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What is claimed is: 

 

1. A seal, comprising: a ring having a peripheral wall extending 

circumferentially therearound; a first lobe attached to said peripheral wall, said first lobe 

extending circumferentially around said ring; a first sealing surface positioned on said first 

lobe, said first sealing surface extending circumferentially around said ring; at least a first 

projection extending from said first sealing surface, said first projection defining a closeable 

leak path across said first sealing surface. 

 

2. The seal according to claim 1, wherein said first lobe comprises a free edge, 

said first projection being positioned proximate to said free edge. 

 

3. The seal according to claim 1, wherein said first lobe comprises a free edge, 

said first projection being positioned distal to said free edge. 

 

4. The seal according to claim 1, further comprising at least a second 

projection extending from said first sealing surface, said second projection defining a 

closeable leak path across said first sealing surface. 

 

5. The seal according to claim 4, wherein said first lobe comprises a free edge, 

said first and second projections being positioned proximate to said free edge. 
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6. The seal according to claim 5, wherein said first and second projections are 

positioned adjacent to one another. 

 

7. The seal according to claim 5, wherein said first and second projections are 

positioned in spaced relation to one another angularly about said ring. 

 

8. The seal according to claim 7, wherein said first and second projections are 

positioned 180.degree. apart from one another. 

 

9. The seal according to claim 4, wherein said first lobe comprises a free edge, 

said first and second projections being positioned distal to said free edge. 

 

10. The seal according to claim 9, wherein said first and second projections are 

positioned adjacent to one another. 

 

11. The seal according to claim 9, wherein said first and second projections are 

positioned in spaced relation to one another angularly about said ring. 

 

12. The seal according to claim 11, wherein said first and second projections 

are positioned 180.degree. apart from one another. 
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13. The seal according to claim 4, wherein said first lobe comprises a free 

edge, said first projection being positioned adjacent to said free edge, said second projection 

being positioned distal to said free edge. 

 

14. The seal according to claim 13, wherein said first and second projections 

are positioned adjacent to one another. 

 

15. The seal according to claim 13, wherein said first and second projections 

are positioned in spaced relation to one another angularly about said ring. 

 

16. The seal according to claim 15, wherein said first and second projections 

are positioned 180.degree. apart from one another. 

 

17. The seal according to claim 1, wherein said first projection has a convexly 

curved shape. 

 

18. The seal according to claim 17, wherein said first projection has a 

hemispherical shape. 
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19. The seal according to claim 6, further comprising third and fourth 

projections extending from said first sealing surface, said third and fourth projections 

defining respective closeable leak paths across said first sealing surface. 

 

20. The seal according to claim 19, wherein said third and fourth projections 

are positioned adjacent to one another proximate to said free edge. 

 

21. The seal according to claim 19, wherein said third and fourth projections 

are positioned adjacent to one another distal to said free edge. 

 

22. The seal according to claim 19, wherein said third and fourth projections 

are positioned in spaced relation to said first and second projections angularly about said 

ring. 

 

23. The seal according to claim 19, further comprising fifth and sixth 

projections extending from said first sealing surface, said fifth and sixth projections defining 

respective closeable leak paths across said first sealing surface. 

 

24. The seal according to claim 23 wherein said fifth and sixth projections are 

positioned adjacent to one another proximate to said free edge. 
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25. The seal according to claim 23, wherein said fifth and sixth projections are 

positioned adjacent to one another distal to said free edge. 

 

26. The seal according to claim 23, wherein said fifth and sixth projections are 

positioned in spaced relation to said third and fourth projections angularly about said ring 

and said third and fourth projections are positioned in spaced relation to said first and second 

projections angularly about said ring. 

 

27. The seal according to claim 26, wherein said fifth and sixth projections are 

positioned 120.degree. apart from said third and fourth projections and said third and fourth 

projections are positioned 120.degree. apart from said first and second projections. 

 

28. The seal according to claim 1, further comprising: a second lobe attached 

to said peripheral wall opposite to said first lobe; a second sealing surface positioned on said 

second lobe, said second sealing surface extending circumferentially around said ring. 

 

29. The seal according to claim 28, further comprising at least a second 

projection extending from said second sealing surface, said second projection defining a 

closeable leak path across said second sealing surface. 

  


