A user of a renote conputer accesses a target conputer (e.g.,the user's
home PC) via the Internet. To initiate the protocol, the usey 3 nches an
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(57) Abstract

A user of a remote computer accesses 2 targetcompu%r (e.h the usex’s home PC) via the Internet, To initiate the protocol, the user
Izunches an application which, via the Intemnet, sends a,s,w:ml sequest to the user’s home e-mail address. If the home computer is not
currenily connected to the Internet, the user’s mmtmeemmer (ISP) dials a telephone aumber for the home computer. The home
computer automatically answers, and the ISP sends authenfication information to the computer to establish an Internet connection. With the
connection established, an IP address is sent back to the user, which can then be used to invoke X—10 functions, telnet sessions, or other
activities with the target computer.




