DESCRIPTION BONDING WIRE FOR SEMICONDUCTOR IECHNICAL FIELD [0001] The present
invention relates to a bonding wire for semiconductor used to connect an electrode on a semiconductor
device to an external connection terminal. BACKGROUND ART [0002] As a bonding wire for
semiconductor used to connect an electrode on a semiconductor device to an external connection
terminal (referred to as "bonding wire" hereunder), there has been mainly used, nowadays a bonding wire
(gold bonding wire) having a wire diameter of plEIGRIPTAGARM and being made of 4N gold (Au) with a
high purity (4-Nine, a purity of 99.99% by mass or higher). In general, there has conventionally been
performed ball bonding featuring a thermal compressive bonding technique with the aid of ultrasound, in
order to bond the gold bonding VBEND BGI&SREAE0R SESHICOND PGEOMg as a semiconductor device,
i.e., a method in which a general bonding device is used so as to pass the gold bonding wire through a jig
called capillary, followed by heating and melting a front end of this bonding wire through an arc heat input,
thus forming a ball thereon due to a surfaceTeosiMCAUCRIEAD0eing further pressed and bonded to the
aforementioned electrode heated up to a temperature in a range of 150 to 300C. [0003] In contrast,
there has conventionally been performed so-called wedge bonding to bond the gold bonding wire directly
to an electrpa@®wjithout forming the aforementioned ball, when connecting the corresponding bonding wire
to an external connTEtion terr‘glnal such a? ﬂelead IE\ land or thefike. In.recant%ears, there havE been
observed rapid divetSFiRLERSAS B & LIaI a8 RIS ING MY Sef L L GRAGHEGY MREEISSROLS

technology .ak@leexaaipis, dsedititiodutadhdeeidstiogr xR taliechhéatiBac@gimg) using a lead frame, there
have been put to practical use new mounting methods including: BOA (Ball Grid Array) using a substrate,
a polyimide tape and the like; CSP (Chip Scale Packaging) and the like, with the external connection
terminal being diversified. For this reason, BACHGROWEDERDperty has become more crucial than ever.
[0004] E mﬂ since there is a growing need for miniaturization of semiconductor devices and
performing Eﬁ -mounting accordingly, there have been increasingly employed: a low loop bonding
technique featuring/Asloav lmmalingigiviref fobosaimcondiester resedsed autimes teamnelestréaieraleasing loops
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although there Is'not disclose pecific ex e of dpper wire Is’coate er, there are
disclosed kinudticd teothanrsucmeadideing Butfiacpressainanthieoalietbiottee abordmenivireedSyledlifictelly, the
inner metal pur IS ' i (Al), copper, iron (Fe), an alloy of iron and
nickel (FeNi %Egmtﬁkﬂe&ﬁﬁgﬁw%%ﬁraceﬁgtég%?t%@%@Eggie metals having corrosion resistance to
moisture, salt content, alkalis or the like, such metals including gold and silver. Further, in a patent
document i aggj)ugh there is not disclosed a specific example of how a copper wire is coated with silver,
there is dis Pose a copper bonding wire with a noble metal such as gold, silver or the like coated on a
copper wire. Accordihgaminiss, peeenhabcanventionaHyreecarpefaiorte \soecal keatined e randaocterrosion
resistance pr | : kr i ing wire
composed @m&%@uﬁr&ﬁ{ﬁﬁ@gﬁ@gﬁ %%Wp%%r?gf@ﬁm%rg%@rﬁ{ Wéﬁ Scriéz@gg‘e%ﬁ vt\i;‘(l) r%gggﬁg further
plated with wheshtenneating ot casrgspdndingbairding ee Than cjprealesmaeelioviieravoet el & the patent
document PLQY; It i f idati -alati allows a
reliable bor::%qabl hﬁ%ﬁ%@)i@%ﬁ\%’é\ &?ﬁ%e@é%gc%%ﬂgr@a@%g@r% %é'scl@{ﬁ@ rcg!?e{?r\l; %Eéﬂg@%ﬁﬁld?ng wire. A
patent document 4 discloses a copper bonding wire with a noble metal or anticorrosion metal coated on a
surface of a high-purity copper extra fine wire, such noble metal, however, being not limited to silver. This
composition allows surface oxidation of the corresponding copper bonding wire to be controlled
(particularly, the presence of surface oxidation after 6eing left for 10 days in the atmosphere). Further, a
diameter of the aforementioned copper extra fine wire is 15 to 80Rm, and a coating layer formed in this
case has an average layer thickness of IOnm to 1Rm (the diameter of the wire is 25Rm, and the average



Patent document 9: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. Hei 3-32033 Patent
document 10: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. Hei 4-206646 Patent
document 11: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2003-59963 Patent
document 12: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2004-6740 DISCLOSURE OF
THE INVENTION 7 Problems to be solved by the Invention [0011] As mentioned earlier, a copper
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For example, although there js often e yed a lead frame whose surface is plated with silver, a
palladiom R AT L DRE e LS SEP iR B AShNbLTErEke i BEca et
conventionableadticamerplaiald witiy sdiesr {itéerEd itozis "sihsenplataddgacdnding] pespamngdendas to
have a fronbend thereof thinly plated with a solder (solder plating step) before being soldered to a
substrate s Sﬁog)sem&ﬁré‘r%gﬁﬁa&eﬂ% like, so as to improve a wettability with respect to the solder as
much as possible. A high cost is thus incurred due to the solder plating step. Since palladium ensures a
higher wettw&ét%]with respect to the solder than silver, the aforementioned solder plating step can actually
be omitted there is employed a lead frame plated with palladium instead of silver, thus resulting in a
low cost. [0013]  Pifitieregincd ticethéscoposvibg ndiaicfovireinvitturizdtéstiwhsendted duttthelsvidese of the
copper wire t&e inventors t1‘(1ur_1d that an insufficie t\g}e‘?%gﬁ?go dabilj&l/ was acfhievegi mare qften and more
evidently wittEShOE L BRRHIIR G RS ER e 1 & LONVERtBRAI EMPEPiAré 'hd frame.
After consideoimddhiinyy abdamicoedietilritie diventoop floeighlt thfwh frllatilngnovire; 2en revéesenostdingface of the
corresponding coppey bonding wire would come into contact with also palladium on the palladium-plated
ad frame S5 e ol AL T BLStA G LRihac e tatty rdiied due o
a high hardtres$kinereof (Mohs hardness of palladium is 4.75, while Mohs hardness of copper is 3.0), thus
resulting in an insufficient breakage of an oxidized film on the surface of palladium, and consequently
contributing to the aforementioned problem. Further, a slow diffusion is effected between palladium on
the outermd608&}face of the bonding wire and palladium on the lead frame, thus resulting in an
insuffcient diffusion iayer befyeen the tuonaliadiums, and sopsequenty contlbuting i the
aforementioned problem aﬁso.c[%)Biﬁfl A copgper on inﬁlvvire can concelva%@/soe %ro ectegefrom
oxidation bykoauhge deanabeyed ace ppermater ialitbf dhecdpéd rhetali hgs $1stes capitiele( @u d kietabieam than
copper. While metals nabler than copper generally include silyer. platinum and gold. an unsatisfactory ball
formatbiity KRR R e g R e e For B B Nl T S, gy
expensive, toppamakingri diffimmpit bdeind wstidatipruskan gofihat oddinglvite stitte plaiimpla coged on a
surface of r.wire Eor this r , Ak is diffi i sl ieve v dge
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the presentliesenidel Yepioisd indbedivnbindusttyroyeralbonductor, capable of ensuring a favorable wedge
bondability even when bonded to a palladium-plated lead frame, superior in oxidation resistivity and
having a core wire of copper or a copper alloy. Means to solve the problems [0017] The present invention
with the afol@®fi€htioned objective is summarized as follows. [0018] A bonding wire for semiconductor
according to a first ct, i S i of,.co e ; ing:layer
containing paIIadiuﬁﬁe@%%ﬁg@aggsgﬁlévg@r@e %% g@gﬁ?gﬁ %@tﬁ%r@%ﬁ,@ﬁ@ ﬁ%r\}/;?rll}g@a thickness
of 10 to 200nm; and an alloy layer containing noble metal and palladium, the alloy layer being formed on
a surface of the coating layer, and having a thickness of 1 to 80nm, in which the noble metal is gold or
silver, and a concentration of the noble metal in the alloy layer is not less than 10% and not more than
75% by volume. [0019] According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a second aspect,
the noble metal is gold, and a gold concentration in the alloy layer is not less than 15% and not more than
75% by volume. [0020] According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a third aspect,



According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a ninth aspect, a Meyer hardness of a
surface of the bonding wire is 0.2GPa to 2.0GPa. [0027] According to a bonding wire for
semiconductor as set forth in a tenth aspect, the core wire contains at least one of B, P and Se in a total
amount of 5 to 300 ppm by mass. Effects of the present invention [0028] The present invention
provides an inexpensive bonding wire for a semiconductor device, capable of ensuring a favorable wedge
bondability gieahabibeehprsiride £tpsdlatisophelandingdframeh siper(@gycoxidabar sesfatyly and
having a core wire of copper or a opPer alloy. MODE FOR CARRYING . OUT THE INVENTIQN [0029]
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Here, the noble metal in the present invention is either sjlver, or gold, [0031 In.the beginning, there is
coscribed M & ARG Bl M Br o A A AT e fckmech s BStR e surrace
of the core wohéeoédafpethar ienpopeercalimsioAsesisiationprbpertyenitiothraropper eoipp el matsdsusceptible
to oxidation/n\Theg)reg(r)ﬂJ{ec a ogrglong%-term sté)ra eability and Wed%e r?ondagbilit)é 5 f#:geved with a bonding
wire compose’?]"jlein %Hﬁéﬁ' roﬁjl !:%Sﬁﬁear ) .”ﬂé’}’é,etﬁS'B&?éS G 8 ¢ Braé ' B8R 8liy by
forming theqoalbadivire,cuictaahing raoativigel ay eoppeting relndazefoftbiee plated wirth aihobigpeetal sucbpper alloy,
thus not onl Sall?c\{vigI terr'%rretrt\g Hﬁeac‘rtplieev%d a supe fr?r IV(\)Inrgtggmr |tnor‘:y;9ﬁ1abi"%é rﬁrnf w%j&z Q%anbility, but
also significarﬁﬁl preventing an SXidation OFa bl el%g 1orAEd'SH'a ont ERE o tReHSN ing wire. These
effects can pewadbiavsd dtioalimnwing dbiecaating ldeemtd oritztiopdladuthapdatsdesadatoggstivle to
oxidation thap gqpRer(:61if BMOST HeaLoloxid formatian ALLO) 1n fhiswayy,a shiterical ballgan be
formed by only créating a nitrogen a%mospeiwere ArOURd the Ba using a pure nitfogen gas, thout
employing &draliagdous. Mixategbdaniimantog discaosksidrogerer Thoesengiiectsvedn hacdbisetad ahen the
thickness of {ae soating Iawer 15.4040,2900m, Here, a0, nsiffigent gxdagenaaniol efipst o gphieved
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the silver ¢ on i 9 C € tioned probl ertaining jo a
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in the coatingdayentibidiproikasbieopmat adadéngieserivit gjbldrcoaipdsimg shefapatefmosppenfine of the
bonding wirg. ingl ' e [ less. t o0 if i . The
reason for t zla&t%igﬁé@ﬁlﬁégeﬁgv%%wﬁbg%%ﬁg@%%%%%t%tfﬁ%%ﬁf%égErﬂr%l'g?ea, egr}eg %ngjth{rgs}{%%%?fgﬁégmentioned
problems pginivgmely ydlendbatdibmbter(efgtheadeppee finevhich the hatl.ishectvnkieassantisidvierto become
a sphere). | r be e ili | ta the
palladium-p%gtggé(? |gh§(§e19}£'§(§'%{£§;ﬁ,%$é %ﬁ#gr%nqéﬁtggﬁ/gﬁ?gp%@(%ﬁé}con alén%g\eggést? rﬁgd Tg)&egr}f)n the
surface of theppercbwird)sof iotuppeesor babidiopaebildy. Here, the inventors discovered that this problem can
be solved by further forming on the surface of the coating layer an alloy layer of palladium and silver or an
alloy layer of palladium and gold. Such alloy layer further formed on the coating layer is as thick as 1 to
80nm. This is due to the fact that the wedge bondability is dependent on physical properties within about
3nm from the outermost surface of the bonding wire. Namely, the alloy of palladium and gold or the alloy
of palladium and silver occupies a range of at least mm, preferably 3nm from the outermost surface of the
bonding wire. In this way, silver or gold in the alloy layer composing the outermost surface of the bonding
wire, is caused to preferentially diffuse toward palladium on the palladium-plated lead frame on which
wedge bonding is performed, thus allowing a new alloy layer to be easily formed between the bonding



[0042] Further, it was found that the following effects could also be achieved simultaneously when the
silver concentration in the alloy of palladium and silver was not less than 20%. [0043] According to
the conventional bonding wire having only the palladium-containing coating layer formed on the core wire
of copper or a copper alloy, the bubbles having diameters of several micrometers may be observed in
multiple locations on the surface of a ball formed on the front end of the bonding wire, such ball being
formed withjgodigmeter of just over 30Rm. This is due to miniaturization and high functionalization of
electronic devices nowadays Specifically, such miniaturization and_high functionalization of electronic
Gevices has atso 1ol ARTHESUAT A IgR Agh RIEASHGTSZHGH B LB ARG CEEN dUICEa G e
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present invention. [0047] Further, the inventors discovered that crystal orientations on the surface of
the bonding wire, a hardness of the surface of the bonding wire, or kinds and compositions of elements
added to the core wire needed to be within specific ranges in order to effectively ensure both the oxidation
resistivity and a favorable wedge bondability with resﬁect to the palladium-plated lead frame and to further
satisfy a loop property described later. [0048] With regard to the crystal orientations on the surface of
the bonding wire, it is preferred that <100> crystal orientations of the surface crystal grains of the alloy



Other than the favorable examples of the present invention described above, there can be made
appropriate modifications to the present invention. For example, there may be formed a diffusion layer
between the core wire and the coating layer. Particularly, such diffusion layer can be a diffusion layer
having a palladium-containing area successively provided next to the coating layer, and containing less
than 50% palladium which is diffused in the corresponding diffusion layer along with copper composing
the cofrehwirgﬁ)aﬁdughrﬁdfmﬂr@fﬂ%r&i@ﬂilﬂy%iﬂﬂ@médﬂ %dmesi@gtﬁw@wab adae;]l@e tf:ma(;ltivﬂgrha.tyﬁr|?lam¢htthehcore
wire of the bonding wire to jmprove. [0057 ext, there is described the bonding wire having the
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the bOndoilnqhﬁiterdmmaiy?nmwdméhgmﬂwgamamiﬁlqpc@m ” tgvely,utlﬂrmdﬂ?rsxrrﬁg@a:oﬁmbetﬁmﬂdin% wire,
is caused to preferentially diffuse toward palladiym on the palladjum-plate frame on which wedge
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3nm, the coating layer serving as a pase layer of the bonding wire. may.still n ively.impact the wedge
ondiabitty (USRS VR RO LA BB Aohe L eh AYeT COTRahOntly
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3nm or more. Here, no er limit,is imposed on the thickness of the alloy layer, of allaqti and gold, as
far a5 achieil T ARG G e R ST R R Rk s of the
alloy layer ithaethat loé @per. dihkebsnditigisvoasedordicigtd ohe pateet dstainkentjl@btioofthepbenidahg wire.
This is because an alloy layer having, a thickness of greater than 80nm has to he formed either through
gold platingb B vt e BU B B e AEen e 2 R BEL RS emtng
treatment sbaneldhbersat to be as high as 700C or higher. Specifically, such gold plating has to be
performed under a high current if performed through a later-described electrolytic plating, and for a long
period of time if performed through non-electrolytic plating. In addition, such gold evaporation also has to
be perform¢@d0f@8]a long period of time. Particularly, it is more preferable if the upper limit of the thickness

Sonm or oss, the no e TR CL0 e ST A0 B S ANy

compositioy@iblcbated cantiatisurfaneththeltoy, lalfougrethete ¢om ineaceptroifiedramdacn mridetion afhieve the

pondabiity SR LA N PIRATd LA R i o e e TR

concentratidorimethendheyfriayteandt phtiacinomdingivgode dseriefiesedrana 14 btodredaroe spbesethahens5%, more

preferably, 0 9 t 1 Nt t be
achieved if ﬁ% !gﬁﬁd'{ gg@@i&l@iﬁ@% %?égéﬁﬁgﬂ?%@ %B%?%%ﬁg?hiﬁgﬁggﬁéi%ﬁg%@ reater than
75%, there is pragticahuse Tkadyizdbdvausafanmmbdates mish sHeed starisidsailiths pwichedbing ippthe alloy
layer of pallagiws . ially m i i f the
bonding wir@ﬁ%&‘?@ %@sogégt@fﬁm&%%ﬁﬁégﬁ% %sgr%]@rﬁiﬁfﬁgggggrﬁﬁﬁ]%?éﬁéﬁ@?rﬂ%qég%% melted
due to the Higttathemdanebadubtaigh(41 awnhad) dnditheieepetpufesasith rehighingehea paine gold with
a low ther vt - ily tr t ' ingyand melting
the front e%cﬁ%ﬁg%%ﬁ{j%ﬁ@iﬁ%ﬁggﬂ%mﬁgg%ﬁﬁ@ﬁf,g{gnﬁg@tﬁg&m%rke&é?%vgﬁ c?r%%iation in the
correspondiegRearowitiyadasgespeoifieseat 638An)tke IS piscsploeasimy medipdaatethef fitvatentdnfgheire can be
evenly mix i |adj rel ' e al i hen
forming theefg):fﬁJ ﬁﬂ&‘eﬁ%ﬁnﬁgﬁg @%Qtﬁg‘%@%ﬁ nEg)!;t%\é/!i?(!3 Ht%%g g’%s%ﬁ%%&%&b%%& %%g ??Peq}s\sigg %Vrecision of
the ball and eliminating the possibility of forming the deformed ball. Particularly, the sphericity and the
size precision of the ball can be further improved when the gold concentration is not less than 15% but
less than 40%. [0059] Accordingly, with regard to the_bonding wire of the present invention, the
palladium-containing coating layer of a given thicknes is formed on the surface of the core wire of copper
or a copper alloy, and a gold- and palladium-containing alloy layer of a given thickness and composition is
further formed on the surface of the corresponding coating layer, thus ensuring a favorable wedge



[0071] According to the manufacturing method of the bonding wire of the present invention, a special
method is required to allow the crystal grains with the <100> crystal orientations angled at 15 degrees or
less to the wire drawing direction, to occupy an areal percentage of 50 to 100%, which would otherwise
be difficult if employing a normal method. [0072] Particularly, using the same method as above, the
palladium-containing coating layer is formed on the aforementioned ingot after the corresponding ingot
hhas beﬁnhoaﬁ?dn@@éaﬁwaéztmewog@mmmﬂwmén@g@u&asm‘fﬂ;\a mrh:aﬂhrﬁaam iﬁpmrflnﬂtaﬁqnime,omhelreonf |
through the aforementioned procedures. The. ingot t coated with the coating layer and the silver film is
thon crawn 1D TS BREbA LSt 8 U A T oAV BE SRR R e G 01 peciicaly
such ingot igreiferentialiyeahietidan Faterofabgstiibee HoOteinpateasiofuhristics weendhe rfastenentioned
wire diametgr is 80um or longer, and at reduction rates of agou 71017% in ad%as of the di%s when the
correspondlRURHArAetl KTHSE ALpiatR, Ahage dh PENAEREN 000 B e Gl AR AORPRRIE way, there
can be deve¢loped.anheisilsiefioxaakey we daaistcuctune tiayivghadlineatmal | o sty famaggregate
structure with the cogﬁslpondird%)crﬁstal orientations pointed to tEe Wiregdrawiegﬁ]_rdiérﬁctiong. owever, the
bonding wird 8 PANSH S AP TGRS SN YRR, g RntAUD RS Uikl AL SRR Bonding
wire is moregrefiegaily icipuesibleasfgataslbwitsa faverdiepieapt.to 8m/min in order to avoid the
breakage of the bonding wire, such speed being lower than a normal speed at which the bonding wire is
drawn. The bonding wire thus drawn is also heated so as to facilitate alloying. When a low temperature is
used to hegote®ponding wire drawn so as to facilitate alloying, the crystal grains with the <100> crystal
orientations angled gt 15 degrees or less to the wire drawing direction gccu lgh areal percentage.
When the correspomﬂ@’% pé%?g ig?hﬂﬂ,pfﬂ '%o?éx%nﬁ[) ?Crggﬁﬁ%vannggm §§§\3)Sreal
percentagec&@ieceivibly asedltperat atagéncs afaaoigtecwiith khéatachthgdttne afcuemenkahesligiggregate
structure is mare.likely to Jose the directional property, thereof when heated and with recrystallization
taciltatod tARSRE P AAECTAIT AL Fo A FL b 100 B AIAGI 2 BB DALEcs on the
heating tentpergtatthosigbhtheesfoparcantage réescmmeoti Al)/mothspedifec i shoatuaesimderitye dlirnace is
230 to 280C, and reachi boyt 50% when the temperature ipside. the fur i .to 720C. [0073]
According G W LS e g S A e B e i netnont
required to tiébwfHib/ergatbh goaaiBoticatt{Bd 4 J/kiKoyegal traartat ohgokhJleas alvhéndegtestw/idh less to the
wire drawing_direction to occupy an areal nercent of 50.t0 100%. which wauld ptherwise be difficult if
employing S8 RO L B oIS SR S St S e B S e
palladium-ctontagainig e tathegfiay ehas tiosroeatiog e aie resitedtioefeck itfgot @fper the e armasfiending ingot
has been obtained through the aforemention rocedures, The silver film is further formed thereon
through the?gﬂ)nrg%e% |gr?%sd 'E)r%?:ee us’ree'sr.] fol\égﬁlggﬁt%ﬁg 'C%?g ee %\n{B %gségrgt?gg{tlggﬁ?%ﬁcf ?ﬂeggilver filmis
then drawn siniéacevaslyiensviteothetolizmetelabos messliy iyopficepptirandtherspmatatiiotibs . BPecifically,

h inqot i : " : fioned
wie diameldt EADHESHRRE 6 58 SRR R M A e P B Y B, e dres
when the ctwespdifflinpaiayestspsonatdd detihiesn 80¢ne batdess theoalibQ Rayerajodtagpénipiersd high

ducti {es. t % I i ' i S| th
orm. 1 11O Hacou R AR R & S e TobiB i SRR SRR B B eciona
property (theoergspenaiteg swating éayethTthe pedend sioowniiery Gryistidsaientexianglpdinductoadrperiie drawing

Therefors, (Lo U B e e B oo
order to gvam.mmdﬂmemmdmmgme@wmwediummldmmnamwmnbmmrgﬂe@d at which
ine bond'”%’éﬁlfe%gn‘éf%‘f‘(% %@gﬁg&ﬂ'&g gp‘lf 'Be BQHFégé&‘é’E‘Léﬁeﬁ'éPl &fgﬁ%ﬂﬁ&ﬁ%@&ﬁﬁ%gﬁ% W%‘%Pﬁ@g' When a

low temperature is used bonding wire drawn so as to facilitate Ing, the crystargrains with
the <100> d19tin® deopertyizibalgiesl gnifisandyressoaniehs possbileod exidatjaliretadalbbeingy a high

areal percepiage, YEndhRrAUPIRARTIBGISMRGTHER 2 iRk ADGRRIR| BIBs D fag D> crvstal
orientations angled at 15 degrees or less t0 the wire drawing direction occupy a low areal percentage.
Such low asphepeatbathhy sénagkyostisnednding the habt witl eheitsgrmasnaepledeagigreagedaisingature is
more likely %Jgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgtwnﬁbg{ggﬁgh 1}88@%5@%%%;&9 \é(Ii]th recrystallization facilitated
thereupon. Particularly, the'atorementioned areal pércentage can bg controlled based on the heating
temperature, such areal percentage being 50% when the temperature inside the furnace is 680 to 720C,
greater than 50% but less than 70% when the temperature inside the furnace is 720 to 740C, and not less
than 70% when the temperature inside the furnace is,740 to 750C. [0075] According to the
manufacturing method of the bonding wire of the pregent invention, a special method is required to
manufacture the bonding wire having the coating layer whose surface is as hard as 0.2 to 2.0GPa in
terms of the Meyer hardness, which would otherwise be difficult if employing the normal method. Namely,



In order to evaluate a sulfuration resistivity of the bonding wire effected by the coating layer, a spool of the
bonding wire was also placed in a high-temperature furnace maintained at a temperature of 195C in air,
for 155 hours, so as to intentionally and experimentally accelerate sulfuration on the surface of the
bonding wire. When placed in air at a high temperature, sulfuration on the surface of the bonding wire can
be accelerated even with a minute amount of sulfur contained in the atmosphere. The bonding wire thus
heated waspfignaigimoved from the high-temperature furnace, and a colorimeter (Minolta CR-300) was
further used to observe a degree of sulfuration on the surface of the corresponding bonding wire.
Particularly, a luminosity (L*) equal to or below 30 indicated that the surface of the bonding wire had been
sulfurated. Further, a luminosity higher then3 ARMMOOIGuGENTE® 40 indicated that the bonding wire was
satisfactory in terms of practical use. Furthermore, a luminosity higher than 40 was regarded as a
favorable Iepv%tﬁqllrﬁr%? E8Rimn titled "long-term storage (sulfuration)" in Table 1 and Table 5 contains
crosses, trigogle$ and circles. Specifically, the crosses indicate that sulfurated portions are observed on

the surface of the bonding,wire, the triangles indicate that the bonding wire is satisfactory in terms of
practical wee, and tE8 BB RAELe THERIFR WHCEEIhE BET AP LARL 0 ROPLCR PSR o7 A
commercially avaigble automatic wire bonder was then used to bond the bonding wire. Specifically, a ball
boncing wire, such BATIAUTHY SECk ALY 5SS ARG A 2 PRI TG R B Shanider of he
bonding wirgg-Higre4ohe corresponding ball was formed under a nitrogen atmosphere. [0088] An actual
diameter of the ball was obtained by measuring diameters Qf 20 balls,. usin . Here, a cglumn titled
“FAB sphericiy n 1HHBILHO ARG D A S A L AR A bR 0B e circles.
Specificallysihegdiatdses represent measurement results in which a difference between a maximum
diameter and a minimum diameter is greater than 10% of ver value e ball djameters. For this
reason, the crosses EAAOCUGt b AEre e B DD AU R R S roe rprosent
intermediaté2:0maiEions in which the corresponding difference is greater than 5% of the average value of
the ball diameters hut nat more than 10%. Furthermore, the circles represent.copditions, that.are favorable
in terms of practica i eé](,% i#}\% e ”?r?’e]?:%o"r% Sﬁoﬂﬂ?ﬁ(ga 'ng?fnéci nI{S g‘?gela't% |a§1anu§@0c %IHHZ'\} \%ﬁaoge value of

the ball dia®&t2805idt not more than 5%. Furthermore, the double circles represent significantly favorable
conditions in which Isgf’\ cto(gr%s%on in 'ﬁ%tiﬁﬂzc I(l)%(?)gm ) Qéiéo of the average value of the ball

diameters. [0089] AN WAS TUNthar AnA yzed using SO as to observe bubbles formed
thereon. Results th@aerftatecionent it dapahesenUitkediifiAdd BatebleAqgiication itriolgeatiom Nab&&d and Table
5. In additi FoS%: ectional surfaces of 10 balls were grinded and further observed using the optical

microscope. According to the column titled "FAB bubble control in nitrogen” in Table 1 and Table 5, pairs
of double circles repatsaindagméicaditjafavesatlae@nditeh B dtent Agp ihca o Bigbiscatisr MedSho the
corresponding -sectional surfaces. Further, double circles represent favorable conditions in which
the bubbles are observed in only one to two balls out of ten. Furthermore, circles represent conditions
favorable in terms digteattioalionset B idpiaheshdpakivies et € abst Appl itaionyRtbEeattofoiob&lis out of ten.
Furthermorglégaggles represent conditions acceptable in terms of practical use, in which the bubbles are
observed infive balls out of ten. Furthermore, crosses represent poor conditions in which the bubbles are
observed in as marRatenodoniorenhan: sipbadie dinexbremefDBaBNt Applicetlorilitdjcatiendés thein
respectively4_ % to an Al electrode of 1Rm formed on a Si chip, and a lead of lead frame plated with
silver or palladium. The aforementioned ball was further ball-bonded to the corresponding electrode
heated at 260C, folfaterd ldpavetge-bbndingnasbadegxarnvieth®diendidgphitatitntireidisetionatéel at 260C
and formin ] all thereafter, thus performing bonding in a continuous manner. Here, a loop length
was set to be 4.9mm. Particularly, there were respectively performed: a reverse bonding in which the loop
length was about Infiagat Higbuimept bbidiapainesehidhexdouped eRgitew aisppbicat S0 L 8Riea(ibPnilpand the
loop length g@gégg?t 2mm; a low loop bonding in which the loop length was about 3mm and the loop
height was 76.2Rm (3mil); and a long bonding in which the loop length was 5.3mm (210mil). [0091]

As far as a wedge bondability of the bonding wire is concerned, breaking loads (peel strengths) of 40
wedge-bonded bonding wires were mga%%@mm-t_m% Mﬂcﬂqel strength measurement.
Specifically, each wedge-bonded bonding wire was pulled upward immediately above a wedge-bonded
portion before being cut, and the breaking load was measured at the time of cutting the corresponding
bonding wire. A column titled "Ag-LIE 2nd bonding" (lead of a silver-plated lead frame) and a column titled
"Pd-L/F 2nd bonding" (lead of a palladium-plated lead frame) in Table 1 and Table 5, respectively contain
crosses, triangles and circles. Specifically, the crossds indicate that a standard deviation of the peel
strength is greater than 6mN, and that considerable variations exist and need to be fixed. Further, the
triangles represent conditions acceptable in terms of practical use, in which the corresponding standard



In order to evaluate an oxidation resistivity of the bonding wire effected by the coating layer, a spool of the
bonding wire along with the spool was also placed in a high-temperature/humidity furnace of a
temperature of 85C and a humidity of 85% for 72 hours so as to intentionally and experimentally
accelerate oxidation on the surface of the bonding wire. The bonding wire thus heated was then removed
from the high-temperature/humidity furnace, and an optical microscope was further used to observe a
degree of oxidation on the surface of the corresponding bonding wire. Here, a column titled "long-term
storage (OXidaEié?%]ﬁ' in Tat#ﬁ 6 di[?jd Eali)le 10.contains crosses, and circles. Specifically, the crosses
indicate that if fifd gﬁ VEGLPYH 608N8ﬂ1iﬁ)@vire is oxidized, and the circles indicate that the surface of
the bonding@aite]is not oxidized. [0104] In order to evaluate a sulfuration resistivity of the bonding
wire effected by the coating layer, g3.spool of the bonding .wire was also placed in a high-temperature
furnace maintained’at EAHAIEALAAHbereberPanorag il bt baladin S opted bl Aty et 2
experimentatpprecaieraigs sobivpation mactivalusdaca Ririhefthonding wireléééhepapkicethim aigetda high
temperature, sylfuration on the surface of the b@ﬁ(gi wire can be accelerated even with a minute
amount of SR OGPV db e BFEIdOTHLBERHHD SR PRE ARG H S ER6 08K from the
high-tempenates@riyrha@éleatn dkeercoponitherteid MniifitatCR- 300) iveesficatiber efstddorebseaeviel adiegree of
sulfuration : C ' ' ' icularly, a luminosity (L*) equal to or
below 30 in%?t%@ Il:[ilr{lga@ﬁ{%el(a éﬁr&&%ﬁﬁﬂ%&%ﬂ%@gﬁw rqegﬁggﬁggg'sulfurated. Further, a luminosity higher
than 30 but not higher than 40 indicated that the bonding wire was satisfactory in terms of practical use.
Furthermorey & byminosity higher than 40 was regarded as a favorable level. Here, a column titled
"long-term storage (sulfuration)" in Table 6 and Table 10 contains crosses, triangles and circles.
Specifically, the croseeexaitRlatelthavsgteésobichionslarebpieadd@va wrostsatecoimatiending wire,
the t”ang'%lﬂ%ﬂi&r}%@ﬁéh&dﬂﬂﬂ%&@e\ﬁ"f@a@ﬁéWn‘%f%% F¥cEi]1ff§f TR REACHRE GiterPRR R fIFEES indicate

that the surface of the bonding wire is not sulfurated. [0105 A commercially available automatic wire
bonder waslifigAsligsauss Foem s oh mgiwire piBpé sifiballycrd birsdds foiniae-ohtedflodtiomt of the

bonding wirg. lropghArG ARENAIIR: dMRABIRN ARG RANHING DRAICHASG Plkting e Rt daving a

diameter of 34Rm which was 1.7 times longer than“the diameter of the%?onding wiré. Here, the

correspondifdneaPlRersddrasyhsHate: wHitpe genohiaibapisaetToliBe] so as mrimpfoxe dineléabHidy the ball
was obtaingg iy Y5k dAMe R SRER ARSI MEINg ﬁ@i’bo@ﬁ@hﬁscm'é{mdiaﬁgféFtﬁ@s%%@”City in

nitrogen" in Table 6 and Table 10 contains crosses, triangles, circles and double circles. Specifically, the
crosses repPtEssst siRPastinsmentizaBimenswiench R dhee it BEYVER EPRESIFUMaIfRigetehamd a

minimum diggtenés:@RAtehiRABILIaR iRy Stay Eaﬁaalé{%é?fg% ORRRIRIR Befas ENpIGARPN. the

crosses indicate considerable variations and poor conditions. Further, the triangles represent intermediate
conditions iA WAfldRRe RIGHRE pth arl ldimarBstanskod divety thghresyliongria al@mgpstvalue of the ball
diameters Q@hingf more than 10%. Furthermore, the circles represent conditions that are favorable in

terms of practical use, in which the corresponding difference is greater than 3% of the averalgﬂe value of
the ball diameters BORGEEIASQRAM SPPEE ARG Ny e e BUIREI B fOsRsB S8R BLiESRICAHR favorable

conditions ieoygg]aw; SRIiATERBANG HiRRRSR RNl RARGIaR BuhelsiRyPAERaR KleRb e ball

diameters. [0 The ball was further analyzed using SEM so as to obServe bubbles formed
thereon. HetBeR GHRIMIPERIY IEERBYL U 'E€8PRESI 1A riffodaHesimhBlatelattaar dHMEe otedmtiifs crosses

and circles.cgpasitieRly siRICHRIEE TRPIBRRIaRNAHRNEINYRIGE shsbRibMeRaie alseRefopn the ball,
and the circles represent conditions in which no bubble is observed on the ball. [0108] The bonding

wire was thEWREsPEERAIGIHEARH 3D QU MASCBHERCBOT M ROTHEERCHAIBISTIMRET AABCING XSS lead
frame plateg,yyifh et Pito eyt a R R MANHPHE thEPAMNRTMIFI S BB aRGes doriRQime

corresponding electrode heated at 260C, followed by wedge-bonding a base part of the bonding wire to

the lead he&IRFHPIBUE WdI8HARY 4N dhEChARHIEIRHEIRE 9D BRI AREP BBRRIME I F 2 d¥Blinuous

manner. Ha{gdadeORdengtiviens ratiR R fplMidiuRALic T vh lRaR MR dRsRFEGNPR TPOYed: a high
loop bonding in which a loop height was about 304.8Rm 12mili and the loop length was about 2mm; a

e
low loop boRthEssHIHMAA ?ﬁéﬂ%ﬁfﬂ%t@f ¢okaos8 an iRz dHALAB i RetiitewhBalBdih #8thil); and a
long bondingRayhishihedremiengthovar SafiruméRdanet) dRHMGh. Fulifanagenwvereaigandability of
the bonding wire Is concerned, breaking loads (peel strengths) of 40 wedge-bonded bonding wires were
measured through the so-called peel strength measurement. Specifically, each wedge-bonded bonding
wire was pulled upward immediately above a wedge-bonded portion before being cut, and the breaking
load was measured at the time of cutting the corresponding bonding wire. A column titled "Ag-LIE 2nd
bonding” (lead of a gold-plated lead frame) and a coltimn titled "Pd-LIE 2nd bonding” (lead of a
palladium-plated lead frame) in Table 6 and Table 10, respectively contain crosses, circles and double
circles. Specifically, the crosses indicate that a standard deviation of the peel strength is greater than



[0121] As shown in the examples 16 through 63, when the silver concentration in the alloy of silver
and palladium was equal to or higher than 20%, not only flaws formed by the capillary could be further
effectively controlled (column titled "flaw control"), but also the bubbles on the small-diameter ball formed
in nitrogen could be controlled (column titled "FAB bubble control in nitrogen™). Further, as shown in the
examples 31 through 63, it was found that the flaws and the bubbles could be even more effectively

controlled, wifednci ectauespansingrsiviehe @ueanicationries gaualdonairjaties dhapaliunie?] As
shown in examples 64 through 91 in Table 2, the crinkles on the loops of the bonding wire.bonded
through thelPEVBPCE BBl LS Chdel SHEIEENS BRI E R NGB SRR LECBORBing crinkle
control"), whed dbesedystalygeainsbuitinghe ttQferenstabosieptebieonsangled at 15 degrees or less with
respect to the wire drawing direction occupy an areal percentage of 50 to 100%, such crystal grains being
observed on the surface of the bonding wire. Particularly, such crinkles could be even more effectively
controlled Wbemihe area of the corresponding crystal grains was present by as much as or greater than
70%. [0123] As shown in examples 4 through 6 in Table 2, the leaning faijures of the honding wire
pondied through the WTTBbETEIAN G 6 BE VAN LR ALy GEr TG LT U B High loop
leaning condtpfacerdfarctipparystahgithiasvbib iheak 16s8 3 160itb lerieriridatisratgledoppdb Wddlees or less
with respect to the wire drawing direction gccu n greal percentage of 60 to 100%, sych crystal grains
peing obss B B 0L A LSRR ARG BLfel Aty CL A O8I vERLSTaY B Even more
effectively dontraligily idechibecdfaneimsineoraed aetd) peroentiaped sadicle s dhiamy 050 tHd1adkr  As
shown in examples 92 through 96 throygh 102 and 104 in Table 3, when the Meyer.hardness of the
Surface of R EoRHIg b RS U ek ¥ A B MR RER IR R g BRI ot
even after peitonphanguive dostdd am bodifigeécofumoaibed Wite2Ror (Bnisilydasenoap isediffitamage"). [0125]
As shown in.ex les 109 through 117, and 121 through.124 in Table 4, when the core wi as actually
ace of o TARPAIY ASHNETHAd APrRG whaErs Dy, R B R MR by
mass, bendieagl dfaime kol anditti tien contsollaatioan edistivigs foyrsimy W edarmeglibadingaéealéithe titled
"5.3mm (2100mil%}lwge%ﬂ1dgng"§ %Oth% ( oldo‘saﬁpﬁ\’\lﬁrr}lins |\)/(arme[fl?ﬁ1 125 through 135 in Table 5, it was
found that tR&Rroramentioned #er@[% O e RESERT IRV entSh RSUIYBY achieved even when there was
formed a diffusion layer between the coating layer and the core wire and copper contained in the core
wire was diF into the coating layer. [0127] Next, there are described examples of the bonding
wire having'thé alloy layer of gold and palladium formed on the coating layer. [0128] According to
examples 136 througnthé&? anwiiedthab)dtee ref \was mavitdaxftarbonthadoomaingedine agonvgr ldevac200nm thick
palladium C?m%%”%' ¥ﬁ£t%°rr6“r‘?ﬂe‘3'ﬁ<‘ehﬁw°*o“g§ C\%\a/h%ﬁhflgp Pl eNie: andd 59 §s°%rr“8§ha{sc%§‘é'&y layer of
further formed on the corresponding coatmg layer, such alloy Tayer béing compose gold'and
palladium. 266andimutotthssdhoniing ofitergidrentder heodeHieeas zafivolablebsedese! o tatatsilad with

respect to t lladium-plat o% itled "Pd-l Ing"™M,.whi ing the
oxidation reté%sff |t§g(}&lgﬁu%ﬁ1%§t?’eé§ a%ﬁ@-rﬁgrilﬁs gg@é (§SM5 |grréﬁ)]%%@%%%%g’ﬂyrxedsﬁ%e\é]@#(ﬂ:@umn titled
"long-term svineatps (Silfiarastiondt) anabthue Ephefidionofhireblyathisolg tamtitlact " faB spheiigityimanitrogen™).
In contrast, OV tive e: r long-term storageabili nd
pondabity L oA R I o e gl AN A g
layer formetb thehreiomofubeiEbe g Shnaalifrah éhioregsara iweedgarpidability pada sphesiagityasftiee ball in
nitrogen w. chieyed wi hﬁTﬁ) ' i ' (r h ing layer
formed theﬁ%mﬁéﬁﬁ?é%%&, a %rfw%l\ﬁ/}v%agl\rlﬁi g%@%ﬂpﬁgtmpﬁﬁr%ﬁﬁ%ﬁfgﬁeév@g a %%(iﬁgwg\?ed an
insufficient dieahgéebohakmitilbwithtespect to the palladium-plated lead frame, when the thickness of the
alloy layer of gold and palladium formed on the coating layer was less than mm, even though, the
thickness of the palladium coating layer formed on the copper core wire was 10 to 20nm. Furthermore, as
shown in thE)@bbhparative example 13, there can hardly be ensured a stable quality of the bonding wire,
when the thickness of | r t | r ater than
80nm, even thoughl,ﬂ[r\l}(ge ﬁl’?éfr%e%aﬁieﬁﬁgﬁﬁ @%ﬁ@gﬂ% Iﬁgygeﬂre?célt%@(ta otrﬁ %ﬁ)g%%ré)%@/ éﬁ)@g r\{/gvt;(‘r?e was 10
to 200nm. Paetildady pensliogvag racHiisyeenzigeodiolecigeapatidabfiitgnaiting:spdevasaltle padidgium-plated
lead frame (col itled "Pd- ngding"), Wi bondi ifecin the \Y le 13. In
this case, trg)g)(ﬁe%vggsl Iggeig\{'g\é/ﬁjjgﬂdﬁas%ig &@%&sﬁh@ﬁ%@qoéggmeeﬂggﬁ?’du to g\{(? at%(fri‘l 0 ﬂt}ﬁe
corresponding alloy layer (column titled "FAB sphericity in nitrogen”). Furthermore, as shown in the
comparative example 14, there was achieved an insufficient wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame, when there was formed on the copper core wire the 10 to 200nm thick
palladium coating layer and the gold concentration in’the alloy layer of gold and palladium formed on the
corresponding coating layer was less than 15%. Furthermore, as shown in the comparative examplel5,
there was also achieved a poor sphericity of the ball in nitrogen, when there was formed on the copper
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resistivity and having a core wire of copper or a copper alloy.

Means to solve the problems
[0017]

The present invention with the aforementioned objective is summarized as follows.

[0018]

A bonding wire for semiconductor according to a first aspect, includes: a core wire
made of copper or a copper alloy; a coating layer containing palladium, the coating layer
being formed on a surface of the core wire, and having a thickness of 10 to 200nm; and an
alloy layer containing noble metal and palladium, the alloy layer being formed on a surface
of the coating layer, and having a thickness of 1 to 80nm, in which the noble metal is gold
or silver, and a concentration of the noble metal in the alloy layer is not less than 10% and

not more than 75% by volume.

[0019]
According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a second aspect, the
noble metal is gold, and a gold concentration in the alloy layer is not less than 15% and not

more than 75% by volume.

[0020]

According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a third aspect, the
alloy layer contains surface crystal grains among which those having <111> crystal
orientations angled at 15 degrees or less to a wire drawing direction occupy an areal
percentage of 40% to 100%.

[0021]

According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a fourth aspect, the

gold concentration in the alloy layer is not less than 40% and not more than 75% by volume.
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[0022]
According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a fifth aspect, the
noble metal is silver, the alloy layer is formed to a thickness from 1nm to 30nm, and a sliver

concentration in the alloy layer is not less than 10% and not more than 70% by volume.

[0023]
According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a sixth aspect, the

sliver concentration in the alloy layer is not less than 20% and not more than 70% by volume.

[0024]

According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a seventh aspect, the
alloy layer contains surface crystal grains among which those having <100> crystal
orientations angled at 15 degrees or less to a wire drawing direction occupy an areal
percentage of 50% to 100%.

[0025]

According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in an eighth aspect, the
alloy layer contains surface crystal grains among which those having <111> crystal
orientations angled at 15 degrees or less to a wire drawing direction occupy an areal
percentage of 60% to 100%.

[0026]
According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a ninth aspect, a

Meyer hardness of a surface of the bonding wire is 0.2GPa to 2.0GPa.
[0027]

According to a bonding wire for semiconductor as set forth in a tenth aspect, the

core wire contains at least one of B, P and Se in a total amount of 5 to 300 ppm by mass.

11
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Effects of the present invention
[0028]

The present invention provides an inexpensive bonding wire for a semiconductor
device, capable of ensuring a favorable wedge bondability even when bonded to a
palladium-plated lead frame, superior in oxidation resistivity and having a core wire of

copper or a copper alloy.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION
[0029]

There is further described hereunder a structure of a bonding wire of the present
invention. In the following descriptions, “%” refers to “% by volume” unless otherwise noted.
Particularly, a composition is studied by analyzing sections of the bonding wire, and is thus
presented as a series of average values of only metals. Here, although carbon does exist as a
natural impurity (unavoidable impurity), it is not included in the composition described

hereunder.

[0030]

The inventors of the present invention developed a way to provide an inexpensive
bonding wire having a core wire of copper or a copper alloy, and capable of ensuring both an
oxidation resistivity and a favorable wedge bondability with respect to a lead frame plated
with palladium (referred to as “palladium-plated lead frame” hereunder). Specifically, such a
kind of bonding wire is obtained by forming on a surface of the core wire of copper or a
copper alloy a palladium-containing coating layer of a given thickness, and further forming
on a surface of such coating layer a noble metal- and palladium-containing alloy layer of a
given thickness and composition. Here, the noble metal in the present invention is either

silver or gold.
[0031]

In the beginning, there is described how the palladium-containing coating layer of

an appropriate thickness is formed on the surface of the core wire of copper or a copper alloy.

12
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As mentioned earlier, copper or a copper alloy is susceptible to oxidation. Therefore, a poor
long-term storageability and wedge bondability is achieved with a bonding wire composed of
only copper or a copper alloy. Here, the oxidation of copper can be controlled by forming the
palladium-containing coating layer on the surface of the core wire of copper or a copper alloy,
thus not only allowing there to be achieved a superior long-term storageability and wedge
bondability, but also significantly preventing an oxidation of a ball being formed on a front
end of the bonding wire. These effects can be achieved by allowing the coating layer to
contain palladium that is less susceptible to oxidation than copper (i.e., a larger heat of oxide
formation AHp). In this way, a spherical ball can be formed by only creating a nitrogen
atmosphere around the ball using a pure nitrogen gas, without employing a hazardous mixed
gas of hydrogen and nitrogen. These effects can be achieved when the thickness of the
coating layer is 10 to 200nm. Here, an insufficient oxidation control effect is achieved when
the thickness of the coating layer is less than 10nm. When the thickness of the coating layer is
beyond 200nm, there are often and unfavorably formed on a surface of the ball bubbles
having diameters of several micrometers. Here, elements other than palladium in the
palladium-containing coating layer, include unavoidable impurities of palladium, and
elements composing the core wire and an outermost surface of the bonding wire. Further, a
sufficient oxidation control effect can be achieved when the coating layer contains 50%
palladium or more. However, it is preferable that as an element other than palladium in the
coating layer, a later-described silver composing the outermost surface of the bonding wire is
not included, but a concentration thereof is less than 10% if included. The reason for that is
because when the silver concentration is 10% or more, there occurs the aforementioned
problems pertaining to a silver-coated wire (e.g., the oxidation while forming the ball). Further,
as an element other than palladium in the coating layer, it is preferable that a later-described gold
composing the outermost surface of the bonding wire is not included, but a concentration
thereof is preferably less than 15% if included. The reason for that is because when the gold
concentration is 15% or more, there occurs the aforementioned problems pertaining to a

gold-coated wire (e.g., a failure in which the ball is deformed and fails to become a sphere).

13
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[0032]

There cannot be ensured a favorable wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame, when there is formed only the palladium-containing coating
layer on the surface of the core wire of copper or a copper alloy. Here, the inventors
discovered that this problem can be solved by further forming on the surface of the coating
layer an alloy layer of palladium and silver or an alloy layer of palladium and gold. Such
alloy layer further formed on the coating layer is as thick as 1 to 80nm. This is due to the fact
that the wedge bondability is dependent on physical properties within about 3nm from the
outermost surface of the bonding wire. Namely, the alloy of palladium and gold or the alloy
of palladium and silver occupies a range of at least 1nm, preferably 3nm from the outermost
surface of the bonding wire. In this way, silver or gold in the alloy layer composing the
outermost surface of the bonding wire, is caused to preferentially diffuse toward palladium on
the palladium-plated lead frame on which wedge bonding is performed, thus allowing a new
alloy layer to be easily formed between the bonding wire and the palladium-plated lead frame.
For this reason, the bonding wire of the present invention has an improved wedge
bondability when bonded to the palladium-plated lead frame, and thus having, for example, a
favorable 2nd peel strength. This is due to the fact that an interdiffusion between palladium
and silver or gold takes place prior to a self-diffusion of palladium. However, when the
thickness of the alloy layer is less than 1nm, the coating layer serving as a base layer of the
bonding wire is caused to impact the aforementioned wedge bondability, thus making it
impossible to ensure the wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame.
Further, when the thickness of the alloy layer is less than 3nm, the coating layer serving as a
base layer of the bonding wire may still negatively impact the wedge bondability, thus
making it difficult for the aforementioned effects to be stabilized and consequently bringing
about a necessity of forming the corresponding alloy layer into a thickness of, preferably,
3nm or more. Here, no upper limit is imposed on the thickness of the alloy layer of palladium
and silver or the alloy layer of palladium and gold, as far as achieving the aforementioned
effects is concerned. However, an upper limit of the thickness of the alloy layer is set to be
80nm or less in this case in order to ensure a stable quality of the bonding wire. This is

because an alloy layer having a thickness of greater than 80nm has to be formed either
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through silver or gold plating, or through silver or gold evaporation, and further a temperature
of a later-described furnace should be set to be as high as 740°C or higher. Specifically, such
silver or gold plating has to be performed under a high current if performed through a
later-described electrolytic plating, and for a long period of time if performed through
non-electrolytic plating. In addition, such silver or gold evaporation also has to be performed
for a long period of time. Particularly, it is more preferable if the upper limit of the thickness
of the alloy layer is 50nm or less. This is because when the upper limit of the thickness of the

alloy layer is 50nm or less, a heating temperature can be set to be 600 to 650 °C.

[0033]

Further, a silver or gold composition (silver or gold concentration) in the alloy layer
needs to be in a specific range in order to achieve the aforementioned effects brought about
by the alloy layer of palladium and silver or the alloy layer of palladium and gold.
Specifically, the wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame can be
improved, when the silver concentration in the alloy layer of palladium and silver or the gold
concentration in the alloy layer of palladium and gold is not less than 10% and not more than
75%. Here, the aforementioned effects cannot be achieved if the silver or gold concentration
is less than 10%. Further, when the silver or gold concentration is greater than 75%, there is
much more likely to be unfavorably formed the deformed ball, as silver alone in the alloy
layer of palladium and silver or gold alone in the alloy layer of palladium and gold
preferentially melts at the time of forming the ball on the front end of the bonding wire. In
contrast, when the silver or gold concentration in the corresponding alloy layer is 75% or less,
silver or gold in the corresponding alloy layer of the bonding wire can be evenly mixed with
palladium therein, thereby preventing silver or gold alone from preferentially melting when
forming the ball on the front end of the bonding wire, thus ensuring a sphericity and a size

precision of the ball and eliminating the possibility of forming the deformed ball.
[0034]

Next, there is described the bonding wire having the coating layer on which the alloy

layer of silver and palladium is formed, with further detail.
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[0035]

Such alloy layer further formed on the coating layer is as thick as 1 to 30nm. This
is due to the fact that the wedge bondability is dependent on physical properties within
about 3nm from the outermost surface of the bonding wire. Namely, the alloy of palladium
and silver occupies the range of at least 1nm, preferably 3nm from the outermost surface of
the bonding wire. In this way, silver in the alloy layer composing the outermost surface of the
bonding wire, is caused to preferentially diffuse toward palladium on the palladium-plated
lead frame on which wedge bonding is performed, thus allowing a new alloy layer to be
easily formed between the bonding wire and the palladium-plated lead frame. For this reason,
the bonding wire of the present invention has an improved wedge bondability when bonded
to the palladium-plated lead frame, and thus having, for example, a favorable 2nd peel
strength. This is due to the fact that an interdiffusion between palladium and silver takes
place prior to the self-diffusion of palladium. However, when the thickness of the alloy layer
is less than 1nm, the coating layer serving as a base layer of the bonding wire is caused to
impact the aforementioned wedge bondability, thus making it impossible to ensure the wedge
bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame. Further, when the thickness of
the alloy layer is less than 3nm, the coating layer serving as a base layer of the bonding wire
may still negatively impact the wedge bondability, thus making it difficult for the
aforementioned effects to be stabilized and consequently bringing about the necessity of
forming the corresponding alloy layer into the thickness of, preferably, 3nm or more. Here,
no upper limit is imposed on the thickness of the alloy layer of palladium and silver, as far as
achieving the aforementioned effects is concerned. However, an upper limit of the thickness
of the alloy layer is set to be 30nm or less in this case in order to ensure a stable quality of the
bonding wire. This is because an alloy layer having a thickness of greater than 30nm has to be

formed when the temperature of the later-described furnace is as higher than 720°C.
[0036]

Further, a silver composition (silver concentration) in the alloy layer needs to be in a

specific range in order to achieve the aforementioned effects brought about by the alloy layer
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of palladium and silver. Specifically, the wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame can be further improved, when the silver concentration in the
alloy layer of palladium and silver is not less than 10% and not more than 70%, preferably,
not less than 20% and not more than 70%. Here, the aforementioned effects cannot be
achieved if the silver concentration is less than 10%. Further, when the silver concentration is
greater than 70%, there is much more likely to be unfavorably formed the deformed ball, as
silver alone in the alloy layer of palladium and silver preferentially melts at the time of
forming the ball on the front end of the bonding wire. In contrast, when the silver
concentration in the corresponding alloy layer is 70% or less, silver in the corresponding
alloy layer of the bonding wire can be evenly mixed with palladium therein, thereby
preventing silver alone from preferentially melting when forming the ball on the front end of
the bonding wire, thus ensuring the sphericity and the size precision of the ball and
eliminating the possibility of forming the deformed ball. The sphericity and the size precision
of the ball can be further improved when the silver concentration is not less than 10% and not

more than 40%.

[0037]

Accordingly, with regard to the bonding wire of the present invention, the
palladium-containing coating layer of an appropriate thickness is formed on the surface of
the core wire of copper or a copper alloy, and a silver- and palladium-containing alloy layer
of an appropriate thickness and composition is further formed on the surface of the
corresponding coating layer, thus ensuring both a favorable wedge bondability with respect
to the palladium-plated lead frame and the oxidation resistivity. In addition, the bonding
wire of the present invention is inexpensive since the core wire thereof is made of copper or

a copper alloy.

[0038]

Further, it was found that the following effects could also be achieved
simultaneously when the silver concentration in the alloy of palladium and silver was not less
than 20% and not more than 70%.
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against an inner wall of the capillary in an area where the bonding wire actually comes into
contact with the capillary. Here, the corresponding area on the inner wall of the capillary is
smoothened so as to prevent the capillary from leaving scratches (flaws) on the bonding

wire.

[0040]

According to the conventional bonding wire having only the palladium-containing
coating layer formed on the core wire of copper or a copper alloy, the area in the capillary
where the bonding wire actually comes into contact with the capillary is abraded after, for
example, performing a long span wire bonding of over 5nm for multiple times. As a result,
there are formed sharp convexo-concave portions in the corresponding area, thus resulting in
noticeable scratches (flaws) left on the surface of the bonding wire by the capillary. This is
because the palladium-containing coating layer is hardened due to the fact that palladium

itself is a hard metal.

[0041]

In contrast, according to the present invention, occurrences of the aforementioned
sharp convexo-concave portions can be controlled since the silver concentration in the
aforementioned alloy layer of silver and palladium is high, such alloy layer being formed on
the surface of the coating layer. Silver in the alloy layer of silver and palladium is evenly
mixed with palladium therein in a manner of complete solid solution. Here, a high
concentration of silver is allowed to preferentially contribute to deformation in the area
where the bonding wire comes into contact with the capillary, thereby controlling the
occurrences of the aforementioned sharp convexo-concave portions. This effect can be
achieved when the silver concentration is not less than 20%, preferably, not less than 30%.
Further, there cannot be achieved a sufficient sphericity and size precision of the ball for the

aforementioned reasons, when the silver concentration is not less than 70%.
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[0042]

Further, it was found that the following effects could also be achieved
simultaneously when the silver concentration in the alloy of palladium and silver was not less
than 20%.

[0043]

According to the conventional bonding wire having only the palladium-containing
coating layer formed on the core wire of copper or a copper alloy, the bubbles having
diameters of several micrometers may be observed in multiple locations on the surface of a
ball formed on the front end of the bonding wire, such ball being formed with a diameter of
just over 30um. This is due to miniaturization and high functionalization of electronic
devices nowadays. Specifically, such miniaturization and high functionalization of electronic
devices has also led to miniaturization and high functionalization of semiconductor devices.
For this reason, there has been a strong tendency to form a smaller ball on the front end of the
bonding wire in order to minimize a bonded area of the corresponding bonding wire.
Particularly, while the diameter of the smallest ball that was ever used was slightly shorter
than 50um, there have been used balls with diameters of just over 30pum in mass production
nowadays. Although the aforementioned minute bubbles of several micrometers were
formed on the conventional ball having a diameter of 50um or longer, those minute bubbles
were actually never considered as problematic due to a bonded area inevitably enlarged by
the ball with a large diameter. However, the recent small ball, with a diameter of just over
30um, results in a smaller bonded area whose bonding strength and long term-reliability can
be negatively affected even by the aforementioned bubbles never questioned before, and thus

the bubbles are becoming a problem.

[0044]

The inventors of the present invention found that those bubbles only existed in
palladium. In other words, palladium on the surface of the bonding wire is segregated into the
ball during the ball formation, thereby forming a palladium concentrated area as a palladium

single layer, and thus causing gas induced by organic substances to be trapped in the
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corresponding area.

[0045]

According to the present invention, a specific or higher concentration of silver is
contained on the surface of the palladium-containing coating layer, thereby preventing the
concentrated area of palladium from being formed when forming the ball, but allowing there
to be formed instead a concentrated area of either a silver-palladium alloy or a
copper-palladium-silver ternary alloy. Therefore, it is less likely that the organic
substance-induced gas may be trapped in the concentrated area of the present invention, thus
controlling the occurrences of the bubbles even when forming the ball with a diameter as
short as just over 30um. Particularly, according to the present invention, the aforementioned
effects can be achieved when the silver concentration in the alloy of palladium and silver is
20% or higher, such effects being further favorably improved when the corresponding silver
concentration is 30% or higher.

[0046]

The thicknesses and compositions of the coating layer and the alloy layer can be
effectively measured by: sputtering the surface of the bonding wire down toward a depth
direction while analyzing results thus obtained; and performing either line or point analysis
on a cross-sectional surface of the bonding wire. Measurement through sputtering down
toward the depth direction may result in an extremely lengthy measurement time, as a depth
measured increases. One of the advantages of the line or point analysis is that concentration
distributions on the cross-sectional surface over all or in multiple locations thereon can be
reproducibly confirmed with relative ease. While the line analysis can be relatively easily
performed on the cross-sectional surface of the bonding wire, an analysis interval for the line
analysis can actually be narrowed so as to improve a precision of the corresponding analysis.
Particularly, point analysis is equally effective with respect to an enlarged area analyzed in
great detail. Here, the thickness of the alloy layer is determined by a range (depth) of a
portion ranging from the surface of the bonding wire, such portion having the silver

concentration of 10% or higher and being determined through a composition analysis toward
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the depth direction from the surface of the bonding wire. Further, the thickness of the coating
layer is determined by a range (depth) of a portion ranging from an interface of the alloy layer,
such portion having a palladium concentration of 50% or higher and being determined
through the composition analysis toward the depth direction from the corresponding
interface. Analyzers used for the aforementioned analysis include: EPMA (Electron Probe
Micro Analysis); EDX (Energy Dispersive X-Ray Analysis); AES (Auger Electron
Spectroscopy); TEM (Transmission Electron Microscope) and the like. The effects of the
present invention can be achieved when the aforementioned thicknesses and compositions
obtained through any one of the aforementioned methods are within the ranges of the present

invention.

[0047]

Further, the inventors discovered that crystal orientations on the surface of the
bonding wire, a hardness of the surface of the bonding wire, or kinds and compositions of
elements added to the core wire needed to be within specific ranges in order to effectively
ensure both the oxidation resistivity and a favorable wedge bondability with respect to the

palladium-plated lead frame and to further satisfy a loop property described later.

[0048]

With regard to the crystal orientations on the surface of the bonding wire, it is
preferred that <100> crystal orientations of the surface crystal grains of the alloy layer are not
or only slightly angled with respect to a wire drawing direction. Particularly, when the
crystal grains whose <100> crystal orientations are angled at 15 degrees or less occupy an
areal percentage of 50% to 100% of all the surface crystal grains, it is less likely that
crinkles will be formed on a surface of a loop even after performing a reverse bonding. Such
effect can be further improved when the corresponding areal percentage is 70% to 100%.
Here, the crinkles collectively refer to minute flaws and convexo-concave portions observed
on the surface of the loop being formed. In this way, there can be used, for example, an
increasingly noticeable method in which ball bonding is performed on a 2nd bonding

electrode, and wedge bonding is further performed on a 1st bonding electrode, thereby
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controlling a loop height, and thus allowing a chip to be made thinner easily.

[0049]

Specifically, with regard to the aforementioned reverse bonding, ball bonding is at
first performed on the 1st bonding electrode followed by cutting the bonding wire
immediately above the ball bonded thereon. Subsequently, ball bonding is also performed on
the 2nd bonding electrode followed by finally performing wedge bonding with respect to the
ball bonded on the 1st bonding electrode earlier. Here, the crinkles may be formed on the
surface of the bonding wire due to a large impact applied thereto at the time of cutting the
corresponding bonding wire immediately above the ball bonded on the 1st bonding electrode
through ball bonding. Further, the aforementioned crinkles may accelerate occurrences of
cracks due to a long-term thermal fatigue of a device, such thermal fatigue being caused by
heating due to the usage of the device and cooling to the room temperature upon powering off
the device.

[0050]

The inventors of the present invention deliberately concluded that the
aforementioned crinkle failure was related to the crystal orientations on the surface (alloy
layer) of the bonding wire. Specifically, the inventors found that the crinkles were noticeably
formed when the aforementioned crystal orientations were those with high strengths but poor
ductilities, as represented by <111> crystal orientations. As a result of further consideration,
the inventors found that the crinkles could be controlled by minimizing angles at which the
<100> crystal orientations were angled with respect to the wire drawing direction, and that a
ductility sufficient for controlling the crinkles could particularly be achieved when the
crystal grains whose <100> crystal orientations are angled at 15 degrees or less occupy an
areal percentage of 50% or more. However, these effects cannot be achieved when the
crystal grains whose <100> crystal orientations are angled at 15 degrees or less occupy an
areal percentage of less than 50%. Here, the angles at which the <100> crystal orientations
are angled with respect to the wire drawing direction on the surface of the alloy layer, can be

measured by micro focused X-ray diffraction technique using TEM or Electron
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Backscattered Diffraction (EBSD) method or the like. Particularly, the EBSD method is more
preferable because it can be used to observe the crystal orientations of individual crystal
grains, and further graphically shows angular differences between the crystal orientations
observed at neighboring points of measurement. Further, the EBSD method can be used to
relatively easily observe the angles of the crystal grains with precision, even in the case of a
thin wire such as the bonding wire. Further, an area formed by the crystal grains having the
aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less can be calculated using micro focused X-ray
diffraction technique as a volume ratio of the crystal orientations based on X-ray strengths of
the crystal orientations of the individual crystal grains. The corresponding area can also be
directly obtained based on the crystal orientations of the individual crystal grains observed
through EBSD. The aforementioned areal percentage is calculated by observing the area,
such area being any area on the surface of the bonding wire, having a length of at least 1/4
of a diameter of the bonding wire in a direction perpendicular to the wire drawing direction
of the bonding wire, and having a at least 100um length in the wire drawing direction of the
bonding wire. The ratio is expressed in percentage of the area where the crystal grains have
the aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less, with respect to the observed area assumed
as 100%. The effects of the present invention can be achieved when the aforementioned
thicknesses and compositions obtained through any one of the aforementioned methods are
within the ranges of the present invention.

[0051]

With regard to the crystal orientations on the surface of the bonding wire, it is
preferred that the <111> crystal orientations of the surface crystal grains of the alloy layer are
not or only slightly angled with respect to the wire drawing direction. Particularly, when the
crystal grains having the aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less occupy an areal
percentage of 60% to 100%, it is less likely that leaning failures may occur even after
performing a special bonding featuring a loop height of 300um or higher, such leaning
failures being failures in which the loop leans toward a direction perpendicular to a
wire-bonding direction. Such effect can be further improved when the corresponding areal

percentage is 70% to 100%. This is because a strength and elastic modulus are improved
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when the crystal orientations are the <111> crystal orientation or the neighborhood thereof.
As a result of further consideration, the inventors found that a rate of occurrences of the
leaning failures could be controlled by minimizing angles at which the <111> crystal
orientations were angled with respect to the wire drawing direction on the surface of the
bonding wire, and that a strength and elastic modulus sufficient for controlling the rate of
occurrences of the leaning failures could particularly be achieved when the crystal grains
having the aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less occupy an areal percentage of 40%
or more. However, the rate of occurrences of the leaning failures cannot be sufficiently
controlled when the crystal grains having the aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less
occupy an areal percentage of less than 50%. Here, the angles at which the <111> crystal
orientations are angled with respect to the wire drawing direction on the surface of the alloy
layer, can be measured by micro focused X-ray diffraction technique using TEM or Electron
Backscattered Diffraction (EBSD) method or the like. Particularly, the EBSD method is more
preferable because it can be used to observe the crystal orientations of individual crystal
grains, and further graphically shows angular differences between the crystal orientations
observed at neighboring points of measurement. Further, the EBSD method can be used to
relatively easily observe the angles of the crystal grains with precision, even in the case of a
thin wire such as the bonding wire. Further, the area formed by the crystal grains having the
aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less can be calculated using micro focused X-ray
diffraction technique as a volume ratio of the crystal orientations based on X-ray strengths of
the crystal orientations of the individual crystal grains. The corresponding area can also be
directly obtained based on the crystal orientations of the individual crystal grains observed
through EBSD. The aforementioned areal percentage is calculated by observing the area,
such area being any area on the surface of the bonding wire, having a length of at least 1/4
of a diameter of the bonding wire in a direction perpendicular to the wire drawing direction
of the bonding wire, and having a at least 100um length in the wire drawing direction of the
bonding wire. The ratio is expressed in percentage of the area where the crystal grains have
the aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less, with respect to the observed area assumed
as 100%. The effects of the present invention can be achieved when the aforementioned

thicknesses and compositions obtained through any one of the aforementioned methods are
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within the ranges of the present invention.

[0052]

With regard to the hardness of the surface of the bonding wire, the Meyer hardness
of the surface of the bonding wire is preferably set to be 0.2 to 2.0GPa, thereby controlling an
occurrence of a failure called neck damage even when performing a low loop bonding

featuring a loop height of about 80um.

[0053]

The neck damage refers to a damage observed in a boundary portion (neck portion)
between the ball and a base part of the bonding wire, and is a type of failure caused by an
excessive load applied to the neck portion when forming the loop with a significantly low
loop height. Thin electronic devices such as flash memory devices or the like nowadays,
employ thin devices with a plurality of thin silicon chips mounted thereon in order to
maximize memory storage capacities as much as possible. Conventionally, such thin devices
inevitably cause the corresponding loop heights to be made short, thus allowing the

aforementioned neck damage to occur easily.

[0054]

The inventors disclosed that the occurrence of the neck damage was closely
associated with the hardness of the surface of the bonding wire, and found that the neck
damage could be controlled by lowering a degree of the corresponding hardness so as to
enable the surface of the bonding wire to plastically deform even when an excessive load is
being applied to the neck portion during the low loop bonding. Particularly, the
aforementioned effect can be achieved when the Meyer hardness of the surface of the
bonding wire is 2.0GPa or lower. However, the hardness of the surface of the bonding wire
becomes close to that of a normal silver alloy when the Meyer hardness thereof is greater
2.0GPa, thereby preventing a surface layer from sufficiently undergoing plastic deformation
when an excessive load is being applied to the neck portion during the low loop bonding, thus

preventing the aforementioned effect from being achieved. In contrast, the Meyer hardness of
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lower than 0.2GPa leads a significantly low degree of hardness of the surface of the bonding
wire, thereby causing flaws to be easily left on the surface of the bonding wire being handled,
and even more surface flaws to occur depending on how the bonding wire is being handled.
Here, the Meyer hardness refers to a hardness measured using a steel ball indenter or a
cemented carbide ball indenter. Specifically, the Meyer hardness refers to a value obtained by
dividing a load of the indenter producing an indentation on a test surface, by a projected area
diameter of the permanent indentation, such value having the dimension of stress. The Mayer
hardness at a depth of about 1nm can be measured through a nanoindentation method which
is an analytical method for a material surface. For this reason, the Meyer hardness of the
present invention is preferably measured through the nanoindentation method. Further, the
Meyer hardness of the surface of the bonding wire can be measured by applying the
nanoindentation method to the outermost surface of the bonding wire having the alloy layer
and the coating layer. Here, a Meyer hardness of 0.2 to 2.0GPa is equivalent to a Vickers
hardness of about 50 to 570Hv.

[0055]

With regard to the kinds and compositions of the elements added to the core wire,
although the core wire of the present invention is made of either copper or a copper alloy,
various kinds of elements can be added thereto as long as the effects of the present invention
are not undermined. The elements that can be added to the core wire include Ca, B, P, Al, Ag,
Se and the like. Among these elements, it is preferred that at least one of B, P and Se is
contained. The strength of the bonding wire can be further improved when a total amount of
the elements added is 5 to 300 mass ppm. As a result, there can be ensured a linearity of the
loop even after performing, for example, a long bonding featuring a loop length of longer
than 5mm. This is due to the fact that the elements added contribute to solid-solution
strengthening or grain boundary strengthening in copper crystal grains of the core wire.
However, the aforementioned strength cannot be further improved when a concentration of
the elements added is less than 5 mass ppm. In contrast, the ball will be overly hardened
when the concentration of the elements added is greater than 300 mass ppm, thereby

unfavorably increasing a likelihood of damaging the chip when performing ball bonding. A
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component content of the core wire can be effectively analyzed by: cutting the bonding wire
followed by, for example, sputtering a cross-sectional surface thus formed down toward a
depth direction while analyzing results thus obtained; and performing either line or point
analysis on the corresponding cross-sectional surface. Measurement through sputtering down
toward the depth direction may result in an extremely lengthy measurement time, as a depth
measured increases. One of the advantages of the line or point analysis is that concentration
distributions on the cross-sectional surface over all or in multiple locations thereon can be
reproducibly confirmed with relative ease. While the line analysis can be relatively easily
performed on the cross-sectional surface of the bonding wire, an analysis interval for the line
analysis can actually be narrowed so as to improve a precision of the corresponding analysis.
Particularly, point analysis is equally effective with respect to an enlarged area analyzed in
great detail. Analyzers used for the aforementioned analysis include: EPMA; EDX; AES;
TEM and the like. Further, as a method for examining an overall average component, there
can be used the method in which the bonding wire is dissolved from the surface thereof in
stages by a chemical solution such as an acid or the like applied to the surface, and the
component in a dissolved portion is obtained based on concentrations in the solution applied.
The effects of the present invention can be achieved when the aforementioned thicknesses
and compositions obtained through any one of the aforementioned methods are within the

ranges of the present invention.

[0056]

Other than the favorable examples of the present invention described above, there
can be made appropriate modifications to the present invention. For example, there may be
formed a diffusion layer between the core wire and the coating layer. Particularly, such
diffusion layer can be a diffusion layer having a palladium-containing area successively
provided next to the coating layer, and containing less than 50% palladium which is
diffused in the corresponding diffusion layer along with copper composing the core wire.
Such a kind of diffusion layer allows an adhesion between the coating layer and the core wire

of the bonding wire to improve.
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[0057]

Next, there is described the bonding wire having the coating layer on which the alloy
layer of gold and palladium is formed. Such alloy layer further formed on the coating layer is
as thick as 1 to 80nm. This is due to the fact that the wedge bondability is dependent on
physical properties within about 3nm from the outermost surface of the bonding wire.
Namely, the alloy of palladium and gold occupies the range of at least 1nm, preferably 3nm
from the outermost surface of the bonding wire. In this way, gold in the alloy layer
composing the outermost surface of the bonding wire, is caused to preferentially diffuse
toward palladium on the palladium-plated lead frame on which wedge bonding is performed,
thus allowing a new alloy layer to be easily formed between the bonding wire and the
palladium-plated lead frame. For this reason, the bonding wire of the present invention has
an improved wedge bondability when bonded to the palladium-plated lead frame, and thus
having, for example, a favorable 2nd peel strength. This is due to the fact that an
interdiffusion between palladium and gold takes place prior to the self-diffusion of palladium.
However, when the thickness of the alloy layer is less than 1nm, the coating layer serving as
a base layer of the bonding wire is caused to impact the aforementioned wedge bondability,
thus making it impossible to ensure the wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame. Further, when the thickness of the alloy layer is less than 3nm,
the coating layer serving as a base layer of the bonding wire may still negatively impact the
wedge bondability, thus making it difficult for the aforementioned effects to be stabilized and
consequently bringing about the necessity of forming the corresponding alloy layer into the
thickness of, preferably, 3nm or more. Here, no upper limit is imposed on the thickness of the
alloy layer of palladium and gold, as far as achieving the aforementioned effects is concerned
However, an upper limit of the thickness of the alloy layer is set to be 80nm or less in this
case in order to ensure a stable quality of the bonding wire. This is because an alloy layer
having a thickness of greater than 80nm has to be formed either through gold plating, or
through gold evaporation, and further a heating temperature in a later-described heating
treatment should be set to be as high as 700°C or higher. Specifically, such gold plating has to
be performed under a high current if performed through a later-described electrolytic plating,

and for a long period of time if performed through non-electrolytic plating. In addition, such
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gold evaporation also has to be performed for a long period of time. Particularly, it is more
preferable if the upper limit of the thickness of the alloy layer is 50nm or less. This is because
when the upper limit of the thickness of the alloy layer is 50nm or less, the heating

temperature can be set to be 600 to 650°C.

[0058]

Further, a gold composition (gold concentration) in the alloy layer needs to be in a
specific range in order to achieve the aforementioned effects brought about by the alloy layer
of palladium and gold. Specifically, the wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame can be further improved, when the gold concentration in the
alloy layer of palladium and gold is not less than 15% and not more than 75%, more
preferably, not less than 40% and not more than 75%. Here, the aforementioned effects
cannot be achieved if the gold concentration is less than 15%. Further, when the gold
concentration is greater than 75%, there is much more likely to be unfavorably formed the
deformed ball, as gold alone in the alloy layer of palladium and gold preferentially melts at
the time of forming the ball on the front end of the bonding wire. This is associated with the
following. As mentioned earlier, copper is only partially melted due to the high thermal
conductivity (401W/m-K) and the property of easily removing heat while gold with a low
thermal conductivity (317W/m-K) causes heat to be easily trapped therein when heating and
melting the front end of the bonding wire through an arc heat input. In contrast, when the
gold concentration in the corresponding alloy layer is 75% or less, gold in the corresponding
alloy layer of the bonding wire can be evenly mixed with palladium therein, thereby
preventing gold alone from preferentially melting when forming the ball on the front end of
the bonding wire, thus ensuring the sphericity and the size precision of the ball and
eliminating the possibility of forming the deformed ball. Particularly, the sphericity and the
size precision of the ball can be further improved when the gold concentration is not less than
15% but less than 40%.

[0059]

Accordingly, with regard to the bonding wire of the present invention, the
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wire of copper or a copper alloy, and a gold- and palladium-containing alloy layer of a given
thickness and composition is further formed on the surface of the corresponding coating layer,
thus ensuring a favorable wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame,
the oxidation resistivity and a sulfuration resistivity. In addition, the bonding wire of the
present invention is inexpensive since the core wire thereof is made of copper or a copper

alloy.

[0060]

The thicknesses and compositions of the coating layer and the alloy layer can be
measured by: sputtering the surface of the bonding wire down toward a depth direction while
analyzing results thus obtained; and performing either line or point analysis on a
cross-sectional surface of the bonding wire. Here, the thickness of the alloy layer is
determined by a range (depth) of a portion ranging from the surface of the bonding wire, such
portion having the gold concentration of 15% or higher and being determined through a
composition analysis toward the depth direction from the surface of the bonding wire.
Further, the thickness of the coating layer is determined by a range (depth) of a portion
ranging from an interface of the alloy layer, such portion having a palladium concentration of
50% or higher and being determined through the composition analysis toward the depth
direction from the corresponding interface. Analyzers used for the aforementioned analysis
include: EPMA (Electron Probe Micro Analysis); EDX (Energy Dispersive X-Ray
Analysis); AES (Auger Electron Spectroscopy); TEM (Transmission Electron Microscope)
and the like. The effects of the present invention can be achieved when the aforementioned
thicknesses and compositions obtained through any one of the aforementioned methods are

within the ranges of the present invention.

[0061]
Further, the inventors discovered that crystal orientations on the surface of the
bonding wire, the hardness of the surface of the bonding wire, or kinds and compositions of

elements added to the core wire needed to be within specific ranges in order to effectively
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ensure both the oxidation resistivity and a favorable wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame and to further satisfy a loop property described later.

[0062]

With regard to the crystal orientations on the surface of the bonding wire, it is
preferred that the <111> crystal orientations of the surface crystal grains of the alloy layer are
not or only slightly angled with respect to the wire drawing direction. Particularly, when the
crystal grains having the aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less occupy an areal
percentage of 60% to 100%, it is less likely that leaning failures may occur even after
performing the special bonding featuring a loop height of 300um or higher, such leaning
failures being failures in which the loop leans toward the direction perpendicular to the
wire-bonding direction. Such effect can be further improved when the corresponding areal
percentage is 70% to 100%. This is because a strength and elastic modulus are improved
when the crystal orientations are the <111> crystal orientation or the neighborhood thereof.
As a result of further consideration, the inventors found that the rate of occurrences of the
leaning failures could be controlled by minimizing angles at which the <111> crystal
orientations were angled with respect to the wire drawing direction on the surface of the
bonding wire, and that the strength and elastic modulus sufficient for controlling the rate of
occurrences of the leaning failures could particularly be achieved when the crystal grains
having the aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less occupy an areal percentage of 60% or
more. However, the rate of occurrences of the leaning failures cannot be sufficiently
controlled when the crystal grains having the corresponding angles of 15 degrees or less
occupy an areal percentage of less than 60%. Here, the angles at which the <111> crystal
orientations are angled with respect to the wire drawing direction on the surface of the alloy
layer, can be measured by micro focused X-ray diffraction technique using TEM or Electron
Backscattered Diffraction (EBSD) method or the like. Particularly, the EBSD method is
more preferable because it can be used to observe the crystal orientations of individual
crystal grains, and further graphically shows angular differences between the crystal
orientations observed at neighboring points of measurement. Further, the EBSD method can

be used to relatively easily observe the angles of the crystal grains with precision, even in the
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case of a thin wire such as the bonding wire. Further, the area formed by the crystal grains
having the aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less can be calculated using micro
focused X-ray diffraction technique as a volume ratio of the crystal orientations based on
X-ray strengths of the crystal orientations of the individual crystal grains. The corresponding
area can also be directly obtained based on the crystal orientations of the individual crystal
grains observed through EBSD. The aforementioned areal percentage is calculated by
observing the area, such area being any area on the surface of the bonding wire, having a
length of at least 1/4 of a diameter of the bonding wire in a direction perpendicular to the
wire drawing direction of the bonding wire, and having a at least 100um length in the wire
drawing direction of the bonding wire. The ratio is expressed in percentage of the area
where the crystal grains have the aforementioned angles of 15 degrees or less, with respect to
the observed area assumed as 100%. The effects of the present invention can be achieved
when the aforementioned thicknesses and compositions obtained through any one of the
aforementioned methods are within the ranges of the present invention.

[0063]

With regard to the hardness of the surface of the bonding wire, the Meyer hardness
of the surface of the bonding wire is preferably set to be 0.2 to 2.0GPa, thereby controlling
the occurrence of the failure called neck damage even when performing the low loop bonding

featuring the loop height of about 80pum.

[0064]

The neck damage refers to the damage observed in the boundary portion (neck
portion) between the ball and the base part of the bonding wire, and is the type of failure
caused by an excessive load applied to the neck portion when forming the loop with a
significantly low loop height. Thin electronic devices such as flash memory devices or the
like nowadays, employ thin devices with a plurality of thin silicon chips mounted thereon in
order to maximize memory storage capacities as much as possible. Conventionally, such thin
devices inevitably cause the corresponding loop heights to be made short, thus allowing the

aforementioned neck damage to occur easily.
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[0065]

The inventors disclosed that the occurrence of the neck damage was closely
associated with the hardness of the surface of the bonding wire, and found that the neck
damage could be controlled by lowering the degree of the corresponding hardness so as to
enable the surface of the bonding wire to plastically deform even when an excessive load is
being applied to the neck portion during the low loop bonding. Particularly, the
aforementioned effect can be achieved when the Meyer hardness of the surface of the
bonding wire is 2.0GPa or lower. However, the hardness of the surface of the bonding wire
becomes close to that of a normal gold alloy when the Meyer hardness thereof is greater
2.0GPa, thereby making it difficult for the surface layer to undergo plastic deformation when
an excessive load is being applied to the neck portion during the low loop bonding, thus
preventing the aforementioned effect from being sufficiently achieved. In contrast, the Meyer
hardness of lower than 0.2GPa leads a significantly low degree of hardness of the surface of
the bonding wire, thereby causing flaws to be easily left on the surface of the bonding wire
being handled, and even more surface flaws to occur depending on how the bonding wire is
being handled. Here, the Meyer hardness refers to a hardness measured using a steel ball
indenter or a cemented carbide ball indenter. Specifically, the Meyer hardness refers to a
value obtained by dividing a load of the indenter producing an indentation on a test surface,
by a projected area diameter of the permanent indentation, such value having the dimension
of stress. The Mayer hardness at a depth of about 1nm can be measured through a
nanoindentation method which is an analytical method for a material surface. For this reason,
the Meyer hardness of the present invention is preferably measured through the
nanoindentation method. Further, the Meyer hardness of the surface of the bonding wire can
be measured by applying the nanoindentation method to the outermost surface of the bonding
wire having the alloy layer and the coating layer. Here, a Meyer hardness of 0.2 to 2.0GPa is

equivalent to a Vickers hardness of about 50 to 570H\v.
[0066]

With regard to the kinds and compositions of the elements added to the core wire,

although the core wire of the present invention is made of either copper or a copper alloy,
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various kinds of elements can be added thereto as long as the effects of the present invention
are not undermined. The elements that can be added to the core wire include Ca, B, P, Al, Ag,
Se and the like. Among these elements, it is preferred that at least one of B, P and Se is
contained. The strength of the bonding wire can be further improved when the total amount
of the elements added is 5 to 300 mass ppm. As a result, there can be ensured the linearity of
the loop even after performing, for example, the long bonding featuring the loop length of
longer than 5mm. This is due to the fact that the elements added contribute to solid-solution
strengthening or grain boundary strengthening in copper crystal grains of the core wire.
However, the aforementioned strength cannot be further improved when the concentration of
the elements added is less than 5 mass ppm. In contrast, the ball will be further hardened
when the concentration of the elements added is greater than 300 mass ppm, thereby
unfavorably increasing the likelihood of damaging the chip when performing ball bonding. A
component content of the core wire can be effectively analyzed by: cutting the bonding wire
followed by, for example, sputtering the cross-sectional surface thus formed down toward the
depth direction while analyzing results thus obtained; and performing either line or point
analysis on the corresponding cross-sectional surface. Analyzers used for the aforementioned
analysis include: EPMA; EDX; AES; TEM and the like. Further, a method for examining an
overall average component, there can be used the method in which the bonding wire is
dissolved from the surface thereof in stages by a chemical solution such as an acid or the like
applied to the surface, and the component in a dissolved portion is obtained based on
concentrations in the solution applied. The effects of the present invention can be achieved
when the aforementioned thicknesses and compositions obtained through any one of the

aforementioned methods are within the ranges of the present invention.

[0067]

Other than the favorable examples of the present invention described above, there
can be made appropriate modifications to the present invention. For example, there may be
formed the diffusion layer between the core wire and the coating layer. Particularly, such
diffusion layer can be the diffusion layer having the palladium-containing area successively

provided next to the coating layer, and containing less than 50% palladium which is
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diffused in the corresponding diffusion layer along with copper composing the core wire.
Such a kind of diffusion layer allows the adhesion between the coating layer and the core

wire of the bonding wire to improve.

[0068]
There is described, hereunder, an example of a manufacturing method of the

bonding wire of the present invention.

[0069]
In the beginning, there is described a manufacturing method of the bonding wire

having the coating layer on which the alloy layer of silver and palladium is formed.

[0070]

The bonding wire having the aforementioned composition is manufactured as
follows. At first, there is weighed as a starting material a high-purity copper (with a purity of
99.99% or higher) or a mixture of such high-purity copper and the elements added thereto,
followed by heating and melting such high-purity copper or mixture under high vacuum or an
inert atmosphere such as Ar or the like, thus obtaining an ingot of copper or a copper alloy.
Metallic dies are then successively used to draw the ingot to a diameter of the core wire
eventually required. The palladium-containing coating layer of the present invention is
formed after the diameter of the core wire has been drawn to an eventually reaching required
length. The palladium-containing coating layer can be formed through electrolytic plating,
non-electrolytic plating, evaporation method or the like. Particularly, it is industrially most
preferable that the coating layer is formed through electrolytic plating which allows the
thickness thereof to be stably controlled. Subsequently, there is formed on the surface of the
coating layer the alloy composed of silver and palladium. Such alloy can be formed through
any kinds of method including, for example, a method in which a silver film is formed on the
surface of the coating layer as a skin layer after the corresponding coating layer has been
formed first, followed by continuously dragging the bonding wire thus obtained through an

electric furnace maintained at a given temperature so as to facilitate alloying, thus favorably
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and severely controlling a composition and thickness of the corresponding alloy. Particularly,
it is preferred that heating is carried out at a temperature of 180 to 210°C, for 15 to 24 hours,
in order to avoid oxidation and sulfuration during alloying. Here, the aforementioned silver
film can be formed on the surface of the coating layer through electrolytic plating,
non-electrolytic plating, evaporation or the like. Further, it is also industrially most
preferable that the silver film is formed through electrolytic plating for the reasons mentioned
above. Since silver can be easily sulfurated when heated during alloying, an inert atmosphere
such as nitrogen, Ar or the like is employed as an atmosphere inside the aforementioned
furnace, and a sulfur concentration in the corresponding atmosphere is set to be 900ppm or
lower unlike a method for heating the conventional bonding wire. More preferably, a
reducing gas such as hydrogen or the like is mixed into the aforementioned inert gas by at
least 100ppm, thus more effectively preventing the bonding wire from being sulfurated. Most
preferably, a second atmosphere furnace serving as an additional layer is provided outside an
atmosphere furnace (a first atmosphere furnace) so as to avoid, as much as possible, a
contamination of an impurity gas such as sulfur or the like from outside the equipment.
Particularly, such impurity gas cannot easily reach the first atmosphere furnace even when a
minute amount of the corresponding impurity gas has entered the second atmosphere furnace
from the outside. Further, although an appropriate temperature inside the furnace varies
depending on the composition of the bonding wire and a speed at which the corresponding
bonding wire is dragged, the bonding wire with a stable quality can be favorably obtained
when the aforementioned temperature is about 230 to 270°C. Furthermore, a stable
operability can be favorably achieved if the bonding wire is dragged during a drawing
process at a speed of about 40 to 80m/min, for example.

[0071]

According to the manufacturing method of the bonding wire of the present invention,
a special method is required to allow the crystal grains with the <100> crystal orientations
angled at 15 degrees or less to the wire drawing direction, to occupy an areal percentage of

50 to 100%, which would otherwise be difficult if employing a normal method.
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[0072]

Particularly, using the same method as above, the palladium-containing coating
layer is formed on the aforementioned ingot after the corresponding ingot has been obtained
through the aforementioned procedures. The silver film is further formed thereon through the
aforementioned procedures. The ingot thus coated with the coating layer and the silver filmis
then drawn to the core wire with the diameter eventually required, through the metallic dies.
Specifically, such ingot is drawn at reduction rates of about 11 to 19% in areas of the dies
when the aforementioned wire diameter is 80um or longer, and at reduction rates of about 7
to 17% in areas of the dies when the corresponding diameter is less than 80um, such
reduction rates being larger than usual. In this way, there can be developed on the silver
film an aggregate structure having a directional property (an aggregate structure with the
corresponding crystal orientations pointed to the wire drawing direction). However, the
bonding wire drawn at a large reduction rate is highly susceptible to breakage. Therefore, the
bonding wire is more preferably drawn at a speed as low as, for example, 4 to 8m/min in
order to avoid the breakage of the bonding wire, such speed being lower than a normal speed
at which the bonding wire is drawn. The bonding wire thus drawn is also heated so as to
facilitate alloying. When a low temperature is used to heat the bonding wire drawn so as to
facilitate alloying, the crystal grains with the <100> crystal orientations angled at 15
degrees or less to the wire drawing direction occupy a high areal percentage. When the
corresponding temperature is high, the aforementioned crystal grains occupy a low areal
percentage. Such low areal percentage is associated with the fact that the aforementioned
aggregate structure is more likely to lose the directional property thereof when heated and
with recrystallization facilitated thereupon. Particularly, the aforementioned areal percentage
can be controlled based on the heating temperature, such areal percentage reaching 100%
when the temperature inside the furnace is 230 to 280°C, and reaching about 50% when the

temperature inside the furnace is 680 to 720°C.
[0073]

According to the manufacturing method of the bonding wire of the present invention,

a special method is required to allow the crystal grains with the <111> crystal orientations
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[0074]

Particularly, using the same method as above, the palladium-containing coating
layer is formed on the aforementioned ingot after the corresponding ingot has been obtained
through the aforementioned procedures. The silver film is further formed thereon through the
aforementioned procedures. The ingot thus coated with the coating layer and the silver film is
then drawn to the core wire with the diameter eventually required, through the metallic dies.
Specifically, such ingot is drawn at reduction rates of about 20 to 22% in areas of the dies
when the aforementioned wire diameter is 150um or longer, at slightly larger reduction rates
of about 18 to 19% in areas of the dies when the corresponding diameter is not less than
80um but less than 150um, and again at the high reduction rates of about 20 to 22% in areas
of the dies when the corresponding diameter is less than 80um. In this way, there can be
developed on the silver film the aggregate structure having the directional property (the
aggregate structure with the corresponding crystal orientations pointed to the wire drawing
direction). However, the bonding wire drawn at a large reduction rate is highly susceptible to
breakage. Therefore, the bonding wire is more preferably drawn at a speed as low as, for
example, 1 to 3m/min in order to avoid the breakage of the bonding wire, such speed being
lower than the normal speed at which the bonding wire is drawn. The bonding wire thus
drawn is also heated so as to facilitate alloying. When a low temperature is used to heat the
bonding wire drawn so as to facilitate alloying, the crystal grains with the <100> crystal
orientations angled at 15 degrees or less to the wire drawing direction occupy a high areal
percentage. When the corresponding temperature is high, the crystal grains with the <100>
crystal orientations angled at 15 degrees or less to the wire drawing direction occupy a low
areal percentage. Such low areal percentage is associated with the fact that the
aforementioned aggregate structure is more likely to lose the directional property thereof
when heated and with recrystallization facilitated thereupon. Particularly, the
aforementioned areal percentage can be controlled based on the heating temperature, such

areal percentage being 50% when the temperature inside the furnace is 680 to 720°C, greater
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than 50% but less than 70% when the temperature inside the furnace is 720 to 740°C, and not

less than 70% when the temperature inside the furnace is 740 to 750°C.

[0075]

According to the manufacturing method of the bonding wire of the present invention,
a special method is required to manufacture the bonding wire having the coating layer whose
surface is as hard as 0.2 to 2.0GPa in terms of the Meyer hardness, which would otherwise be
difficult if employing the normal method. Namely, such special method allows the alloy of
palladium and silver on the surface of the bonding wire to be formed particularly soft and
then the bonding wire to be manufactured. Specifically, the corresponding bonding wire can
be manufactured by: performing drawing until the diameter thereof has reached a desired
length through any one of the aforementioned methods; heating the bonding wire thus drawn
so as to facilitate alloying; and placing each spool of the bonding wire thus heated in the
electric furnace under the atmosphere of argon, so as to further heat the bonding wire at a
temperature of 150 to 200°C, for 20 to 24 hours. The alloy of palladium and silver cannot be
formed particularly soft as described above if the heating is carried out at a temperature lower
than 150°C or for a time period shorter than 20 hours. However, if the heating is carried out at
a temperature higher than 200°C or for a time period longer than 24 hours, diffusions among
neighboring bonding wires are facilitated, thus possibly causing the corresponding bonding

wires to stick to one another.

[0076]
Next, there is described a manufacturing method of the bonding wire having the

coating layer on which the alloy layer of gold and palladium is formed.

[0077]

The bonding wire having the aforementioned composition is manufactured as
follows. At first, there is weighed as the starting material the high-purity copper (with the
purity of 99.99% or higher) or the mixture of such high-purity copper and the elements added

thereto, followed by heating and melting such high-purity copper or mixture under high
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vacuum or an inert atmosphere such as Ar or the like, thus obtaining the ingot of copper or a
copper alloy. Metallic dies are then successively used to draw the ingot a diameter of the core
wire eventually required. The palladium-containing coating layer of the present invention is
formed after the diameter of the core wire has been drawn to an eventually required length.
The palladium-containing coating layer can be formed through electrolytic plating,
non-electrolytic plating, evaporation method or the like. Particularly, it is industrially most
preferable that the coating layer is formed through electrolytic plating which allows the
thickness thereof to be stably controlled. Subsequently, there is formed on the surface of the
coating layer the alloy layer composed of gold and palladium. Such alloy can be formed
through any kinds of method including, for example, a method in which a gold film is formed
on the surface of the coating layer as a skin layer after the corresponding coating layer has
been formed first, followed by continuously dragging the bonding wire thus obtained through
the electric furnace maintained at a given temperature so as to facilitate alloying, thus
favorably and severely controlling a composition and thickness of the corresponding alloy.
Particularly, it is preferred that the heating is carried out at a temperature of 160 to 190°C, for
16 to 25 hours, in order to avoid oxidation during alloying. Here, the aforementioned gold
film can be formed on the surface of the coating layer through electrolytic plating,
non-electrolytic plating, evaporation or the like. Further, it is also industrially most
preferable that the gold film is formed through electrolytic plating for the reasons mentioned
above. Since a raw material of the bonding wire may be contaminated, Ar or the like is
employed as an atmosphere inside the aforementioned furnace, and an oxygen concentration
in the corresponding atmosphere is set to be 5000ppm or lower unlike the method for heating
the conventional bonding wire. More preferably, a reducing gas such as hydrogen or the like
iIs mixed into the aforementioned inert gas by at least 500ppm, thus more effectively
preventing the raw material of the bonding wire from being contaminated. Further, although
the appropriate temperature inside the furnace varies depending on the composition of the
bonding wire and the speed at which the corresponding bonding wire is dragged, the bonding
wire with a stable quality can be favorably obtained when the aforementioned temperature is
about 210 to 700°C. Furthermore, a stable operability can be favorably achieved if the

bonding wire is dragged during the drawing process at a speed of about 20 to 40m/min, for
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example.

[0078]

According to the manufacturing method of the bonding wire of the present invention,
a special method is required to allow the crystal grains with the <111> crystal orientations
angled at 15 degrees or less to the wire drawing direction, to occupy an areal percentage of

50 to 100%, which would otherwise be difficult if employing the normal method.

[0079]

Particularly, using the same method as above, the palladium-containing coating
layer is formed on the aforementioned ingot after the corresponding ingot has been obtained
through the aforementioned procedures. The gold film is further formed thereon through the
aforementioned procedures. The ingot thus coated with the coating layer and the gold film is
then drawn to the core wire with the diameter eventually required, through the metallic dies.
Specifically, such ingot is drawn at reduction rates of about 14 to 21% in areas of the dies
when the aforementioned wire diameter is 150um or longer, and at reduction rates of about
12 to 19% in areas of the dies when the corresponding diameter is less than 150um, such
reduction rates being larger than usual. In this way, there can be developed on the gold film
the aggregate structure having the directional property (the aggregate structure with the
corresponding crystal orientations pointed to the wire drawing direction). However, the
bonding wire drawn at a large reduction rate is highly susceptible to breakage. Therefore, the
bonding wire is more preferably drawn at a speed as low as, for example, 2 to 4m/min in
order to avoid the breakage of the bonding wire, such speed being lower than the normal
speed at which the bonding wire is drawn. The bonding wire thus drawn is also heated so as
to facilitate alloying. When a low temperature is used to heat the bonding wire drawn so as to
facilitate alloying, the crystal grains with the <111> crystal orientations angled at 15 degrees
or less to the wire drawing direction occupy a high areal percentage. When the
corresponding temperature is high, the crystal grains with the <111> crystal orientations
angled at 15 degrees or less to the wire drawing direction occupy a low areal percentage.

Such low areal percentage is associated with the fact that the aforementioned aggregate
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structure is more likely to lose the directional property thereof when heated and with

recrystallization facilitated thereupon. Particularly, the aforementioned areal percentage can
be controlled based on the heating temperature, such percentage reaching 100% when the
temperature inside the furnace is 210 to 260°C, and about 50% when the temperature inside
the furnace is 660 to 700°C.

[0080]

According to the manufacturing method of the bonding wire of the present invention,
a special method is required to manufacture the bonding wire having the coating layer whose
surface is as hard as 0.2 to 2.0GPa in terms of the Meyer hardness, which would otherwise be
difficult if employing the normal method. Namely, such special method allows the alloy of
palladium and gold on the surface of the bonding wire to be formed particularly soft and then
the bonding wire to be manufactured. Specifically, the corresponding bonding wire can be
manufactured by: performing drawing until the diameter thereof has reached a desired length
through any one of the aforementioned methods; heating the bonding wire thus drawn so as
to facilitate alloying; and placing each spool of the bonding wire thus heated in the electric
furnace under the atmosphere of argon with 4% of hydrogen mixed therein, so as to further
heat the bonding wire at a temperature of 130 to 180°C, for 24 to 28 hours. The alloy of
palladium and gold cannot be formed particularly soft as described above if the heating is
carried out at a temperature lower than 130°C or for a time period shorter than 24 hours.
However, if the heating is carried out at a temperature higher than 180°C or for a time period
longer than 28 hours, diffusions among neighboring bonding wires are facilitated, thus
possibly causing the corresponding bonding wires to stick to one another.

Examples
[0081]

Examples of the present invention are described hereunder.

[0082]

In the beginning, there are described manufacturing examples and evaluations of a
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bonding wire having an alloy layer formed on a surface of the aforementioned coating layer,

such alloy layer containing silver and palladium.

[0083]

As raw materials of a bonding wire, there were respectively prepared: copper for use
in a core wire; B, P, Se, Ca and Al each serving as an additive element in the core wire;
palladium for use in a coating layer; and silver for use in a skin layer and having a purity of
99.99% by mass or higher. The aforementioned copper or a mixture of such copper and the
additive element was then weighed as a starting material, followed by heating and melting
such starting material under high vacuum so as to obtain an ingot of copper or a copper alloy
of about 10mm long in diameter. Next, there was manufactured a wire of a given diameter
through forging, rolling and drawing. Subsequently, there was formed on a surface of such
wire the coating layer containing palladium, through electrolytic plating. Here, a thickness of
this coating layer was determined by a time spent in electrolytic plating. A silver film was
further formed on a surface of the coating layer through electrolytic plating, followed by
continuously dragging the wire thus obtained through a furnace maintained at 300 to 800°C,
at a speed of 60m/min, thus forming an alloy layer of silver and palladium on the surface of
the coating layer. Here, a thickness of this alloy layer is determined by amount of the silver
film, namely, a time spent in electrolytic plating for forming the silver film. In this way, there
was obtained a bonding wire having a diameter of 20um. As for certain samples in certain
examples, those having wire diameters of 80pum or longer were drawn at reduction rates of
13 to 18% in areas of the dies, and those whose wire diameters were less than 80um were
drawn at reduction rates of 8 to 12% in areas of the dies. In this way, there were controlled an
area of crystal grains whose <100> crystal orientations were angled at 15 degrees or less with
respect to a wire drawing direction, by performing drawing with area reduction rates higher
than usual. Further, in certain examples, a spool of the bonding wire was placed in an electric
furnace under an argon atmosphere, and was heated at a temperature of 150 to 200°C for 20 to

24 hours, thus controlling a Meyer hardness of the surface of the coating layer.
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[0084]

As for the bonding wire thus obtained, the diameter of the core wire and the
thicknesses of the coating layer and the alloy layer were then measured by: performing AES
analysis while sputtering a surface of the bonding wire; and grinding a cross-sectional
surface of the bonding wire so as to analyze a composition of the corresponding
cross-sectional surface through EDX. A region with a palladium concentration of 50% or
higher and a silver concentration of less than 10%, was regarded as the coating layer. Further,
a region with a silver concentration of 10 to 70% was regarded as the alloy layer formed on
the surface of the coating layer and containing silver and palladium. Tables 1 through 5 show
the thicknesses and compositions of the coating layer and the alloy layer.

[0085]

In order to evaluate an oxidation resistivity of the bonding wire effected by the
coating layer, a spool of the bonding wire was also placed in a high-temperature/humidity
furnace at a temperature of 85°C and a humidity of 85% for 72 hours so as to intentionally
and experimentally accelerate oxidation on the surface of the bonding wire. The bonding
wire thus heated was then removed from the high-temperature/humidity furnace, and an
optical microscope was further used to observe a degree of oxidation on the surface of the
corresponding bonding wire. Here, a column titled “long-term storage (oxidation)” in Table 1
and Table 5 contains crosses, triangles and circles. Specifically, the crosses indicate that the
entire surface of the bonding wire is oxidized, the triangles indicate that the surface of the
bonding wire is partially oxidized, and the circles indicate that the surface of the bonding

wire is not oxidized.

[0086]

In order to evaluate a sulfuration resistivity of the bonding wire effected by the
coating layer, a spool of the bonding wire was also placed in a high-temperature furnace
maintained at a temperature of 195°C in air, for 155 hours, so as to intentionally and
experimentally accelerate sulfuration on the surface of the bonding wire. When placed in air

at a high temperature, sulfuration on the surface of the bonding wire can be accelerated even
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with a minute amount of sulfur contained in the atmosphere. The bonding wire thus heated
was then removed from the high-temperature furnace, and a colorimeter (Minolta CR-300)
was further used to observe a degree of sulfuration on the surface of the corresponding
bonding wire. Particularly, a luminosity (L*) equal to or below 30 indicated that the surface
of the bonding wire had been sulfurated. Further, a luminosity higher than 30 but not higher
than 40 indicated that the bonding wire was satisfactory in terms of practical use.
Furthermore, a luminosity higher than 40 was regarded as a favorable level. Here, a column
titled “long-term storage (sulfuration)” in Table 1 and Table 5 contains crosses, triangles and
circles. Specifically, the crosses indicate that sulfurated portions are observed on the surface
of the bonding wire, the triangles indicate that the bonding wire is satisfactory in terms of

practical use, and the circles indicate that the surface of the bonding wire is not sulfurated.

[0087]

A commercially available automatic wire bonder was then used to bond the bonding
wire. Specifically, a ball was formed on a front end of the bonding wire through arc discharge,
immediately before bonding the bonding wire, such ball having a diameter of 34um which
was 1.7 times longer than the diameter of the bonding wire. Here, the corresponding ball was

formed under a nitrogen atmosphere.

[0088]

An actual diameter of the ball was obtained by measuring diameters of 20 balls,
using SEM. Here, a column titled “FAB sphericity in nitrogen” in Table 1 and Table 5
contains crosses, triangles, circles and double circles. Specifically, the crosses represent
measurement results in which a difference between a maximum diameter and a minimum
diameter is greater than 10% of an average value of the ball diameters. For this reason, the
crosses indicate considerable variations and poor conditions. Further, the triangles represent
intermediate conditions in which the corresponding difference is greater than 5% of the
average value of the ball diameters but not more than 10%. Furthermore, the circles represent
conditions that are favorable in terms of practical use, in which the corresponding difference

is greater than 3% of the average value of the ball diameters but not more than 5%.
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Furthermore, the double circles represent significantly favorable conditions in which the
corresponding difference is not more than 3% of the average value of the ball diameters.

[0089]

The ball was further analyzed using SEM so as to observe bubbles formed thereon.
Results thereof are found in a column titled “FAB bubble control in nitrogen” in Table 1 and
Table 5. In addition, cross-sectional surfaces of 10 balls were grinded and further observed
using the optical microscope. According to the column titled “FAB bubble control in
nitrogen” in Table 1 and Table 5, pairs of double circles represent significantly favorable
conditions in which no bubble is observed on the corresponding cross-sectional surfaces.
Further, double circles represent favorable conditions in which the bubbles are observed in
only one to two balls out of ten. Furthermore, circles represent conditions favorable in terms
of practical use, in which the bubbles are observed in only three to four balls out of ten.
Furthermore, triangles represent conditions acceptable in terms of practical use, in which the
bubbles are observed in five balls out of ten. Furthermore, crosses represent poor conditions

in which the bubbles are observed in as many as or more than six balls out of ten.

[0090]

The bonding wire was then respectively bonded to an Al electrode of 1um formed
on a Si chip, and a lead of lead frame plated with silver or palladium. The aforementioned
ball was further ball-bonded to the corresponding electrode heated at 260°C, followed by
wedge-bonding a base part of the bonding wire to the lead heated at 260°C and forming
another ball thereafter, thus performing bonding in a continuous manner. Here, a loop length
was set to be 4.9mm. Particularly, there were respectively performed: a reverse bonding in
which the loop length was about 1mm; a high loop bonding in which a loop height was about
304.8um (12mil) and the loop length was about 2mm; a low loop bonding in which the loop
length was about 3mm and the loop height was 76.2um (3mil); and a long bonding in which

the loop length was 5.3mm (210mil).
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[0091]

As far as a wedge bondability of the bonding wire is concerned, breaking loads (peel
strengths) of 40 wedge-bonded bonding wires were measured through the so-called peel
strength measurement. Specifically, each wedge-bonded bonding wire was pulled upward
immediately above a wedge-bonded portion before being cut, and the breaking load was
measured at the time of cutting the corresponding bonding wire. A column titled “Ag-L/F
2nd bonding” (lead of a silver-plated lead frame) and a column titled “Pd-L/F 2nd bonding”
(lead of a palladium-plated lead frame) in Table 1 and Table 5, respectively contain crosses,
triangles and circles. Specifically, the crosses indicate that a standard deviation of the peel
strength is greater than 6mN, and that considerable variations exist and need to be fixed.
Further, the triangles represent conditions acceptable in terms of practical use, in which the
corresponding standard deviation is greater than 5mN but not greater than 6mN. Furthermore,
the circles indicate that the corresponding standard deviation is equal to or less than 5mN,
and that there should not be any significant problems in terms of practical use.

[0092]

Here, the optical microscope was used to observe whether or not flaws had been
formed on a loop by a capillary. Particularly, 20 loops were observed. A column titled “flaw
control” in Table 1 and Table 5 contains pairs of double circles, double circles, circles,
triangles and crosses. Specifically, the pairs of double circles represent significantly
favorable conditions in which none of the loops is found with flaws. Further, the double
circles represent favorable conditions in which only one to two loops are found with flaws.
Furthermore, the circles represent conditions problem-free in terms of practical use, in which
only three to four loops are found with flaws. Furthermore, the triangles represent conditions
acceptable in terms of practical use, in which five loops are found with flaws. Furthermore,
the crosses represent poor conditions in which as many as or more than six loops are found

with flaws.

[0093]

An EBSD method was used to observe individual crystal orientations of the crystal
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2= 001 8 gribPfourd3h the surface of the aforementioned coating layer, thus calculating angles at
which the <100> crystal orientations of the crystal grains are angled with respect to the wire
drawing direction. In order to calculate aforementioned angles, three different surface areas
having an 8um width perpendicular to the drawn direction of the bonding wire and a
150pum in the drawn direction were observed in each working sample. The values thus
obtained are found in a column titled “area of crystal grains with <100> crystal orientations

angled at 15 degrees or less with respect to wire drawing direction” in Tables 2 through 4.

[0094]

The EBSD method was also used to observe individual crystal orientations of the
crystal grains found on the surface of the aforementioned coating layer, thus calculating
angles at which the <111> crystal orientations of the crystal grains are angled with respect to
the wire drawing direction. In order to calculate aforementioned angles, three different
surface areas having an 8um width perpendicular to the drawn direction of the bonding
wire and a 150pum in the drawn direction were observed in each working sample. The
values thus obtained are found in a column titled “area of crystal grains with <111> crystal
orientations angled at 15 degrees or less with respect to wire drawing direction” in Tables 2
through 4.

[0095]

In each example, the optical microscope was also used to observe crinkles on
surfaces of 20 loops of the bonding wire bonded through the reverse bonding. Here, a column
titled “reverse bonding crinkle control” in Tables 2 through 4 contains pairs of double circles,
double circles, circles and crosses. Specifically, the pairs of double circles represent
significantly favorable conditions in which none of the loops is found with the crinkles.
Further, the double circles represent favorable conditions in which only one to two loops are
found with the crinkles. Furthermore, the circles represent conditions problem-free in terms
of practical use, in which only three to four loops are found with crinkles. Furthermore, the
crosses represent poor conditions in which as many as or more than five loops are found with

crinkles.
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[0096]

In each example, the optical microscope was also used to observe leaning failures of
the bonding wire bonded through the high loop bonding. Specifically, 20 loops of the
corresponding bonding wire were observed using the optical microscope. Here, a column
titled “high loop leaning control” in Table 2 contains pairs of double circles, double circles,
circles and crosses. Specifically, the pairs of double circles represent significantly favorable
conditions in which none of the loops is found with the leaning failures. Further, the double
circles represent favorable conditions in which only one to two loops are found with the
leaning failures. Furthermore, the circles represent conditions problem-free in terms of
practical use, in which only three to four loops are found with leaning failures. Furthermore,
the crosses represent poor conditions in which as many as or more than five loops are found

with leaning failures.

[0097]

The Mayer hardness of the surface of the bonding wire was measured through a
nanoindentation method to a precision of within about 1nm in depth. The measurement
values thus obtained are found in a column titled “Meyer hardness of wire surface” in Table 3
and Table 4.

[0098]

In each example, the optical microscope was also used to observe presence of
damages on a neck section of the bonding wire bonded through the low loop bonding.
Particularly, 20 loops of the corresponding bonding wire were observed using the optical
microscope. Here, a column titled “76.2um (3mil)-low loop neck damage” in Table 3 and
Table 4 contains double circles, circles and crosses. Specifically, the double circles represent
favorable conditions in which none of the loops was found with the damages. Further, the
circles represent problem-free conditions in which only one to two loops out of the 20 loops
are found with the damages. Furthermore, the crosses represent poor conditions in which as

many as or more than three loops out of the 20 loops are found with the damages.
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[0099]

In each example, a projector was used to measure bending of the loop of the
bonding wire bonded through the long bonding. Particularly, bending of 20 loops of the
corresponding bonding wire was measured. Here, a wire bending ratio was calculated by
dividing an average value of the bending measured by the corresponding loop length. A
column titled “5.3mm (210mil)-long bending” in Table 4 contains double circles, circles and
crosses. Specifically, the double circles represent significantly favorable conditions in which
the wire bending ratio is less than 4%. Further, the circles represent conditions problem-free
in terms of practical use, in which the wire bending ratio is 4 to 5%. Furthermore, the crosses

represent poor conditions in which the wire bending ratio is greater than 5%.

[0100]
Next, there are described manufacturing examples and evaluations of a bonding
wire having an alloy layer formed on a surface of the aforementioned coating layer, such

alloy layer containing gold and palladium.

[0101]

As raw materials of this bonding wire, there were respectively prepared: copper for
use in a core wire; B, P, Se, Ca and Al each serving as an additive element in the core wire;
palladium for use in a coating layer; and gold for use in a skin layer and having a purity of
99.99% by mass or higher. The aforementioned copper or a mixture of such copper and the
additive element was then weighed as a starting material, followed by heating and melting
such starting material under high vacuum so as to obtain an ingot of copper or a copper alloy
of about 10mm long in diameter. Next, there was manufactured a wire of a given diameter
through forging, rolling and drawing. Subsequently, there was formed on a surface of such
wire the coating layer containing palladium, through electrolytic plating. Here, a thickness of
this coating layer was determined by a time spent in electrolytic plating. A gold film was
further formed on a surface of the coating layer through electrolytic plating, followed by
continuously dragging the wire thus obtained through a furnace maintained at 300 to 800°C,

at a speed of 30m/min, thus forming an alloy layer of gold and palladium on the surface of the
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coating layer. Here, a thickness of this alloy layer is determined by amount of the gold film,
namely, a time spent in electrolytic plating for forming the gold film. In this way, there was
obtained a bonding wire whose core wire has a diameter of 20um. As for certain samples in
certain examples, those having wire diameters of 150um or longer were drawn at reduction
rates of 16 to 20% in areas of the dies, and those whose wire diameters were less than
150pum were drawn at reduction rates of 13 to 15% in areas of the dies. In this way, there
were controlled an area of crystal grains whose <111> crystal orientations were angled at 15
degrees or less with respect to a wire drawing direction, by performing drawing with area
reduction rates higher than usual. Further, in certain examples, a spool of the bonding wire was
placed in an electric furnace under an argon atmosphere, and was heated at a temperature of
150to 200°C for 20 to 24 hours, thus controlling the Meyer hardness of the surface of the

coating layer.

[0102]

As for the bonding wire thus obtained, the diameter of the core wire and the
thicknesses of the coating layer and the alloy layer were then measured by: performing AES
analysis while sputtering a surface of the bonding wire; and grinding a cross-sectional
surface of the bonding wire so as to analyze a composition of the corresponding
cross-sectional surface through EDX. A region with a palladium concentration of 50% or
higher and a gold concentration of less than 15%, was regarded as the coating layer. Further,
a region with a gold concentration of 15 to 75% was regarded as the alloy layer formed on the
surface of the coating layer and containing gold and palladium. Tables 6 through 10 show the
thicknesses and compositions of the coating layer and the alloy layer.

[0103]

In order to evaluate an oxidation resistivity of the bonding wire effected by the
coating layer, a spool of the bonding wire along with the spool was also placed in a
high-temperature/humidity furnace of a temperature of 85°C and a humidity of 85% for 72
hours so as to intentionally and experimentally accelerate oxidation on the surface of the

bonding wire. The bonding wire thus heated was then removed from the
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high-temperature/humidity furnace, and an optical microscope was further used to observe a
degree of oxidation on the surface of the corresponding bonding wire. Here, a column titled
“long-term storage (oxidation)” in Table 6 and Table 10 contains crosses, and circles.
Specifically, the crosses indicate that the entire surface of the bonding wire is oxidized, and

the circles indicate that the surface of the bonding wire is not oxidized.

[0104]

In order to evaluate a sulfuration resistivity of the bonding wire effected by the
coating layer, a spool of the bonding wire was also placed in a high-temperature furnace
maintained at a temperature of 195°C in air, for 155 hours, so as to intentionally and
experimentally accelerate sulfuration on the surface of the bonding wire. When placed in air
at a high temperature, sulfuration on the surface of the bonding wire can be accelerated even
with a minute amount of sulfur contained in the atmosphere. The bonding wire thus heated
was then removed from the high-temperature furnace, and a colorimeter (Minolta CR-300)
was further used to observe a degree of sulfuration on the surface of the corresponding
bonding wire. Particularly, a luminosity (L*) equal to or below 30 indicated that the surface
of the bonding wire had been sulfurated. Further, a luminosity higher than 30 but not higher
than 40 indicated that the bonding wire was satisfactory in terms of practical use.
Furthermore, a luminosity higher than 40 was regarded as a favorable level. Here, a column
titled “long-term storage (sulfuration)” in Table 6 and Table 10 contains crosses, triangles
and circles. Specifically, the crosses indicate that sulfurated portions are observed on the
surface of the bonding wire, the triangles indicate that the bonding wire is satisfactory in
terms of practical use, and the circles indicate that the surface of the bonding wire is not

sulfurated.

[0105]

A commercially available automatic wire bonder was then used to bond the bonding
wire. Specifically, a ball was formed on a front end of the bonding wire through arc discharge,
immediately before bonding the bonding wire, such ball having a diameter of 34um which

was 1.7 times longer than the diameter of the bonding wire. Here, the corresponding ball was
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formed under a nitrogen atmosphere.

[0106]

An actual diameter of the ball was obtained by measuring diameters of 20 balls,
using SEM. Here, a column titled “FAB sphericity in nitrogen” in Table 6 and Table 10
contains crosses, triangles, circles and double circles. Specifically, the crosses represent
measurement results in which a difference between a maximum diameter and a minimum
diameter is greater than 10% of an average value of the ball diameters. For this reason, the
crosses indicate considerable variations and poor conditions. Further, the triangles represent
intermediate conditions in which the corresponding difference is greater than 5% of the
average value of the ball diameters but not more than 10%. Furthermore, the circles represent
conditions that are favorable in terms of practical use, in which the corresponding difference
is greater than 3% of the average value of the ball diameters but not more than 5%.
Furthermore, the double circles represent significantly favorable conditions in which the

corresponding difference is not more than 3% of the average value of the ball diameters.

[0107]

The ball was further analyzed using SEM so as to observe bubbles formed thereon.
Here, a column titled “FAB bubble control in nitrogen” in Table 6 and Table 10 contains
crosses and circles. Specifically, the crosses represent conditions in which the bubbles are
observed on the ball, and the circles represent conditions in which no bubble is observed on
the ball.

[0108]

The bonding wire was then respectively bonded to an Al electrode of 1um formed
on a Si chip, and a lead of lead frame plated with gold or palladium. The aforementioned ball
was further ball-bonded to the corresponding electrode heated at 260°C, followed by
wedge-bonding a base part of the bonding wire to the lead heated at 260°C and forming
another ball thereafter, thus performing bonding in a continuous manner. Here, a loop length

was set to be 4.9mm. Particularly, there were respectively performed: a high loop bonding in
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which a loop height was about 304.8um (12mil) and the loop length was about 2mm; a low
loop bonding in which the loop length was about 3mm and the loop height was 76.2um

(3mil); and a long bonding in which the loop length was 5.3mm (210mil).

[0109]

As far as a wedge bondability of the bonding wire is concerned, breaking loads (peel
strengths) of 40 wedge-bonded bonding wires were measured through the so-called peel
strength measurement. Specifically, each wedge-bonded bonding wire was pulled upward
immediately above a wedge-bonded portion before being cut, and the breaking load was
measured at the time of cutting the corresponding bonding wire. A column titled “Ag-L/F
2nd bonding” (lead of a gold-plated lead frame) and a column titled “Pd-L/F 2nd bonding”
(lead of a palladium-plated lead frame) in Table 6 and Table 10, respectively contain crosses,
circles and double circles. Specifically, the crosses indicate that a standard deviation of the
peel strength is greater than 5mN, and that considerable variations exist and need to be fixed.
Further, the circles indicate that the corresponding standard deviation is greater than 3mN but
not greater than 5mN, and that there should not be any significant problems in terms of
practical use. Furthermore, the double circles represent favorable conditions in which the
corresponding standard deviation is equal to or less than 3mN, and the variations are thus
significantly small.

[0110]

Here, the optical microscope was used to observe whether or not flaws had been
formed on a loop by a capillary. Particularly, 20 loops were observed. A column titled “flaw
control” in Table 6 and Table 10 contains pairs of double circles, double circles, circles,
triangles and crosses. Specifically, the pairs of double circles represent significantly
favorable conditions in which none of the loops is found with flaws. Further, the double
circles represent favorable conditions in which only one to two loops are found with flaws.
Furthermore, the circles represent conditions problem-free in terms of practical use, in which
only three to four loops are found with flaws. Furthermore, the triangles represent conditions

acceptable in terms of practical use, in which five loops are found with flaws. Furthermore,
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the crosses represent poor conditions in which as many as or more than six loops are found

with flaws.

[0111]

An EBSD method was used to observe individual crystal orientations of the crystal
grains found on the surface of the aforementioned coating layer, thus calculating angles at
which the <111> crystal orientations of the crystal grains are angled with respect to the wire
drawing direction. In order to calculate aforementioned angles, three different surface areas
having an 8um width perpendicular to the drawn direction of the bonding wire and a
150um in the drawn direction were observed in each working sample. The values thus
obtained are found in a column titled "area of crystal grains with <111> crystal orientations

angled at 15 degrees or less with respect to wire drawing direction™ in Tables 7 through 9.

[0112]

In each example, the optical microscope was also used to observe leaning failures of
the bonding wire bonded through the high loop bonding. Specifically, 20 loops of the
corresponding bonding wire were observed using the optical microscope. Here, a column
titled “high loop leaning control” in Tables 7 through 9 contains pairs of double circles,
double circles, circles and crosses. Specifically, the pairs of double circles represent
significantly favorable conditions in which none of the loops is found with the leaning
failures. Further, the double circles represent favorable conditions in which only one to two
loops are found with the leaning failures. Furthermore, the circles represent conditions
problem-free in terms of practical use, in which only three to four loops are found with
leaning failures. Furthermore, the crosses represent poor conditions in which as many as or

more than five loops are found with leaning failures.

[0113]
The Mayer hardness of the surface of the bonding wire was measured through a
nanoindentation method to a precision of within about 1nm in depth. The measurement

values thus obtained are found in a column titled “Meyer hardness of wire surface” in Table 8
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and Table 9.

[0114]

In each example, the optical microscope was also used to observe presence of
damages on a neck section of the bonding wire bonded through the low loop bonding.
Particularly, 20 loops of the corresponding bonding wire were observed using the optical
microscope. Here, a column titled “76.2um (3mil)-low loop neck damage” in Table 8 and
Table 9 contains double circles, circles and crosses. Specifically, the double circles represent
favorable conditions in which none of the loops was found with the damages. Further, the
circles represent problem-free conditions in which only one to two loops out of the 20 loops
are found with the damages. Furthermore, the crosses represent poor conditions in which as

many as or more than three loops out of the 20 loops are found with the damages.

[0115]

In each example, a projector was used to measure bending of the loop of the
bonding wire bonded through the long bonding. Particularly, bending of 20 loops of the
corresponding bonding wire was measured. Here, a wire bending ratio was calculated by
dividing an average value of the bending measured by the corresponding loop length. A
column titled “5.3mm (210mil)-long bending” in Table 8contains double circles, circles,
triangles and crosses. Specifically, the double circles represent significantly favorable
conditions in which the wire bending ratio is less than 4%. Further, the circles represent
conditions problem-free in terms of practical use, in which the wire bending ratio is 4 to 5%.
Furthermore, the triangles represent conditions acceptable in terms of practical use, in which
the wire bending ratio is 5 to 6%. Furthermore, the crosses represent poor conditions in

which the wire bending ratio is greater than 6%.

[0116]
As for an evaluation concerning chip damage, cross-sectional surfaces of 20
ball-bonded portions were grinded. Here, a column titled “chip damage” in Table 8contains

crosses and circles. Specifically, the crosses represent poor conditions in which the electrode

56



0000000000000000001000000000000 Ea);5' 1,11 irno 000000 o 10l 000000000000 0

is found with cracks. Further, the circles represent favorable conditions in which no crack is
found on the electrode.

[0117]
Evaluation results in Tables 1 through 10 are described hereunder.

[0118]

According to examples 1 through 63 in Table 1 and examples 136 through 192 in
Table 6, there was manufactured the bonding wire having 10 to 200nm thick palladium
coating layer formed on the surface of the copper core wire, and 1 to 80nm alloy layer further
formed on the corresponding coating layer, such alloy layer being composed of either silver
and palladium or gold and palladium. According to this bonding wire, there can be achieved a
favorable wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame (column titled
“Pd-L/F 2nd bonding”), while ensuring the oxidation resistivity (column titled “long-term
storage (oxidation)”) and the sphericity of the ball (column titled “FAB sphericity in
nitrogen”). In contrast, as shown in a comparative example 1, a poor long-term storageability
and poor 2nd bondability were achieved with a bonding wire composed of only the copper
core wire with no coating layer formed thereon. Further, as shown in a comparative example
2, a poor sphericity of the ball in nitrogen was achieved with a bonding wire having the
copper core wire and a silver coating layer formed thereon. Furthermore, as shown in
comparative examples 3 through 5, a poor wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame was achieved with a bonding wire having the copper core wire
and only the palladium coating layer formed thereon. Furthermore, as shown in a
comparative example 6, there was also achieved a poor wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame, when the thickness of the alloy layer of silver and palladium
formed on the coating layer was less than 3nm, even though, the thickness of the palladium
coating layer formed on the copper core wire was 10 to 20nm. Furthermore, as shown in a
comparative example 7, there can hardly be ensured a stable quality of the bonding wire,
when the thickness of the alloy layer of silver and palladium formed on the coating layer was

greater than 80nm, even though, the thickness of the palladium coating layer formed on the
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copper core wire was 10 to 200nm. The alloy layer in the comparative example 7 is
susceptible to sulfuration and oxidation, thus resulting in a poor evaluation in any one of the
corresponding properties evaluated. Furthermore, as shown in a comparative example 8,
there was also achieved a poor wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead
frame, when there was formed on the copper core wire the palladium coating layer of 10 to
200nm and the silver concentration in the alloy layer of silver and palladium formed on the
corresponding coating layer was less than 10%. Furthermore, as shown in a comparative
example 9, there was also achieved a poor sphericity of the ball in nitrogen, when there was
formed on the copper core wire the palladium coating layer of 10 to 200nm and the silver
concentration in the alloy layer of silver and palladium formed on the corresponding coating
layer was greater than 75%. Furthermore, as shown in a comparative example 10, when the
thickness of the palladium coating layer formed on the copper core wire was beyond the
range of 10 to 200nm, the bubbles were observed in a small-diameter ball formed in nitrogen
(column titled “FAB bubble control in nitrogen”) even if the thickness of the alloy layer of
silver and palladium formed on the corresponding coating layer was 3 to 80nm. Furthermore,
as shown in a comparative example 11, a poor long-term storageability and poor 2nd
bondability were achieved with a bonding wire composed of only the copper core wire with
no coating layer formed thereon. Furthermore, as shown in a comparative example 12, a
bonding wire having the silver coating layer formed on the copper core wire exhibited a
significantly poor sphericity of the ball in nitrogen, and was sulfurated during a period of
long-term storage. Furthermore, as shown in a comparative example 13, a bonding wire
having a gold coating layer formed on the copper core wire also exhibited a significantly
poor sphericity of the ball in nitrogen. Furthermore, as shown in comparative examples 14
through 16, a poor wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame was
achieved with a bonding wire composed of the copper core wire and only the palladium
coating layer formed thereon. Furthermore, as shown in a comparative example 17, there was
achieved an insufficient wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame,
when the thickness of the alloy layer of gold and palladium formed on the palladium coating
layer was less than 3nm, even though, the thickness of the corresponding coating layer

formed on the copper core wire was 10 to 200nm. Furthermore, as shown in a comparative
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example 18, there was manufactured a bonding wire having 10 to 200nm thick palladium
coating layer formed on the copper core wire, and the alloy layer of gold and palladium of a
thickness greater 80nm formed on the corresponding coating layer. According to this
bonding wire, a stable quality thereof was hardly ensured. In fact, there was achieved a poor
wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame (column titled “Pd-L/F
2nd bonding”) with this bonding wire. In addition, the corresponding alloy layer of this
bonding wire was oxidized, thus resulting in an unsatisfactory sphericity of the ball (column
titled “FAB sphericity in nitrogen”). Furthermore, as shown in a comparative example 19,
there was also achieved an insufficient wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame, when the gold concentration in the alloy layer of gold and
palladium formed on the palladium coating layer was less than 15%, even though, the
thickness of the corresponding coating layer formed on the copper core wire was 10 to
200nm. Furthermore, as shown in a comparative example 10, there was achieved a poor
sphericity of the ball in nitrogen, when the 20 to 200nm thick palladium coating layer of
was formed on the copper core wire and the gold concentration in the alloy layer of gold and
palladium formed on the corresponding coating layer was greater than 75%. Furthermore, as
shown in a comparative example 21, when the thickness of the palladium coating layer
formed on the copper core wire was beyond the range of 10 to 200nm, the bubbles were
observed in a small-diameter ball formed in nitrogen (“FAB bubble control in nitrogen”)
even if the thickness of the alloy layer of gold and palladium formed on the corresponding

coating layer was 3 to 80nm.

[0119]
Next, there are described examples of the bonding wire having the alloy layer of

silver and palladium formed on the coating layer.

[0120]
According to the examples 1 through 12, 16 through 27, 31 through 42 and 46
through 57 in Table 1, there was manufactured the bonding wire having 10 to 200nm thick

palladium coating layer formed on the surface of the copper core wire, and 1 to 30nm thick
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alloy layer further formed on the corresponding coating layer, such alloy layer being
composed of silver and palladium. According to this bonding wire, there can be achieved a
favorable wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame (column titled
“Pd-L/F 2nd bonding™), while ensuring the oxidation resistivity (column titled “long-term
storage (oxidation)”) and the sphericity of the ball (column titled “FAB sphericity in
nitrogen”). In contrast, as shown in the comparative example 1, a poor long-term
storageability and poor 2nd bondability were achieved with the bonding wire composed of
only the copper core wire with no coating layer formed thereon. Further, as shown in the
comparative example 2, a poor sphericity of the ball in nitrogen was achieved with the
bonding wire having the copper core wire and the silver coating layer formed thereon.
Furthermore, as shown in comparative examples 3 through 5, a poor wedge bondability with
respect to the palladium-plated lead frame was achieved with the bonding wire having the
copper core wire and only the palladium coating layer formed thereon. Furthermore, as
shown in the comparative example 6, there was also achieved a poor wedge bondability with
respect to the palladium-plated lead frame, when the thickness of the alloy layer of silver and
palladium formed on the coating layer was less than 1nm, even though, the thickness of the
palladium coating layer formed on the copper core wire was 10 to 200nm. Furthermore, as
shown in the comparative example 7, there can hardly be ensured a stable quality of the
bonding wire, when the thickness of the alloy layer of silver and palladium formed on the
coating layer was greater than 30nm, even though, the thickness of the palladium coating
layer formed on the copper core wire was 10 to 200nm. The alloy layer in the comparative
example 7 is susceptible to sulfuration and oxidation, thus resulting in a poor evaluation in
any one of the corresponding properties evaluated. Furthermore, as shown in the comparative
example 8, there was also achieved a poor wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame, when there was formed on the copper core wire the palladium
coating layer of 10 to 200nm and the silver concentration in the alloy layer of silver and
palladium formed on the corresponding coating layer was less than 10%. Furthermore, as
shown in the comparative example 9, there was also achieved a poor sphericity of the ball in
nitrogen, when there was formed on the copper core wire the 10 to 200nm thick palladium

coating layer and the silver concentration in the alloy layer of silver and palladium formed on
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the corresponding coating layer was greater than 70%. Furthermore, as shown in the
comparative example 10, when the thickness of the palladium coating layer formed on the
copper core wire was beyond the range of 10 to 200nm, the bubbles were observed in the
small-diameter ball formed in nitrogen (column titled “FAB bubble control in nitrogen”)
even if the thickness of the alloy layer of silver and palladium formed on the corresponding

coating layer was 3 to 30nm.

[0121]

As shown in the examples 16 through 63, when the silver concentration in the alloy
of silver and palladium was equal to or higher than 20%, not only flaws formed by the
capillary could be further effectively controlled (column titled “flaw control™), but also the
bubbles on the small-diameter ball formed in nitrogen could be controlled (column titled
“FAB bubble control in nitrogen”). Further, as shown in the examples 31 through 63, it was
found that the flaws and the bubbles could be even more effectively controlled, when the

corresponding silver concentration was equal to or higher than 30%.

[0122]

As shown in examples 64 through 91 in Table 2, the crinkles on the loops of the
bonding wire bonded through the reverse bonding could be further effectively controlled
(column titled “reverse bonding crinkle control”), when the crystal grains with the <100>
crystal orientations angled at 15 degrees or less with respect to the wire drawing direction
occupy an areal percentage of 50 to 100%, such crystal grains being observed on the surface
of the bonding wire. Particularly, such crinkles could be even more effectively controlled
when the area of the corresponding crystal grains was present by as much as or greater than
70%.

[0123]
As shown in examples 4 through 6 in Table 2, the leaning failures of the bonding
wire bonded through the high loop bonding could be further effectively controlled (column

titled “high loop leaning control”), when the crystal grains with the <111> crystal
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orientations angled at 15 degrees or less with respect to the wire drawing direction occupy
an areal percentage of 60 to 100%, such crystal grains being observed on the surface of the
bonding wire. Particularly, such leaning failures could be even more effectively controlled,

when the aforementioned areal percentage is not less than 70%.

[0124]

As shown in examples 92 through 96, 99 through 102 and 104 in Table 3, when the
Meyer hardness of the surface of the bonding wire was 0.2 to 2.0GPa, the aforementioned
neck damage could be controlled even after performing the low loop bonding (column titled
“76.2um (3mil)-low loop neck damage”).

[0125]

As shown in examples 109 through 117, and 121 through 124 in Table 4, when the
core wire was actually made of the copper alloy containing at least one of B, P and Se by a
total amount of 5 to 300 ppm by mass, bending of the loops could be controlled even after

performing the long bonding (column titled “5.3mm (210mil)-long bending”).

[0126]

As shown in examples 125 through 135 in Table 5, it was found that the
aforementioned effects of the present invention could be achieved even when there was
formed a diffusion layer between the coating layer and the core wire and copper contained in

the core wire was diffused into the coating layer.

[0127]
Next, there are described examples of the bonding wire having the alloy layer of

gold and palladium formed on the coating layer.
[0128]

According to examples 136 through 192 in Table 6, there was manufactured the

bonding wire having 10 to 200nm thick palladium coating layer formed on the surface of the
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copper core wire, and 1 to 80nm thick alloy layer of further formed on the corresponding
coating layer, such alloy layer being composed of gold and palladium. According to this
bonding wire, there can be achieved a favorable wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame (column titled “Pd-L/F 2nd bonding”), while ensuring the
oxidation resistivity (column titled “long-term storage (oxidation)”), the sulfuration
resistivity (column titled “long-term storage (sulfuration)”) and the sphericity of the ball
(column titled “FAB sphericity in nitrogen”). In contrast, as shown in the comparative
example 1, a poor long-term storageability and poor 2nd bondability were achieved with the
bonding wire composed of only the copper core wire with no coating layer formed thereon.
Further, as shown in the comparative example 11, a poor sphericity of the ball in nitrogen was
achieved with the bonding wire having the copper core wire and the gold coating layer
formed thereon. Furthermore, as shown in the comparative example 12, there was also
achieved an insufficient wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame,
when the thickness of the alloy layer of gold and palladium formed on the coating layer was
less than 1nm, even though, the thickness of the palladium coating layer formed on the
copper core wire was 10 to 20nm. Furthermore, as shown in the comparative example 13,
there can hardly be ensured a stable quality of the bonding wire, when the thickness of the
alloy layer of gold and palladium formed on the coating layer was greater than 80nm, even
though, the thickness of the palladium coating layer formed on the copper core wire was 10
to 200nm. Particularly, there was achieved a poor wedge bondability with respect to the
palladium-plated lead frame (column titled ""Pd-L/F 2nd bonding"), with a bonding wire in
the comparative example 13. In this case, there was also achieved an unsatisfactory
sphericity of the ball due to oxidation of the corresponding alloy layer (column titled "FAB
sphericity in nitrogen™). Furthermore, as shown in the comparative example 14, there was
achieved an insufficient wedge bondability with respect to the palladium-plated lead frame,
when there was formed on the copper core wire the 10 to 200nm thick palladium coating
layer and the gold concentration in the alloy layer of gold and palladium formed on the
corresponding coating layer was less than 15%. Furthermore, as shown in the comparative
examplel5, there was also achieved a poor sphericity of the ball in nitrogen, when there was

formed on the copper core wire the 20 to 200nm thick palladium coating layer and the gold
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concentration in the alloy layer of gold and palladium formed on the corresponding coating
layer was greater than75%. Furthermore, as shown in the comparative example 16, when the
thickness of the palladium coating layer formed on the copper core wire was beyond the
range of 10 to 200nm, the bubbles were observed in the small-diameter ball formed in
nitrogen (column titled “FAB bubble control in nitrogen”) even if the thickness of the alloy

layer of gold and palladium formed on the corresponding coating layer was 3 to 80nm.

[0129]

As shown in the examples 136 through 168, examples 250, 251, 253 and 256, the
sphericity of the ball further improved when the gold concentration in the alloy of gold and
palladium was not less than 15% but less than 40% (column titled “FAB sphericity in

nitrogen”).

[0130]

As shown in the examples 169 through 192, examples 252, 254 and 255, and
examples 257 through 260, the wedge bondability further improved when the gold
concentration in the alloy of gold and palladium was as much as or more than 40% (column
titled “Pd-L/F 2nd bonding”).

[0131]

As shown in examples 193 through 216 in Table 7, the leaning failures of the
bonding wire bonded through the high loop bonding could be further effectively controlled
(column titled “high loop leaning control”), when the crystal grains with the <111> crystal
orientations angled at 15 degrees or less with respect to the wire drawing direction occupy
an areal percentage of 50 to 100%, such crystal grains being observed on the surface of the
bonding wire. Particularly, such leaning failures could be even more effectively controlled,
when the aforementioned areal percentage is not less than 70%.

[0132]
As shown in examples 217 through 222, and examples 225 through 228, in Table 8,
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when the Meyer hardness of the surface of the bonding wire was 0.2 to 2.0GPa, the
aforementioned neck damage could be controlled even after performing the low loop

bonding (column titled “76.2pum (3mil)-low loop neck damage”).

[0133]

As shown in examples 234 through 242, and examples 246 through 249, in Table 9,
when the core wire was actually made of the copper alloy containing at least one of B, P and
Se by a total amount of 5 to 300 ppm by mass, bending of the loops could be controlled even
after performing the long bonding (column titled “5.3mm (210mil)-long bending™). Here, as
shown in an example 243, the chip damage was observed when the aforementioned total

amount added to the core wire exceeded 300 ppm by mass.

[0134]

As shown in examples 250 through 260 in Table 10, it was found that the
aforementioned effects of the present invention could be achieved even when there was
formed a diffusion layer between the coating layer and the core wire and copper contained in

the core wire was diffused into the coating layer.
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thickness (nm) 40 op 09 09 Og 001. Ott 00Z 05 09 00Z iugeoo 1-unveiled Coating layer Cu50Pd50
OgPd0900 OgPdOgnO Cu30Pd70 Cu8Pd90Au2 trA/0614d640 CulOPd90 Cul OPd90 Cu41Pd50Au91
Cu9Pd90Aul OSPd0903 leAel uolsriglClI Diffusion layer thiclmess (nm) 0 0. DI- ... I00L . allON JaAei
uo!snwa auoN CAJON 09Pd0Z00

Claims:

1. A bonding wire for semiconductor, comprising:

a core wire made of copper or a copper alloy;

a coating layer containing palladium, said coating layer being formed on a surface
of said core wire, and having a thickness of 10 to 200nm; and

an alloy layer containing gold and palladium, said alloy layer being formed on a
surface of said coating layer, and having a thickness of 1 to 80nm,

wherein a concentration of the gold in said alloy layer is not less than 10% and not
more than 75% by volume, and

wherein of surface crystal grains in said alloy layer, the surface crystal grains
having <111> crystal orientations angled at 15 degrees or less to a wire drawing direction

occupy an areal percentage of 40% to 100%.

2. The bonding wire for semiconductor according to claim 1, wherein the gold

concentration in said alloy layer is not less than 15% and not more than 75% by volume.

3. The bonding wire for semiconductor according to claim 2, wherein the gold

concentration in said alloy layer is not less than 40% and not more than 75% by volume.

4. A bonding wire for semiconductor,comprising:

a core wire made of copper or a copper alloy;

a coating layer containing palladium, said coating layer being formed on a surface
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1. no no no | Working example 250 | Working example 251 Working example 252 Working example
253 Working example 254 | Working example 255 Working example 256 Working example 257
FWorking example 258 Waiting example 259 | Working example 260 Claims: 1. A bonding wire
for semiconductor, comprising: a core wire made of copper or a copper alloy; a coating layer

containing pakaitiworesaick caating/iager thikgeierofad an2acmifegaslof said core wire, and having a
thickness of 10 to 200n an allo

; and layer containing gold and palladium, said alloy layer being
formed on a surfacdbf LN R FRADEI N AP RS AR BYRRBEIND HRRE P
c%ncentra;i@arggcﬁ]@fg@id i’;tmﬁ_dg laley, %well}iaieing)talﬂﬁﬁmmfdﬂ%mrpt more than 75% by vqum?, and
wherein of surface crystal grains in said alloy Jayer, the surface, crystal grains having <111> crysta
oriontations anglod AVB BGHBRE B FASO Er AR A G AL R hiF A AR o e of 400%
to 100%. notZndkreettipenTing byike famseamionductor according to claim 1, wherein the gold concentration
in said alloy layer is not Iessihanf15% and not more than 7@?& by volume. 3. The bonding wire for
semiconductor accHlOfG ToRIaTHE S HEAN 8ol CaREANRaHER RPUTBGS S 4R IR than
40% and notaringe<tte> Tr)sthlyoridnntons andgled &oll ) wikedotessnoicondieadoaveinmdiiettipra core wire

;nnageSSIfgggggurp?/ra% %(r)é)aﬁ%re raclclecr)\¥aig% %?%Bg/g; tlé:lx%o%.)ntalnmg palladium, said coating layer being formed

5. A bonding wire for semiconductor, comprising:

a core wire made of copper or a copper alloy;

a coating layer containing palladium, said coating layer being formed on a surface
of said core wire, and having a thickness of 10 to 200nm; and

an alloy layer containing silver and palladium, said alloy layer being formed on a
surface of said coating layer, and having a thickness of 1 to 80nm,

wherein a concentration of the silver in said alloy layer is not less than 10% and
not more than 75% by volume, and

wherein of surface crystal grains in said alloy layer, the surface crystal grains
having <111> crystal orientations angled at 15 degrees or less to a wire drawing direction

occupy an areal percentage of 60% to 100%.
6. The bonding wire for semiconductor according to claim 4 or 5, wherein said
alloy layer is formed to a thickness from 1nm to 30nm, and a sliver concentration in said

alloy layer is not less than 10% and not more than 70% by volume.

7. The bonding wire for semiconductor according to claim 6, wherein the sliver

concentration in said alloy layer is not less than 20% and not more than 70% by volume.
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of said core wire, and having a thickness of 10 to 200nm; and an alloy layer containing silver and
palladium, said alloy layer being formed on a surface of said coating layer, and having a thickness of 1 to
80nm, wherein a concentration of the silver in said alloy layer is not less than 10% and not more than
75% by volume, and wherein of surface crystal grains in said alloy layer, the surface crystal grains
having <100> crystal orientations angled at 15 degrees or less to a wire drawing direction occupy an areal
percentage of 50% to 100%. 5. A bonding wire for semiconductor, comprising: a core wire made of

copper or a copper allay; .coatin er containping palladiym, said coating layer being formed on a
curtace of said cordudbt BREBGHYS T GEBED SR LPOROHHE AR OB A e Ko Ehing siver
and palladignirsaidadiioyitayandeingafdriescd ba suddctacesafdsbin ¢ingtingd #y 612 @Rd thay0@rPa.thickness of
1 to 80nm, wherein a concentration of the silver in said alloy layer is not less than 10% and not more
than 75% by volume, and wherein of surface crystal grains in said alloy layer, the surface crystal
grains having <1119, cTyistabadientatienscanglaitaidizide gueesdaidessaityondrefdramng direatipn occupy
an areal percentage pof 60% to, 100%.. 6, The bpnding wire_for semjcanductor according to claim 4 or
5, wherein SAUTL0Y TP S PR S ORARR AL eSS ARY i SR AR 28 in said
alloy layer iSomoppessyamd. 0% and not more than 70% by volume. 7. The bonding wire for
semiconductor according to claim 6, wherein the sliver concentration in said alloy layer is not less than
20% and not more than 70% by volume. 8. The bonding wire for semiconductor according to any
one of claim 1 through claim 7, wherein a Meyer hardness of a surface of said bonding wire is 0.2GPa to

2.0GPa. 9. The bonding wire for semiconductor according to any one of claim 1 through claim 8,
wherein said core wire contains at least one of B, P and Se in a total amount of 5 to 300 ppm by mass.
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