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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a method
and apparatus for controlling a processing priority assigned
alternately to a first thread and a second thread in a multi-
threaded processor to prevent deadlock and livelock prob-
lems between the first thread and the second thread. In one
embodiment, the processing priority is initially assigned to
the first thread for a first duration. It is then determined
whether the first duration has expired in a given processing
cycle. If the first duration has expired, the processing pri-
ority is assigned to the second thread for a second duration.
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—  Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
claims and to be republished in the even! of receipt of
amendments.



