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(57) Abstract: A testing tool for
Internet  Service  Provider  (ISP)
network engineers which is used to
diagnose network faults, characterize
network performance and evaluate
new equipment and software releases.
The tool can be used to schedule and
run proactive tests to identify network
problems before subscribers are affected.
Further, the tool can be used to provide
testing on demand to quickly isolate

the root cause of a problem identified
by the tool or by network management
systems or subscribers. The tool is
topology independent and thus does not
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