I'n a postage neter that has val ue wheel's and date wheels, each value wheel
i s adjustable by a |inkage that moves through a range of positions
sufficient to select any of the ten print indicia thereof. Several of the
| i nkages (enough for the date. wheel's that need setting) are able to nove
further (to what mght be termed an "el eventh position"), beyond the
positions for the ten indicia of the value wheels. Wen such a |inkage

noves to its eleventh position,

TG 2 paw that ratchets a

[
correspondi ng date wheel to its ﬁ%ﬁﬁ position. The |inkages may include
rack elements that nove along the axis of the print rotor. Each such rack
el ement has a first rack that 'is engagable with a gear in the main body of

the postage npt g{ést\%;é’t@eﬂe‘cla% LALEr hhs VA1LESwhBEmR" apastbtenyheedsa second

-rack

t hat “engages h a value wheel. The engagenent between the rack

el enegl Angaihe ¥abee wheghjdathBes bgnal LnARagpOshatonevekothiomghack
el enent, one for each of thée digits printable by the value wheel. An
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indicia thereof. Several of the linkages (enough for the date

" wheels that need setting) are able to move further (to what

might be termed an "eleventh pésition"), beyond the positions
for the ten indicia of the value wheels. When such a linkage
moves to its eleventh position, it moves a_pawl that ratchets
a corresponding date wheel to its next position. The 1inkage$
nay includg rack elements that move along the axis.of the
print rotor. Each such rack element has a fifst rack that is
engagable wifh a gear in the main body of the postage meter

(when the rotor is in its "home" position) and a second rack

- that engages with a value wheel. The engagement betWeen the

rack element and the value wheel defines ten linear positions
for the rack element, one for each of the digits printable by
the value whéel. Ah.eleventh position of the rack element
causes the rack elément to push a lever, and the lever causes
thé pawllto mqvé a date wheel to its next pOSition. A "closed
loop" method of operation permits the postage meter, with the
assistance of the user, tolaccomplishlrecovery from an
incorrect date wheel position. - | |

For each of several settable date wheels on a common
axle, there is provided an advancing mechanism disposed to

advance its corresponding date wheel by one or more positions.
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.causes the rack elenent to push a lever, and the lever causes the paw to-
nove a date wheel to its next position. A "closed |[|oop" nethod of
operation permits the postage neter, with the assistance of the user, to
acconplish recovery froman incorrect date wheel position. For each
of several settable date wheels on a common axle, there is provided an
advanci ng nechani sm di sposed to advance its correspondi ng date wheel by

one, pABRFCRIEEY) e ovarat,agvb PShy bl 26 ST aloptiancics

nechaﬁF f spose ve to the axle, one means advances
| tS dafye, WnEe o+ $LOCEY ERe hfR%eCShe CRUSAET 4APLKIESCitENdate WRebl
alternation. Since each advanci nhg neans not only serves to advance its

COr I espitiifsdat enahrekt | Boanbepdebexwisey afdrestonnihut al so serves to
bl ock its corresponding date wheel fromretrograde rotation, it is not
possi b erd@iatiaheel sihbat eashbeiivgnatingneeans onolt agnky osgrives hei ghbor .
5 advance its corresponding date wheel in a predetermined

direction but also serves to block its corresponding date

wheel from retrograde rotation, it is not possible for a wheel

that is being advanced to drag along its neighbor.
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