Di scl osed herein is an inproved nethod for making and
obt ai ni ng para-xylene froma m xture of xylene
i somers, and various enbodi nents of the nmethod. The
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& (57) Abstract: Disclosed herein is an improved method for making and obtaining para-xylene from a mixture of xylene isomers,
& and various embodiments of the method. The method generally includes contacting a mixture comprising xylene isomers and ethyl-
benzene with a para-xylene selective adsorbent to obtain a para-xylene depleted raffinate, and a desorption effluent comprising a
para-xylene enriched product. The method also includes isomerizing the paraxylene depleted raffinate. The contacting step is car-
a ried out in a manner such that the raffinate need not be pressurized prior to isomerization, thus advantageously obviating expensive

compression steps.
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