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(57) Abstract: Provided are an empty tray identification method and an apparatus therefor (1000). The method comprises: receiving,
from an image collection module (1001), an image of a tray to be identified (S201), for the image, determining whether there is an
effective reference empty tray image for the image in an identification module (1002) (S203); in response to there being an effective
reference empty tray image for the image, determining whether a tray corresponding to the image is an empty tray on the basis of the
image and/or the effective reference empty tray image for the image and by using a first method (S205); and in response to there being
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no effective reference empty tray image for the image, determining whether a tray corresponding to the image is an empty tray only on
the basis of the image and by using a second method, which is different from the first method (S207), and when it is determined that the
tray is an empty tray, determining the image corresponding to the empty tray to be a new effective reference empty tray image (S211).
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