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Synt hetic RNA nol ecul es having highly specific endoribonucl ease activity

(hereinafter referred to as "ribozynes") are described. The ribozynes
conprise a 5 hybridizing region which is conplenentary in nucl eotj de
sequence to at |least part--of a target RNA, and a catalytic regioﬁsghich S
adapted to cleave the target RNA. Mt hods foggi nactivati ng RNA
conpositions 10 containing ribozynes are al so descri bed.

RIBOZYMES

ABSTRACT

Synthetic RNA molecules having highly specific
endoribonuclease activity (hereinafter referred to as
"ribozymes") are described. The ribozymes comprise a

5 hybridizing region which is complementary in

nucleotide sequence to at least part of a target RNa,
and a catalytic region which is adapted to cleave the
target RNA,

Methods for inactivating RNA, and compositions

10 containing ribozymes are also described.
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