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(57) Abstract: Provided is an alloy for a seed layer of a magnetic recording medium, wherein an Ni-based intermediate layer on a
soft magnetic underlayer (SUL) has magnetism, and the magnetic permeability can be increased. This alloy contains: one or more
kinds of M1 elements selected from the group consisting of W, Mo, Ta, Cr, V and Nb, in 2 to 20 at% of the alloy; one or more kinds
of M2 elements selected from the group consisting of Al, Ga, In, Si, Ge, Sn, Zr, Ti, Hf, B, Cu, P, C and Ru, in 0 to 10 at% of the al-
loy; and at least two kinds of Ni, Fe and Co as the balance. The amount of Ni, Fe and Co satisfies (i) the ratio of Ni:Fe:Co = 98 to
20:0 to 50:0 to 60, and Fet+Co > 1.5, or (ii) the ratio of Ni:Fe:Co = 98 to 20:2 to 50:0 to 60, when expressed by at% relative to the
total amount of Ni+Fe+Co.
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