
There is provided a magnetic recording medium formed
on an aluminum substrate (Al-Mg alloy), provided with
texture striations and a plated layer of NiP, which
has magnetic recording medium has magnetic anisotropy
in the circumferential direction, and has a high
retentivity, a high squareness ratio, and favorable
electromagnetic transfer characteristics, a production
method thereof, and a magnetic recording and
reproducing apparatus. The magnetic recording medium
comprises at least an orientation control layer, a
nonmagnetic undercoat layer, a magnetic layer, and a
protective layer in this order on the aluminum
substrate. The orientation control layer contains any
one or more component types selected from among Co,
Ni, and Fe, and any one or more component types
selected from among W, Mo, Ta and Nb. 


