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FIG.1B
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PLACING A SAMPLE IN A SHEARING
INTERFEROMETER INCLUDING A BEAM SHAPER 

WITH ONE OR MORE ADJUSTABLE OPTICAL
ELEMENTS CONFIGURED TO DIRECT AN
ILLUMINATION BEAM TO THE SAMPLE

400

402

ADJUSTING THE CONFIGURATION OF THE ONE OR 
MORE ADJUSTABLE OPTICAL ELEMENTS OF THE 

BEAM SHAPER

404

GENERATING AN OUTPUT SURFACE PROFILE 
MEASUREMENT OF THE TOP SURFACE OF THE 

SAMPLE BASED ON THE ONE OR MORE
SHEARING INTERFEROGRAMS

406

FIG.4
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SEQUENTIALLY ADJUST THE CONFIGURATION OF 
THE ONE OR MORE ADJUSTABLE ELEMENTS TO A 

SET OF CANDIDATE CONFIGURATIONS

408

410

MONITORING AT LEAST ONE OF THE ONE OR MORE
SHEARING INTERFEROGRAMS OR THE SURFACE 

PROFILE MEASUREMENT

412

IDENTIFYING A CONFIGURATION OF THE SET OF
CANDIDATE CONFIGURATIONS SUITABLE FOR AT 

LEAST PARTIALLY COMPENSATING FOR DEVIATIONS 
OF THE REFLECTED LIGHT FROM THE

COLLIMATED STATE

414

ADJUSTING THE CONFIGURATION OF THE ONE OR 
MORE ADJUSTABLE OPTICAL ELEMENTS TO THE 

IDENTIFIED CONFIGURATION

416

FIG.5
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RECEIVING A SET OF CALIBRATED ANGULAR
PROFILES OF THE ILLUMINATION BEAM ASSOCIATED 
WITH A SET OF CALIBRATED CONFIGURATIONS OF 

THE ONE OR MORE ADJUSTABLE OPTICAL
ELEMENTS OF THE BEAM SHAPER

418

420

SELECTING ONE ANGULAR PROFILE OF THE SET OF
CALIBRATED ANGULAR PROFILES TO AT LEAST 

PARTIALLY COMPENSATE FOR DEVIATIONS OF THE 
REFLECTED LIGHT FROM THE COLLIMATED STATE

422

ADJUSTING THE CONFIGURATION OF THE ONE OR 
MORE ADJUSTABLE OPTICAL ELEMENTS TO A
CALIBRATED CONFIGURATION OF THE SET OF 

CALIBRATED TO PROVIDE THE SELECTED
ANGULAR PROFILE

424

FIG.7

12/12


