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(57) Abstract: A process for supplying deaerated water to a chemical plant that includes a distillation column for separating a reaction
effluent comprising water and a product. The process includes inventorying the distillation column with aerated water (water having
an oxygen content of greater than 50 ppbw, such as greater than 1 ppmw). The aerated water in the distillation column may then be
distilled to produce an oxygen-containing overheads and a bottoms fraction comprising deaerated water. The deaerated water in the
bottoms fraction ma be transported to an upstream or a downstream unit operation, and utilizing the deaerated water in the upstream or
downstream unit operation. The reaction effluent is fed to the distillation column, transitioning the distillation column from separating
oxygen from water to operations for separating the product from the water.
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