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111 Image input receiver 
112 Inclination calculation unit 
113 Edge-direction evaluation unit 
114 Horizontal-direction distribution summarization unit 
115 Vertical-direction distribution summarization unit 
116 Vehicle-number-plate-region extraction unit 
117 Character-recognition processing unit 
118 Vehicle-number-data transmitter 
130 CCTV camera 
170 Host computer 
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(57) Abstract: This image recognition device 
is provided with: an edge-direction evaluation 
unit which, in cases when the displacement 
amount between edge directions of each co­
ordinate of an image, and directions of outlines 
having a prevalence greater than a prescribed 
prevalence threshold value, from among direc­
tions of outlines of characters capable of being 
used in vehicle number plates, is less than a 
prescribed displacement-amount threshold 
value, allocates points for the coordinates and 
evaluates the edge directions of the coordin­
ates; and a vehicle-number-plate-region extrac­
tion unit which extracts, on the basis of the dis­
tribution of points allocated by the edge-direc-
tion evaluation unit, a vehicle-number-plate re­
gion from within the image. 

(57)®$: SH&Sl&gjStt. u- h $ tim ammo 
JjfacD v ©#£$© L#iMS £ 

y t'hcFlvlia-l-> flufemilcft LT £ » £ a4- Lx iu se&m iz as it *> i >7 
iXDjjft £!¥ & i >7 


