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A method for displaying hierarchal data involves displaying information at each
level of hierarchy in a separate search frame. Several search frames (220, 240, 260)
are displayed side by side, either vertically or horizontally, providing visual
separ;tion of data between hierarchal levels. As the items are displayed in separate
fr_ames, the items at any level can be seen without getting cluttered by data from
other levels. Selecting an item in a given search frame displays data at the next
level in the next frame. To traverse the hierarchy, the user moves from one frame to
the next by clicking on the item of interest at eaéh level. A toolbar frame (202) is
provided to display. the cumulative selection of items. A rollover mechanism is
provided to reuse the frames when the number of search frames specified is less

than the depth of the search hierarchy.
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