Thes present invention relates to apparatus for holding and guiding a
floating riser (1) relative to a floating support (2), the apparatus
conprising joint means (3) secured to said floatlng support and enabl i ng:

a) said riser to rotate about a hori zont aP4axi s (XX, YY) perpendicular to
the longitudinal axis (ZZ') of said riser; and b) said riser to slide
I*ongi tudi nal |l y al ong the | ongitudi nal axis (ZZ') and | ateral displacenents
of said riser to be guided in a hor2ZBntdf Hlfarke TXX , YY') perpendicul ar
to said longitudinal axis of the riser; and said joint nmeans (3)

conpri se: - friction pads (5), said pads bei ng nmounted on a pad
support (7) enabl i nPe@%EpsaRts iyjentdon yelates to” apppyapussies)
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ef fect of Iatemeénﬂlsplanaﬂnmm$ taf sedid flicaering support and enabling:
a) said riser to rotate about a horizontal axis
{XX', YY') perpendicular to the longitudinal axis (ZZ')
of said riser; and
10 b) said riser to slide longitudinally along the
longitudinal axis (2Z%Z') and lateral displacements of said
riser to be guided in a horizontal plane (XX', YY')
perpendicular to said longitudinal axis of the riser; and
sald joint means (3) comprise:
15 - friction pads (5), said pads being mounted on a
pad support (7) enabling said pads (5) to pivot;
- sald pads (5) preferably co-operating with wheels
(9) such that said wheels (9) bear against said riser and
enable it to slide, and said riser comes to bear against
20 said pads (5) only when said wheels (9) are moved away
under the effect of lateral displacements of said riser.



