SHI ELD.FOR BURI AL CASKET Field of the Invention This invention relat el €OPY.
generally to burial caskets, and nore particularly to a transparent shield
for a burial casket installable onto the casket shell 5 permtting

view ng of the deceased but preventing the escape of contagion, odors and -
the Iike fromthe casket. Background of the Invention For years caskets
have been enpl oyed to 10 present the remains of a deceased for view ng-
and paynment of final respects to the deceased by acquai ntances and | oved
ones, and for burial purposes. Mddern body preservation techniques such as
enbal m ng and the |ike are enployed to prevent deconposition of 15 t he
body during the tinme after death and prior to burial when the body is
presented for view ng and nenorial services are conducted. |In sone
countries, however, religious practices prevent .such body preservation
technlques fron1be|ng utlllzed Therefore 20 It is desirable to provide
sone sort of transparent '

SHIELD FOR BURIAY, CASKET
Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to burial
caskets, énd more particularly to a transparent shield
for a burial gagket installable onto the casket shell

5 " permitting viewing of the deceased but preventing the

escape of contagion, odors and the like from the

: casket.
; Backaground of the Invention
For years caskets have been employed ta
10 present the remains of a decease& for viewing and

| payment of final respects to the deceased by

acquaintances and loved ones, and for burial purposes.
Modern body preservafion techniques such as embalming
and the like are eméloyed to prevent decomposition of

- 15 the body during the time after death and prior to
burial when the'body is presented for viewing and
memorial services are conducted. In some countries,
however, religious practices prevent such body
preservation techniques from being utilized. Therefore

20 it is desirable to provide some Lransparent
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-2-. shiield, sonetines ternmed a so-called "spirit shield", which seals to
the casket shell to contain odors yet which allows for view ng of the
deceased. And even in instances where nodern body preservation techniques
are 5 enpl oyed, it may be desirable to enploy such a shield to prevent
the spread of contagion fromthe body to nourners. The current practice
when fitting a wooden casket with such a shield is to enploy a wooden rai
10 which is secured within the periphery of the interior of the casket
shell by attachnent to the casket shell side dalls and end wall's. The rail
provides a flange or |&pidNg,sedhet Oied HaPRLE! §0sd-RRNABLOPH NG 15 g kEgar ound
Its peripheral edge. In order to provide an 15 ef fective seal between
the shield and the caskeichssegalswed |the deskbt-shaldd thapentmin keioappyeed
bet ween the upper surf he rail gnd,the | awer surface of the

J f
peri pheral edge of thewcﬁcfrgla&. oFaARE Yy VBRI Db I thed dsERHRS R t RRdpeVeRHEY al
edge of the Shiel d andsidindls whesdHeeriohbdy priseVieiBl HRnAIRheYkd °

further secure thée shield to the rail.
5 employed, it may be desirable to employ such a shield

to prevent the spread of contagion from the body to
mourners.
The current practice when fitting a wcdden
casket with such a shield is to employ a wooden rail
10 which is secured within the periphery of the interior
of the casket shell by attachment to the casket shell
side walls and end walls. The rail provides a flange
or lip or seat for supporting ﬁhereatop the shield
around its.peripheral edge. In order to provide an
15 effective seal between the shield and the casket shell
walls, double-sided tape may be applied between the
ﬁpper surface of the réil and the lower surface of the
peripheral edge of the shield. Caulk may be applied
between the peripheral edge of the shield and the
20 casket walls. sdfews may be employed to further secure
the shield to the rail..
While such a construction is effective in
. sealing odors and the like within the casket, it is not
without criticism. Once the shield is installed it is
25 not readily removable, if it is removable at all. 1In
many instances in which the body has been embalmed to
preserve if but especially where the body has not been

embalwmed as in countries in which religious practices



Wil € such a construction is effective in sealing odors and the Iike within
the casket, it is not without criticism Once the shield is installed it is
25 not readily renovable, if it is renovable at all. In many instances
in which the body has been enbal med to preserve it but especially where the.
body has not been enbalnmed as in countries in which religious practices

-3- prevent enbalmng and the like it is often desirable or necessary to
"touch up" the body f or aesthetic purposes prior to burial. However, once
the shield is installed sem -permanently or Pe€rmanently as described above,

5 such touchi ng UpgigyvBht NGlnd1Ring’ A%t 18] 19ke | St SidTRIYef MediRapll! &
Accordingly, there is g&%ggg tc)ﬁﬁy§3rge£é§s | el ?or a burigl é%sket whi ch

provi des an effective neasksbaiwesn vtheckhhigl dhandedhefraskesthatisl punpdses
yet which is readily and easily installed and 10. rempyed spo that the
body can be readily an®@TdgrckepunipdnddieHayexs ABRCHe shipld i dashpiled

a.main obj ective of th%emi—peimanently or permanently as described above,

5 such touching up is either not practical or is simply
not poséible. Accordingly, there is a need to provide
a shield for a burial caSket-which'provides an
effective seal between the shield and the casket shell
walls yet which is readily and easily installed and

10 removed so that the body can be readily and quickly
attended to as nesded.

- It is therefore a.main. ahiective of the
present invention to provide a shield for a burial
casket which provides an effective seal between the

15 shield and the casket shell walls yet which is easily
and quickly installed and removed.
Summagx of the Invention

| The present invention attains this objective

by providing a éombination-casket and shield. The

20 casket has a casket shell having a pair of side walls,
.a pair of end walls connecting the side walls ané-an
interior. The shell walls include a groove therein
extending peripherally around the interior of the
casket shell. An elongated sealing strip is disposed

-25 -~ in the casket shell groove and has first and second
resilient sealing members. A transparent shield is
removably ins;alled to the shell. The shield has:a

peripheral edge removably retained between the first



present invention to pfovide a shield for a burial casket which provides an
ef fecti.ve seal between the 15 shield and the casket shell walls yet
which is easily and quickly installed and renoved. Summary of the Invention
The present invention attains this objective by providing a conbination
.casket and shield. The 20 casket has a casket shell having a pair of
side walls, a pair of end walls connecting the side walls and an interior.
The shell walls include a groove therein extending peripherally around the
interior of the casket shell. An elongated sgaling strip is disposed 25

in the casket shell groove and has first and second resilient sealing
nmenbers. A transpar enBRehFeFend Sapding ammpansspf| teel serkimg shirin inThe

and second scal | ng moaBEr S o TS RaaY; HFRARE i sealing engagerent
therew th. The sealing strip inglelges:tnd Hekdp BRb1bddl a third resilient
member. The third member is disposed ‘in theféasket
5 shell groove and the first and second sealing members
are connected to the third memker. The first and
second sealing members are hinged relative to one
another by a resilient living hinge. The living hinge
. is of a first stiffness and the balance of the sealing
10 strip is of a second stiffness, the second stiffness
being greater than the first stiffness. Alternatively
the living.hinge is of a first harﬂhess and the balanno
of the sealing Strip is of a second hardness, the
second hardness being greater than the first hardness.
15 .The first and second sealihg members include
_respective resilient interlocking projegtions. The
interlocking pfojections are configured to releasably
interlock when the first and second sealing members are
moved toward one another, whereupon the peripheral edge
20 of the transparent shield is removably retained
therebetween. .

‘ One of the first and second sealing members .
includes a foam strip thereon whereby when the
peripheral edge of the transparent shield is positioned

25 between the first and second sealing members the
peripheral edge compresses the foam strip by the action
of the other of the first and second sealing members

upon the shield peripheral edge.



.menbér. The third nmenber is disposed in the casket 5 shel | groove and
the first and second sealing nenbers are connected to the third nenber. The
first and second sealing nmenbers are hinged relative to one another by a

- resilient living hinge. The living hinge is of a first stiffness and the
bal-ance of the sealing 10 strip is of a second stiffness, the second
stiffness being greater than the first stiffness. Alternatively the living.
hinge is of a first hardness and the bal ance of the sealing strip is of a
second hardness, the second hardness bei ng g¥eater than the first hardness.

15 The first and%%g%gin%eg 'Va,ﬁ'nﬁgggem%{es el Qeiﬁ@ér&gi%i ve

resilient interlocking projécti I ng projections ar

configured to rel easalkychit of |Qle1WNES: th Sub-h b Btecfilebts GO RFoTEAéd Rbhich
menbers are noved toward one anot her, -whereupon the peripheral edge 20

of the transparent shpebdides raneifbtyivetseiaictetyraredtavsbieldnandithehe
first and second seal irng nenbers includes a foan1stri{gthereon wher eby when

the peripheral edge ofFafketi$amidpypehf ¥tk shdchsipRagighaddguickhpt ween
the first and segond isgggggbggﬂgpggmg$gaperipheral edge conpresses the

foam strip by the action
: These and other objects and advantages of the

present invention will become more readily apparent
during the following detailed description taken in
conjunction with the drawings herein, in which:
10 Brief Description of the Drawings
| Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a casket and
shield aggording to the principles of the present
invention;
Fig. 2 is a view taken along line 2-2 of Fig.
15 1; and
_ Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2
illustrating assembly of the shield into the casket.
Detailed Descrivtion of the Invegtion
Referring first to Fig. 1, there is
20 illustrated a casket 10 constructed according to the
principles of the present invention. The casket 10
includes a lower shell 12 having a bair of side walls,
one of which is shown at 14, and a pair of end walls
connecting the side walls, one of which is shown at 16.
'25‘ Hardware in the form of an elongated handlebar 18 is
. attached to the side wall 14 through arms 20 and
escutcheon plates 22. A 1id 24 is hingedly connected

to the shell 12 via hinges 26.



of the other of the first and second. seal i ng menbers upon the shield

per.i pheral edge. -5- The mai n advantage of the present invention.is that
a shield for a burial casket is provided which provides an effective seal
bet ween the shield and the casket shell walls yet which is easily and
quickly 5 installed and renoved. These and ot her objects and advant ages
of the present invention will becone nore readily apparent during the
foll owi ng detail ed description taken in conjunction with the draw ngs
herein, in which: 10 - Brief Description ef~the Drawings Fig. 1 is a

perspective. view of a casket d_shi,el d accordi,ng to the principles of the -
present invention; Fig. 2 is aag?fe%rligﬁeﬂmél*i?n&lﬁgne"’?'z Yild besseen .

and Fig. 3 is a view Singd 8 tk@ndfbent Lhidhi .| POnRSSAHY %eOf shpe shield

into the casket.
example, acrylie, is removably installed into the shell

12. The shield 30 includes a generally'convex central

5 portion 32 and a generally planar, horizontal |
peripheral.edge 34 surrounding the convex portion 32.
The shell side 14 and end 16 walls include a groove 36
therein extending peripherally around the interior of
the casket shell 12 which, as illustrated, is

10 fabricated of wood. An elongated sealing strip 38 is
disposed in the casket shell groove 36. The elongated
sealing strip 38 is preferrakly.fabricated of a
resilient material, for example PVC, as an extrusion
and includes first and second sealing members 40 and 42

15 respectively. The peripheral edge 34 of the shield 32
may be removably retained between the first ahd second
sealing members 40 and 42 respectively in sealing
engagement therewith as will be subsequently described
in more detail.

20 o Describing the elongated sealing strip 38 now
in more detail, A generally vertically oriented (when
installed in the shell 12) base portion 50 has |
connected thereto a member 52 in the form of a rib and
including "Christmas tree" type projections 54

25 extending outwardly therefrom for press fitting into
the groove 36. The first sealing member 40 is
connected to the base 50 via a living hinge 56, Living

hinge 56 is preferably of a softer, less stiff material



Detail ed Description of the Invention Referring first to Fig. 1, there is
20 “.illustrated a casket 10 constructed according to the principles of
the present invention. The casket 10 includes a |ower shell 12 having a
pair of side walls, one of which is shown at 14, and a pair of end walls
connecting the side walls, one of which is shown at 16. 25 Hardware in
the formof an el ongated handl ebar 18 is attached to the side wall 14

t hrough arns 20 and escutcheon plates 22. Alid 24 is hingedly connected to
the shell 12 via hinges 26. Referring ne#~to Figs. 1-3, it will be seen

that a transparent shield 30, fabricated of, for, exanple, acrylic, is
renovably installed itha® ttg‘@ bptance o fhe %?ﬁléPEEEOQBﬁH%é’%&Pgéﬁeral |y

convex central 5 R _tnia?{_@é?nf el  HE0E Bl d )iigkggﬁﬁ%%«%@;iséﬁ%t al

peripheral edge 34 surrounding the convex portion side 14 and
end 16 wal I's include salgieated3fs idieFerabXtLFlekgbpar Py aiatiei adr oadish t he

interior of the casket shell 12 which, as illustrated, is
" as GEON® C7000 available from the Geon Vinyl Divisien

5 of B.F. Goodrich Company, Cleveland, Ohio. This
flexible PVC material has an instantaneous hardness of
7017 points'and a 100% modulus of 650 psi. The halaﬁce
of the extruded sealing strip 38 is preferrably
fabricated of a rigid PVC material known as GEON® §700A

10 ~ available from the same company, which has a hardness-

~ durometer D of 78 (+3) and a flexural modulus of

350,000 psi. The.first and second sealing memkhers 10
and 42 respectively ihclude respective interlocking
projections 60 and 62 which are configured to

is releasably interlock when the first and second sealing
members 40 and 42:are moved toward one another, by way
of moving or rotating the first member 40 toward the
sécond member 42 facilitated by the living hinge 56
hinging the members 40 and 42 relative to one another.

20 ~ The éeéond sealing member 42 further
preferably includes a foam strip 70 adhesively appiied
to an upper surface thereof. .Thus, when the peripheral
edge 34 of the transparent shield 30 is positioned
between the'fitst_and second sealing members 40 and 42,

25 - - the lower surface of the peripheral edge 34 compresses
the foam strip 70 by the action of the first sealing

member 40 upon the upper surface of the peripheral edge



10 °  fabricated of wood. An el ongated sealing strip 38 is disposed in
the casket shell groove 36. The el ongated sealing strip 38 is preferrably
fabricated of a resilient material, for exanple PVC, as an extrusion and
i ncludes first and second sealing nenbers 40 and 42 15 respectively.
The peripheral edge 34 of the shield 32 may be renovably retai ned between
the first and second sealing nenbers 40 and 42 respectively in sealing
engagenent therewith as will be subsequently described in nore detail. 20
Descri bing the elongated sealing strip 38 ow in nore detail, a generally

vertically oriented (j@Qthhgzgf%éégingnat&g;eiggi¥ 42 R38R ReLli Pfwvidnhas

connected thereto a nenber In the'formo I b and T ncluding "Christnas
tree" type projecti ontheb4h2bld 30 antethe Rpsketvahiellly Azherefrom for press
fitting into the groove 36. The first sealing nenber 40 is connected to the
base 50 via a |iving hinge 56.Injusengthe fpansetrip fQfig FBrFtorPRLLESS Loy
!ess stiff material thé'szer surface of second sealing membher 42.

5 Preferably, a foam strip including a single adhesive
side is utilized to adhesively secure the st:ip 70 to
the member 42. Neﬁt, one or more lengths of the
resilient sealing strip 38 are affixed to the shell 12
around its periphery by press fitting the member 54

10 into the peripheral groove 36 in the interior of the
shell 12. The peripheral edge 34 of the shield 30 is
then placed atop the foam sealing strip 70, and the

' seaigng menmber 40 is moved doﬁnWardly relative to the
other sealing member 42 until the.respective

15 interlocking projections 60 and 62 interlock.
Decorative fabric or the like 80 may be positioned
peripherally about the shield 30 to conceal the strip
38 and foam 70. Decorative fabric so.may be in the
form of a VYsock" with stuffing added thereto or |

20 alternatively decorative fabric 80 could be stabled to
the rim of casket wall 12. Should access to the
interior of the-shell be desired, access may guickly be
had by simply removing decorétive'material 80 and
pulling the sealing member 40 upwardly so as to

25 - disengage interlocking projections 60 and 62 which may

be repeatedly engaged and disengaged by hand due to the

resilient nature of the PVC material.



than the bal ance of the resilient sealing strip 38. The material from which
the living hinge 56 is fabricated is preferably a flexible PVC materi al
known as GEON[err] C7000 available fromthe Geon Vinyl Division 5 of-
B. F. Goodrich Conpany, Ceveland, Chio. This flexible PVC material has an
i nst ant aneous hardness of 70A points and a 100% nodul us of 650 psi. The

bal ance of the extruded sealing strip 38 is preferrably fabricated of a
rigid PVC material known as GEON[err] 8700A 10 avai l abl e fromthe sane
conpany, which has a hardness- duroneter D of 78 ([err]3) and a fl exural
nmodul us of 350,000 psi. The first and second seal i ng nenbers and 42
respectively include respective interlocgng projections 60 and 62 which
are configured to 15  releasably interlock when the first and second
seal ing nembers 40 and 42 Phesgv¥RiliodiA €RE apet henl Beawdnf moving or
rotating the first menber 40 toward the second nmenber 42 facilitated by the
living hinge 56 recogmizé heunenbes saddpbatidrs r ehat nvd ilfd card ciOtiigich 20
The second sealing nenber 42 further preferably includes a foamstri'p 70
adhesi vel y appl ieah the amadppee thefcorbihetbofi. cdbket ahen shielge ol
edge 34 of the transparent shield 30 is positioned

present 1nvent10n, yet all of which will fall within
5 the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
following claims. Accordingly, the invention is to be

limited only by the scope of the following claims and

their equivalents.



betmeén the first and second sealing nenbers 40 and 42, 25 t he | ower
surface of the peripheral edge 34 conpresses the foamstrip 70 by the
action of the first sealing menber 40 upon-the upper surface of the

~ peripheral edge 34, thus affecting a generally air tight seal between:
" the shield 30 and the casket shell 12. In use, the foamstrip 70 is first
applied to the upper surface of second sealing nenbher 42. 5 Pref erably,

a foamstrip including a single adhesive side is utilized to adhesively
secure the strip 70 to the nmenber 42. Ne¥d~, one or nore lengths of the
resilient sealing strip 38 are affixed to the shell 12 around its periphery

by press fitting the.nmenber 54 10 into the peripheral groove 36 in the

interior of the shell 12. The peripheral edge 34 of the shield 30 is then

pl aced atop the ealing strip 70, and the sealing nmenber 40 is noved

downwardly relative to the other sealing nenber 42 until the respective 15

i nterl ocking projections 60 and 62 interlock. orative fabri 8 or the |ike
A combination cas et and shie

80 nay be positioned

comprising:
a casket shell having a pair of side wéils,
a pair of end walls_cdnnecting said side walls and aﬁ
5 interior;
said:shell wallé including a groove therein
extendiﬁg peripherally around said inﬁérior of said
lcasket shell;
an elongated sealing strip disposed in said
.10 . casket shell groove and having first and second
‘resilient sealing members; and
a transparent shield removably installed to
said-snelI, said shield having a periplieral edge
'removably retained between said first and second
15 sealing members of said seallng strlp 1n seallng

engagement therew1th.

* [ L M S *



peripherally about the shield 30 to conceal the strip 38 and foam 70.
Decorat.i ve fabric 80 nay be in the formof a "sock™ with stuffing added
thereto or 20 alternatively decorative fabric 80 could be stapled to
the rimof casket wall 12. - Should access to the interior of the shell be
desired, access may quickly be had by sinply renoving decorative materi al

80 and pulling the sealing nenber 40 upwardly so as to 25 di sengage
i nterl ocking projections 60 and 62 which may be repeatedly engaged and
di sengaged by hand due to the resilient natdde of the PVC material. -9-

Those skilled in the art will readi re Lze nuner adapt at i ons and
nodi fications which can be n'adg't o] Jf%% ccog%gﬁéf?%ngiaé%éf" g\n‘gh%’l'*ﬁm‘d of the
present invention, yet all of whighsadling akkipi ifdTudes a thies SRiditieand
scope of the invention as defined by the follow ng clains. Accordingly, the
invention is to be |iReeRRKF ofiaidhbhind negber dispdred din saild geasketrshalll

their equival ents. ' . s .
q_ groove, said first and second sealing members connected

5 to said third member.

3. _Thé combination of claim 2 wherein said
first and second sealing members are hinged relative to

one another by a2 resilient living hinge.

4. The combination of claim 4 whérein said
10 ., _living hinge is of a fairst stiffness and the b&lancﬁ ot
sajd sealing strip is of a second stiffness, said
second stiffness being greater than said first

stiffness.

S. The combination of claim 4 wherein said
15 livipg hinge is of a first hardness .and the balance of
said sealing strip is of a second hardness, said second

hardness being greater than said first hardness.

6. The-coﬁbination of claim 3 wherein said
- first and second sealing members include respective
20 resilient interlocking projections, said interlocking
projections being configured to releasably interiock
when said first and second sealing wmembers are moved

toward one another, whereupon said peripheral edge of

N O



-10- "CLAI M5 1. A conbi nation casket and shield conprising: a casket shel
having.a pair of -side walls, a pair of end walls connecting said side walls

and an 5 interior; said shell walls including a groove therein
extendi ng peripherally around said interior of said casket shell; an
el ongated sealing strip disposed in said 10 casket shell groove and
having first and second resilient sealing nmenbers; and a transparent shield
removably installed to said shell, said shield having a peripheral  edge
renovably retained between said first and set®dnd 15 seal i ng nenbers of
said sealing strip in se¥gi€¥% engagenent. therewith. 11111111 111111
111111111111111 sa nspareént shield is removably retained
therebetween.
7. The combination of claim 6 wherein one
of said first and second sealing members includes-a
L} foam strip thereon whereby when said peripheral edge of
‘said transparent shield is positioned between said
first and second sealing members said peripheral edge
compresses said foam strip by the action of the other
of said first and second sealing members upon said
10 peripheral edge.

T
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2. The conbination of claim1 wherein: said sealing strip includes a third
resilient menber, said third nember disposed in said casket shell groove,
said first and second seal ing nmenbers connected 5 to said third nmenber
3. The conbination of claim2 wherein said first and second seal ing
menbers are hinged relative.to one another by a resilient |iving hinge. 4.

- The conbination of claim4 wherein said 10 living hinge is of a first
stiffness and the bal ance of said sealing strip is of a second stiffness,
sai d second stiffness being greater than saild=first stiffness. 5. The

har dness and the bal ance of ‘saiSt sed FREPUHSM S5re8 Wi ot ﬁ‘aﬁ ness.
sai d second hardness Qﬁﬁﬁglggﬁgter than said first hardness.. 6. The
conbi nation of claim3 erein said first and second seallng menber s
I ncl ude respective 20 resi |a amiskient ehd0C handngraj iy @fs sidaiwhlls,
'nterlocking projections Be'g é:n%”‘l,'a%‘ajéeé’oén%cﬁc‘ikgaéaafé Voidtl $a195 ana an
5 interior; |
said shell wélls'including a groove therein
exwtending peripherally around éaid'interiar of said
casket shell;
an elongated sealing strip disposed in said
10 casket shell groove; and
a transparent shield removably installed to
said shell, said shield having a peripheral edge
removably retained by said sealing strip in sealing
engagement therewith; '
15 said sealing strip com#rising:
first and second sealing members
retaining said peripheral edge therebetween;
a third member disposed in said shell
groove, said first and second sealing
20 members: connected to saiad third member;
respective interlbcking projections on
said first and second sealing members '
confiéured to releasably interlock when said
first and seéond sealing members are noved
jzsl toward one another, whereupon said periphéral

edga of said transparent shield is removably

retained therebetween.

[
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when "sai d first and second seal i ng nenbers are noved toward one anot her,

wher eupon sai d peripheral edge of -12- said transparent shield is
renovably retained therebetween. 7. .The conbination of claim®6 wherein one
of said first and second sealing nmenbers includes a 5 foamstrip

-t hereon whereby when said peripheral edge of said transparent shield is
positioned between said first and second sealing nenbers said peripheral
edge conpresses said foamstrip by the action of the other of said first
and second seal i ng nenbers upon said 10 “Béri pheral edge. -13- 8. A

conbi nati on casket and shleld %P”Drkééfﬁkms§n§€§é§“ofsEﬁkkmhév&ﬁgtéinpéhia°f

side wall s,
first and second sealing members are hinged relative to

one anothexr by a resilient living hinge.

10. The combination of claim 9 wherein said
5 living hinge is of a first stiffness and thea balance of
saiﬁ sealing strip'is of a second stiffness, séid
second stiffness being greater than said first

stiffness.

11. The combination of claim 9 wherein said
10 living hinge is of =a first hardness and the balance of
said sealing strip is of a second hardness, said second

hardness being greater than said first hardness.

12. The combination of claim_il wherein one
of said first and'second'sealing members includes a.

15 foam strip thereon whereby when said peripheral edge of
said transparent shield is posltloned between said
first and second sealing members said peripheral’edge
compresses said foam strip by the action of the ofher
of said first and second sealing members upon said

20 peripheral edge.

[
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a palr of end walls connecting said side walls and an 5 interior; said
shell walls including a groove therein extending peripherally around said
interior of said casket shell; an elongated sealing strip disposed in said
10 casket shell groove; and a transparent shield renovably installed to
said shell, said shield having a peripheral edge renovably retained by said
sealing strip in sealing engagenent therewith; 15 sai d
sealing strip conprising: first and second seallng menbers retaining said
peri pheral edge therebetween; a third nenbersdlsposed in said shell groove,

said-first- and second'sealing 39. A combination 'EHER@ESanfOsMESied to said:
third nmenber; respective interlocking projections on said first and second

seal i ng menbers confi gumpxisingrel easably interlock when said first and

second sealing menbers are noved 25 toward one anot her,
wher eupon sai d peri pheral edgeaoFa%J%ﬁH shed h shavias asF?PéFd"’f-ss’rdénﬁ’@‘& BEy

a pair of end walls ceonnecting said side walls and an-
S interior; | |
| said shell walls including a groove thereiﬂ
extending peripherally around said interior of said
casket shell; |
an elongated sealing strip disposed in said
10 casket shell groove; and. '

a transparent shield removably installed to
faid shg};, said shield having a pe.ipheral edge
removably retained by said sealing strip in sealing
engagement therewith;

15 said sealing strip comprising:
first and second resilient sealing
members retaining said peripheral edge
therebetween;
a third resilient member disposed in
20 'said shell groove, said first and second
sealing membé;s connected to said third
nember; .
:espécti@e resilient interlocking
projeétions on sald first and second sealing
25 .members configured to releasably interlock
when said.first and second sealing members

are moved toward one another, whereupon said

' ) . * c L M S *



retai ned therebetween. =~ 9. The conbi nation of claim8 wherein said
first and second sealing nenbers are hinged relative to one another by a
resilient living hinge. 10. The conbination of claim9 wherein said 5
living hinge is of a first stiffness and the balance of said sealing strip
is of a second stiffness, said second stiffness being greater than said
first stiffness. 11. The conbination of claim9 wherein said 10 l'iving
hinge is of. a first hardness and the bal ance of said sealing strip is of a
second hardness, said second hardness belng'éﬁEater than said first '
har dness. 12. The conbi nati on qf 1 wher t_.an
second seal i ng nenbers incl udesoparfg era d m S r?apl ﬁtév%é‘g%gv\%ereﬁe Pq]

sai d peripheral edge of said tr afsRIRBIY gﬁy@ghddlﬁhéxgaduwaagg bﬁaween sai d
first and second sealing nmenbers said peripheral, edge conpresses said foam

strip by the action of the other of BafeRd istripatm aewefdssddl finsthemder s
upon said : . '
_ second sealing members whereby when said

5 peripheral edge of said transparent shield is-
positioned between said first and second
sealing members said peripheral edge
compresses said foam strip by the action of
the other of said first and second sealing

10 members upon said peripheral edge.

AT



20 . peripheral edge. - 13. A conbination casket and shield conprising:
a casket shell having a pair of side walls, a pair of end walls connecting
said side walls and an- 5 interior; said shell walls including a groove
therein extendi ng peripherally around said interior of said casket shell;
an elongated sealing strip disposed in said 10 casket shell groove;

and. a transparent shield renovably installed to said shell, said shield
havi ng a peri pheral edge renovably retained gy said sealing strip in
seal i ng engagenent therewith; 15 ~ said sealing strip

conprising: first and second reg %hl ?@‘gr 35l ent"gﬁnpngtraélgdﬂ gis ng,ggrgﬁa ‘lam

peri pheral edge therebetween; I spose
first and second sealing members are hinged relative to

one another by a resilient living hinge.

15, The combination of claim 14 wherein said
s living hinge is of a first stiffness and the balance of
said sealing strip is of a sscond stiffness, said
second stiffness being greater than said first-

stiffness.

16. The combination of claim 14 wherein said
10 living hinge is of a first hardness and the balance ¢f
said sealing strip is of a second hardness, said second

hardness being greater than said first hardness.

O R



4

20 sai d shel |l groove, 'said first and second seal i ng nenbers
connected to said third nenber; respecti-ve resilient interlocking

projections on said first and second seal ing -25 menber s
configured to releasably interlock when said first and second sealing
menbers are noved toward one anot her, whereupon said peri pheral edge of

said transparent shield is renovably retditred t herebetween; and a foam
strip on one of said first and second sealing nmenbers mhereby when said 5
peri pheral edge GHIELD] BORBURIAINCASKER d.is positioned between said first

and second seallng menber s sald peripheral - edge conpresses said foamstrip
by the action of Urehd second sealing 10

nenbers upon said perlpheral ed e. 1111111111 1lldllji1 (%1111111

ination caske comprises a
casket having a casket shell with a pair of side walls,
5 a pair of end walls connecting the side walls and an
interior. The éhell walls include a groove therein
extending peripherélly around the interior of the
casket shell. An élongated sealing strip is disposed
in the casket shell groove and has first and second
10 resilient sealing members. A transparent shield is
removably installed to the shell. 'The shield has a
peripheral edge retained between the_first and second
sealing members of the sealing strip it sealing
engagement therewith. The seaiing_strip includes a
15 - third member disposed in the casket shell groove and
the first and second members are connected to the third
member. The first and second sééling members are
hinged relative to one another by a resilient living
hinge and include respective resilient interlocking
20 projections. The projections are configured to
releasably interlock when the first and second sealing
members are moved toward one another, whereupon the
_peripheral edge of the trénsparent shield is removably
retained therebetween.
25

Figure 1 -



-17- 14. The conbination of claim 13 wherein said first and second sealing
menbers are hinged relative to one another by a resilient living hinge. 15.
The conbi nation of claim 14 wherein said 5 - living hinge is of a first
stiffness and the bal ance of said sealing strip is of a second stiffness,
said second stiffness being greater than said first stiffness. 16. The
conbi nation of claim 14 wherein said 104,y living hinge is of a first
hardness and the bal ance of said sealing strip i's of -a '—‘ d hardness,
sai d second hardness bei ng great er_than—sar g T Ecst=raropi§ 11111111
111111 11211111212111112 :
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