What is claimed is:

1. A system for tagging metrics, the system comprising:

a computer system comprising computer hardware, the computer system managing
a virtualization infrastructure generated on behalf of multiple users, wherein the computer
system comprises one or more computing nodes and is programmed to implement:

a default tagging module configured to tag metrics related to performance of the one
or more computing nodes with default tags comprising key and value pairs, by at least
associating the default tags with the metrics;

an acquisition module configured to receive at least one additional tag comprising a
key and one or more criteria for the at least one additional tag from a requesting user or
application, wherein the at least one additional tag has a different key than the default tags;

a processing module configured to analyze the at least one additional tag to
determine one or more computing nodes to communicate with in order to dynamically tag the
metrics with the at least one additional tag based at least in part on the one or more criteria
for the at least one additional tag; and

a tagging module configured to communicate with the determined one or more
computing nodes to request tagging of the one or more metrics with the at least one
additional tag, thereby producing tagged metrics that may subsequently be aggregated,
wherein tagging of the one or more metrics comprises:

associating the at least one additional tag dynamically with each metric in a subset of
the metrics if the one or more criteria for the at least one additional tag are satisfied by each
metric in the subset of metrics, and

assigning a dynamic value to the at least one additional tag for each metric in the
subset of metrics that the at least one additional tag is associated with, based at least in part

on the key of the at least one additional tag.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the acquisition module is further configured to receive

at least one of the at least one additional tags from the requesting user.

Bs The system of claim 2, wherein at least one of the tags received from the requesting

user relates to a bhilling identifier associated with the requesting user.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the tagging module is further configured to tag the

one or more metrics by communicating with the plurality of computing nodes.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the tagged metrics are configured to be aggregated
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by a processing user or application.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the acquisition module is further configured to enable

a user to specify the at least one additional tag.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the acquisition module is further configured to enable

a user to specify the key of the at least one additional tag.

8. A method of tagging metrics, the method comprising: by one or more computer
systems comprising computer hardware:

tagging one more metrics with default tags comprising key and value pairs;

receiving at least one additional tag comprising a key and one or more criteria for the
at least one additional tag from a requesting user or application, wherein the at least one
additional tag has a different key than the default tags;

analyzing the at least one additional tag to determine one or more computing nodes
to communicate with in order to tag the one or more metrics with the at least one additional
tag based at least in part on the one or more criteria for the at least one additional tag; and

communicating with the determined one or more computing nodes to request tagging
of the one or more metrics with the at least one additional tag, thereby producing tagged
metrics to subsequently be processed, wherein tagging of the one or more metrics with the
at least one additional tag comprises:

associating the at least one additional tag dynamically with each metric in a subset of
the one or more metrics if the one or more criteria for the at least one additional tag are
satisfied by each metric in the subset of one or more metrics, and

assigning a dynamic value to the at least one additional tag for each metric in the
subset of one or more metrics that the at least one additional tag is associated with, based at

least in part on the key of the at least one additional tag.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising communicating with the plurality of

computing nodes using an application programming interface.

10. The method of claim 8, further comprising receiving at least one modification to the at
least one additional tag from the requesting user or application and performing the analyzing

and communicating steps based at least upon the at least one modification.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein at least one of the computing nodes comprises one

or more of the following: a load balancer, a firewall, a physical machine, a virtual machine, a
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storage node, and a database server.

12. The method of claim 8, wherein the tagged metrics are processed by a processing

user or application.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising outputting the tagged metrics to the

processing user or the processing application.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein at least one of the at least one additional tags is
from the requesting application.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the requesting application and processing
application are different.

16. The method of claim 12, wherein at least one of the at least one additional tags is
from the requesting user.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the requesting user and processing user are
different.

18. Non-transitory physical storage comprising executable instructions stored thereon,
the executable instructions configured to cause a computing system to at least:

receive at least one tag to be used in tagging data and one or more criteria for the at
least one tag from a requesting user or application, wherein the at least one tag comprises at
least one key;,

analyze the at least one tag to determine one or more computing nodes to
communicate with in order to tag the data with the tags based at least in part on the one or
more criteria for the at least one tag; and

communicate with the determined one or more computing nodes to request tagging
of the data with the tags, thereby producing tagged data to subsequently be processed,
wherein tagging of the data comprises:

associating the at least one tag dynamically with the data if the one or more criteria
for the at least one tag are satisfied by the data, and

assigning a dynamic value to the at least one tag, based at least in part on the key of
the at least one tag.

19. The non-transitory physical storage of claim 18, wherein the tagged data is
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configured to be processed by a processing user or application.

20. The non-transitory physical storage of claim 19, further comprising outputting the

tagged data to the processing user or the processing application.

21. The non-transitory physical storage of claim 19, wherein at least one of the at least

one tag is received from the requesting application.

22. The non-transitory physical storage of claim 21, wherein the requesting application
and processing application are different.

23. The non-transitory physical storage of claim 19, wherein at least one of the at least

one tag is received from the requesting user.

24, The non-transitory physical storage of claim 23, wherein the requesting user and

processing user are different.

25. The non-transitory physical storage of claim 18, in combination with a computing

device that is configured to execute the executable instructions.

26. A method of tagging metrics, the method comprising:

by a computer system comprising computer hardware:

receiving at least one additional tag to be used in tagging metrics and one or more
criteria for the at least one additional from a requesting user or application, wherein the at
least one additional tag comprises at least one key that is different than keys of default tags
associated with the metrics;

tagging metrics with the at least one additional tag based at least in part on the one
or more criteria for the at least one additional tag, wherein tagging the metrics comprises:

associating the at least one additional tag dynamically with each metric in a subset of
the metrics if the one or more criteria for the at least one additional tag are satisfied by each
metric in the subset of metrics, and

assigning a dynamic value to the at least one additional tag for each metric in the
subset of metrics that the at least one additional tag is associated with; and

outputting the tagged metrics and the at least one additional tag.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the tagged metrics are outputted to a processing

user or application.
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28. The method of claim 26, wherein at least one of the at least one additional tags is
from the requesting application.

29. The method of claim 26, wherein the computing system comprises a plurality of
computing devices.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:
1. A system for tagging metrics, the system comprising:

a computer system comprising computer hardware, the cgmputer system
comprising one or more computing nodes and programmed to jmplement:

a default tagging moduie configured to tag’ one more metrics
related to performance of the one or more of compdting nodes with default
tags comprising key and value pairs, by at leas{inserting the default tags
into the metrics;

an acquisition module configured tg/receive at least one additional
tag to be used in tagging the one or morg metrics, wherein the at least one
additional tag is different than the default tags;

a processing module configured to analyze the at least one
additional tag to determine one gt more computing nodes to communicate
with in order to tag the one or/nore metrics with the at least one additional
tag; and

a tagging module/configured to communicate with the determined

one or more compuliig nodes to request tagging of the one or more

metrics with the at/east one additional tag, thereby enabling the tagged
metrics to subsegduently be aggregated.
2. The system Af claim 1, wherein the acquisition module is further
configured to receive at Jeast one of the at least one additional tags from a requesting
user.

S The s

tags received frorh the requesting user relates to a billing identifier associated with the

requesting us

tem of any one of the preceding claims, wherein at least one of the

The system of any one of the preceding claims, wherein the tagging
module ig/further configured to tag the one or more metrics data by communicating with
ality of computing nodes.

5. The system of any one of the preceding claims, wherein the tagged
trics are configured to be aggregated by a processing user or application.
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6. A method of tagging metrics, the method comprising:
by one or more computer systems comprising computer hardware:
tagging one more metrics with default tags compyising key and
value pairs;
receiving at least one additional tag to be used/in tagging the one
or more metrics, wherein the at least one additiongl tag is different than
the default tags;
analyzing the additional tags to determjie one or more computing
nodes to communicate with in order to tag Ahe one or more metrics with
the additional tags; and
communicating with the determiyied one or more computing nodes
to request tagging of the one or mWre metrics with the additional tags,
thereby enabling the tagged metri
7. The method of claim 6, further gbmprising communicating with the plurality

of computing nodes using an application pyogramming interface.

to subsequently be processed.

8. The method of claims 6 gr 7, further comprising receiving at least one
modification to the at least one addifional tag from the requesting user or application
and performing the analyzing and gommunicating steps based at least upon the at least
one modification.

9. The method of Any of claims 6-8, wherein at least one of the computing
nodes comprises one or mxore of the following: a load balancer, a firewall, a physical
machine, a virtual machipie, a storage node, and a database server.

10. The melhod of any of claims 6-9, wherein the processing application is a
graphical user interface apptication.

11. The¢/ method of any of claims 6-10, wherein the tagged metrics are
processed by A processing user or application.
The method of any of claim 11, further comprising outputting the tagged
metrics tg’the processing user or the processing application.
3. The method of any of claims 6-12, wherein at least one of the at least one

addjtional tags is from a requesting application.
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14. The method of claim 13, wherein the requesting applicajion and
processing application are different.
15.  The method of any of claims 6-14, wherein at least one of the at least one

additional tags is from a réquesting user.




