A nmethod, a system (10), a transceiver of a base station and a transceiver
for a client or nobile station for providing a hybrid wreless

comuni cations connection suitable for use in a Local Area Network (LAN)
(14) are disclosed. A small nunber of conventional optical and infrared
w-rel ess LANs are al so di scussed. The nmetjjod of the invention exchanges

data between network entities ( B6A- in a.LAN.(,14) through wreless
comuni cations nmedia. The pri nc‘%g‘dg*e}sség%“a{lr‘ceaﬁmhsg{ﬁé erring data froma

first entity (12) connected to a physical-line comunications portion of
the LAN (14) to a second entity (16A-C) using Infrared opti cal
comuni cat i oABSTEACTr om t he second entity (16A-C) to the first entity (12)

and Second chrrees HerSENTEY. Efen s BCE RRATL I £ PurkBhler HETR IR op "
transni tti ngmeba@stativtofoy sfovidiags Bibrid Wit dnim@iitdtides Eornetti@nuithile (8:2)
using Tinme Division Miltiplexi nghAccess (TDMA) and fromthe second entity

(1 6A-C) usi A¥ iradgsalntipa DlepverkdhAM) (14)sredisgeteds ATsmgl]l mimbesiod gomuentionsal e
Access ( Fmb&%nd infrared wireless LANs are also discussed. The method of the invention
| exchanges data between network entities (12, 16A-C) in a LAN (14) through wireless

communications media. The principai steps are: transferring data from a first entity (12)
connected to a physical-line communications portion of the LAN (14) to a second entity
(16A-C) using Infrared optical communications, and from the second entity ( 16A-C) to
the first entity (12) using Radio Frequency communications; and transmitting data from
the first and second entities (12, 16A-C) at independent data transfer rates. The
transmitting step involves transmitting data from the first entity (12) using Time Division
Multiplexing Access (TDMA) and from the second entity (16A-C) using Frequency
Division Multiple Access-Time Division Multiple Access (FDMA-TDMA).
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