
1                 2105386 Improvements in or relating to support posts
and/or partitioning system. This invention relates to a support post and/or
a partitioning system. It is an object of the present invention to provide
a support post and/or a partitioning system which will at 5 least provide
the public with a useful choice. Accordingly in one aspect the invention
consists in a support post, to support, in use, one or more partitions or
panels, comprising a hollow post element, a pair of capping members
positionable one at each end of said post element, 10 interengaging
connection means between each said capping member and said post element, a
plurality of longitudinal slots in said post element, said slots being open
at the ends thereof, a plurality of slots in said capping members such
slots being open at the edge of said capping members 15 which in use abuts
said post element, said slots in said post element and the slots in said
capping members be aligned in use, and key members mountable on a panel or
partition so that in use a panel or partition may be engaged with said
support posts by engagement of one or 20 more of said key members into a
said slot or slots in said capping member. In a further aspect the
invention consists in a partitioning system comprising a plurality of
support posts according to the preceding paragraph and one or more 25
partitions or panels, said partitions or panels carrying or being able to
carry one or more key members at the edges thereof so that each said
partition or panel may be engaged between a pair of said support posts. 



To those skilled in the art to which this invention 30 relates, many
changes in construction and widely differing embodiments and applications
of the invention will suggest themselves without departing from the scope
of the invention as defined in the appended claims.    -2- The invention
consists in the foregoing and also envisages constructions of which the
following gives examples. One preferred form of the invention will now be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 5
Figure 1 is a diagrammatic perspective elevation of a support post and
partitioning system according to one form of the invention; Figure 2 is a
diagrammatic perspective view of the top part of a support post showing the
provisions of services; 10      Figure 3 is a diagrammatic perspective view
of parts of two support posts showing a method whereby the support posts
may be longitudinally engaged one with the other; Figure 4 is a perspective
view of a key member for use in the invention; and 15      Figure 5 is a
cross section of a post element for usein the invention. Referring to the
drawings, a support post and partitioning system are provided as follows:
The support post 1 comprises a hollow post element 2 and a 20 pair of
capping members. The capping members preferably comprise an upper capping
member 3 and a lower capping member 4. The support post 2 includes a
plurality of slots therein for 



example slots 5 which slots are narrower at the mouth thereof than at the
internal parts so that a winged key member 7 may be 25 positioned with the
slot.  Thus slots 5 may be formed by a pair of mutually inwardly directed
flanges 6 so that the slots 5 are substantially in one plane.    -3- The
post element 2 is preferably substantially a three-sided channel having one
open face 8 which may receive an insert 9 which insert 9 preferably
provides a slot 10 substantially similar to the slots 5. 5      The insert
9 preferably has side  channels 11 into which are positioned the side edges
12 of the open face 8 for example by spring fit. The support post 2 is
preferably recessed at the corners as shown at 13 so that a dividing strip
14 of for example a flexible 10 suchas a plastics material may span between
a pair of. such recesses to provide an infill strip to separate for example
power and telephone cables housed within the support post 2. In the upper
capping member 3 slots 20 are provided which are open at the lower edge 21
which abuts the support post 2 and are 15 preferably closed at the upper
end 22. Thus when the capping member 3 is on the post 2 the slots 20 align
with the slots such as slots 5 and 10. The capping menber 3 preferably has
an opening 23 at the upper end thereof which if required can receive, for
example, by a pressure 20 fit, a pin or sprigot such as annular pin 24. The
rear surface 25 of at least one of. the slots 20 preferably has an aperture
26 through which services such as power or tele- 



phone cables 27 may be inserted.  Also cables could pass through aperture
23 or an aperture or apertures in the bottom of 25 capping member 4. The
width of the aperture 26 is preferably such as to receive a suitable
electrical grommet 28. Interengaging connection means are provided between
the post    -4- . 2 and the capping members 3 and 4 and these preferably
comprise corner tongue 29 on the capping members 3 and 4 and corner groove
30 on the support post 2. The arrangement is such that when the capping
member 3 or 4 abuts 5 the post 2 the tongue 29 extends downwardly into the
groove 30. The key members 7 are preferably greater in length than the
length of the slot 20 so that when the key member is positioned in a slot
20 at least part of the key member 7 will extend into a slot 5 or 10. 10.
The lower capping member 4 is substantially similar and again.. provides
apertures through which services may be provided. It is desirable however
that a foot 31 be provided and this may include a threaded screw 32
positionable into a tapped aperture in the underside of the capping member
4. 15      The capping member 4 includes apertures for services in at least
one slot base similar'to base 25 in capping member 3 and also preferably on
the underside of the capping member 4. Panels such as panels 33 and 34 are
provided and at the ends of the panels such as panel 34 key members such as
key members 7 20 are engaged by, for example, passing screws through
apertures such as apertures 35 in the key member 7. 



It is desirable to provide at least a pair of key members 7 at each end of
the panel 34. Panel 33 is. provided in a similar manner but is of a shorter
25 height and in such.a construction in one embodiment it is desirable that
at least one aperture 35 of the key member 7 extends beyond particularly
the lower edge of the panel 33. It is desirable that the groove 30 be
provided with apertures    - 5 - 37 to allow clipping access and load
bearing facilities in shear. To engage posts as shown in figure 3 a pin or
spigot 24 can be engaged into the aperture 23 and on the underside of the
upper post either a similar engagement may be made or alternatively the 5
foot 31 may have a slot therein into which the upper end of the annular
spigot may be placed or indeed the capping member 4 itself may have such a
slot or two capping members 3 may be used. For slots which are not to be
engaged by a panel a decorative inlay 40 may be provided. 10      In use a
lower capping member 4 is engaged with a post 2. Key members 7 are also
engaged at the ends of panels such as panels 33 or 34. These panels are
then slid into an appropriate slot and the post stood upright. 15      The
upper capping member 3 is then placed on the post 2 in a manner such that
part of the key member 7 extends into the slot 20 providing that the panel
34 is of sufficient height. Where a panel such as panel 33 is provided the
positioning so far as height is concerned of the panel in relation to the
20 post 2 may be varied for example by placing a further key member 



7 in the slot and passing for example grub screws or the like through an
aperture 35 to clamp the key member in the slot and provide a barrier for
the panel 33.  Alternatively such a screw may be placed through a free hole
extending beyond for example 25 the far edge of the panel in a key member
7. The key members 7 have wings such as wings 41 which are positioned into
the side part of the slots such as slots 5, 6 or 10.    The construction is
such to allow one, two, three or four panels to be engaged with a post of
the type shown in the drawings, but, of course, posts with different number
of faces may be provided. 5      Services such as cables 27 may be
positioned into the hollow interior of the post 2 being fed in through, for
example, the lower capping member 4 or alternatively through gaps provided
for' example in the cover extrusion or insert 9 or simply by providing this
integer in lengths so that gaps can be provided between l0adjacent lengths.
- Thus it can be seen that in the preferred form of the invention a support
post and/or a partitioning system are provided' which have the advantages
that the capping members provide an integral mechanism for joining
partitions or panels at the top and bottom 15corners and are able to
provide right angled joint facilities up to and including four panels
although a greater or least number of panels could be provided for a
reshaped post. Electrical access is able to be provided at the top and the
bottom and also through the post itself.  Total access may be 20similarly
gained and the power and telephone cabling can be kept 



separate by the provision of an infill Strip. The support post may carry
articles clipped or hung onto the post. Panels of varying height may be
accommodated by suitably 25positioning the key member and can also be used
for the hanging of accessories such as lights or doors. The slots in the
posts allow for decorative inlays of for example fabrics, wood veneers or
other feature strips.  The slots    -7- also enable facilities for glazing
to be provided and also the posts may be extended in height by use of a
spigot and further post section. Thus it can be seen that a support post
and/or a partitioning system are provided which at least  in the preferred
form of the invention has the advantage that partitioning can be erected,
on site, in a simple yet effective manner, requiring a minimum of tools and
fixed connections to be made.  Once the panels have had the key members
mounted thereon further engagement of the parts does not require permanent
connections and is therefore readily demountable.  When erected a regular
appearance of interconnected panels is provided which is desirable.    -8-
1. A supportpost, to support, in use, one or more partitions or paneIs,
comprising a hollow post element, a pair of capping members positionable
one at each end of 



said post element, interengaging connection means between 5  each said
capping member and said post element, a plurality of longitudinal slots in
said post element, said slots being open at the ends thereof, a plurality
of slots in said capping members such slots being open at the edge of said
capping members which in use abuts said post element, 10 said slots in said
post element and the slots in said capping members be aligned in use, and
key  members mountable on a panel or partition so that in use a panel or
partition  may be engaged with said support posts by. engagement of one or
more of said key members into a said 15 slot or slots in said capping
member. 2.  A support post as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said key members
are greater in length than the length of said slots in said -capping
members. 3.  A support post as claimed in either Claim   or or Claim 20 2
wherein said post element and said capping members are each substantially
rectangular in cross section and each provide a slot on each face. 4.  A
support post as claimed in Claim 3, wherein said post element is
substantially formed from a three sided channel 25 member, an insert being
provided  for completion of the fourth side if required.    5.  A support
post as claimed in claim 4, wherein said slot on said fourth side is
provided by'said insert. 6.  A support post as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, wherein said capping members include one 5 or more
apertures to enable positioning of services into 



said hollow interior of said post element. 7.  A support post as claimed in
claim 6 wherein said slots are undercut and said key member has wings
positioned on the sides thereof which wings 10 are positionable in use in
the side parts of said slots. 8.  A support post as claimed in any one of
the preceding claims wherein said connection means comprise channels in the
outer surface of said post element and tongues extending from said capping
members, said tongues 15 being engageable into said channels. 9.  A support
post as claimed in claim 8 wherein one said channel is positioned at the
corner of the post element, and one tongue is provided at each corner of
said capping members. 20            10. A support post substantially as
herein described with reference to the accompanying drawings. 11. A
partitioning system comprising a plurality of support posts according to
any one of the preceding claims and one or more partitions or panels, said
partitions or 25 panels carrying or being able to carry one or more key
members at the edges thereof so that each said partition or panel may be
engaged between a pair of said support posts. 12. A partitioning system
substantially as herein described with reference to the accompanying
drawings.    


