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A fiber optic coupler is forned by providing a glass tube having a
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A fiber qptic'COupler is formed by providing a glass
tube having a longitudinal bore and first and second
funnels connecting.the bore to the ends of the tube. The
protective coating is stripped from the central portion of
two optical fibers. The first and second fibers are
threaded into the tube bore until the uncoated portions
thereof are located within the bore. The protective
coating of only one of the fibers extends into the first

- end of the bore, and the protective coating of only one of
the fibers extends into the second end of the bore. The
fibers extend beyond the tube ends. The bore diameter is
just slightly larger than the sum of the diameter of the
first fiber and the diameter of the coating of the second
fiber. The resultant tight fit of the fibers in the tube
prbmotes the retention the fibers ih parallel alignment
during the subsequent tube collapse step. The midregion of
the tube is heated, collapsed about the fibers, and drawn .
to form a coupling region.



