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FIG. 2

(57) Abstract: A method for fault-tolerant processing of a number of data elements using a distributed computing cluster. The distributed
computing cluster includes a number of data processors associated with a corresponding number of data stores. The method includes
storing the data elements in the distributed computing cluster, wherein the data elements are distributed across the data stores according
to a number of partitions of data elements, processing data elements of a first set of partitions stored at a first data store using a first data
processor to generate first result data for the data elements of the first set of partitions, sending the first result data from the distributed
computing cluster to a processing component of the first result data outside the distributed computing cluster, and storing the first
result data in a first buffer located in the distributed computing cluster and associated with the first data processor until the processing
component has persistently stored the first result data outside the distributed computing cluster.
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