TCP.GRIPPhNﬁ5&§E1CLE CARRI ER o ' Pcnggﬁﬁgggund of
the I nvention This invention relates to an article carrier of the so

called top gripping type which is partlcularly, al t hough not excl usively,
sui tabl e for hol di ng together a plurality of 1 bottles at the neck portions

of the bottles in two or nore rows. Top gripping carriers for bottles
are well known. For exanple, US Patent . 2,823,063 discloses a top
engagi'ng carrier having an i I gjo FB%Q ng partition. One
of the partition-formng pang%ér%glp gl ué Fé%xf g%?ends fromthe
bottomwall and is attached to the top watl of the carrier. = - US

Patent No. 4,318,476 di scl 0Seg,&cd PP 89381 fide CREFPEIdRVI Ng & so called
' This invention relates to 'an article carrier of
the so called top gripping type which is particularly,
5 although not exclusively, suitable for holding together a
plurality of bottlés at the neck portions of the bottles in

two or more rows.
Top grippihg carriers for bottles are well known.
For example, U.S. Patent No. 2,823,063 discloses a top
10 engaging carrier having an internal double ply reinforcing
partition. One of the partition~forming panels has a glue
flap that extends from the bottom wall and is attached to
the top wall of the carrier. '
U.S. Patent No. 4,318,476 discloses a top-
15 engaging carrier having a so called billboard panel
dependinq from one of the side walls. The billboard panel
is normally used for carrving sales information and/or for
advertising. In blank form, the carrier has its billboard
panel at one end of the blank. '
20 U.5. Patent No. 5,135,104 discloses a top
engaging carrier having a billboard panel and an upstanding
reinforcing structure formed from a pair of mutually hinged
panels. When the carrier is in blank form, the hinged
panels are located between a pair of wall-forming panels.
25 Accordingly, so called billboard panels per se or
partitions per se are known in the art as is shown in the
above references. However, none of the references alone or
in combination suggest forming a partition from a pair of
ninged panels for the purpose of providing a top engaging
30 carrier with a partition together with a billboard panel.

Summary of the Invention
One aspect of the present invention provides an
article carrier for holding together a plurality of
articles such as bottles. The carrier comprises opposead
35 upper and lower walls interconnected by spaced side walls
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bi I | boar d¥&6%dependi ng from one of the side walls. The BCFUBsM3806panel,
Is normally used for carrying sales information and/or for advertising. -In
blank form the carrier has its billboard pangl_ at one end of the bl ank.
U.S. Patent No. 5,135,104 discloses a top engaging carrier having-a

bi I | board panel and an upstanding reinforcing structure formed froma pair
of mutually hinged panels. Wen the carrier is in blank form the hinged
panelz arF Ioca&ed??ﬁtwe@m&mﬂ&i;ét&u&t&feforuhﬁgHﬁwuﬂSMall includes a
Accordingly, so ca oar an e . or parti ns_per are
cnoan | n°the S BT St e d B, Beitr cBlnegked 2 BBRERE VALY, he
ref erences al obe the mdmmma aod ddgposedf adiangnt pardach orthierom Zhpai r

of hi nged pane&%pépra%,ﬁe alQﬁieﬁ)sﬁaPispfé‘&Yz'[hd'&gs aal 31 1BRGAFN G L ARELSEIVETD @

partition together, w oar ane

Summary of? thér?%ﬁ%Y&W%napertuﬁQiord$h§ gBephures piet the LR¥ernyahti are

t her eI is di Sﬁlmeﬁbcﬁsmﬁ I th cyerRirdsorimalnd m@preegezhher a*rnlguwkrwro;
articles suc e r 0 0 PEE -an
Tover val s i iEEFeaNtecs SRl yPatEl pehet HRbaRb R cra, SRECSE B R AR S
t ubul ar structwakls sandi | caver Metidrnaicl marttgtaomal stohchalkke- fcbnmengopadel

port i ons CONNGEAEHERSHEE UM Yud 0 Sakith Shilils seadednspnacdppdiasgal to

each ot her; dependi ng frorm one o sal
and 1o lower walls. The partition structure is ;ormed from

material disposed and connecting between the wall-forming
panel portions of the lower wall. ’
According to a feature of this aspect o©f the
invention, the partition structure may comprise a pair of
15 first and second interconnected panel elements foldably
joined respectively to the wall-forming panel portions.
The panel elements may be disposed in flat face contacting
relationship with each other and provide an upstanding part
of the partition structure when carrier is in a set up
20 condition. Preferably, the partition structure further
comprises a third panel element foldably 3joined to the
upper edge of one of the first and second panel elements.
Such a third panel element is securad to the upper wall.
According to another feature of this aspect of
25 the invention, cne of the wall-forming panel portions may
have an outer side edge disposed alcng the one side wall to
which the billboard panel is Jjoined, and the one wall-
forming panel may be provided with a glue flap foldably
joined thereto along the outer side edge of the one wall-
30 forming panel portion. The glue flap is secured to the one
side wall and thereby the one wall-forming panel is
connected to the one side wall.
Ancther aspect of the invention provides a blank
for forming an article carrier of a tubular structure
35 suitable for holding together a plurality of articles such
as bottles. The blank comprises a series of foldably
intercopnected wall panels for forming the tubular
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“an i nternaWogaR$asti on structure interposed betiveen sai d si decwesdsaissad

ext endi ng- bet ween sai d upper and lower walls, said partition structure

bei ng.fornmed frommaterial disposed and congegthg bet ween sai.d

wal | -form ng panel portions, wherein said partition structure
conprises a pair of first and second interconnected panel. el enents fol dably
joined respectively to said wall-form ng panel portions, said panel

glt ﬁrer}en;ﬁ CIbel ng AHi:SRAsBE 1 N Fhat sEACEs Cort JaltinGaradiat um%%gmg LAt hor

provi di ng an ufShRRNeG Spaacadeds &t ther oPprsite: pueuPE Rh%nb\ls%‘f‘lﬁ er™s jn
a set up condi tilamk also ANNEYikel) 4 bATHdwrd asaesl HF1ddisly nyeitednto
there is disclg&&po%n %E}E%h?p%%%ﬁ%qr %E ‘'of the wall panels comprises a
5 pair of wall-forming panel portions and -a pair of foldably
joined panel elements disposed between the wall-forming
panel portions to form a partition structure for dividing
the internal space of the tubular structure. The panel
elements are foldably jOlned respectively to the wall-
10 farmlng panel portions.

According to a feature of this aspect of the
invention, the series of wall panels may include a pair of
upper and lower wall panels’and.a=pair of side wall panels.
The series of wall panels are disposed in the sequence of

15 one of the side wall panels, the upper wall panel, the
other side wall pasnel and the lower wall panel. The one
side panel comprises the one end panel to which the
billboard panel is Jjoined, and the lower wall panel
comprises the one wall panel which has the wall-forming

20 panel portions and the panel elements.

-

-ief Description of the Drawings
Figure 1 is a plan view of a paper board blank
from which an article carrier according to the invention is

made; and
25 Figure 2 is a schematic vertical cross-section of
' the article carrier showing it applied to a plurality of
bottles.

Detailed Description of the Prefeired Embodiment’ - =

. . Referrlng to~the drawings, an artlcle carrler 10

3C cr the-top gripping type .is formed from a blank.lz ‘of paper
board or  similar ~foldable sheet materlal the ‘blank
comp:iéing a series of panels hinged one to the next along
transverse féld .lines.- Thus, the blank conprises a

_ billboard panel 14, a first side wall panel 16, a top wall
35 panel 18, and a second side wall panel 20, a first wall-
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hol di'ng t dYovHesess plurality of articles such as bottles, §%h§’ _
conpri si ng: opposed upper and |l ower walls interconnecte y a palr of
spaced side walls so as to forma tubular sTrficTure, said | ower wal |
including a pair of wall-formng panel portions connected respectively to
said side walls and di sposed adj acent to each other; a b|||board

panel dependi ng f gghq de wal ]
partition struc?&?‘gﬂpogﬁrn%&s et%v&;‘/egn2 ‘sal 3: uﬂ%gs psazgér}(# ﬁesnﬁl‘ﬁs ure
bet ween sai d ufp&highd CP@RE#SﬁﬁlP§ne§aﬁdepeﬂFStﬁén §Enu@mdr§3baau§¢mmnkd

from materi al daamesedm&nq BERBECho L RS INEYhS Al e‘m@l E1dpr R lone
portions, I.d wal | -form_ng_pane L ons as an outer

f
si de edge di spsgegﬁgi ‘gﬂ’g gaaf?i’%%é'aﬁﬁyéa% [fol QaF-élnSﬁezg/aI:PQf ot it pafel
portion be?ng pBovﬁ@ed4ﬂtandi@ﬁLmeéteptiméﬂgblyTstn@drtheughQ Arajigisai d
outer side edggsrsaid gﬂéjellj‘lltgﬂdggl % Sﬁgur%f g ogeg%é)gxg ﬁ%m&'ﬁur eby

sai d one mall-forn1ng panel portion I1s co o Sai d
According to yBPtEABBhcaTRARRRA dMm t BWOi nvew® | if t fwee battles| casseh aalsl ank

for formng andapitﬁéﬁ ilxafﬁcﬁfré)fz Byt yaylaaénéééugi Wrka %Jz t%@ efc%rlvlaﬁhrd' ng

together a plugality rticl such as bottl| es, said bl‘ank conpri si
a gerles of foﬁgaﬁrytﬁﬁt PR RHEL (RS 48 [ﬁﬂﬁﬂ¥§Q§naq(ﬁﬁﬁaﬁg°§é§@ caddesr

st ruct ur €40 sai susebuest ochperntures| Al-fnelrs wiicihidiHeg wrRd heek %Qrtﬂéﬂ@,' S
| ocated at theo?peﬂé'f:gt sal%ef\%& %@lﬁaé&n?égi as ik l?('nolw%qa%%c%anun-

f ol dabl y JOIned to one o ane
burst apertures each 1nclude an annular array of tabs "t®

which engage beneath the rim of the crown cork or other top
fastener of the bottle to secure the neck of the bottle in
i5 the carrier. '

Each of the base panels 22 and 24 include a pair
of apertures A5; A6 and A7:; A8, respectively which, when
the carrier is put into its set up condition as shown in
figure 2, are brought_into register with respective pairs

20 of the apertures in the top wall panel 18. In order to
facilitate carrying the loaded carrier the top wall panel
18 includes a finger hole H and the panel element S1 also
includes a finger hole Hi.

In order to form the carrier from the blank shown

25 in Figure 1, the glue flap 26 is adhered to the lower
portion of side wall panel 16 adjacent the billboard panel
14 and the partition structure S8 is set up so that the
panel element S1 is upstanding pérallel to the glue flap
26, the side wall 16 and the panel element S$3. The panel
30 element S2 is foldably joined to the uppermost edge 38 of
the panel element S1 and is folded through approximately 90
about fold line 38 and secured to the underside of the top
panel 18. The panel element S3, which is foldably joined
along interrupted fold line 40 to the panél element S1 on
35 either side of the panel element S2 is folded downwardly
through approximately 180 into face to face contacting
relationship with the lower portion of the panel element

|



one of sard W4P?'panel s conprising a pair of wall-forning PEH@ISINIEE ons
and a pair of foldably joined panel elenents disposed between said

wal | -form ng panel portions to forma partitigon structure for dividing an

i nternal space of said tubular structure, said panel elenents being
foldably joined respectively to said wall-form ng panel portions, sai d
series of said wall panels conprising a pair of upper and |ower wall panels
and ‘a pair of Slide wHehcpanehen sttial paneds elemantswalf ptmleel pabeifgon

di sposed in thg :ﬁggﬂﬁgg S I |
panel , the other si \@3{3 %ﬁ§|9éhd@§§.ﬁbﬁoﬁé?kma ?Hfhi Pégsalggg§%°M?
panel conprlmaﬁ;%ﬁ§d26n§heﬂﬂ é&n@1QH§QMﬂtﬂfsﬁﬂQi@WﬁW%ﬁEﬁd pE@ebrpygght

- joined, said luRicnud |wﬁaﬂéby0(¥ﬁli| $hearaald ie waldn Paeshc¥hieh faggsaid

wal | - f or ng panel ns sai d panel elenents, wher ei n one of
sai d wal Imfjf or ﬂf?ﬁétb%m %u?% fol dably -joined to said other side wall
panel, the ot her wal | - f siemgcipanedrpber i be mnowtdsesea: fupe eceekiiet én saé d
lower wal | pangleyalch %1%% ElaEhbS%{?ree %d%ﬁg$63al gbgeoEgeée end

wal | -forning panel porti al ong sai
downwardly agalnst the shoulders of one palr of bottles to

provide a panel on which sales and/or advertising material .

10 can be displayed to view. ‘The internal partition

structure, which is of multi-ply form, is thus formed from

material disposed intermediately between the ends- of the
blank but is strong enough to brace the carrier for use.

The carrier is able to fold into a flat collapsed

i5 condition for transport and supply in a direction tn the

left of the observer as viewed in Figure 2 of the drawings.



" Brief Descvpﬁts’lzﬁﬁsflof t he Draw ngs Figure 1'i s a plan VPEMUSHs/0850R 2 PET .
board bl ank fromwhich an article carrier according to thellnyent|on is..
made; and Figure 2 is a schematic vertical _cross-seetion-of "the

article carrier showing it applied to a plurality of bottle

Detai |l ed Description of the Preferred Embodi ment Ri““ﬂi\u@mg\ml‘mm
drawi ngs, an article carrier 10 of the top gripping typelif8% §Om a
bl ank 12 of paper board or simlar fol daptargheet naterlal,_the_blank
conprising a series of panels hinged one t.,0 the next -al ong transverse fold

lines. Thus, tReé blank cBftpr B3&dCA%hi GRFEART pdod helding r P heTvala
panel 16, a topluxalifanebflg8artihdlessesuol sasle battlganelsy acdrrisdr

wal | - comprising:’ _ -
5 opposed upper énd lower.walls'intefconnected by
a pair of spaced side walls so as to form a‘ tubular
structure, said lower wall inciuding a pair'éf wall-forming
panel portions connected respeétiﬁely to said side walls
and disposed adjacent to each othet;
16 a billboard panel depending from one of said side
walls; and 'i
. an internal partitibn structure interposed
between said side walls and extending between said upper
and lower walls, said partition structure being formed from
15 material disposed and connecting between said wall-forming

panel portions.

2. An article carrier according to claim 1, wherein
said partition structure comprises a pair of first and
second interconnected panel elements foldably Jjoined

20 respectively to said wall-forming panel portions, said
panel elements. being disposed in flat face contacting
relationship with each other and providing an upstanding
part of said partiticn structure when carrier is in a set
up condition.

-25 3. An article carrier according to claim 2, wherein
said partition structure further comprises a third panel
element foldably joined to an upper edge of one of said
first and second panel elements, said third panel element
being secured to said upper wall.

30 4. An article carrier according to claim 1, wherein
one of said wall-forming panel portions has an outer side
edge disposed along said one side wall, said cne wall-
forming panel being provided with a glue flap foldabiy
joined thereto along said outer side edge, said glue flap
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-4- WO 9S288%%i ng panel portion 22, a conposite partiti BRIEISHE6r e
S whi ch conpri ses. panel elenents S1, S2, and S3, a second

wal | -.f orm ng pane nEa glue fLap 26 hinged one to the.
next al ong transvmmmmﬂmﬁmﬁﬂ 8, 30, 32, 34, 36, 5 38, 40, 42 and 44
respectively. This particlllaf afticle carrier is intended to be

applied to a group of four bottles arranged in tw rows of two
bottl és- eachbedng securedpitot sdiidnohegaide2wayl relierepyesaBl emel B2 1~

respecti vely. eorningTiifet e LoRnWALLAPRACLA1R bhS! udgs agyarray of so

called 10 sun- apertures n whic e upper neck portions
of the bottles are to be received. As is known, such sun- bur st -

apertures eacly include ap apRdbde s8hta¥eof atdBsaihy to claim 1, wherein:
said billboard panel is joined to a lower edge of said one
5 side wall. '

6. An article carrier accdrding to claim 1, wherein

each of said upper and lower walls has a plurality of

article~receiving apertures, said apertures in said upper

wall being disposed in register respectively with said
10  apertures in said lower wall.

7. A blank for forming an article carrier of a
tubular structure suitable for holding together a plurality
of articles such as bottles, said blank comprising: _

a series of fbldably interconnected wail-panels

15 for forming said tubular structure, said series of said
wall panels 1nc1ud1ng a pair of end panels located at the
ocpposite ends of sald blank; and

a billboard panel foldably joined to one of said
end panels,

20 one of said wall panels.comprising a pair of
wall-forming panel portions and a pair of foldably joined
panel elements disposed between said wall-forming panel
portions to form a partition structure for dividing an
internal space of said tubular structure, said panel

25 elements being foldably joined respectively to said wall-
forming panel portions.

8. A ‘blank according to claim 7, wherein said series

of said wall panels comprises a pair of upper and lower
wall panels and a pair of side wall panels, said series of

3c sald wall panels being disposed in the sequence of one of
said side wall panels, salid upper wall panel, the other

side wall panel and said lower wall panel,-said one side
panel comprises said one end panel to which said billboard

Sheet Has Been Reilaced
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“whi'ch end¥@8%kéPkath the rimof the crown cork or other t®eT/usesodsast ener,
of the bottle to secure the neck of the bottle in 15.. -the carrier.. .. _—_
Each of the base panels 22 and 24 include a pair of apertures A5; A6

ol
and A7; A8, respectively which, when. the carri er llllﬂtujllmuﬂlllltlﬁmet
up condi tion as shown in figure 2, are brought
respective pairs 20 of the apertures in the top mall panel " fn order

to. °. facil phaée gar r;xsllﬁadt hankoaded aakseireivaliie ;Ja%:m@olmpeq%@s saiq 18
i ncludes a f|n nel el.ement _S1 al s i_ncl udes a

e
“finger hole F& & wi?) ol panel walF eSaid ﬁ@ﬁ&r@ﬁgm&gﬂrF@PeﬂrGPFFHQnEIank
shown 25 i nafhdgaaddlpahb? glemehtap 26 is adhered to the | ower
portion of side wall panel 16 adjacent the billboard panel 14 and the
partition structure Sis set up so that t he panel elenment S1 is
upst andi'ng paPal l el to Ahelapieadeqiing topglaime8siwRengin g @fdsaid
panel el %mntw§§1-ﬂ9§mi?ﬁ§e|pa3{el ﬁbﬁﬁ?SﬁsSg.é Sf&PJlQBPi/y Jlo(i'n@@ld fé& EB@d

upper nost edge 38 of panel el eng ded throu
D broxi it of yOBRET S1de il RAF ) 1 ABes8EARE CRLlT P REnS SRS aeTor

the top provides a free edge of said lower wall panel, and a glue
flap is foldably joined to said other wall-forming panel
portion along said free edge of said lower wall panel.
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WO 95/25691
e

panel 18. panel element S3, which is foldably joi ned PCT/USERYS
interrupted fold Iine 40 to the panel elenent S1 on 35 either side of the
panel . el enent S2 is fol ded downwardly t hrough approxi mately 180 into
face to face contacting relatignshigp with the | ower portion of the
panel el enent WO 95/ 25691 17/ % ' -
. PCT/ US95/ 03506 5 . S1. Hence
when the panel elenments of §he partition stfuctlreﬁare'set up, the
two wal | -form ng panel. portigons 221hnd 24 shown{in-+¥igure 1 of the
drawi ngs, are brought t pget her whereby the integ ngartition
structure S iS}:]IC;- 7 ! O S
_lﬁh. ”30 b ,
A— \ { A7
\ / \ / :

A3-——- ’\\ — I < .«-AL
\\4/ \x.;.'.l._._"‘"%‘}z

-§j !.2)
A7 2 —Ag
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"5 di spdR¥FPEween t hem .. \When the carri ePCTASPHOIEs set up
condition as shown in Figure 2, fhe bill board panel 14 is able to
depend downwar dl y agai nst the shoul ders of one pair of bottles to
provi de a panel on which sal es and/og agdvgrtising material :10 -can be

di splayed to view The interna paktition structure, which is
of nulti-ply form is thus fornmed fr terial disposed

i nternedi ately between the ends- of tﬁg}G E ank. but-is strong enough to
brace the carrier for use. carrier is able to fold into

a flat collapsed 15 condltldn for traq ort and supply in adirection to
t he | ef t oftth 3 V|evved-| '
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(54) Title: TOP GRIPPING ARTICLE CARRIER

(57) Abstract

An article carrier (10) for holding together a plirality of articies
such as bottles {(B1, B2). The carrier comprises opposed upper and lower
walls (18, 22, 24) interconnected by spaced side walls (16, 20). Each of
the upper and lower walls has a plurality of article receiving apertures
(A). The apertures in the lower wall are in register with the apertures.
in the upper wall. The carrier has 2 billboard panel (14) depending
from one of the side walls {16) and an internal partition stmcturs(s}
interconnecting the upper and lower walls, The partition structure is
formed from muaterial interposed between tow adjacent wail-forming
portions (22, 24} of said lower wall. The partition stmcture-comprises
& pair of mutnally hinged panel elements (81, $3) disposed in face to
face contacting relationship to provide an upstanding part of the partition
structure when the carrier is in a set-up condition.




bet ween sai d upper and | ower walls, _ Ire
di sposed and connecting between sai'd wal |l -form ng panel

frommteri al
portions,

and second interconnected panel.
said wal |l -form ng panel

wherein said partition structure conprises. a pair of first
el ement s .f.ol dably joined respectively to-
el enents being disposed in ..

portions,

-sai d--panel

sai.d partition structure being'forheq

flat face contacting relationship with-each other and providing an
upstandlng part of said partltlon structure when carrier is in a set up’
An article carrier according to claim 1, wherein said

condition. 2.
partition structure further

conpri'ses a third panel

joined to an upper edge of one of said first and

said third pane

el enent fo
second panel

el ement being.secured to Said upper wall.

| dably -
el ements,

"

: Gt

gfg
PRI
2
{53

.

FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY
Codes used to identify States party 1o the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international
applications under the PCT.
AT Austria GB United Xingdom MR Mauritania
AU Australia GE . Ceoigia ' MW Malawi
BB Barbados GN Guinea NE Niger
BE Belgium GR Greecs NL Netherlands
BF Burkina Faso HU Hungary NO Norway
BG Bulgaria iE ireland NZ Mew Zealand
BJ Benin by faly PL Poland
BR Brayil 3P . Japam PT Portugal
BY Belamus XE Kenya RO Romania
CA Canada KG Kyrgystan RU Russian Federation
CF Central Atrican Republic Xr Democratic People’s Republic sD Sudan
CG Congo of Korea SE Sweden
CcH Switzeriand XR Repubiic of Korea S1 Slovenia
foi4 Céte d'Ivoire RZ Karakhstan SK Slovakia
oM Cameroon LI Liechtensiein &N Senegal
CN China X Sri Lanks ™ Chad
S Czechostovakia Ly Luxembonrg TG Togo
CzZ Czech Republic Lv Latvia T Tajikistan
DE Germany MC Monaco iT Trinidad 2ad Tobago
DK Denmark MD Republic of Moldova UA Ukzaine
ES Spain MG Muadagascar us United States of America
FI Finland - ML Mali Uz Uzbekistan
FR France MN Mongolia VN Viet Nam
GA Gabon
AN

.
>



3 h

S 10|ned
accordi ng
plurality
being di
wal |

such as b

LACEMENT SHEETS SG
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Background of the Invention

This invention relates to an article carrier of the so called top gripping type which
is particularly, although not exclusively, suitable for holding together a plurality of
bottles at the neck portions of the bottles in two or more rows.

Top gripping carriers for bottles are well known. For example, US Patent
No. 2,823,063 discloses a top engaging carrier having an internal double ply reinforcing
partition. One of the partition-forming panels has a glue flap that extends from the
bottom wall and is attached to the top wall of the carrier.

U.S. Patent No. 4,318,476 discloses a top-engaging carrier having a so called
billboard panel depending from one of the side walls. The billboard panel] is normally
used for carrying sales information and/or for advertising. In blank form, the carrier has
its billboard panel at one end of the blank.

U.S. Patent No. 5,135,104 discloses a top engaging carrier having a billboard
panel and an upstanding reinforcing structure formed from a pair of mutually hinged
panels. When the carrier is in blank form, the hinged panels are located between a pair
of wall-forming panels.

Accordingly, so called billboard panels per se or partitions per se are known in the
art as is shown in the above references. However, none of the references alone or in
combination suggest forming a partition from a pair of hinged panels for the purpose of
providing a top engaging catrier with a partition together with a billboard panel.

Summary of the Invention

According to one aspect of the invention there is disclosed an article carrier for
holding together a plurality of articles such as bottles, said carrier comprising:

opposed upper and lower walls interconnected by a pair of spaced side walls so as
to form a tubular structure, said lower wall including a pair of wall-forming panel
portions connected respectively to said side walls and disposed adjacenf: to each other;

a billboard panel depending from one of said side walls; and

an internal partition structure interposed between said side walls and extending
between said upper and lower walls, said partition structure being formed from material
disposed and connecting between said wall-forming panel portions,

wherein said partition structure comprises a pair of first and second interconnected
panel elements foldably joined respectively to said wall-forming panel portions, said
panel elements being disposed in flat face contacting relationship with each other and




opposed& upper and |ower walls interconnected by a pair of spaced side walls
so as %o forma tubular structure, said |lower wall including a pair of

wal | -form ng panel portions connected respectively to said side walls and
di sposed adj acent to each other; a billboard panel depending from one
of said side walls; and an internaft2partition structure interposed
between said side walls and extending between said upper and | ower walls,
said partition structure being formed frommaterial disposed and

connect i ng previdéingn ap aupstanding- past rafngpich pagitiopostrucgig, when carrighds dina g upf
sai d wal | - fQnRitfeg. Panel portions has an outer side edge di sposed

According to another aspect of the invention there is disclosed an article carrier for
holding together a plurality of articles such as bottles, said carrier comprising:

opposed upper and lower walls interconnected by a pair of spaced side walls so as
to form a tubular structure, said lower wall including a pair of wall-forming panel
portions connected respectively to said side walls and disposed adjacent to each other;

a billboard panel depending from one of said side walls; and

an internal partition structure inferposed between said side walls and extending
between said upper and lower walls, said partition structure being formed from material
disposed and connecting between said wall-forming panel portions,

wherein one of said wall-forming panel portions has an outer side edge disposed
along said one side wall, said one wall-forming panel portion being provided with a glue
flap foldably joined thereto along said outer side edge, said glue flap being secured to
said one side wall whereby said one wall-forming panel portion is connected to said one
side wall.

According to yet another aspect of the invention there is disclosed a blank for
forming an article carrier of a tubular structure suitable for holding together a plurality
of articles such as bottles, said blank comprising:

a series of foldably interconnected wall panels for forming said tubular structure,
said series of said wall panels including a pair of end panels located at the opposite ends
of said blank; and |

a billboard panel foldably joined to one of said end panels,

one of said wall panels comprising a pair of wall-forming panel portions and a pair
of foldably joined panel elements disposed between said wall-forming panel portions to
form a partition structure for dividing an internal space of said tubular structure, said
panel elements being foldably joined respectively to said wall-forming panel portions,

said series of said wall panels comprising a pair of upper and lower wall panels
and a pair of side wall panels, said series of said wall panels being disposed in the
sequence of one of said side wall panels, said upper wall panel, the other side wall panel
and said lower wall panel, said one side panel comprising said one end panel to which
said billboard panel is joined, said lower wall panel comprising said one wall panel
which has said wall-forming panel portions and said panel elements,

wherein one of said wall-forming panel portions is foldably joined to said other
side wall panel, the other wall-forming panel portion provides a free edge of said lower
wall panel, and a glue flap is foldably joined to said other wall-forming panel portion

along said free edge of said lower wall panel. REPLACEMENT SHEET
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al ong said one side wall, said one wall-form ng panel portion being
pfovided with a glue flap foldably joined thereto along said outer side
edge, said glue flap being secured to said one side wall whereby said one

wal | -form ng panel portion is connected to said one side wall. 6.
An article carrier according to cl ai m 5;3wherein said billboard panel is
joined to a |lower edge of said one side wall. 7. An article

carrier according to claim5, wherein each of said upper and lower walls
has a plurality of article-receiving apertures said apertures in said
upper wall being di sposed [ IhSdef 6 DrahingsW th said apertures in

said | ower wall AD or article carrier of a
tubul ar str uctFl}g'éresbllﬁe?oP@nr 8]ICW 0{3 a paper boarc{nbpa%kalgom win an article carrier
according to the invention is made; and
Figure 2 is a schematic vertical cross-section of the article carrier showing it

applied to a plurality of bottles.

Detailed Descripti f the Preferred Embodi
Referring to the drawings, an article carrier 10 of the top gripping type is formed
from a blank 12 of paper board or similar foldable sheet material, the blank comprising a
series of panels hinged one to the pext along transverse fold lines. Thus, the blank
comprises a billboard panel 14, a first side wall panel 16, a top wall panel 18, and a

second side wall panel 20, a first wall-
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holding together a plurality of articles such as bottles, said blank
conpri‘si ng: a series of foldably interconnected wall panels for
form ng said tubular structure, said series of said wall panels including

a pair of end panels located at the opp03| te ends mm;"

a billboard panel foldably joined to oné 8ot said enm' m Iﬂimﬂ"lmone of

said wal | panels conprising a pair of wall-form ng pane p’brtﬁo s and a

pair of foldably joined panel elenents di sposed between said wall-formng

panel portions to forma partition St¢H§IMFe for dividing an internal
pane

space of said tubular structure, said el ements being fol dably joined
respectively to said wall-form ng panel portions,

1.  An article carrier for holding together a plurality of articles such as bottles, said
carrier comprising:

opposed upper and lower walls interconnected by a pair of spaced side walls so as
to form a tubular structure, said lower wall including a pair of wall-forming panel
portions connected respectively to said side walls and disposed adjacent to each other;

a billboard panel depending from one of said side walls; and

an internal partition structure interposed between said side walls and extending
between said upper and lower walls, said partition structure being formed from material
disposed and connecting between said wall-forming panel portions,

wherein said partition structure comprises a pair of first and second interconnected
panel elements foldably joined respectively to said wall-forming panel portions, said
panel elements being disposed in flat face contacting relationship with each other and
providing an upstanding part of said partition structure when carrier is in a set up
condition.
2.  An article carrier according to claim 1, wherein said partition structure further
comprises a third panel element foldably joined to an upper edge of one of said first and
second panel elements, said third panel element being secured to said upper wall.
3.  An article carrier according to claim 1, wherein said billboard panel is joined to a
lower edge of said one side wall. .
4. An article carrier according to claim 1, wherein each of said upper and lower walls
has a plurality of article-receiving apertures, said apertures in said upper wall being
disposed in register respectively with said apertures in said lower wall.
5. An article carrier for holding together a plurality of articles such as bottles, said

carrier comprising:
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| ower wal |
panel s bei
sai d upper
panel, sa
bi I | board
panel  whi

BEBLB’erl..esf:foﬂ‘qEETd wal | panel s conprising a pair of upper and

panél's™ 'and a paif pf side wall panels, said series of said wall

ng jdijsp ri g7hel bBequence of on panel s,
Il pg%gﬁ;’ ﬁg of her side waII jmm m,e"i ”]ﬂk\er waII
d gné-stde—panet—eonpri sing sai 7d ones en pane I C

pamel is joined, saiyd | ower wall panel conprising said one vval I

ch has sard wal I-form ng panel portions and said panel elenents,

opposed upper and lower walls interconnected by a pair of spaced side walls so as
to form a tubular structure, said lower wall including a pair of wall-forming panel
portions connected respectively to said side walls and disposed adjacent to each otber;

a billboard panél depending from one of said side walls; and

an internal partition structure interposed between said side walls and extending
between said upper and lower walls, said partition structure being formed from material
disposed and connecting between said wall-forming panel portions,

wherein one of said wall-forming panel portions has an outer side edge disposed
along said one side wall, said one wall-forming panel portion being provided with a glue
flap foldably joined thereto along said outer side edge, said glue flap being secured to
said one side wall whereby said one wall-forming panel portion is connected to said one
side wall.

6.  An article carrier according to claim 5, wherein said billboard panel is joined
to a lower edge of said one side wall.

7.  An article carrier according to claim 5, wherein each of said upper and lower
walls has a plurality of article-receiving apertures, said apertures in said upper wall
being disposed in register respectively with said apertures in said lower wall.

8. A blank for forming an article carrier of a tubular structure suitable for
holding together a plurality of articles such as bottles, said blank comprising:

a series of foldably interconnected wall panels for forming said tubular structure,
said series of said wall panels including a pair of end panels located at the opposite ends
of said blank; and

a billboard panel foldably joined to one of said end panels,

one of said wall panels comprising a pair of wall-forming panel portions and a pair
of foldably joined panel elements disposed between said wall-forming panel portions to
form a partition structure for dividing an internal space of said tubular structure, said

panel elements being foldably joined respectively to said wall-forming panel portions,



wherein one of said wall-form ng panel portions is fol dabI'V'"J_oTn_éd" to said
ot her ' side wall panel, the other Wall-formngp |des a
free edge of said lower wall panel, and a gl ue i a II ﬂﬂ!“ !‘lﬁ 0| ned to
said other wall-form ng panel portion akong sai
wal | panel .
said series of said wall panels comprising a pair of upper and lower wall panels
and a pair of side wall panels, said series of said wall panels being disposed in the
sequence of one of said side wall panels, said upper wall panel, the other side wall panel
and said lower wall panel, said one side panel comprising said one end panel to which
said billboard panel is joined, said lower wall panel comprising said one wall panel
which has said wall-forming panel portions and said panel elements,
wherein one of said wall-forming panel portions is foldably joined to said other
side wall panel, the other wall-forming panel portion provides a free edge of said lower
wall panel, and a glue flap is foldably joined to said other wall-forming panel portion

along said free edge of said lower wall panel.
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