This invention provides apparatus and nethods for causing a fluorescent

| anp drive circuit to provide a continuous drive signal over a first (high)
range of lanp intensity, and a pul se width nodul ated (PWW drive signal
over a second (low) range of lanmp intensity, with a snooth transition

bet ween continuous and PWM drive that iggunnoticeable to the user. This

I nvention al so provides fluorescent lanp circuits that include | anp
intensity control circuitry, fluorescent lanp drive--circuitry and a
fluorescent lanp, the lanp intensity control circuitry providing control
signals that cause the fluorescent lanp drive circuit to provide a
continuous drive signal over a first (high) range of lanp intensity, and a
PWM drive signal over a second (low) range of lanp intensity, with a snooth
transition between continuous and PWM drive that is unnoticeable to the
user.

Abstract Of The Disclosure
This invention'provides apparatus and methods

for causing a fluorescent lamp drive circuit to provide
a continuous drive signal over a first (high) range of

5 lamp intensity, and a pulse width modulated (PWM)} drive
signal over a second (low) range of lamp intensity,
with a smooth transition between continuous and PWM
drive.that is unnoticeable to the user. This invention
also provides fluorescent lamp circuits that include

10 lamp intenéity control circuitry, fluorescent lamp
nggive"pi:¢ui§ry and_g.fluoreseent lampf the lamp
inténsity control circuitry providing control signals
that cause the fluorescent lamp drive circuit to
provide a continuous drive signal over a first (high)

15 range of lamp intensity, and a PWM drive signal over a
second (low) range of lamp intensity, with a smooth
transition between continuous and PWM drive that is

unnoticeable to the user.
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