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27 March 2006 - 1 "System and Method for Facilitating
Paynent via a Commruni cations Network Using Val ue27 March 2006
Accredited to a Custoner of the Communications

Net wor k" Field of the Invention 5 The present

invention relates to a system and met hod for

facilitating payment via a conmmuni cations network

transter Cred e account of a
DM‘?_"@ user to the account of a second nobile phone

user using the comuni cations network of a carrier

common to both users; and facilitate the transfer of

c FFéefidt off therinvhstiescount of the first nobile phone

user to the account of a nmerchant accredited by the

carrier. Background Art 15 The foll ow ng di scussion of

t faeh@ekgntoinuentidn tdlatasnioem siystent and meihtedor dacilitating payment via
facilitate. an understanding of .the inventiop.

o BT icaiRR BB p et S s ageretite i s2 custgmer of the
'%oﬁ%urﬁ@a ”Qs@t\ﬁgﬂie”e‘?heof%v@ﬂﬂbﬁsbo aktitlar®) Yoo rfo?eexclusively,
mat er | erred to was published nown or part o

t hdaptaion general know edge of the person skilled in

the art in any jurisdiction as at the priority date of

the application. 20 Tel econmuni cati on carriers have,

in recent y‘a(ahiﬂ;te theptradsier bbcypdivirere the eccaunt afed first mobile phone

services and v added s rvji ces, such as. .
downl oadabIL@eFa'i‘?gE%e%c%@ o@‘o§ece}‘hcgs@°§%‘? Qe gisgr using the

charged to dohimBREaHSRS nEMMd'FRQﬂ'% rribEowidn # béih users; and
billing system 2 27 March 2006 Each carrier's billing
systemis, at its generic |level, configured to: debit

from a, custoifGie 1R G Vof '?créch? o thETacdBuAf@¥ the first mobile

equal to

blNrkewéi 5 I\Wﬂhﬁ, Ac@ﬁ@@i&@ﬂ , bh’tﬁt of th@ Commumcanons

phone user to the account of a merchant accredited by the carrier.

Background Art

The following discussion of the background of the invention is intended to facilitate
an understanding of the invention. However, it should be appreciated that the
discussion is not an acknowledgement or admission that any of the material
referred to was published, known or part of the common general knowledge of the

person skilled in the art in any jurisdiction as at the priority date of the application.

Telecommunication carriers have, in recent years, expanded to provide premium
data services and value-added services, such as downloadable ringtones and
logos. These services are charged to the end-user by means of the carrier's

billing system.
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the cost of a call nmade by the customer or prem um

data service or value-added service received by ZTMarch2006
custoner (as determned by the 5 applicable tariff

rate defined by the carrier for the call or service);

and (r) add credit to a custoner's account with the
carrier on recei pt of a paynent h be pre-

oFaph sarrispRiing systerpistdih 9f ﬂ%‘ctvig'i"% 9% is

that third parties wanting to provi de services

customers of the carrier nust di rectl_%/ access, the
carries's mtelbttiﬁmnsg/suemmermacmntrvm lhﬁ't%G@l'dWr@ﬁt amount equal fo

This is an_ unlik prQposi ti,on

2 thira pdieyost pletedfRce Bome Bunpisy. & Bt fa senice or
System r ai $8Re38446d S¥nAcK rddaNRNBY S | bQQtortté‘S(téQSdetermmed by the
Most notably allowing third party access to a

carrier's ipplicaigedgai cate defierd hibeigariienigr §3& caloupervice); and
to exploitation and/or malicious use by external

peopl e who may, or may not, be associated with a third -

party aut hetidsedditoio 4cuditormet’s yaceoaas sithhthec eairieerors receipt of a
billing system An ad |t|ogal 8rob| emwth bl*llng

oystens a3 PaUREN DUAICHIBYL Deiesbien st POSERAYMENt ng

systens are not configured to handl e situations vvhere

a first custoner wishes to transfer a credit, anpu

t bhe pseliemawith his evangenteiids et dnird Pagisseyaning Pwde services
21%) st t§ 5‘( tﬂ@k?ﬁté?%@stt t?éb?l?%%c%@,ﬁ'tﬁe tc%rﬁét‘%eblmn@‘:@ystem to co-

CCOT an o resent

Im‘damteqcramrptr th&eusaasyaﬂtkatyapr@ponﬂmhodtofft@Ner as allowing a third
facilitating pa Vi g i cati.ons net

WReRehe SEBaNR 2 tariehs RS SYRRC] GHERE BT Roddmplomentation
ONEHESTEVILEY %Pdwpanéwmgaﬂﬁdrr?anp%@bs@rto afcdriiers billing system
carrier's existin stem wi t hout need of

nmmna m.mmngw emawpbt,o @s@lﬂlf@t@a #ydipe dBpligipgs gise by external

tﬁﬂ%%ﬁ% 3%%}, t e I%lggs g‘tﬂéﬂ?‘tﬁsgt Ehlrd dgg{tye%uthonsed to

acﬂi&'tti’ﬂ eto@essﬂmbtaﬂm’shnﬂmglsgetemr mer chant account
ot her than that of the operator. The defined tariff of
the comunicati ons nessage nay be determ ned by the

det aiddiiohiak prablemniie bﬂhng systors a®ddjcriteialnime, iis thatesuch billing
conmuni catl ons ssa%e D scl os;(tre of the g ¥ent

BYSIRPE [fre g contigured to handle situations Where a first customer wishes to
transfer a credit amount to a second customer without need to expressly notily the

carrier fhat such a transaction is 1o take place.

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide a systern and
method for facilitating payment via a communications network where one or both
of the aforementioned problems are overcome through appropriate manipulation
of the carrier's existing billing system withoui need of modification. This can be
achieved by receiving or sending a communications message with a
corresponding or defined tariff and using the debited amount to credit another
user or merchant account other than that of the operator. The defined tariff of the
communications message may be determined by the details (fe. a number or

number word) recorded in the communications message.
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Thr oughout the specification, unless the context
requires otherw se, the word "cosiprise” or vari at27odsrch 2006

such as "conprises"™ or "conprising”, will be
understood to inply the inclusion of a stated integer
or group of integers but not the exclusion of 5 any

other integer_ or, groyp of integers. In accordance with
a &?F@%@@I@%ﬁ%?ﬁ%oﬁr esent invention there is a
systemfor facilitating paynent via a conmunications

network using value accredited to a custonmer of the
c dhiaughaitti hes specifieation. t welesy shentdapt requites atifemise, the word

caQ .cat | . ' e d/or.. operat ed.by, th 10
coCTHRE o itBle B CoRieRE 8P Eolbiiad s il ae dgderstood to
wirhplytthe i6ElBoni sfad sRIsd NREYEN & gleRblbf ihlegefd BLOABY the exclusion of
and the recipient having at |east one account recorded

wiehi oty ipfagder 9§ 959dR ehintegrrs1s a payments

facilitator., where, when the paynents facilitator

recei ves a conmuni cati ons nessage from the custoner, -

t He acoonganice avithy as firat saspget béiting psesrntbnvemsiiors thdretibea system for

oMl PRVHATIRE chBhifierfig™s SRR fendctaive Ftredited to

apmstMdrof Bite RairEnlfichlithy R&wWdie the fsyaidnt BBnipdsiyTer ' s
at | east 20 one account and operates'to instruct the

billing systemto credit the amount to be paid to the

reci pignt tp ﬁr@?_é&ﬁhﬂn@dﬁtfoﬁsayebﬁ:ﬁs%\nﬁ% a&ﬁﬂHFtﬂ%éered by the

a first alternative arrangenent, e communi catli o

message magustanteri t her the details identifying the

reci pient or the anount to be paid. These details can

then be obtai ned by other sources such as the intended

desti nat i om recipksntconveyance nedi um of the

communi cati ons nessage. For exanple, a plurality of

phone lines or short codes, each representing a

di f f erent sobilingr yysiepuatsodi@ediwril iNBrcdm20Bdiens Stdwork, both

to transfer funds betweep custaqner and recipient.
Al ternativ %?”%ﬁ@eréﬂ'ﬂe g’l‘?efech%l?n‘e?@‘@?g ﬂiie%ﬁtﬂﬂ% aggount recorded
tel ephone QiARRE LAfing s§steht; e @ pre-specified

® a paymenis facilitator,

where, when the payments facilitator receives a communications message from
the customer, the communications message being sent by*means of the first
communications device, the payments facilitator operates to instruct the billing
system to debit an amount to be paid to the recipient from the customer’s at least
one account and operates {o instruct the billing system to credit the amount to be

paid to the recipient to the recipient’s at least one account.

in a first alternative arrangement, the communications message may omit either
the detaiis identifying the recipient or the amount fo be paid. These details can
then be obtained by other sources such as the intended destination or
conveyance medium of the communications message. For example, a plufality of

phone lines or short codes, @ach representing a different monetary amount, may
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destination (such as a shortcode tel ephone nunber or
e-mai |l address) with the paynenfs facilitator 27 March 2006
operative thereafter to parse the information and

- thereby 5 obtain the entered anmount or tel ephone

nunber. In a second alternative arrangenent, the
cust one send.,a co ni cati ons nessage .t.ha )
BB SR 8 faneen Sinds Befuce GRITEE Ao MCiRIoHhe Alteratively, the

a i i o .
BBy a0 IS o A1 NS U e spece

pdegliationt (sachfas af shoriddue fEhypheontss ntratiel idrag-omail bddress) with the
e

this arrange t, 10 t.he paynments, facilitataor y .

- BEYBENTS; FkINGIRS ' QRRIAUHE MEBTRIS niot PAIS dhe Jnfarigtion and thereby
agpii t leFécFﬁrrBYmE EFtékﬁ%l‘?d}%eHuﬁw%hp' ent 1s

acceptable to them This y, optionally, involve the
custoner sendi ng a comruni cati ons nessage to the

0 L or i o . g o o
o Bl A P by B BNRlo e 458 Bompurications
pm?ealgﬂ eh&bo nnérelypgpasrzify shéa%étbﬁs gifothe &erg'pignt - the rriamouni' to be
confi rmation 15 al so need, to be atte to within L

arahsfeed e ﬁfé%\é?rt P%gpem\fﬁeq Yo e intep eghr@mpient after receiving

t ' j ' t : _
bciaggiﬁ% gﬁsﬁfgﬁ)r@ﬁ]@%& 5@¢Ldrx¢hé Eﬁ}/ﬁnt%giifé%hh rt gL@*garrangement,

eglt the ano e pal
tthe payments faciibatonnday epguessinthattithe afstomer cosiiomeiransfer of the

havi ng, nade_.a.cal l, on | i,ne having a_tar,i ate )
crpbnd: SPasRe BhdhminBodsy Batictto Aetditebls khifem, This may,
28ptibelay Minvohé: tthe Eastohier’ 8&8diAh 08 8bmhfurliCioNIDHssage to the
to be paid to the recipient, the paynments facilitator
riedyreste fagiitatorviith afpar%rkalu@entmagoa onpraesiaiptiaet detals as set by
LEF oo r | - er , .
e Hoheed ety RbESIRCSEIE aviRnt o AafE " SUAH odiimation may
iaist meetli torba atiehdetitd lwittgn sy pteedetesminet titnet periedmiruodtder for the

t,o b aid to the recipient takes the formof a
ctEﬁﬂ‘?g@rfJgtorpéBF%%‘ént ative of the recipient having 25 made
a paynent, whether pre- or post-paynent, equal to the

unt .to.b idto, the recipient. |In this manper i
J5Ahe rtaBTRade e pliporSisterBriodetit g Bmout [0 be paid takes
thEdSmh [PB eAAnRHd Yepras@netite of ithe 34Gtdr&NhAANgFH8E&!a call on a
paynments for goods and/or services provided b

Kepchriing 2 tariff aater claseshdertbat amotine f@)d}_ﬁ"r@ﬁif:b}i/o the; recipient. In
SRS, PR, S48 31438030 3585 bESia b ectent, e

phgmeeds faicilithtol heay kdier BUS taTelock-@) tdbi@sbnPRigingCAstENE of all tariff
and, thereafter, operates to instruct the billing

£3ies resentlyrsaliby amepaiabemef the asenpHnigatiens Retwork.
paynment s:

Furthermore, the instruction to the billing system to credit the amount to be paid to
the recipient takes the form of a command representative of the recipient having
made a payment, whether pre- or post-payment, equal io the amount to be paid to
the recipient. In this manner, payment can be made in the form of a transfer of
funds from one party to another in addition to general payments for goods and/or
services provided by merchants. In later arrangements, the payments facilitator
modifies its processing to instruct the billing system to debit the amount to be paid
to the recipient from the customer’s at least one account and, thereafter, operates

to instruct the billing system to credit the amount to be paid to the payments
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5 27 March 2006 facilitator's account. The paynent

facilitator thereafter operatessto make paynment 2I70March 2006
the recipient via other neans, such as electronic

transfer or |l egal tender. The conmuni cations network

can take a variety of forns, such as nobile phone

net wor ks or data onnunlca ne mork | ike

ReLiERS SeeaHTta i PRYTSS EGHAIA LAPORe! RESEltlo ke payment
t @Kfie FUSBiN? D@oiﬁi@r riis, VGSs ?9 %tﬁﬁfdﬁ:&ﬁanéfe?‘bﬂe%a) tender.
nessages’ or e- nmessages. e sane vein

connunlcatlon devi ces may take such forns as nobile

LR BB e R 2R, BB 2 SBT3 moble phone

UstwoFks? or Vaatae cpnrhucieationd Gritivorksndik@othies Intéthethi Similarly, the
al so all ows the communi cations nessage to be repl aced

soremtsicaiges emessagRrmay alfite SUEh fEmS: dFe Sheln Magsape Service

(PRl S Pearelifs, B CEPRM rEFesBBR, OB A, sHiE YHin: GoRfinunication

fauvidds raay aaRensnth fohespaynmiobief phohes, aflmdushones pagers or
required to be able to convert the s li}:&eech i nt
fmte%@mrmt@th%rﬁ f hiRierRilowsy BeelYPRRON (1) berapplied for use in a

paynments facilitator is
reqw red %’ﬂﬁgﬁm%@ 8 ﬁé?& A

'e to convert the set of DTMF tones
into a format acceptable for further processing as

g%ié%ea{f ev.‘%éin %oH?ﬁuxfﬁS SHY rﬂ%s%gg tolHE Rﬂﬂa@é& by other systems.

|t|ona er arrangenent tre cus

rmybexmpmpttad custoeer aran entdredeletlai ofstieer inteydé®d recipient and/or
abl e-t o provi etails aut

h. | ticall i :
Sl 6b BRafAEREee by Joe: gt (GNP nhEVA gndn the former
G ntOfhel sy rh8Aidi fasiltatalisdehaires té b@rﬁlﬂ@% kehvert the speech

a pr erable enbodi ment, the recipient also has a
dotenarfovasat enserfablector ﬂuﬁhes me%ﬁsn%géﬁehﬁﬁsiaﬁeh@rrangement the

TS 5§ ATl B BB AT tones o
dommatnacabiable deviutiher Miodtddstmphs would bisokredwit ta ﬂiei person skilled
i.Qn, sim |l nmechani snms,, .can b

denti f
3 S ptsRddiGenal i puete st avrarsemastt (in sugfurbaye prompted
49 %ﬁ%&"r' iGdhd 8@%1@%("& Y b@rﬁI§{@?¥M’ldé E@cﬁ%f&@teﬁ.ltomatlcally using a

facilitator parses e conmmuni cat | ons nessage
separaioe chanadtent (efy “1"tar “d%)eimdushugutshp@mnomponmt of the required

RN NSRS sage may

In a preferable embodiment, the recipient also has a communications device. In
such arrangements, the customer and recipient are able to be identified by means

of the unigque identifiers assigned to each communication device. Additionally,

 automatic caller identification, or similar mechanisms, can be used to establish the

unigue identifier of the customer's communications device.

Preferably, the payments facilitator parses the communicaiions message to
separately identify its operative componenis. The communications message may

include optional components that:
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i ncl ude optional conponents that: 6 27 March 2006

identify that the comruni cati on$ nessage i s the 27March 2006
initiator of a paynment of funds fromat |east one of

the custoner's accounts; identify which of the

custoner's accounts fromwhich the amount is to be
transferred;, 5 ntify which of the recipient's
hccounes. ¢ GUGRINA THdte et iaiofs ReSHagRes die iniiator of
and/or i derg afrﬂer‘itf‘tﬁ ORI RENPA BAVENM of B EifStomer’s accounts;
recipient. eally, the custoner is given sone

flexibility in how they wish to describe the anount

:Tgsg :gé.r ané%@@% éﬁ) gﬁmﬁ ﬂéﬁg %? 8%‘:'@%8&?@“‘@?% the amount is to

al | oned to rensfefredanount in either nunerical or
textual representation. The instruction issued to the

billing systemmay also vary in format. For exanple,

the ingtruglseHy }quH Bk R ipTENEs ACEATRHLS tawhidHPthe amount is to be

avai |l abl e for communi cat'i ons nessage.

Fur t her nor éram&irrﬁd temdiiorst ruct i ons and 15

comuni cati ons nmessage may be encrypted. In a highly

preferred enbodi nent, the paynents facilitator

oper at es t gdattifyrthdmetiisd of paymentipsthenetipiatbit a

further amount fromthe custoner's account

representative of conm ssions and/or transaction

ClRiadly, e casormr isr@ipers sontatlexbilty it dow shépndsh to describe the
and/or transaction costs pay vary dependent on such

f gereens tyBe traastarsichiromawitin thﬂéomvaah@n%mswge For example

Bipe Al thedrhbdstiar
B0 SHER e NGy Y B Bl eiRY pumort o exual
t tepresetptient and the further anount fromthe

custoner's account by way of a single command. The

invention should al so provide, in an advantageous

cohé iirgajnwtibn rinsstfedr‘totthe killing Bfstepb Mayokisapyatialil format.bEBor example,
a t onat ate the event of change in

S Bsctiey PBYGusher thed S ntoBiats, B3 9R Adifble for the
b@otﬁhﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁ@nbo mebge.lf t FrRyrR RIS Both the instructions  and

communications message may be ensrypted.

In a highly preferred embodiment, the payments facilitator operates to command
the hilling system to debit a further amount from the customers account
representative of commissions and/or {transaction costs. The amount
representative of commissions and/or transaction cosis may vary dependent on
such factors as the amount value, the recipient and/or method of payment. The
payment facilitator may combine the commands to debit the amount fo be paid to
the recipient and the further amount from the cusiomer's account by way of a

single command.

The invention should also provide, in an advantageous configuration, for the tariff
look-up table to be automatically updated in the event of a change in any of the
tariff rates defined by the carrier. This can be aftended to easily if the payments
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27 March 2006 facilitator and billing systemform part

of a larger systemof the carrief, although this27¥arch 2006

not essential to obtain the advantageous configuration

descri bed. In accordance with a second aspect of the

invention there.is a paynments facilitator for use
within a systemfor facilitating paynent via a _

c dastifataranc hillingsygert orm ngntrcg & drger systestiof dae carrier, although

o ST Bt Seseit] (LOBRR 8 A AN AR oo otk b Eitaper
operated by the customer; (r) a recipient; and 10 a

O ot R St kb BB s lingens it
aforl 6&S twihi® eﬁ@g%m fé@%lﬁ&ﬁhq Waymdritevial & |doimunications network

system where the paynents facilitator, upon recel pt

-obisigonine ecctedited do ree swstgmer rod rihe wCoerousicatiens netveork, the system

comuni c%ti ons nessage being sent by neans of the

f FYOP™%9 onmuni cati ons device, operates to instruct

the billing systemto debit the anbunt to be paid to

the recipient_ fromthe custoner's at |easf one account

and op8r at & firgly Ganamupications device,gveirt and/er oralpied by the
the amount 4,Qidpgeai d to the recipient to the

recipient's at |east one account. |In an advantageous
arrangenent, the instruction given by the paynents

facilijfator 1a billing systemto debit the
anmount to t?ere%%l'éc!&téﬁgs the formof a commuand

representative of the custoner having nmade a call on a

line having a,tariff rate closest, tpo the amunt. to b

pa 4 15 tnd PUkBLbste” pisorin @R i ifie: nGURI oS nstwork, both
cl osest t otfideustdsttaridotheeraeiiient 9aving it ¢sadi et acddidit recorded
paynents facilitator may refer to a tariff |ook-up

tabl e conpMityithg bilingsysedt all tariff rates presently

set by an 25 operator of the communicati ons networKk.

Further, the paynents facilitator rrafy be configured
tghele: BieaRBENS Taptitater e mceiat T roNpnyRiakonNsYMessage from

tth?. &Y%Bltne?,f Hﬁ‘a %Bﬁﬂﬂ%icét‘ébr%n}‘nc-fgsabgebéiﬁbi E&nt By 8fleans of the first
defined by the carrier.

communications device, operates to instruct the billing system to debit the amount
to be paid to the recipient from the customer’s at least one account and operates
to instruct the billing system to credit the amount to be paid to the recipient to the

recipient's at least one account.

in an advanageous arrangement, the instruction given by the payments facilitator
to the billing system to debit the amount to be paid takes the form of a command
representative of the customer having made a call on a line having a tariff rate
closest to the amount to be paid to the recipient. In determining thée tariff rate
closest to the amount to be paid to the recipient, the payments facilitator may refer
to a tarifi look-up table comprising details of all tariff rates presently set by an
operator of the communications network. Further, the payments facilitator may be
configured to automatically update the tariff look-up table in the event of a change

in any of the tariff rated defined by the carrier.
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27 March 2006 Additionally, the instruction to the

billing systemto credit the amgint to be paid to7Xash 2006
reci pient takes the formof a comand representative

of the recipient having nade a paynent, whether pre-

or post- payrrent equal to the anmount to be pai d to

the recipient. et further arran

odteiianslly othel inptiugion, iy ha kG sYetarcp GHgaR i amount to be paid to
b'ﬂllé r@&th%\ﬁfﬁaq{Bs IRt oﬁé‘%oﬁ{mé'ﬁ‘& réﬁre%%npa?ivg 6f°m%n%0|ptent having

r eci omthe custoner's st one acco

opeads 8 pagrighttwhethet pes-bad ﬁommmmqwl&ueﬂb tarrtdumt to be paid fo
anount to be paid to the paynents facilitator's

adRegfipienhe paynent facilitator thereafter operates

to make paynent to the recipient via other means, such

as electronic 10 transfer, cheque or |egal tender. The

phy meyelsfurhier lartangementy the @aymens (ﬁ@@&ta’rcyukmyaypon instructing the

Yo, 5k F RS 98 2405101 Bl g customers

CHs I bné at@ﬁﬂhﬂldp@?m@rt& :ﬁl@i‘v‘u@&hea:mﬂn% Rysehy ’ttl@l’c:tfm‘.ﬁ'tIr e amount to
identify the custoner's account with the carrie

Pb@ﬂéﬁlﬁﬁpﬁhetnﬁé{"@vﬁéﬁ%fﬂ*‘a@ PCeQuiy EB?MW% facilitator thereafter
I f .

op e é?% 2&5 ggé'kc'e ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?lt{% q'&%i%?@ance\ﬁ%m %tt%ell ﬂﬁ?ﬂ %ubhSis electronic

agrpasher 06héd[L@ bh\!@gﬁllt@h_déher'ﬁw pagpneatd dakifitator may use techniques

facilitatin a vi @.a communi.cati ons networ k

L8FEh apapuTall: LallcdenbTicatEge (@Pmigr MEgfganisis, to establish the

CB gl laéﬁilﬁ?é“rsofntﬁbw&ol?@?ﬁ rdo?ﬁrﬂﬁmc%aﬁ&ﬁé \HeRitea and thereby properly
ni cati ons message fromthe custoner sent by

n@btﬁ&lf}omeaztfsi’tomer & anpountosith mCamer ce operabl e vi a

the comuni cations network; instructing a billing
system associ ated with the conmuni cations network to

-dEraferadly, aﬁmjmawmrﬁa frailiaton pansesi fiicemontingmcatiens message to

crorT AT el S Rbe B RN The bi 11 ng syst em

to credit the anbunt to be paid to the recipient to

b{'l'l ?4;'?2333 I e%n {Q'Hﬁ agwge%d:}e(ﬁ% %g H&ﬁﬁ%ﬂhoﬁ ?ﬁé’irquda Mettll{'ocf ‘Fb"? facilitating

payment via a communications netwerk using value accredited to a customer of

the communications network comprising:

2 receiving & communications message from the customer sent by
means of a first communications device operable via the

communications network;

® instructing a billing system associated with the communications
neiwork to debit an amount o be paid to a recipient from the

customer’s at least one account recorded with the billing system; and

® instructing the billing system to credit the amount {0 be paid fo the
recipient to the recipient's at least one account recorded with the

hilling system.
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The nethod may al so i nclude the step of comuni cating

with the recipient to specify tthe anount to be p&iMarch 2006
to the recipient. Alternatively, there is a nmethod for
facilitating paynment via a comunications network

usi ng value accredited to a custoner of the

o RieiBod SR3y ritd Tl She HEBLOS B EERING, Jtnthe recipient to
?%?%W{h@a'ﬁ‘%ﬁf tEREWaY ﬁﬂhle%éig%w ce operabl e via

conmuni cations network; instructing a billing
system associ ated with the conmunications 10 network

t ' ai ; e f.h t ot
| DNESRAE RS 4 SBRELS KRUBRE YRR 1 Binmuricatons
binekwinl asiatewnalue nadoredited do theubidrhéngf dhsteminenications network
credit, the anount to be paid to the recipient to an

abeBISIN%corded with the billing system the account

bei ng owned by a third party; and 15 arrangi ng paynment
of thg amount to be paid to be nmade by the third
party *o tHece#ithiee sommupiicalionse faessadcofiont thaecustomer sent by

et e once 10ePHE b Houl RURGIAEER " MEvicH ‘ Bgerable via the
Figure 1 i sommohraxibhe nétvagkam of a first enbodi nent

of a systemfor facilitating paynent via a
comuni cations network using value accredited to a

cust ongr ofingthRAINGOAMHNIRG RRASMN As¥BEKted I \Gith &hd kSmPnunications
schematic di agramof a second enbodi nent of a system
for facilinedwprg tpageiwihtaryianauriotmbe eai¢ olgs aneecipiert from the

commini cat CORLTEEhet feasEofe sefafieSHbleBth U hiprg svstem
for Carrying Qut the Invention In accordance with a

first aspect ,of ,the, invention,there is,psavide .
syst ent 10 FETStRg e HEPRGSBISREIR clRuPER 5Btnf to be paid to the
conmuni cat irg&ipiche toveinkadcbuns irégordalj ugitaass Bllirigedydtema the account

being owned by a third party; and

e afranging payment of thg amount to be paid to be made by the third
party to the recipient.

Brief Description of the Drawings

The inveniion will now be described with reference to the following drawings, of
which:

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of a first embodiment of a system for facilitating
payment via a communications network using value accredited to a customer of

the communications network.

Figure 2 is a schematic diagram of a second embodiment of a system for
facilitating payment via a communications network using value accredited to a

customer of the communications network.
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first custoner 14 of the comunications network 12. In
addition to the elenments 5 of the system 10 al r eyl arch 2006
identified, the system 10 further conprises: (r) a

billing system 18; o a paynents facilitator 20; (r) a

first conmmuni cation device 22; a second custoner 16;

Bt MRS AR 8,2 o1 o 16 ar e

owned and/or operated by a carrier 28. The first

comruni cati on_ devjce 22 wned and/ oper at e,
RGO A a8t At Sk asedt f Jom m@n@eﬂ%ﬁfe@atnrewga@é system 10 for

g@;i@%@% \ﬂ% as%f‘gﬁ]}rq%%csg ﬁ’%w%ﬁ? od, a.ka@tlam%raccredued toa

afirsp oogterizd. 14Abf tlmsdammlmimﬁnmbmetmom aQL tip a):ldltton to the elements

accounts 30,i.s associated with t custoner 14
7o g ayptegm A0 Ea0N o Shesh i syt b BT o Pmaises”

associated with the second custoner 24. ldeally, the
associ ati on between custoner 14, 16 and their account
30 is formed WBbilg S)(ﬁ"i@@u'bs communi cation identifier
assigned to the custoner's 14, 16 conmuni cation 20
device 22, 24 respectively. The first and second
conmuni cattal on alpaymenipfacititatar 20j n data conmuni cati on
wth the paynents facilitator 20 via the

comuni cations network 12. The paynents facilitator
20 is al se i n aifitsd cantngiohtion dewicedd; cati on with
billing system 18. The paynents facilitator 20
further incorporates a tariff |ook-up table 34 that

i ncl udes «25 desacdral Qlistéhertiar Bhfl rates defined by
the carrier 28. 11 27 March 2006 In the enbodi nent

shown in Figure 1, the conmmunications network is a

nobi | e phone NnedaickcorfHftnhicfiion dewdergawor k.
Accordingly, first and second comrunication device

22, 24 are nobile phones. The uni que conmuni cati on

RN brhirRinoaBRb SRARoM12 BAd il s%\t@m? 868Qi€ owned and/for operated
comruni cati on_device 22, 24 are their respective

4¥se AR Taedhsheommucaliondeyics &%aﬁ Qe angfor operated by
tﬁ@ l?lréllpcﬁ&%%rsﬁl The second commumcat!on device 24 is owned and/or

operated by the second customer, 186.

The billing system 18 records a plurality of accounis 30. At‘least one of the
plurality of accounts 30 is associated with the first customer 14. At least one of
the plurality of accounts 30 is associated with the second customer 24. ldeatly,
the association between customer 14, 16 and their account 30 is formed by the
unique communication identifier assigned to the customer's 14, 16 communication

device 22, 24 respectively.

The firsi and second communicaiion device 22, 24 are in data communication with
the payments facilitaior 20 via the communications network 12. The paymentis
facilitator 20 is also in data and control communication with billing system 18. The
payments facilitator 20 further incorporates a tariff look-up table 34 that includes
details of all tariff rates defined by the carrier 28.
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includes details of all tariff rates defined by the

carrier 28 for nobile termnatipag (" IVIT") charygeslarch 2006
The systemw || now be described with reference to

some exanples. In the first exanple to be descri bed,

first custoner 14 is desirous of transferring credit

from 10 one of his associ ated accounts 30 to an
dastbei emnbadieshoven ”bﬂ:igsléféohdf eceRmBHlcatipnsTaetwork is a mobile

c@m? 'f%‘%"?g(nggﬁg@sgge 3 ﬁgﬁ'ﬁe fgr%ﬁég‘?%%ﬂm and second

nEsRRORication t dwyida \DPe s af@cmbtbﬂeabﬁbné@ The umque commumcanon
communi cations nessage 32 is required to conp

tidentifsirs Gapigget deae ﬂrqt@nsa@m@@ﬁ ruq%lcgre@lewce 22 24 are their

TRARAURTSsH B kel HREH bRyl c AR tag look-up table 34

ahtlhaes Aetdilsnef it sdriff eqtes finatli Nt canldredd i@l mobile terminating

%ﬁrgzsent ation of the amount to be transferred. For
fpldarges” or “twenty-five" can be used to indicate

that an anmpbunt of $25 is intended to be transferred

to the account associated with the 20 target _
cldrensiystean wilhnewhecdeserihad with refergaceacta segeexamples.  In the first

SHARHIG 56 He0Red2A 2 1k SH 6 7450 TRARGOL of hrtBoring crealt rom

que conmmunl

ig#eNof fhier asocidied smmnhwosmuﬁl ar&t amcuedem aecotht Jrof second
exanpl e, 0917 893 0986. On receipt of the

CYSAMECH-i ons nessage 32, the paynents facilitator 20

parses 25 the comuni cati ons message 32 to determ ne

ts conmponent parts. Accord upon conpl etion of
tTrvemﬁ@t%fh@trap%featﬂrghcustﬁmeﬁé Ohwgemmlﬂ@%ﬁlormrn@agage 32, in

ﬁ%?éﬁ S]LO% ?ﬂl\ﬂ%ﬂ@gﬁﬁé,gjhe ?@?g{%@ K%!Hﬁtoggg%t Phe communications

Imbsaalgélaﬁls refuired i caimpbnwith ¢the following tentatf i cat i on,

t he uni que comruni cation identifier of the first

conmuni cation device 22 is al so established. Paynents

facilit SEMND 2B dent>oftaged € emnvemicationtDevicdidantifier>

value into a format that provides for conparison to

the various tariff rates defined by the carrier 28 5

fThet <Ameustocemponetihef ttlae idofnrhobicatipns atdssage. 32\ can be either a
%8 e?{c!a repressetn?e‘tl%nmcgre abﬁé%SP representation of the amount to be
transferred. For example, 25" or “twenty-five” can be used io indicate that an
amount of $25 Is intended to be transferred 1o the account associated with the

target communication device identifier.

The <Target Communication Device ldentifier> component of the communications
message 32 is the unigue communication identifier of the second communication
device 24. For example, 0817 893 0986. )

On receipt of the communications message 32, the payments facilitator 20 parses
the communications message 32 to determine its component paris. Accordingly,
upon completion of the parsing operation, the paymenis facilitator 20 has

separately identified the <Amount> vailue and the <Target Cornmunication Device
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the <Anount > val ue and the various tariff rates to

determ ne the closest tariff raig to the <Amount2¥ March 2006

val ue. A charge to the first custoner's 14 account 30

with the carrier 28 (as determ ned through the,

uni que conmuni cation identifier established via the

automatic caller identification technique) is then
midintifier:t. heT paopgbnasiohtaticacalien atemtifiedtidry ihei thiiengommunication

Cco d 35.tq . the billing system18.representative of
RS P s G i o a2 4. SRp S3fAblRhetc
having the tariff rate closest to the <Anmount> val ue.
Once the first custoner's 14 account 30 has been

apaveisntutasifaton 4P dban opreatep 49 reRvart g cAMQuNG? vabie into a format
R RBALEL 95 bBnREREbh e SRARD AR aSiRdd py the carrier 28

acco achi éved Dby,
t treat af@sgetd Go tns tarifldoiruDrible 84. |AleotnpErieon isvilidh iaele between

“uni que communi catiop, identifier_of the cgegzcond

cther mougtyalug ansl e riousrarifdptas o ¢etethingihesiosast tariff rate
| B Ak 4 i | i - tad i :
t RLHGESEoA R, DEIRL ' 2 SHRrG 10 Ul Tt EEABEPE % piufi 30 with the
pecartieo P8 {as deferyived thregghlthe anidue stknowmicatioal identifier established
their account. 30. 2Q . In. this, the second, exanpl 0 pe
d\é@c‘i‘?b%‘&?”ﬁﬂps?a”@ﬂé@%wpai'ﬂ“!@CIHEQP?)OESTW ”%&% f%‘g i payments
PRMIRAEr 20'byIRARENG LNV S $6 R BNRESy NP8 re(?resentative of
merchant 36." The Second exanple is shown graphically
atherirgueesiemerd4i mvingtreadea gallyoreatlinef hawng dos tanife rate closest fo
S C ni cati ons nessage 32, in the form of
z}\tﬁ'esfég'gﬁﬂ@ga‘g%@g‘to the paynments facilitator 20. The 25
comuni cations message 32 is required to conply wth
B o A, B B, Womrt .
QEHyIhEte FailidgoMBE HRge oBarated) td erariiit ther sscondWiBtdi@als 24 account
representation or a textual representation of the

unthig ds rrehievesy by fiktilye dostchingn §1e ryT@dgetrgpmmunication Device

" n " _ H "o a . . . ,
FHBAME> R U B KRB s 2 B lomers 24
recohaht3036. THeeakde ra ammieddnd7 fis einitiatechdontiet bdling system 18

TR plec RS a e 2RI & ayment, whetner pre-
Iyoshpaymere Mgual & the™@&mount> value on their account 30.

In this, the second example to be described, first customer 14 is desirous of
making payment for goods and/or services provided by a merchant 36. The

second example is shown graphically at Figure 2.

To initiate the payment, first customer 14 sends a communications message 32,
in the form of an SMS message, to the payments facilitator 20. The
communjcations message 32 is required to comply with the following format:

SEND <Amount> <Merchant [dentifier>

The <Amount> component of the communications message 32 can be either a

numerical representation or a iexiual representation of the amount to be
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5 be the nobil e phone nunber of the nerchant 36.
Alternatively, the <Merchant Igentifier> may be Z March 2006
uni que identifier assigned to théeé nmerchant 36 by the
paynments facilitator 20. On receipt of the

comuni cati ons nessage 32, the paynents facilitator 20
parses the conmunications nessa e 32 to determine its

c mpefesiad. p&or £xameer RFgeN tweotiufive edimbleetisenh tofindicate that an

et 3 §% R ke PaRbRE >rf°*9'2f1ﬂ%b o the

<Merchant Identifier> Through automatic caller
e uni gue co nication identifier

t RB8r Msfchasb iariiest comRaser el she comitnuyCations massage a2 is the
eghRfk lagﬁlﬁier':@%ﬂ@ 'Fﬁércﬁ?ﬁi b6l %‘P %xg%gié‘ ecﬂe%ﬁén%h%ﬁt feRntifier> may

convert the <Amnount> value Into a nonetary va
Abe dhpamubm phsnerranﬂhad of him mnhamWeS&ArﬁMaematlvdy uthe <Merchant

e variouys tarif.f rates 0 dete e cl ose
¢ bfsrifera ey 55 i UinebriSh i, 855I6R5HN G JBS, Geriant 36 by the
f bapheftshemRiios2d.4 account 30 with the carrier 28 (as
determ ned through the uni que communi cation

identifier established via the automatic caller

| BANeLEipE B tl@cérﬁﬁﬁ%é&f%s'rﬁeé% %%‘qmﬁrgﬁiéyg@%tg%(ﬂﬁgf& 20 parses

facilitator 20 Initrating a
bihiel q:orgnwslaélnns 8n$mag&saa tadetermine s edmparient mchordung!y,

14 havin on a |ine.havi t he t

e SBdeliBy Cof B8 paind RARLET B PeimeRts, Hoiitator 20 has
CeisiAaRIy ﬁjehﬁr@@w&ﬂn?&mas;ah@ean@m epdrah@hdentifier>. Through
char ged, paynments facilitator 20 then operates to

caléfamaﬂpt cas‘ﬂ%mhdeaﬁﬁ@atmn FbewHpiuehecBgNiatiom glertifies of the first
éorﬁ%nﬁc\éﬁgg%lde%i isaélba%s?alﬁgﬁ'ﬁgnd 37 to the billing

syste resentafive paynent s
faC| Iltator 20 haV| ng made a paynent equal to the

obt fi ns I%éaetjﬂtfﬁiip tHQ%”@ Fé@%'é&rr%ﬂr f?eo ﬂ{?ﬁaunb value into a

ion d sinres ec
mapnéiznyg vamuabeApmrdpbysmhm:mewgnmdﬂeebeihmh ilheokAnmunP value and

RE ke (3T e earto drtoBine g cipsert R T els © 88) Amount> vatue.
A cNBFENM2PROEALIBBMAR fddbolft ARHThe dé@héie% %as determined
then made by the paynents facilitator 20 to

ithesvging thedumigive leanpmaeicatian tideatifigi resdablished \ner'thﬁaarutomatlc caller

GGShiRaREh edthid &I3L then made by the payments facilitator 20 by initiating a
command 35 to the billing system 18 representative oi the first customer 14

having made a call on a line having the tariff rate closest to the <Amount> value.

Once the first customer's 14 account 30 has been appropriately charged, the
payments facilitator 20 then operates to credit it's own account 30 with the carrier
28. This is achieved by, initiating a command 37 to the billing system 18
representative of the payments faciliiator 20 having made a payment egual to the

<Amount> value,

The payments facilitator 20 then obtains identffication details in respect of the
merchant to be paid by checking a merchant Jook-up table 38 (<Merchant
ldentifier> values .equating to the look-up key of the merchant look-up table 38)
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tender or by electronic transfer rather than in credit

to his/her nobile phone accoun?. 5 - In yet a thrMdarch 2006
exanpl e hereafter described, fi 4t customer 14

establ i shes comuni cation with the paynent

facilitator 20 using a pre-determ ned tel ephone

nunber. An autonated system (not shown) of the paynent

f &ayimera ddreque tatdgnount>pratugpis thee madetbycthetpaveteritd facilitator 20
to enter, jin a uni ggfaéommnicati on ibfgentifi er for the

i 7 Sriseniided snerh heNafsuRannsr.Hae ardtest cap. be paid in legal
ggfna?ﬁr;&tb )l?@uéﬂéﬁﬂsﬁiclé')?n%'%?nrgﬁ%{é% G b it rio%i%&er mobile phone

vOl Cé or ephone ke
Reagesulitess of the, method used to enter in the
details, the automated systemis adapted to convert
the speech or set of DIMF tones into a unique

cMmysti gathieh exdlapkl fHereaiter aldseripBd, st \istdméNel4 establishes
paynments facilitator 20. Once_a uni que conmuni cation
| gemmunicationayithdba paymentdaplitatoie2using audiedirtermingd telephone

g, A A O AW L g R b

cpsingpEethe kst anstagi niett ented i antnided dohambivicetioe &lantifier for the
by the tel ephone_keypad with the entered anount being
c EPGvEBt af fi AmoUT-e; ke tansfereedayishfitst customer 14, can

facili . _ L
¢ B kel B R A TATBE\Bics R o LEhine By pREh S REfiRkE
tariff rates defined by the carrier 28 that are stored

. . ) | : ‘
| RESARISE b fnd AP 06, eR I UL SEEL U Sl system i
Aaddpteddo tonvért the sigeectust sateof BT tanesumib BOniguelrcommunication

t) y 28 .d ined th h t [

ORRTTLE BRIt o CevATIS FRANGIS dhe. aut omat i c

caller identification technique) is then nade by the

(GHERe Breferiprafbiisaten HepiitofieBrol SneREDy tpenst customer
CUS tiRERIutdAatRPSREMBBmAs & firedtudtdrh&e14h &Y eRtertiR®he amount to

tariff rate closest to the entered anobunt value. Once
thretransferredu stiwriirst susiprage 4 vanzapaia enirfeamount details by voice or

RPN CORLPE G O AR B Ry Sl E88lp o 2 o
awtivertd thd paymiatsciaclititor 20.

Payments facilitator 20 then operates to compare the entered amount to the
various tariff rates defined by the carrier 28 that are stored in the tariff look-up
table 34 and thereby determine the closest tariff rate to the entered amount value.
A charge to the first customer’s 14 account 30 with the carrier 28 (as determined
through the unigue communication identifier established via the automatic caller
identification technique) is then made by the paymenis facilitator 20 by initiating a
command 35 to the bhilling system 18 representative of the first customer 14
having made a call on a line having the tariff rate closest to the entered amount

value.

Once the first customer’'s 14 account 30 has been appropriately charged, the

payments facilitator 20 then operates to credii the second customer's 24 account.
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30. This is achieved by, firstly, matching the entered

uni que communi cation identifier,,Wwth the unlque 27 March 2006
comuni cation identifier of the Second custoner's 24

account 30. Thereafter, a command 37 is initiated to

the billing system 18 representative of the second

custoner 24 having nade a paynent, whether pre- 5 or

pdil. - pHyisEist aclegued Hyo firkily, emadeteng atreuahtevad umige communication

oS HITRE 4ot iy oG ToRvan el he Sacandscustomer's 24
t ckehaRs el éﬂ@é@&c'% c%g\a SEAYO87 N ”Enﬁﬁleftégr@ooﬂ?e ‘ll}mng system 18

hi's aSSOCIat accoun to an assocl ated acco

30eplfeseatativdg ce:hthﬁsmondlﬁ:usf@nen PYildving heade ansEyement, whether pre-
n| catlons message 32,

first {:ustorre g
i PV PP§ Pﬂ‘émfﬂﬁ %@Ouﬂb"% HE ikl n?t‘?&OUI‘Pt 30.
faci litator 20. The communi catl ons message 32 is

required only to specify the uni que communication
i dRAcFedapce iR owlexamelenphihe caepesedisyster, the fiisé customer 14

E)Es?ﬂs:\‘tbcﬁaH&%ij z%w l}rl%f)eﬁﬁ‘éangu u%%ﬂﬂ@ﬁe%%o@gﬁscgf Ris associated

conmmmuni cat1 ons" nmessag paynent

f acchuritatddrio2th assoviatet sacbbenpwrnﬂseamd oustoneggage 32
into a format native to the paynents 15 facilitator
20. Through automatic caller identification, the

uilodpigiateothetnhesser, Gitst duttaiief I1ﬂrse§|’lfdstéleoﬁ1nﬁ|§mcat!ons message 32, in
communi cation device 22 is al so established. Paynents
f 58 1aria@lor SHES rpessagenin the samﬁﬁmlﬁﬁf@r&stﬁg%commumcatlons

( H@ssﬁ?@vﬁ)istr@ uiré§ ‘6?15/ %%E;@Ctﬁ% Lﬂﬂgﬁ@\éb ?atBH Eifgflflel’ of the

conmun catlons nessag econ
t hatorfd cammuunidativardeddce 24, iedthet déviee ubgd Hmyshe sieqoed 20stomer 16,
conmuni cation identifier) intends to transfer noney

between their respective accounts 30. The

c@ammﬁi:&iia‘it iobrthensesmyeniCatidiise messpges 32, stheopdyments facilitator 20

KR Bttt 228 ol e o

rmmtafmnqot hEh hyammmecélre@nuém.oaﬁsﬁnmecuﬁhga%mmumcanon
(via second 25 conmunication device 24 th

p'Q?HEfﬂﬁVSOfftB‘é firstcenyPunatiomdevics 3 alse astablined.a
format native to the paynents, facilitator. As an
optional, but preferred, step, the paynents
tBaymepis: faciliaios 20dthen genrds @ commuiealiang meassege (not shown) to

i SetaiCe rﬁﬂ@g'ké?f% 30880)24.0 Fli§ ddrhdlinfcstibREShedshge informs the

second customer 16 that first customer 14 (as identified by his unique
communication identifier) intends to transfer money between their respective
accounts 30. The communications message further requests second customer 16
to reply to the message indicating the amount to be transferred between the

accounts.

On receiving the reply message from the second customer 16 (via second
communication device 24), the payments facilitator 20 converts the amouni into a

format native to the payments facilitator.

As an opiicnal, but preferred, step, the payments facilitator 20 sends a yef further
communications message (again not shown) to the first customer 14 (via first
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30

27 March 2006 conmuni cation device 22). This

communi cations nessage includesqdetails of the armuatch 2006
the second customer 16 has requested be transferred to

the second custoner's 16 associ ated account 30. The

first custoner 14 is then asked to respond to the

comruni cati ons nessage in a manner indicating that the
t IC@AYNBRICBLipR dewicgrdbe ethigicomnmaicativimhmeassage includes details of the

| AORYE FRCsAREP aErfRE 8] naf MRESE AF Eanfed to the second

| deBtdnhératiboassboites Sbcol@t B0l s Theefirt ici8tdrRes Ad®is then asked o
ot her security arrangenent in the respondi ng nessage

upesPonsoie thengemeawinigations 9esepgs: icadaanizgy Ngicesng that the transfer

( f%p)f @,@'@g%h}?ﬂ@@% %ggnf;&ﬁ% ’,F%S’IQ‘%{I@%B%@E[QES% U eduested. This

f m;i intakverthdGirsthamidrake hcluditdradidrsemnalies NERAtibA fumber or details
quest ed anount and the various tariff rates to

ating e some effyesacurily anmnggment dntthe respordingdnessage. Upon

SRy 58y b BN PR o
c attoned & within sl préddtéeninedtpaitlodsdteidna)l a t he

automatic caller identification technique) is then
made by the paynents facilitator 15 20 by initiating a

C PayRRthisS ladiRatoh@0bhkhimgksy atoom féflﬁoﬁma&%h&hbwﬁqaésted amount
the first  custonmer 14 having acall on a line

hatd et vasious iariff najese t@l@@ﬁ‘n?dh?h@DSQ@q@é‘&r@éﬁ to the requested
agRidiht. g‘%ﬁa{ac_{éetcf Heﬁhréiﬁﬁsﬂ?ﬁér§ 1HAa85 A Mo Rt hhtﬂ?. carrier 20 (as
el'y charged, €

been appr opr paynent's fac:ll
20etehminesbdnmugh the cuiquée cdramumicatibne iddrdifier ' sst3Blished via the

Rt IBE e Eation TSdhiiia) i dnen diads By JRe Havients faciltator

CROBYThitRtihg 5 cORPTRUE 3820VthEhiliRg SyRidiHel 8 representahve of the first
communi cation identifier of the second custoner's 24

a@éﬂemﬂ@rzbl hanigperder a gallceimmdine3Taving ithe tipkif oate glosest to the

tem 18 representative of the second
u%ﬁ@#%ﬁoﬁﬁi\s” ng made a paynent, whether pre- or

post paynment, on their account equal to the requested

ﬁp?{?‘éﬂ@tﬁm{ "cu§{,§)?r't'd$rt‘%1 9 ?g&fﬁﬁ'?ﬁ $fhsPheling (;:ﬁ)%;?l‘?%ely gharged, the

elnventionis n
t payinhente rfacitiiatem2( tites opet’éﬁels td orauh thecsgaund duxtomer's 24 account

:&% n.hlygtn lgo@,&lg\?ﬁs’f | bg‘waqlf ?ﬁquﬂi%lgu ee turr11(|aqt,}ceolclor%vr\f'lITI’CS1 cation identifier
specified in communications message 32 with the unique communication identifier
of the second customer’s 24 account 30. Thereafter, a command 37 is initiated o
the billing sysiem 18 representative of the second customer 24 having made a
payment, whether pre- or post—paymén’r, on their account equal to the requested

amount.

It should be appreciated by the person skilled in the art that the inveniion is not
limited o the embodiments described. In particular, the inventions as described
can include the following modifications and/or additions:

@ the invention can be modified fo suit a siiuation where the

communications network 12 is a data communications network such
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(r) the invention can be nodified to suit a situation

where the 30 comruni cations netibgork 12 i s a dat a7 March 2006
comuni cations network such. 17 27 March 2006 as the

Internet. In such an arrangenent it is envisaged that

the first and second conmmunication devices 22, 26

take the formof conputers and the comuni cati ons

message 32 asatbesintereet.olmsuth an asamgemenint isigbeisaged that the first
uni que identifiers can then be.used to identi th

conmuni cat ia&‘if osé%ﬁ%’@s,wﬁmwﬁt'oﬁ‘ nggi"ﬁ?%EEP 59 faKke"She form of

si tuati ons,cohffutef: afd e 88mAturlitRicrRMEESIgdBY t&ls ihe form of an
used as the unique identifier. The communi cati ons

message 32 eampilbeAauspbediof nnigueaidestifiersfcanitngs, be used to identify
provided that as, a mninmumthe anount to be paid and. ,
Pent | 11 catht oG REaDRE dimyires JEMAeR: MaPRtBrE Stons, the 1P

in the messAdfessléF tﬁ@rcoegme% fayBidéd at s snigRetiféntifier,
conmuni cati ons nessage 3Z may i nclude: (i) adding

conmponent identifying which of a plurality of

accounts 3@pkr B%Wﬁgaﬂd}%mﬁs%‘gg% B} pLAalhSi8Sin a variety of

the paynent to be nade. ng ‘conponen
i denti fyi ngrays| airovitled fHatr as i 4 ymafimuat dbanasodft to be paid and

associated. with the second custoner. 24 the first .
cust oner - LifanuFatien, SE a8 HeHREH TEHBIEL,ATBIpCIugRd in the message
addi ng a cegpeRghpid daBbiflcstiatk thdBbiptlMEaRMsBREsage 32 may

to be made to the recipient. For exanple, electronic

transfer, owhia: of associated account 30 held in the
recipient's nane with carrier 28 or by |egal tender.

In the case of (i) and (ii) above, paynent processing

will need to bdi) nodaddieg ¢amponeaninatendifying uvdicheof a plurality of

apparent to the per Saocr(]:oflﬂsl Jﬁ&?ro'n‘?which the first customer 14 wishes the

payment to be made.

(i) adding component identifying which of a plurality of
accounts 30 associated with the second customer 24

the first customer 14 wants to credit with the payment.

(i)  adding a component identifying the method of payment
to be made to the recipient. For example, electronic
transfer, credit of associated account 30 held in the

recipient’s name with carrier 28 or by legal tender.

In the case of (i) and (ii) above, payment processing will need to be
modified in a manner as would be apparent to the person skilled in
the art.

o The cominunications message 32 may also be adapted to simply
include identification of the intended recipient. In such an
arrangement, the amount to be transferred can be an attribufe of, or
suffix_to, the ielephone line, e-mail address, or other intended‘
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30

the art. 25 m The comruni cati ons nessage 32 may al so

be adapted to sinply include igentification of timMarch2006

i ntended recipient. In such an "arrangenent, the

amount to be transferred can be an attribute of, or

suffix., to, the telephone |line, e-mail address, or

other intended 18 27 March 2006 destination of the )
communi cat Heatinatienseighe cppralaisation®messpoar did ¢lgborgte, a plurality

eoeSones " Befe BEY b 505D, LHUFEARE ofrone i
such arr apgeeeaiting g defemionsmbunbelo assogaadferted.  In such
with the line could 5 include as part of the dialled

digits, tharrangement otheetalephostee nuetper apsocisted tithe line could

810 coul d bhe,used C > f . '
arr angerren{n%#i%na% %5‘. c}ﬁb8@%%5{1§@@%rea¢ﬂ%w%H§iﬁ9°e%éls-§'hﬁ8ferred (eg.
reference iRoridsid SYOtdRIN ibe assdbyngudtbaters heVtramfer $10). This
t he communi cati ons nessage using the tel ephone |ine
cor r espondafigng@ment tharpravidasathe Haptensh withoar gasy reference fo

transfer. ' ' : ]
urtner adinnei B PLERM DR BT RRACECHE M Kofifndiftagons message
transf er r egsindj thé Uelephonainangeraypondinigeta theemnonnat that they wish
nunber dialled may be a conbination of a short code

number andt¥@nsi&f-que conmuni cation identifier for the

i ntended 15 recipient of the amount to be transferred.
Payments facilitator 20 then operates to parse the

di al | ed t eThphememuniastiens onessage Fnhanay megyet further adapted to

conmuni cat éiﬂﬁylg'é%%%g\f@ rar‘aBH?FﬁrWeefr%n' ferlddt AnBURALR Srrangement
format for st I'n subsequent proctessing. In .
si t uat i onsthehelephione fumbér diatiédnmay bé acbeidnation of a short code

details of the 20 apgount .to be transferre d/ or the .

uni que confHRPERANNK! HHNGYS &PWIEPWQE‘E% '33&3@50{% 8 intended
keypad, thechishest e At tedob8Braiferrddlapbasmbats facilitator 20
allow the first custonmer 14 to do so w thout needi ng% ]

to then operates to parse the dialled telephone number 1o obtain the

unigue communication identifier and convert it into a native format for

use in subsequent processing.

o

@ In situations where the first customer 14 enters in details of the
amount to be transferred and/or the unigue communication identifier
using the telephone keypad, the system as described may be
adapted to allow the first customer 14 to do so without needing to
wait for the prompts from the automated system. Insiead, the first
customer 14 may be able to split the dialled tones representing the
amount to be transferred form the dialled tones representing the
unique communication identifier using an appropriate separator key —

such as the " or “#” keys.

° Command 35 may take the form of a data packet in a format specific
to the billing system 18, an SMS message, an e-mail or a telephone
call utilising DTMF signals to indicate the amount to be transferred

and identify the intended recipient.
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wait for the pronpts fromthe autonmated system

I nstead, the first custoner 141%ny be able to sptiXiarch 2006
the dialled tones representing e 25 amount to be

transferred formthe dialled tones representing the

uni que conmuni cation identifier using an appropriate

separator key - such as the "' or "fa" keys. Conmand

35 mayet akel icheofronuniostiensd messpgekd? and Lonvnaad 35 may also be

specific tao th illing system18, a . nessage, . an .
a1 or Sebligatoln S0 Sateis ot PR PR &R G niBons devics
to indicat @z htheAlmiyerit® RRIlLABASEE BRI RN DiliHENEYdtdm 18 (as
the intended recipient. 19 5 10 27 March 2006 The

conmuni cat iappsoprisiehguusi2 ben@atinpathdvids mepnal o lsacrypting and
encrypt ed. ch situations at |east the first

ns
conmmuni cat id‘gﬁgypglggiregssagf’s.t he paynents facilitator 20

and the billing system 18 (as appropriate) mnmust be
equi pped with neans for encrypting and decrypting
messag®s. Ih & modicabap| Bh the fowth SXAMPlex drperdded, the, second

descri bed, e - y :

to speci fycwgﬁéagggﬂmc%géﬁ%%sﬁéﬁgg ?@éctﬁ% E@'@Z?gg"”m 30 the
in to, (i n sdnstisdobevdad in tchén sitgalimhscwbemnte etondacustomer 24
nore than gne account 30). ti ly, the first _ _
Cust oner 195 01 VA OBK LRt PRUBNANY. Be first customer 14
accept abl enfeyf bENGIBANRY cHMMRP thatdt d i2Rbepfdhfe A5CRINNaney to be
30 specified by the second custoner 24. e paynents
faci | i t at opaizbintmiherccatinpBe dpecifiad hyrife sesond wustamerc24.
update of the tariff |ook-up table 34 in the event of

a change in any of the tariff rates defined by the ‘
carri er 28Thé&Ppayhesrdsfariltatorél ineg heoadhpteddoarmngdsior automatic

?r{er E:E:nf eggg ﬂ%gpsfbgg‘i%@ﬁwr"{%%%jﬂ%qﬁﬁ %ﬁ %%ieﬂt 6Pa tcngnge in any of

the tariff rates defined by the carrier 28.

o The amount credited to the account 30 of the second customer 24 or
the amount paid to the merchant 38, may be subject to commissions
or fransaction costs as® levied by payments facilitator 20 which
increase the total afnount debited. The amount of commission or
iransaction cost may vary depending on such factors as amount of

payment to be made, recipient and/or method of payment.

® Other mechanisms than automatic caller identification can be used to
establish the unigue communication identifier of the first

communication device 22.

® The second customer 24 need not own or operaite a second
communications device 26. iIn such situations, the second customer
24 needs to have some other atiribute o facilitate identification and

communication.
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or transaction costs asp' levied by paynents

facilitator 20 which increase gﬂe total anmount 27 March 2006
debi ted. The anount of conm ssi or transaction cost

may vary dependi ng on such factors as amount of 20

paynment to be made, recipient and/or method of

paynent. O her nechanisns than automatic caller

i denti fei cat The pagmedrds taaidtator 20eand billish sysenuriBguey form part of a

conmuni cation identifier of the fir [0 ni cation . .
device 22, BEISFfDRLEH AVEBE) ARRIAtesh by, LIRS RO B Ngations cartier.
operate a second conmmunications device 26. In such

situations, the second custoner 24 needs to have some
otthehtoudd bei fbiher appresiated batibeinessen skiladiipAheme that variations and

SR8 o, MDA SR rmaties gr substies

-a cahabgefonsioingdt r fanrs yemfoplesraeatbddimehts falling within the intended

tel econmuni cations carrier, It should be further
appPRe Phtnedin¥gni® person skilled in the art that
variations and conbinations of features described
above, not being alternatives or substitutes, 5 - can
be conbined to formyet further enbodi ments falling
within the intended scope of the invention. 10 21 The
Clains Defining the Invention are as Foll ows 27 March
2006 1. A systemfor facilitating paynent via a
comuni cations network using value accredited to a
custoner of an operator of the comunicati ons network,
the systemconprising: 5 a first conmunications

devi ce owned and/ or operated by the custoner, the
first conmuni cati ons device operable via the

communi cati ons net wor k;
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a paynent facilitator; a billing systemoperable to
provide billing functions to th§1operator for usezx7 Mfarch 2006
t he conmuni cati ons network, botfi'the custoner and the
paynment 10 facilitator having at | east one account

recorded with the billing system and a recipient,

where, when the paynents facilitator receives a

C j cations nessage fromthe customer, the

c el B nm%@%‘tw@ aeenes %?t"ﬂ\;ﬂé?ns of the

first conmunications device, the -paynents facilitator

operates to instruct the 15 billing systemto debit an
aftountsystemdop faailitating eymentplia @ cordnyipations network using value

necdereebla, g TS o i BBbrRRCar B BbFindivetians networt. the
be pajstbrh @ohipRisikei pi ent to the payments facilitator's

at least one account and, wherein, the paynents
facilitator then operates to nmake a paynent to the

reci pi gifrstegbiahunfoaiibhs FENEY olvRe® @nBRdbpetbied byfthe customer, the
system for facilitating paynment according to claima1,

wher e fitsé coponwnieaiicns deldceropstaiple Vigelie daramuaicabiohs detwork;

of paynent, the paynents facilitator thereafter

operable to nmake a paynent to the recipient equal to

the aapaymend fasiitptird according to the identified

nmet hod of paynent. 3. A systemfor facilitating

paynment according to claim2, where the nethod of 25

paynena hilsngegstefn therabid toprovide billeg funkiions talttsd eperator for use

cheque;, | egal tender.. 22 27 MaJc 006 4. system, for

faci | itadf gc%ﬂwmat'geéopﬁ tgjo_g‘ﬁyt?‘& 88&9 andi %e payment
wher e {aagitate PAEVAY Gl LA DNERFRBUAL I<tdRdéd Wik thEilling system; and
anount to be paidto the recipient, the paynents

facilitator thereafter operable to debit the

i dent i k&gpiaAPunt to be paid to the recipient from

the custoner's at |east one account and operable to 5
instruct the billing systemto credit the identified

anoWherd OwpenPied phPnidhes fadiftaRireflceivest BechipfiRii@itions message
at | east one account. 5, A systemfor facilitatin
pay ffefit thecewstamey, the esrprumicaiions| rapsage being, samgwemeans of the

ngg%gg%ﬁgfcgﬁ%é 'i:@vﬂ:re, 'thé %a‘{rﬁ‘?eﬁt@qa&RWBﬁ&Iaiteosn%o instruct the
billing system to debit an amount to be paid to the recipient from the
customer’s at least one account and operates to instruct the billing system to
credit the amount to be paid to the recipient to the payments facilitator's at
least one account and, wherein, the payments facilitator then operates to

make a payment io the recipient equal to the amount to be paid.

2. A system for facilitating payment according to claim 1, where the
communications message identifies a method of payment, the paymenis
facilitator thereafter operable to make a payment to the recipient equal to the
amount to be paid according to the identified method of payment.

3. A system for facilitating payment according to claim 2, where the method of
payment is one of the following: electronic transfer; cheque,; legal tender.
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destination address, the destination address

associated with a predeterm ned,40 anpunt to be pziMarch 2006
to the recipient, wherein the paynents facilitator
thereafter operat es to debit the predeterm ned anount

to be paid to the recipient from the custoner's at

| east one account and operates to instruct the billing
s¢sthemystem tardaciitating pavserntacrording dadin prt@@ed@lgp%law where the

280&Eﬁi*ﬁﬁ'ggﬁgﬁé\"i%%s%éﬁq'ﬁﬁ%ﬁ‘f%s?ﬂ% Fur it o3 hafliB g rgoiient. tne

COMBaRhihs Gﬁ@ihmw\ﬂ@fe@ﬁem%e&(@bll@ to afbitethd fiEriitied amouni to be
customer of an operator of the communications network

t he paif) i e msinienkiren: the qustemers minleast Aneorrcayeyiapd operable to

cominifUea e AMBCHEed i Madt I Fanreelamieh bR e g paid to the

net Wedilsien2 b the RSiesy i l8abl diid agcayst em operable to
provide billing functions to the operator for use of

t he communi cati ons network, both the customer and the

rgc ippéﬁémh@v FAdlitaBhg |p%?fﬂen@ %ecwm ah§ GPRASILIMinid1 to 3, where

the billing system and a payne acilitator, 25
wheitke phawnentse fosifialat sraogiiasi ttheorconyplnicalions message via a

oAl RS SR agbi A St BREEgiahdF i o prectemmined
fir sndimimd beCpsid Ctbsthde’éb?%ntt acpsiy the toayhaarits Hacilitator thereafter
conmuni cates with the 23 March 2006, r eci pi ent

spe@Ppipten tadishi theopisdeteramiaed anaetinti iRebe AR i e recipient from
facyld E?étBﬁleg Qﬁeél?@h tldhei & nﬁét?téé“ﬁw lﬁgirhéﬂﬂe billing system

system It t e spec:| anmou rom-t
c ustoordiidhatprédaermores amouu’nto o ghaisbter thisl recipdent to the recipient's
[ nstHJEc the billi ng systemto credit the specified
amo BhEASHORR CpRyt pient's at |east one account. 5 -7.
A system for facilitating payment according to claim

6, where th | faciljtator e .

B e los AHTEDS BRI B VR cammBRRrRRGeS riduork using value
anoyBredREE ith i £Busdmidicof 86 idplepitor ioF tAE caewARhizBliens network, the
anount to be transferred and where, upon

conPYSiRE SBAPII$IAG. paynents facilitator operates to
i nstruct the "

a first communications device owned and/or opera’ted by the customer, the

first communications device operable via the communications network;
a recipient;

a billing system operable to provide billing functions to the operator for use
of the communications network, both the customer and the recipient having

at least one account recorded with the billing system; and
a paymenits facilitator,

where, when the payments facilitator receives a cominmunications message
from the cusiomer, the communications message being sent by means of the

first communications device, the payments facilitator communicates with the



billing systemto debit the specified amount fromthe
custoner's at |east one 10 acc t and operates tIy March 2006
instruct the billing systemto Credit the specified

anount to the recipient's at | east one account. 8. A

system for facilitating paynment according to claim®6

or claim?7, where, when the paynents facilitator

comregipiEat ¢e speciy eheameunbioche transéerredi theqrayragrds facilitator then

t he SRR RgOapSFiH e HillParsveisiine drlat At SEHES ahpunt from the
to tc%ﬁ%tdrﬁéﬂ@b?h@as't onkCad@ubafdidherhbrR ﬂ%amgﬁﬁf:tlsthﬁgbiiling system to

facilitator then operable to instruct the billi
sy stosedlit thecspeatified armogptis thedgdcipraniistattleastane account.
recipient's specified at | east one account. 9. A
systemfor facilitating paynent according to claim 8,

whe e systenp fymieititatirigapayineat accoslirgpéo ataimn 6p where the payments

comunj.cate with e custoner, to confirmthat the at .

o Taallsris eratahi: (c par e e, Wi dhP ORISR 16 Sagirm that the

acc n : i A

acceRaRl SRETRUSy 1 rEBBCrSRe S HEAIImOEIP® be transfored

pay medtwhdrac Lpon apofirnaéoratibe paynmands faclitatdreogsiratesig instruct the
speci d_anoun

;Lo il Syelpla AP ang Rreetief GiABtH kolibine Systamer's at least one

10 SYSERBbHR! ah@dpdrhRisl Y iRAMIER theaBMMgd !s?QieW t6! &eft the specified

1

iy

20

25

or claim9, where the 25 paynents facilitator
comangutdiethadecipienis atisashaie aeeounts i r st

communi cati ons nessage and the custoner provides
confirmation to the paynents facilitator via a second

cbmAusystemi fonfoifietingpaymenbacoaidinty tLotaim 6. ox dgis émvhere, when

for faci |litating. ' . Y Qi f .

O B ] R B RRA b AL Y8BTt e reciont also
conkpédifiés die vecipieat'pay nendtsorfeaattodratwith whe biling system to which
conmuni cati ons nesscfge whi ch i ncl

1. .L{dsa_uniqﬂ]e .
conth& ARCHBhIq Bemaid [uthe reeinienlisita ks BRidiiac e paymagts facilitator
pay i ot aBfethN8s it Ghd bilidg sy AT © ¢rB8it Wk SH8cified amount to the
confirmation identifier is & personal identification
nuntssipient' aspeciiahaticasBone egeouwnh for facilitating
paynment according to any one,of clains 7 or 9 to 12,
where the custoner is required to provide confirmation
% Ahsyspaynientiacilitaiiog | payment atadidingatopeletet &rwhekedthe payments

ti n%cﬁﬁétb??s Sﬁé‘%ﬁi‘eclo”%oﬁn%’u%éaﬁs \Elf.&hnﬁ'let Eﬁstomer to confirm that the at
least one account specified by the recipient is an acceptable account for the
specified amount to be transferred to and where, upon confirmation, the
payments facilitator operates o instruct the billing system {o credit the

specified amount to the recipient's' specified at least one account.

10.A system for facilitating payment according to claim 7 or claim 9, where the
paymenis facilitator communicates with the customer via a first
communications message and the customer provides confirmation {o the

paymenis facilitator via a second communications massage.
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paynments facilitator comruni cates with the custoner,
the paynents facilitator 10 onl §4operabl e to i nstIUdtarch 2006

the billing systemto debit the specified anount from
the custoner's. at |east one account and operable to
instruct the billing system to credit the specified

anount to the reC|p|ent s at | east one account, up
r ddeh\aystera Far Fagititatiog payment EtClﬁ?@beﬂﬁd@t@NTPﬂ%detq*Wﬁ”'S 7, 9 or 10,

|to gr g‘ﬁoseﬂ‘?n %Fagﬁ’gﬁﬂpgo %easilgbhméﬁ ?@%Hﬁgaﬁ%ﬁ&%e&ator via a

ConMaghdahicafienepRsaag e visioh indieged Aainife fohinatibR9dentifier.
paynments facilitator thereafter operable to instruct

the billing systemto credit the anount to be paid to
the A%@‘sférﬁ%rt@cﬁlﬁﬁ ”P ﬁé&%Méh?Qcé@r@'ﬂﬁq & clSinft 1] Qrﬂ%re the unique
one account A systemfor facilitating payment

ac c arantifingation afgntifieeisod petsainabidentiicaipn nuraber ot Agassword.
paynments facilitator receives the comruni cations

nmessage via a 20 destination address, the destination -
addr&systent ferfaatitdingapaanentt ancomdmgitocanydbn@ of wizdms 7 or 9 to 12,

f dent i f the r
F ac AR U1 INGIEPE 05 ToBHBPAC PIRVRRGEREMaHRR fo the payments

bi | 'fb@ﬂta?éﬁsmmnt 9 é@gieﬁnﬁﬁlﬁj Y PErib@ dePnd@h&ing GrdMi&he time the

reciprent to the i entl i abl e reC|p|ent s at | east one
accqaymerits faciitptareromiounicates iithtthaguségmentthe payments facilitator

acco to,claim,14 liml wher 25 ..

oy Y SReLAIF 16 assrict die BIE bR RLGphi Erg SBpeiied amount from
CONRAE ich8icineY SURaBEHRE %&bouﬂt@éﬁd Bpéfab%mﬂﬂisﬁdct thet bifing system
comuni cati ons message, associated W th

desttprqedv@ﬁheoﬁne@ﬁ@d @mqu'ﬁ\& tadbe mptn*@ﬁ'i& ﬁ% least one account, upon
dest.p &glfn?;g:o?ﬁgl Sficn ﬁ%ﬁb?ér?nm (?ﬂﬁfenﬁ‘erféﬂ“ que

mer ¢ rers or s fer chant 100
tabl e, each 25 27 I\/Iarch 2006 uni que nerchant

% 8 %étgltn fop {%&Iﬂ?ﬁ% Eg?ﬁﬁ nk 90K gfwi%baluﬂ/ bz Bgclalr?s 6,19 13, where

éd w ormat | i n°respect
nrer Gharmbmrﬁﬁméa’smm amsisagefrdemﬂuﬂasaMSn@cnﬂﬁmterHue payments facilitator
according to an ece

e theienrsnopg PRI AEney RSk VSR 1 Prectidng AgpHnt to be paid

Lo R tiRatetidiahed thEddiiiRdbehient@aMBad one account.
representative of the custoner having initiated a

comuni cat i on u5|ng the fiirst communi cation device

{‘2&( 'tmhgys?%@?glf fea;cnftéﬁlﬁg phpeent ad&briifiy BB éne bPciBRNPBItd 13, where
the paymenis facilitator receives the communications message via a
destination address, the destination address either associated with, or
including, means for identifying the recipient, the payments facilitator thereafter
operable to instruct the billing system to credit the amount to be paid to the

recipient o the identifiable recipient’s at least one account.

16.A system for facilitating payment according to claim 14 or claim 15 where the
payments facilitator identifies the recipient by comparing a unique merchant
identifier embodied in the- communications message, associated with the
destination address, or inciuded within the desiination address, as appropriate,
against unique merchant identifiers stored in a merchant look-up table, each
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18. A systemfor facilitating paynent via a

communi cati ons networ k using va?ge accredi ted to7AMarch 2006
custoner of an operator of the nmuni cati ons net work,

the 10 system conprising: a first comuni cations

devi ce owner and/or operated by the custoner, the

first communi cati ons devi ce operable via the
comumiguatmencsantidentifier i theonpiahant leokeip tahlg bejng associated with
operabl e t rovide billi unctions to the operator

f or ‘@g@er E‘gﬁ‘g‘ﬁat{%'%fgﬁﬁﬁ &%&E%"ﬁ%rcﬁép%r k, both the
custoner and the recipient having at |east one

account recqorded with the billing system and a

pay rrsy§tana éen lclit@ing pAWRent aprardingelopaipnBrrceding claim, where the
the DR R DifiRg SyERIITER 1R STRERERERS peldfPkgy the form of

reans comrmived 28peiseatativensiuthecaustomer devingeinitidied a communication

paynments facilitator jssues, an instructjaq

t t he
bi 1 195408 18 TesthopmIT HBCABRR dotics RRfiReAalE SR BRpaR pdhe amount
of t il initiated a comruni cation
usi &ge%%}%ggﬁg?tﬁe{:o ibﬁ?'cati on device having a tariff
rate closest to the anbunt to be paid to the recipient
a i i nstr ' . i LLi .
S8R5SR Io! RERHE AR Vi SLbON RS bR using vae
t he acepediieainto hasustgmendd am ppymort off thet bemapmigdtions network, the
equal. %ﬁom the apount to be paid to the recipient. 26
27 NHPEM SE0WIM'PYY9A system for facilitating payment
according to claim1l7 or claim 18, where the paynents
facili t?,t or determ nes topa]ir' conmuni cat j on havi Q%Ua
tarif f 2ASleCAIRPIGAtoNS qeyiCeAHIIRE 20U 0 OPFERIGARY hgecustomer, the
reci pi §i3f B RiSaidRSadic@ opefduid visaRK-cobnrhafic8iions network:;
conprising details of at |east one conmunicati on
tariff rate presently set by the 5 operator. 20.A
syst emy f&finfeRei | i tating paynment according to claim 19,
where the ?ari'ff | ook-up table is automatically
updated with details of comrunication tariff rates
pr esens i : j j
br s vvor'?( %@353{%217{ bR & Brovite bifh RMBHENS &S ¥ Sperator for use
of the communications networlk, both the customer and the recipient having

at least one account recorded with the billing system; and
a paymenis facilitator,

where, when the payments facilitator receives a communications message
from the customer, the communications message being sent by means of the
first communications device, the paymenis facilifator issues an instruction to
the billing system in the form of a command representative of the customer
having inittated a communication using the first communication device having
a taiiff rate closest to the amount to be paid to the recipient and operates to
issue an instruction to the bifling system in the form of a command
representative of the recipient having made a payment to the operator equal to
the amount to be paid to the recipient. -
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operat or changes any of the comrunication tariff

rates, or adds or deletes a 10,gomuni cation tarif¥larch 2006
rate. 21. A systemfor facilitating paynment according

to any one of clainms 6 to 20, as dependent on claim

6, where the instruction to the billing systemto

credit the anpunt to be paid to the recipient takes

t H9. Acystesn far awititgting paynestacearding tooglaimd Trcemfpnneﬁﬁ where the
havi ng nmade t.to.the operator al, to the

amouRTets fEeBAaE fateriider e Comilini et havia Aotarif rate closest
for foamid amalhhe PaYFEAtoaseYedipithit Iy ?éférrﬁ’fgeftﬁﬁ' 88 look-up table
claim where the conmmunications nessage identifies

whi céproprising detaitsonieat Isasit oneceqmminicativsdatinitratengresently set by the
amount to be paid to the recipient is to be debited

fron‘f’pgrﬁgx paynents facilitator thereafter operable to

instruct the billing systemto debit 20 the anobunt to

2208 ssteh [ GatiiBRG HRymA Roapidind o 0aua 42, Mograie tarif look-up
SySt’:%Hlef Q& éﬁsmatﬁ:@w nt?pdﬁéﬁeﬂﬁtha%@ﬂg' Be éd?m%%)’nc%ﬂ@n tariff rates

of clalns al s 22, as dependent
cl aupreaentlwwt eby hﬁélec@mmtocaafl thes cmmgag:atlodenmeﬁmods when the
\ghnl)fﬁﬂe?%@tr %abggﬁgﬁr@n gomgﬁisngqag %gl%o gt%se or adds or delefes a

credjd,ﬁduh@at,bﬁea,ﬁaygfgnt s facilitator thereafter
operable to instruct the billing systemto credit the

anount to be paid to the recipient to the recipient's
aQW’-U%k/B E&eﬁcilﬂétﬁ% bByfneat %@W’iﬁg?ﬁi 'aﬁ?%neﬂﬁﬁ%%%s 6 to 20, as

rch 2006 systemfor facilita

accolepengenbormjeiy Bcwhere) thg msﬁﬁucﬂm it the bﬂhrmawﬁﬁtrsto credit the
fac 'elrh&.%t% tble n;])%ld rté qﬁ% Iré’chireﬁ ts:clhé B&ih #?%r o%‘?‘rpﬁgd representative

bi I T Ng" sys anoun
custod ks recipient Bamhgonada@cpaymemefprtbs epeaatbl eqoél to the amount to
comH SSi nd/ or_transaction costs. 5 25. A system for
f acife k& t%g"%'éﬁﬁ'@ﬁf‘ according to claim24, where the
payments facilitator operates to instruct the billing
amount to be [

temto d bi_t
?%ﬂ?maﬁ’d f?‘l‘i@""‘% 08 Mg %?%ggmpg@p%ngfclarm where the
Con%ﬁﬁh@mcéﬂﬂﬂ(é)rmessage identifies which of the customer's at least one

account the amount to be paid to the recipient is to be debiied from, the
payments facilitator thereafter operable to instruci the billing system to debit
the amount to be paid to the recipient from the customer’s account as

identified in the communications message.

23.A system for faclilitating payment according to any one of claims 1 to 5 or
claims 18 ito 22, as dependent on claim 18, where the communications
message identifies which of the recipient’s at least one account the amount to
be paid to the recipient is to be credited to, the payments facilitator thereafter
operable to instruct the billing system to credit the amount to be paid to the
recipient to the recipient's account as ideniified in the communicaiions

message.



transaction costs in the one instruction. 26.A

paynents facilitator for use VVI égl n a system for 27 March 2006
facilitating paynment via a nmruni cati ons net wor k

usi ng value accredited to a customar of an operator

of the conmuni cations network, the system conpri sing:

a first communi cations device owned and/ or operated by

t 12e, Ausyistamnfor faudlitating paymeﬁtrund:m‘dm@msadwpiremdmg clarm where the
operabl e via the comunj cati ons networ

C
ond REYROR BCHAISY B BiNSDaPEBTROL BHEIIBeHIING Fystem to debit 2
func
L onchRE AEbACIEREYE Ysldhet o Bbet Bie agpqupt represenatie o
pay ngsthmidsion bintiar ararkaetiog casts| east one account
recorded with the billing system where the paynents
facilitator, upon receipt of a conmmunications nessage

5 1 Qgrmtég@téﬁ%prwmaﬁﬁga 89?m@mn iaeabidM tORIEADR4 bRNBE: the payments
sent by neans of i rst communi cations device

operfat?é@t@bopﬂ@ﬁﬁ!%m inskisching biliossusterm togiehibihe aount tg be paid

arm tg{e Té,@) §@ﬂc%ﬂ¢1 U qggégf ?H‘LO%E rlgél%{gr ugéﬁ Vt%ﬁé‘f 88Fmission and/or

bl I Itrmmiahmtsqncths@nte ihbleuetipunt to be paid to the
recipient to the paynent facilitator's at |east one
account; and operates to nmake a paynent to the

regimi @W@ﬂgﬁbcﬂlﬁtbmﬂ)rwmtﬂim abQYﬂ@h‘d for2facAitaifhg payment via a
paynments facilitator accordi ngﬁ% ai m 26, where upan
g8

10 recé?%ﬂm@ﬂlcétfoﬂ%mﬂﬁ@lﬁ(alﬁlﬁﬁéla geditad feia gusigmer of an operator

et rlﬁq &%Eétmr%"ﬁé@} Ok, t}\? s&@@ﬂ nﬁ@o .ch 2006 a

payne e reci pl ent equa to be
pai d accordlng to the |dent|f|ed met hod of payment .

28. A p?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@néﬁﬁéd&% Qfev?c%%\ﬂ:ﬁét?%gﬁ?%rﬁ%é&ﬁr%fby Ymeef:@stomer, the

the ne ment one
el ect r first cohmaunsit ationscedce pperdad viaetheesommudalions network;
paynments facilitator according to any one of clains 26
to 28, operable to identify the amount to be paid to
t he reairptipignt;famn t he communi cati ons nessage and,
thereafter, operable to debit the identified anount to
be paid to the recipient fromthe custoner's at | east
15 one acadiilihg apsteapepaizibée twprgndde biling functions to the operator for use

of the communications ngiwork, both the customer and the payment

facilitator having at least one account recorded with the billing system,

where the payments facilitator, upon receipt of a commﬂnications message

from the customer, the communications message being sent by means of the

20 first communications device, operates to instruct the billing system to debit an
amount to be paid to the recipient from the customer's at least one account;
operates to instruct the billing system to credit the amount to be paid to the
recipient fo the payment facilitator's at least one account; and operates to

make a payment to the recipient equal to the amount to be paid.

25 27.A payments facilitator according to claim 28, where upon receipt of a
communications message identifying a method of payment, operates to make
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the billing systemto credit the identified anount to
be paid to the recipient to 10,4he recipient's a7 March 2006
| east one account. 30. A paynents facilitator according
to any one of clainms 26 to 28, operable to identify a
predeterm ned anmount to be paid to the recipient from

a destination address via which the conmmunications .
nes gageyinent de dhe ggcipirnt equst dartheramoypkiabecbaig according to the

debi.t,_the predet ] nount to be paid to the
reci‘%‘?%tﬂ'tedf'{‘18ﬁ4°f§5W?@toner' s at | east one account

and operable to instruct the billing system to credit

8 e ey hita T S Sbul B B OB SR of payment i
pay! &ftﬁéqas:idv&iﬁgg§:et:ﬂani@%ﬁaﬁsre@cﬁaa@@,neganender.

facilitating pay via a conmmunications network

using value accredited to a custoner of an operator

289 H .p%pﬁgeﬁ?%ﬁg”rité?}ri 20rBRG VB! Sny e 8 8l 26 to 3, operable to

t
conpri's comtuni tat'i ons devi ce owned an
operidéreify binet hmoums ttorbe , paiteto fihe steciiemtiu fiooatthensormmunications

O B o MR S Ty Bl b
bi | 'ihé‘geéi{ﬂl%ﬁf f@ﬁ?tﬁ@cn{(ﬁ@m@?@%ﬂ@éstfdﬂe d6untanafogdifible to instruct

conmuni cat i ons networ both the custoner and the o
r ecitipé diltindraystem tacrddiadbe idastifiert ammuni de dedpaidviptthe recipient to

the billi.n 29 27 Mar,ch 2006 wh th
pasﬁ@%{%‘g'géeggi %lrgﬁf; ?nﬁﬁ‘gﬁowitgei pt of aecrzgrmuﬁi cations

nmessage fromthe custoner, the conmmuni cations nessage

bei ng sent nmeans of the first communicati ,
oS o3 et (SRAG evvtiing d ety RS HChbs FRCiq 28, operable to
speGddntifpa FeBEmfited anidimn$é eerssldasdhe trbeipkak Hidim a destination
operates to instruct the 5 billing systemto debit the

speéddress wisowhichi hensamBLRATGREr MESSAIS &ag@cq;y@:l and, thereafter,
acc%ﬁ?ﬁ%kﬂ@%%&%ﬁ St plihdG anhntXd bé gﬂai&)ﬁéttﬁ@‘ré&ipient from
pi ént' s at

cre e Specified” anount to the reci
| easite cnstoarruattleadone peyomitanid apdiabteatoinstiucivingi billing system

ESS %ai istééégﬁgééﬁw t a%ﬁ@@%@%ﬁo%&ﬁﬁ?hﬁ ljégip@'ltttﬂ dhe recipient’s
r eCihPleiat ohé aRBo@scept abl e

31.A payments facilitator for use in a system for facilitating payment via a
communications network using value accredited to a customer of an operator

of the communications network, the system comprising:

a first cornmunications device owned and/or operated by the customer, the

first communications device operable via the communications nefwork;
a recipient; and

a billing system operable to provide billing functions to the operator for use
of the communications neiwork, both the customer and the recipient having

at least one account recorded with the billing system,
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10 anount to be transferred and, only upon

confirmation, operable to instmgct the billing systasrsh 2006
to debit the specified anobunt fromthe custoner's at

| east one - account and operate to instruct the billing
systemto credit the specified amount to the

recipient's at |east one account. 33. A ga yment s
f achherartee RAVERRRIS R, JiRATS 1Pk PhichFePIMYypieations message

roc ot e QPR il PisoBob SRR beinbsent by ppeans of the

aCCﬂmtcommi]ntohaom | davitge, sysdratost o wbnnhumlbatsamhnthet fecipient to
be paid to the reCIBI ent is to be paid to, operate
to BpeeihueR ameun 1 Padrasiersed ta@dcﬂfé@'e@ﬂ?ﬁeomrates to instruct the

S peB@Lﬂggg@%g@f gél?:t bihe s@%& il %{Fﬁ?&qtsﬂ?&%' ifh'ee%Jsft‘Bmle?é‘satt least one

one paynment s or according t

cl ahsediht ameroperatetotoe dmstunt ahé ebilinghsystem 20 credit the specified
custonmer to confjrmthat the at |east one account
spegimoualicirerreinientsAtdaastane aeEept abl e account

for the specified anount to be transferred to and

where, upon confirmation, operates to instruct the

52 Aiprymsris &siitata asgprdieg o claie At tpgrabie i corpnynieate with the
oo 58l 3 ALY Ut oG RBOREERDS rodit i an acceptabl

0 peambbﬁt toobe dransféresd end 20nivi Udort denfirorstione opeiablato mstmct the
first communi cati ons nessa g@fgnd I‘eC%I ve confirmatio

f r orlingeSystRMoRedel/t the e aTRHA AT her%mﬁ%%@t least one
36. écé&g.g%}g@ Jg%% iRkt C@fed'bﬂﬁi'lgf QB0 O cfddit the specified

cl al ms opera eto

condiinooat fodthefrecipiartie atUsasimme ageonnt.he cust omer

providing a unique confirmation identifier. 30 27

March 2006 37. A paynents facilitator according to any

S8eA opayheaniss fadlitator3accerdd® topeleitbl 81 oo clai d3d,ewhere, when

confirmation from fhe custo Y

coramPIngD e et Bl HEGPEPRERG: RS fes the recipient's at
COnEBSICH Y abcsUNt tWith thensilling e?yemmmm mcnmfhs/\ambunt tdfbe paid to the
custoner and, upon_valid confirmation, operable

i n§f3FlPé§nttlﬁéOHC?€f paidgytas %@@m tooing ek ffﬁqgllfg}gefe‘yqie@dto credit the
o%ﬁeﬁ%ﬁbﬂﬁt {o4RL ‘?Eﬁg %ﬂf F‘-%I pEfiel M grettcoufd

€ to Irnstruct t ng systemto credit the
specified anount to the Ffecipient's at |east one

380U 8ments facilitator according to claim 33, operable to communicate with the
customer to confirm that the at least one account specified by the recipient is
ah acceptable account for the specified amount {o be transferred {o and
where, upon confirmation, operates fo instruct the biling system to credit the

specified amount to the recipient’s‘speciﬁed at least one account.

35.A payments facilitator according to claim 32 or 34, operable to communicate
with the customer via a first communications message and receive

confirmation from the customer via a second communications message.

36.A payments facilitator according to any one of claims 32, 34 or 35, operable to
validate confirmation from the customer upon the customer providing a unique

confirrnation identifisr.
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38. A paynents facilitator according to any one of

claims 31 to 37, operable to isct?ntify t he reci pi®Emiarch 2006
fromthe comruni cati ons nessage and, thereafter, 10

operable to instruct the billing systemto credit the

anount to be paid to the recipient to the identified
recipient's at |east one account. 39. A paynents

f 3€iA pawmntsaia@dnt@ton gccording tooary onecfallaimsaiz2 oo 3:47to 35, operable
operab ent _froma desti

P8 afigh carttifiahd Adif e Bl Lb AR LEag b RBtion with a

I ecqjpu@stepiifhed ABSHRS corﬂﬁﬁlﬁ%ga frofn kS HiFeC bf I:B#lmunlcatlon with
bill'ing systemto 15 credit the anount to be paid

t he the ciystemer tends hepard watid faandinmatppi enerablatiol mgmt the billing

one acgcou s facil.itat,or accordjn

ol e B dgbili SBEERRL Aaisht fight e TGN et 168t one account
r €CigRid rQMth@fmﬁPucﬂghé bHIMEI SPstERT f&havedititHe %bbf:iﬂé& amount to the
enbodied in the communications nmessage, associ at ed

wi t ecipientie of lasst Poa aggavalss, or 20 included within

the destination address, as appropri at e, agai nst

uni que mer chant identifiers stored in a merchant

| DDA ppymabt&faoéjﬁaﬂmr wocquiingde ciph onei afestaints & ion37 heperable to
d wth further

mer ¢ ok .ta l.e bejng associ at

ot sty RS PRt oy i SR RERGRERIONS TRt ey thereatter,
f acighbtaHi@%o aﬁsmjcsiltn@ mmng@yswﬂﬁ tofcrebiRith® atRodit ®¥0be paid to the
operable to 25 instruct the billing systemto debi t

t he regipignt ta ibeddepiiiiad reginieissatdpast eshpegaunt.

representative of the custoner having initiated a

conmuni cation_ using the first conmuni cation device ,
h%ﬂ/i‘\nga)aﬂﬁaﬁsi facilitatoe agrexting o anyhenarfuiaims 81de pai eperable to

facf% tﬂ;’e pljlegﬁatlent%}olﬁ7 H@étﬁ{éu%ﬂ%cﬁéac' %Httﬁe communications

use 1n a m for atln
pay meskayée ds aecaiwdmndpﬂterememepmﬂde tieumgrumlthl@ billing system to

accredt d to a custoner an q
e omaltaD T REI thdhd Re BT L e Serbieracipigats at least
congyglagg(t)u,gns devi ce owned and/or operated by the
custoner, the 5 first conmunications device operable
via the communi cations network; a recipient; and

40.A payments facilitator according to claim 38 or claim 39, operable to identify
the'recipient by comparing a unique merchani identifier embodied in the
communications message, associated with the destination address, or
included within the destination address, as appropriate, against unique
merchant identifiers stored in a merchant look-up table, each unique merchant
identifier in the merchant look-up table being associated with further

information in respect of the merchant,

41.A payments facilitator according to any one of claims 26 to 40, operable to
instruct the billing system to debit the amount to be paid by means of &
command representative of the customer having initiated a communication
using the first communication device having a iariff rate closest to the amount

to be paid to the recipient.



a billing systemoperable to provide billing functions
to the operator for use of the.gomrunications 27March 2006
net work, both the custonmer and e reci pi ent havi ng

- at | east one account recorded with the billing system
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10 where the paynents facilitator, upon receipt of a

communi cati ons nessage fromthe custoner, the

cetiminpegieatss faeilimbtye fdreusg ®eat shytemedos fatilitdiiag payment via a
first conmunications device, issues a,co nd to the

bi | | FAGTEYUGRIANS RGIWOEE NE G Vﬁéu‘%facpfﬁ:dﬂ@sf?ﬁwsmrn@f an operator
initp, j ' Sj f i cine

o e A EARbAE AR < ol g et 1o

the amount to be paid to 15 the recipient and issues a

cust on MRLGOR R RETDTRE EEN b by il customer, the

net wor Kirst coperhahiebtionsldevick @pehgbla Vil tHe ¢SmRRINGHIDNE hetwork;
the recipient. 43. A paynents facilitator according to

claim4l or claim42, operable to determne the

communixGRkipidhthand ng a tariff rate closest to the
anmount to be paid to the 20 recipient by referring to
atariff |ook-up table conprising details of at |east

one ¢ %‘Eﬂﬁﬁbt“sﬁkféﬁﬁ‘ opBFABiIE 16 %ﬁr@vi@é ‘Ta‘i"lﬁt’i@ '&I}’nﬁ%ﬁ’ﬁ% tRE operator for use

oper at or of e communi cations netwo paymne
f aci | i pathe carnoundiatipns medwvaiknboed) thepeusibmertamd the recipient having

aut onmat | cal update , t he riff. lopk-up table with

ot o 1 8t GReL Spitafiedet ool win g By st 2

by the operator of the communications network when the
f the i,cati ons networ k changes

t . k of |
¢ he WasHltie: REVIBRIEAHGUHSL, UE0n JEeelgh f 5 LOfuNupIEations message
COMTdih GAé IcoBtdneél, e takrfnuddatiohdViiceBagd Wit sént by means of the

paynents facilitator according to any one of clains 3]

to 4ust geEnmpnEations i deYicectisiurs 1A | Pemgattiomtbe biling system
Creqphy %ﬁteﬂ%%ﬁtﬁé o ﬁaJiﬁ%Wﬁ?ﬁeﬁ% Bbﬁ%unﬂé(ation using the first
means’ of a conmand representative of the recipien
havicognmeadieation derieet haing thizrifformbe closest 6o tiree amaukt $0 be paid to
operat or .equal to the anpunt to b lz)a.'dto;(he 5 .

- ecit? riPieREand isayifs A Sommand texihe DURGSSITHY reBresaptative of the
one coktorhél RBVIRG hadé%a pRRpRIsP!te the communication network’s operator

equal to the amount to be paid: to the recipient.

43. A payments facilitator according to claim 41 or claim 42, operable fo determine
the communication having a tariff rate closest to the amount to be paid to the
recipient by referring to a tariff look-up table comprising details of at least one
communication tariff rate presently set by an operator of the communications

network.

44. A payments facilitator according to claim 43, operable to automatically update
the tariff look-up table with details of communication tariff rates presently set
by the operator of the communicalions network when the operator of the
communications neiwork changes any of the communication {ariff rates, or

adds or deletes a communication tariT rate.
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identify fromthe comuni cati ons nessage whi ch of the
custoner's at (east one accounf_the anount to bedagh 2006
to the recipient is to be debit fromand operable

to instruct the billing systemto debit the amount to

be paid to the 10 recipient fromthe custoner's
identified account. 47.A paynents facilitator

aaﬁmqoa(}@nérﬁs Fayilitner abcerdii o’zénymr@ ofrclgiingl 8% 14244, perable to
endent on claimé4 Eerabl e toidentify

froﬁﬂﬂﬁ@tcfbﬁn@ﬂhngaws&@@ tonpiegii jae\dmenniofo paedaid ® the recipient by

S BRER stk RN LI BB B8 v

| NSitbURé cotmibhichiio® neiedrR® derdtorascdl to theam@oniio b paid to the
be paid to the recipient to the recipient's identified

accdBapPie8. A paynents facilitator according to any

one of clains 26 to 47, operable to instruct the

billing systemto debit a further amount fromthe
ciStfopaymends faciitatar acaerdivgoignany efrcestaladng &6 &3 45, operable to

commi s r_trans 10on c 9.

¢ TRy 3o e BRPRHAPEFR gstdus, Sidly of f8 T Rers at teast
I nstgnéchcddimt hé |a'rﬁt94nt&M&$eBE’ak!0tod@x@ tecigiéntigtuie Hebisd from and
paid to the recipient and the further anmpunt

r eprapesailgt pvisstectlienbilingosysinay & debiiibaameunicisspe paid to the
' n trQ&P%%fHoﬂﬂr{e“&&ét% ‘?d&t(f%[d%‘il?%t facilitating

Ions usi ng val ue
accredlted to a custonmer of the operator of the

CHR BRI EAP K coldif 1230000 ERIRTI 90! aims 42 to

recelvin I ONS nessage

t he 48y sisodeye rrRizmit dmyclamm dpferabléltbatiemﬁﬁm‘fmslhcmtei corAmunications
devi ce operapl e vi a the copmunj cati ons netwo

Mar GMESS6EE WinEh ok dhe [ﬁct'ﬁ"ﬁat Sabieast AQe SrsPW fﬁsmw@ to be paid to

to @ﬁé’Yécgﬁlem id fd‘gefdr'@(ﬁéd)fbsaﬁg dﬂé?abl@ﬁ@rlﬁgl@uctftﬂé Hfﬁﬁ% system to
of the conmuni cations network debit an amount

pai gredit she @hpﬂ@mom@maﬂhdmm seeipientaio Hengecipient’'s identified
acct%# |f,[ecorded wth the billing system (d)

i nsfrucy hg the billing systemto credit the anmount to

be paid to the recipient to an account recorded with

ta{he.AbfoH/%gﬁtsSVa%ﬁlﬁé‘%r ta%%oﬂﬁﬁg E%gtan FohE of claims 26 to 47, operable to
instruct the billing system 1o «debit a further amount from the customer’s at

least one account representative of commission and/or transaction costs.

49.A payments facilitator according to claim 48, operable to instruct the billing
system to debit the amount to be paid to the recipieni and the further amount

representative of commission and/or transaction costs in the one instruction.

50.A method of facilitating payment via a communications network using value
accredited to a customer of the operator of the communications network, the

method comprising the steps of:

(a) receiving a communications message from the cusiomer sent by means

of a first communications device operable via the communications network;
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owned by a third party; and (e) arrangi ng paynent of

the amount to be paid to be rradg by the third partMarch 2006
to the recipient. 10 51. A netho Saccor di ng to claim

50, including the step of receiving details

speci fying the nethod of paynent, step (e) then being
performed in accordance with the specified nmethod of

paymentb) hdtrctily ROBillRRC eYstendoprabiaitdnphévide Billing functions to the
51, including the st egw;)f identifying the amount to _
be pai epemiohiorruag pf the corpmnieriarnieiMiaskie slebit an amount to be

1. | noristic TeRERE AR RS SR o sl ol e tippeRorded with

be pai ¢hd Billingesyseshpi ent from the destination address
via which the conmunications nessage i s received.
54. A nethod of facilitating paynent via a

conmmun dr)ahis.&U&iﬁlj?ttM\@rB‘{ilng}é&&téW téecrézﬁtcfr@iah&mr&%ab?( paid to the

custo of an oper at or t he communi cati ons net wor kK,

the 2Gaigienbtd snmecosnhupcoriedwibdhefhillipg sysiemei theragcount being
a communi cati ons .nessage fromthe custoner sent by

nmeans OWf‘eathﬁ’ﬁﬂl‘@%%ﬁ%grﬁ@gu ons devi ce operable via

t he conmuni cati ons network; (b) communicating with a

recipient to specify the anount to, be,paid to the )
oot i eSS pavins Rt TR bRt i B hgdi Bube Trade by the third
oper abhgrty & MePdcifted | 11 ng functions to the operator

of the comuni cations network to debit an anmpbunt to be
paid to 34 27 March 2006 the recipient fromthe

Cy’f.t/:?qﬁét'rr%dabqbﬁr%mdg GBe cRfihOY0o! iﬁ&ﬁ&fn%e%é"’i dt8p 1 BE receiving details
billTing systent and (d) instructing the billing system .
t o epedifting htheanwethod cobepgymeantt ostepe () dbepi &ring goerformed  in

bi | Aehg B8yt e @ e PRUREL PR 0°C) &t msa,
including the step of comunicating with the custoner
f@z%ﬁ%@nﬁ@%&%{;@#& 18 565 %idil® 81 PG §Ré RSN o identifying

the amount to be paid to the recipient from the communications message.

53.A method according to claim 50 gr claim 51, including the step of identifying
the amount to be paid to the recipient from the destination address via which

the communications message is received.

54.A method of facilitating payment via a communications neiwork using value
accredited to a customer of an operator of the communications network, the

method comprising the steps of:

{a) receiving a communications message from the customer sent by means
of a first communications device operable via the communications network;

(b) communicating with a recipient {o specify the amount to be paid to the

recipient;

(¢) instructing a billing system operable to provide billing functions fo the
operater of-the communications network to debit an amount to be paid to
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amount to be transferred and, upon confirmation,

proceeding with steps (c) and ég). 10 56. A et hax¥ March 2006
according to claim54 or claim i ncluding the step

of receiving details fromthe recipient specifying

the recipient's at | east one account with the billing
systemto which the anpunt to be paid to the recipient

is to e F@dtﬁleni For$ 150 duRlorhEed R NEAst bt abBolKRecorded with the
paynment to the recipient's specified at |east one

accounbiliingssyetem; asdhod according to claim 56,

i ncluding the step of communicating with the custoner

to confirmthat the recipient's specified at | east one
accoun{d)i instractire tieptidkihg setaunto tadit the ammjrftitedbe paid to the
amount to be trgﬁsferred to and, upon confirmatio

pr oceetfidRieRoip 84 spapats qldleait cRepassRMRt r@%@rﬁ&dn‘éﬂi@ the billing

to theg %gm pient's specified at |east one account. 20
58. A mefhod accor di ng to claim55 or 57, including the
step of validating confirmation upon receiving a

u@%&“ﬁl gﬁ&i ?@Id:;]ﬁgﬁ‘ d Q%ﬂélgrﬁ E@clﬂ@@ﬁ] thggééﬂﬁgﬁﬁ%mur%gaﬂng with the
t he cabRPnaf towdnfidatthadthecambunt@idaiiedpy the exvipigntig an acceptable
confi rrratl on fromthe customer within a predetermned

ti manptde kedmisierrd Andmuncs WWWW Ppceeding with steps (c)

comyy |( gpting 25 with the custonmer. 60. A nethod
accor. g to any one of clainms 54 to 59, including the
step of identifyingtherecipient fromthe

DY MIRb GREafag A aity oA ol Bl 5 JRefitird, I B4R of recoiving

st epetdils ﬁr@hﬁnﬁef wamemmepec&[ylrm et récr:pnenthea\t least one account with

mes BTG Siterydvish hE vl T M PaIG 18 'BF Riaftdp o be paid

or €, aitdp b thlenfd;ié%mg i @akbgiayPiert Q0WI rétpidnt's|BpEbifled at least
ident'ifier enbodied in the commini cations nmessage,

ass@op@ceaunith the destination address, or included
Wi thin the destination address, as appropri at e,

agai nst uni que nmerchant identifiers stored in a
r‘% Shapthadbercaiging to claim 56, including the step of communicating with the

customer to confirm that the recipient’s specified at least one account is an
acceptable account for the specified amount to be transferred to and, upon
confirmation, proceeding to perform step (d) with payment being made to the

recipient’s specified at least one account.

58.A method according to claim 55 or 57, including the step of validating

confirmation upon receiving a unique confirmation identifier from the customer.

59. A method according to claim 55, 57 or 58, including the step of validating
confirmation upon receiving confirmation from the cusiomer within a
predetermined time period commencing from the time of first communicating

with the customer.

60.A method according to any one of claims 54 to 59, including i:he"step of
identifying the recipient from the communicaiions message.,
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tabl e, each unique nerchant identifier in the nerchant

| ook-up table being associated with further 27 March 2006
information in respect of the m@dchant. 10 63. A nethod
according to any one of clainms 50 to 62, including the
step of determ ning a conmunication having a tariff

rate closest to the anobunt to be paid to the

r &3 BRI fktheY a'b%vl‘?ﬁ@% ér%/ %n(eabf flai@0ka U E@bhr?cludmg the step of

conpri sing det I'east one communi cation

t ar i itlentiging pﬂmamlwerstetfrdm dhe oplestinationf attieess via which ihe
communi cations network, thereafter executing the step

of i@@?ﬁ&@!qaﬁ'@nﬁﬁ%e%gﬁilﬁﬂﬁ:ﬁ%v%@stemto debit the

anount to be paid by neans of a conmand

representative of the custonmer having. initiated

c Gantyrmethor aecaiding te plaimi 6% or clebminielvdiod th@\ﬁi’?%of comparing a
havi &“ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ n@;nﬁlfgdséaﬂhftﬁerc%\ﬁmuﬁdcaﬁoﬂ@trﬁggséqg associated with

faci vVia a connunlca I ONsS ne

usi mevﬂbaﬁwat&ﬁpr@wréssi 0P mcnmﬁommmfthehejestmaﬂon address as
comruni cati ons network, the nethq rising th

S cpRPRIPPR) Soave WPy TEHA dantis SHUSYanE Massant look-up
the GURL QIEk, ﬁﬁ@?ﬂ eﬁa‘?écﬁ idehtiffer IH #e "‘rﬁé‘m’\ﬁbf;: ?S(%lfﬁﬁ table being

devi Ce operable omruni cat 1 ons networ

i nstassoclatgd withifuitheginfyrstationdpeesidat of dhep mercllant.
billing functions to the operator for use of the
comuni cations network in the formof a conmand 25

r 8BI& seathad aecmﬂlrtgheo cargt onerofheleimg Shitoi 62 e'nhckuding the step of
conmmuni cati on usi the, first co n de

havi $RICENNEG B sunRteR daving flﬁmﬁrrﬁfﬁﬁ aESh ﬁﬁa@aom’t to be
to t;géﬁ? kS e k&dRbient B rét@rgﬂcévﬁf 8ok @oi-Gp télﬁlétcfdﬁﬁrﬁd"ﬂg details of

t he 't ng system | formof a command
reprasleashpneecwﬁmum@tmctqrifémtehatﬂaﬁa@ﬂwm by pay weatator of the

to the operat.or e

+ ocigrafBriahohs Mt cieleafilo BRboury M BRes' 4 Msfucting the
64, H[iﬂﬁ? uslshgint fre delbfiptied sawbaitato el lpaid Lmdmea]@ thea command
tariff look-up table with details .of, comuni cat

tar ,rpprqsgp@avepg Tdbe Sslpragy h%\g}ng p{gtl%;ﬁgraapgmny.fnl?q;@n using the first
CoMpyRhRahicaRsn BELIR f?)etci@errﬁﬁ‘i%ﬂ%ﬁff r&fe. t he

communi cat 1 ons net wor anges any of th
commruni cati on

64.A method of facilitating paymeni via a communications network using value
accredited to a customer of the communications network, the method

comprising the steps of:

(a) receiving a comimunications message from the customer sent by means

of a first communications device operable via the communications network;

(b) instructing a billing system operable to provide billing functions to the
operator for use of the communications network in the form of a command
representative of the customer having initiated a communication using the
first communication device having a tariff raie closest to the amount o be

paid to the recipient; and
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tariff rates, or adds or deletes a comunication

tariff rate. 66. A nethod according to any one of 27March 2006
clainms 50 to 65, including the 3ep of 10 receiving
details fromthe custoner specifying which of the
custoner's at | east one account the anmount to be paid

to the recipient is to be debited from then

execut | o L& RY; ' ;
From t FATEAT e BIAGRY AT 8 RITRT Linfrefeprosentative of
any onthedfedipienieadifgtmadé a payrhedi toythehepsitadyr equalld the amount
receiving details fromthe custonmer specifying which

of t hel® B Ppideierthe rgeidietlist one account the amount to

be paid to the recipient is to be credited to, then

executing the step of crediting the-specified account. )
6854 mathod ageveling ieclain Qﬁwrcq%@nbﬁf’-?cmaluﬁ*m%met gep pf automatically

it ncl udy th t in J el L : .

{o° lfteRfg B8, BEP isukt e Wih deily A edBMPIGHER tarif rates
| eagregsiftiyaceoWwt thepopsendiof vikeoconmmunisations awtfvork when the
transacti on costs. 69. A conmuni cati ons network for use

in ®psyatoeef the ORMHNICaPRY NelyAdnENRNges ABY of the communication
co ¥ O [ 4 to a

C st FAkh Gradfs dRfdetds o Rutfic AR G S

network, the comruni cati ons network associated with a

biL1in t ra 0 i de. bi 1dd net.i

i 4 LS Bl ¥, B8 4 89 44 EAAN e step o
net weediving Adaitsosuthicormtoraar spbeifyiay miidis of the customer’s at least
facilitator have at |east one account, recorde

ded _
t herO8@i 24e0uphtheafetAT ExPPART (R (R FRCIPIEPE Al e figbited from, then
tr a%?(gb%ﬁ%ﬁ??{?b C&H | 9BBitAE SHRISMRRINMEENbé Neai§ USSR e specified

and a pa aclilitator; recelve instructions from

t he soagumint s facilitator to debit an anount to be

paid to the recipient fromthe custoner's at |east one

account 37 27 March 2006 and receive instructions to

cB82di methed samondingotobanpadne b clans &6 o &6 ingluding the siep of

paynent.s. facilitator. at |east aone . i

by fectignn fatels B08Y tByeiEaRee B8 RERG igh b Wi rasipients at east
pay @RBtadcduhhehd afidungnd RApaid {ootHehezciptoninks for iedlickedited to, then
70. A conmuni cati ons network according to claim 69,

whee¥eeuting-beriiop eherestiingiessppcifiad desaunty t he
custoner to a destination address of the

68.A method according to any one of claims 50 fo 67, including the step of
instructing the billing system to debit a further amount from the customer’s at

least one account representative of commission and/or transaction costs.

69.A communications network for use in a system for facilitating payment via the
communications network using value accredited fo a customer of an operator
of the communications network, the communications network associated with
a biling system operable to provide billing functions to the operator for use of
the communications neiwork, both the customer and the payments facilitator
have af least one account recorded therewith, the communications network
operable 1o transmit a communications message between the customer and a
payments facilitator, receive instructions from the payments facilitator to debit

an amount to ke paid to the recipient from the customer’s at least one account



communi cations network allocated to the paynents

facilitator, the paynments facilitator capabl e of27 March 2006
identifying an anpunt to be paid/to the recipient and

the identity of the recipient fromthe destination

address and/or the comruni cation nessage. 10 71. A

communi cations network for use in a systemfor

facidd ' ' 0, j i ; o

Lo L BB AR R R (AR BRI MY feciient 0 tre
of tgmynoartefacilitaiooas ieedivendk actbentc shanpryoadnte rfacilitator thereafter
network associated with a billing systemoperable to

pr oVAREEAlg fq 'W@kﬁmm%ﬂiotﬂ&ﬁ fW'@BE?%QJrfOﬁB? agingeredited.

t he comruni cati ons network, both the custoner and a

reci pi ent have at |east 15 one account recorded

t herewormunigatienmiahvekt acnesdingt iaoelring % aheretibe communication

5 and DebadePs ePhoPy: ik GROSBRRicTb % WA TRIPA Weless of the
exclangaunicatomsmeheaiki alodmses ad ahe heiyrsits RBNITROE, She payments
facilitator and recipient.and, thereafter, operable to ~

r ec dpcilitatqreanale pbidentifing aneapayRbin befpaid te tig srcipignt and the
debi; it the. I Ri L

t ne ey SR eckilp REGR o' RliBFuc abARSB, itk 8 Bopmunication
t he mésgaigeer exchange of conmmuni cati on nmessages and

receive instructions to credit the amount to be paid

to the recipient as determ ned by the further

10 extrasgennfnicaiongmatabrio forn@ss rog Sybent ey faellitatingnpayiment via the
at | east gne_account. 72.A comuni cations network

accGPmrﬂ@'F%ﬁQﬂ-SaF%"“Pﬂ( Uit ¥piug acerediing iha gustomer of an operator
addiei At . ‘ _
pay%%ﬁe#}aci i I'tat orsog%g cu's{t?]|<53rr(t§.)\r%ﬁﬂ'{;}gJ \I/er:l%?'%erhtg’tsl;l{\ﬁggbc'ated with
anoarkilling dystgraioperaplerto proeidpi lting dencithatsetonineexhergtor for use of
the, further exchange ,of co j.cation nmessages i.s a
accllst SBPEUHEAHIS Aapwerk Both g usighoch ARt fecivieit have at least
16 accendi agcdunt akabried! tisre®itl Thé 2comRinddidnbonstdik operable to
30 a suppler-entary exchange of conmuni cati on nessages

bet WBBHTH 3 reMrguBigation vEPEIAGER OB TR (the HuSioragidand a payments
CuseMse detRink Kl SR o AR Ressaggs botuen
accppymbhts dacititator and recipignt and, thereafter, operable to receive
instructions from the payments facilitator to debit an amount to be paid to the

20 recipient from the customer's at least one account as detérmined from the
further exchange of comimunication messages and receive instructions to

credit the amount to be paid to the recipient as determined by the further

exchange of communication messages fo the recipient's at least one account.

72.A communications network according to claim 71, operable to send an

25 additional exchange of communication messages between payments facilitator
and customer to verify that the amount fo be paid to the recipient as
determined by the further exchange of communication messages is an

accepiable amount.

73.A communications network according to claim 71 or claim 72, operable to send

30 a supplementary exchange of communication messages between payments
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74. A conmuni cati ons network according to any one of

clains 69 to 73, operable to automatically send 27 March 2006

updat ed details of applicable c®¥munication tariff

rates upon any changes, additions or deletions to

such comuni cation tariff rates 75. A comuni cations

network according to any one of clains 69 to 74,

oper.fg?lh{eatolt Bnf SRk Rep 'v%ﬁ’y Het 1188 ép%cg%@' he@Uith88kcipient has
representative o nm ssi on an

tr arrequésted the sinsowntt Hehpaigdyicds s davepialii@tocodimtom t he

custoner's at |east one account. 10 76. A system for

facilitating paynment via a comuni cati ons network

UB4NY cBHignicaieiL Abivistk R carding tommly aife bhelaims 69 to 73, operable
comuni cations network substantially as described

her éprauipmaticaliesent spdatachaeigilawt mllcwe&%wﬁma@on tariif rates

pay e YRbeeHas: Relfiole BB RTer o SEb e Fplaigtion taif rates

accredited to a custoner of the 15 communi cati ons

n%:@gﬁlg@%ﬁt hlgalgll %éjes i 5&8 cﬂlhiu?#é] 8%!%1%3 69 ta 74, operable

net Wer kedetfe USR inbtRUcHBAL & H@brtf aciflithe@t | Areomay 'FePtesentative  of
via a conmmunications network u3|2% val ue accredited

to &opusissiosy app/arangastiamicosts efstheepaygients facilitator from the
sub I al r| herein with reference to

20 t g{bﬁ’%]vé %5%38€§&§3%$ otd of facilitating paynent

via a conmuni cations network using value accredited

t C n . .

T2 SHRRATTY Bl BB B 81l kops pegnegs using value
t he adtrslitedSto a customer of the commumcations network substantially as

described herein with reference to the drawings.

77.A paymenis facilitator for use in a system for facilitating payment via a
communications network using value accredited fo a customer of the
communications network substantially as described herein with reference to

the drawings.

78.A communications network for use in a sysiem for facilitating payment via a
communications network using value accredited to a customer of the
communications network subsiantially as described herein with reference to

the drawings.

79.A method of facilitating payment via a communications network using value
accredited to a customer of the communications network substantially as

described herein with reference to the drawings.



