Met hod for p‘g Egéggpg pht hal ocyani nes Abstract The present invention
relates to ag ss for the preparation of netal -free phthal ocyani nes of
the formula | by conversion of an ortho-phthalodinitrile of the fornula | a
[err] in an inert solvent with a boilinggpoint of at |east 120[err] C (at
standard pressure) in the presence .of ammonia, in which, in formula |l or I|a,
the variabl e ﬁ#@ﬁﬁorﬁgﬁrlrgahﬁgiocwmrﬁ?s 2, 30or 4 and the Rradicals denote a
five- or six-nmenbered saturated nitrogen- conprising heterocyclic ring
optionally substituted by one or two C, -CB-al kyl groups which is bonded via
aring nitroé%‘ﬂraéffomto t he benzene ring and which can still conprise one
or two additional nitrogen atons or an additional oxygen or sulfur atom 20

whi ch conprises carrying out the conversion in the presence of an alkali
metal  hydir oXNRIBIESPRCATNERIiON FRAISE 0PGRS fer the preparation of metak-ree

phthalocyanines of the formula |
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10 by conversion of an ortho-phthalodinitrile of the formula la

CN
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in an inert solvent with a boiling point of at ieast 120°C (at standard pressure) in the
15  presence of ammonia, in which, in formula | or la, the variable n can adopt values of 1,

2, 3 or 4 and the R radicals denote a five- or six-membered saturated nitrogen-

comprising heterocyclic ring optionally substituted by one or two C;-Cg-alkyl groups

which is bonded via a ring nitrogen atom to the benzene ring and which can still

comprise one or two additional nitrogen atoms or an additional oxygen or sulfur atom,
20  which comprises carrying out the conversion in the presence of an alkali metal

hydroxide or alkali metal carbonate.



