Nucl eic acids can be anplified and detected using a very rapid pol ynerase
chain reaction procedure in which two different nucleic acic sequences are
present. This nmethod allows one to preferentially nodulate (for exanple,
suppress) the degree of anplification of ane or nore nucleic acid
sequences relative to other nucleic acid ‘sequences. This nodulation is
achi eved by exploiting differencessin tdvamreltatiVéeNpri mer mel t

t enperatures, or by usjing.( rEaLn“[aJLog, f.pripers. .. Each-PCR cycle is
very fast, that is |es§~th§§ bféééa‘tr‘nds:“’eThrs 'riéfhoti""ll;g“'béf'"t’icul arly
useful for anplification au8iNdePect'MbR~:6F DNAldssoci-aied with infectious

agents that may be present in a speci nghdf very small quantities conpared
to ot her nontargeted nucleic acids.
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relative primer melt temperatires, cr by using certain
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is less than 90 seconds. This
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useful for amplification and cetecticn of DNA
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