‘A met hod and means+is described wherein servo sectors witten on a disk (or
servo sections witten on a tape) are equally spaced on a given track and
read during seek, settle and track followi ng operations. An algorithmis
used to determne the allowable tine separation between servo sectors (or
sections) on a track and | engths of associated data sections, such as data
sectors or variable length-records, that nmay be accommvobdat ed on the disk
or tape in such manner that each of the sery ectors (or sections) equally
spaced on a given track is |ocated w thin dﬂiﬂfa field of a data sector or
within an identification region or i medi ately after an address indicating
mark (such as address mark or index mark). The rate at which the servo
sector (or section) is sanpled is constant and i ndependent of the nunber
and | engths of the data sections. As a result of this independent

rel ationship, thi pagcitoibad festtut B 8at0 ReEbidmec s iRagrofverkgnded di sks
usi ng sectored servo as in conventional FBA _and also even to non-sectored
architectures, such as count-key- dat a XFEEHTUSherein the data is witten in
records of variable length, and to tape drives formatted in FBA or CKD.

A method and means is described wherein servo sectors written on

a disk (or servo sections written on a tape) are equally spaced on a

given track and read during seek, settle and track following

operations. BAn algorithm is used tc determine the allowable time

separation between servo sectors {or sections) on a track and lengths
of associated data sections, such as data sectors or variable length

records, that may be accommodated on the disk or tape in such manner

that each of the servo sectors (or sections) equally spaced on a given

tely after an address indicating mark
{such as address mark or index mark). The rate at which the servo

sector {or section) is sampled is constant and independent of the
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nunber and lengths of the data sections. As

indépendent relationship, this technique:is suitable for CLD

recording, to banded disks using sectored servo as in conventional

FBA, and alsoc even to non-sectored architectures, such as
count-key-data (CKD), wherein the data is written in records of

Fad’en)

variable length, and to tape drives formatted in FBA or CKD.



