
{Title cf Invention! 

WET HAND TOWEL AND METHOD FOR PRODUCING THE SAME 

5 {Technical Field) 

{0001} 

The present invention relates to a wet hand towel 

(Oshibori) which contains a composition having an antibacterial 

activity and antiviral activity, and a method for producing the 

10 wet hand towel. 

{Background Art) 

10002} 

As a wet: hand towel (Oshibori), a wet hand towel for rent 

15 based on a fiber product such as towel, or a disposable wet hand 

towel based on paper or nonwoven fabric is mainly known. Depending 

on an environment for use or storage of a wet hand towel, bacteria 

or viruses may attach to and grow in the wet hand towel. 

{0003} 

2 0 Against such bacteria or viruses, the use of paraben or 

highly-concentrated alcohol is considered, which may cause skin 

surface roughening. AccorGi.ng.iy, Patent Literature i discloses a 

disposable wet hand towel which has an antifungal effect with the 

use of an aqueous solution including e-polylysine and an alkali 

2 5 metal salt of sorbic acid. 



{Citation List} 

(Patent Literature] 

{0004} 

5 

{Summary of Invention} 

{Technical Problem} 

{0005} 

However, because the disposable wet hand towel of Patent 

10 Literature 1 may allow various kinds of bacteria and viruses to 

attach to and grow in the wet hand towel depending on environments 

for use and storage, it is desirable to have an antibacterial 

activity against various kinds of bacteria and an antiviral 

activity against various kinds of viruses. 

25 0006} 

In addition, a wet hand towel for rent is used in a rental 

destination such as a restaurant, showroom, office and beauty 

parlor, in which the wet hand towel is offered to a user. After 

the wet hand towel for rent has been used, the wet hand towel will 

2 0 be recovered and washed, followed by reused. In regards to the 

washing, the ""Guideline for sanitary treatment of wet hand towel 

etc." from the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare requires that 

the number of bacterium after the washing should be equal to or 

less than the standard value. 

25 {0007} 

However, a wet hand towel for rent is used in so various 



environments that various kinds cf bacteria or viruses iray attach 

to and prcpagate in the wet hand towel for rent. Accordingly, it 

is required that such a wet hand towel for rent have an 

antibacterial activity against not only a specific bacterium but 

5 also various Kinds of bacteria, and an antiviral activity against 

not only a specific virus but also various kinds of viruses. 

{0008} 

Here, for the purpose of acquiring 3 composition which has 

an antibacterial activity against various kinds cf bacteria and an 

10 antiviral activity against various kinds of viruses, it is 

considered that a plurality of compounds are combined, each of 

which has an antibacterial activity against a specific bacterium 

or an antiviral activity against a specific virus. However, when 

the plurality of compounds are randomly selected to be combined', 

15 the combined compounds often, react to each other or inhibit the 

individual antibacterial activity or antiviral activity. Therefore, 

it is difficult to acquire such a composition which has an 

antibacterial activity against various kinds cf bacteria and an 

antiviral activity against various kinds of viruses. 

20 {0009} 

.An object of the present invention is to provide a wet hand 

towel (Oshibori) having an antibacterial activity against various 

kinds of bacteria and an antiviral activity against various kinds 

of viruses, and a method for producing a wet hand towel, 

o 
C. -y 

{Solution to Problem} 



{0010} 

As a result of earnest investigation by the inventors,- it 

has teen found that when a specific metal oxide cluster ccrapounc, 

a specific antibiotic substance and a specific antibacterial agent 

5 are selected, these selected compounds do not react to each other, 

nor inhibit the antibacterial activities or antiviral activities 

the individual compounds have, and thus the present invention has-

been completed. 

{0011} 

10 According to the present invention, a wet hand towel 

(Oshibori) has a substrate containing a composition including 

VOSO4, Ki)H[(VO)3(SbWc033)2], / oxacillin and 5—chloro-2-

(2,4-dichloropbenoxy}phenol. 

i 0012} 

15 /iccording to the present invention, 2 method for producing 

a wet hand towel (Oshibori) f includes the steps of: preparing a 

substrate; and allowing the substrate to contain a composition 

comprising VOSOa, [ (VO) 3 (SfcWgQw) -3, Na^SbfoV^], oxacillin and 

5-chloro-2- (2, 4-dichlorophenoxy)phenol. 

2 0 (0013} 

According to the present invention, the method for 

producing a wet hand towel (Oshibori) includes the step of washing 

the substrate, wherein the step of washing is performed before the 

step of allowing to contain. 

25 

{Advantageous Effects of Invention} 



•: ooi4} 

According to the present invention, a wet hand towel having 

an antibacterial activity against various kinds of bacteria and an 

antiviral activity against various kinds of viruses, and a method 

5 for producing a wet hand towel can be provided. 

(Brief Description of Drawings) 

{0015} 

FIG. 1 is a flowchart that illustrates a process for 

10 producing a wet hand towel according to a first embodiment of the 

present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a flowchart that illustrates a process for 

producing a wet hand towel according to a second embodiment of the 

present invention. 

15 FIG. 3 is a flowchart that illustrates a process for 

producing a wet hand towel according to a. third embodiment of the 

present invention. 

{Description of Embodiments} 

20 {0016} 

Hereinafter, a description is made of a wet hand towel 

(Oshibori) and a method for producing a wet hand towel according 

to the present invention 'with reference to the drawings. According 

to the present invention, a wet hand towel has a substrate 

2 5 containing a composition including VOSO*, KuH [ (VO) 2 {SbWoO^} 2], 

NastSbWoQ^j, oxacillin and 5~chloro-2-(2,4-dichlorophenoxy)phenol. 



As a subs" r51:e cf the wet hand towel according to the present 

invention, a towel, nonwoven fabric, paper or the like may be used. 

As a material of the towel, cotton or the like is used. In 

addition, allowing the substrate to contain a predetermined amount 

5 or more of water may result in the wet hand towel. 

{0017} 

Hereinafter, a description is made of a method for 

producing a wet hand towel according to a first embodiment of the 

present invention. In the wet hand towel of this embodiment, a 

10 towel is mainly used as a substrate. In addition, the wet hand 

towel of this embodiment is a so-called wet hand towel for rent, 

that is a towel is used in a rental destination and. then the used 

towel is recovered. Moreover, washing the wet hand towel according 

tc this embodiment is performed so as to fulfill the "Guideline 

15 for sanitary treatment of wet hand towel etc." from the Ministry 

of Health, Labor and. Welfare. 

{0018} 

FIG. 1 is a flowchart that illustrates a process for 

producing the wet hand towel according to the first embodiment. 

2 0 Main washing is performed in which in a cleaning tank of a laundry 

machine are put the towel that has been used in a restaurant or 

the like and then recovered, and 5 detergent (step SI), followed 

by low speed dewatering for a predetermined period of time (step 

S2) . Here, the main washing is performed under a middle water 

2 5 level for a predetermined period of time equal to or more than 10 

minutes at a predetermined temperature (equal to or more than 



60°C) . 

{0015} 

Subsequently, first rinsing is performed for a 

predetermined period of time at. h predetermined remperal urc in 

5 which the water level in the cleaning tank is brought high 'with 

the use of clean water (step S3) , folio-wed by lev/ speed dewatering 

for a predetermined period of time (step S4) . Furthermore, second 

rinsing is performed for a predetermined period of time at a 

predetermined temperature in which the water level in the cleaning 

10 tank is brought high with the use of clean -water, along with a 

bleaching powder or sodium hypochlorite is added therein so that 

the free chlorine level reaches 250 pprr; (step Sb), followed by low 

speed dewatering for a predetermined period of time (step 36), 

{0020} 

15 Thereafter, third rinsing is performed for a predetermined 

period of time at a predetermined temperature in which the water 

level in the cleaning tank is brought niiddle with the use of clean 

water, along with an MPM composition is added therein {step S7) . 

{0021} 

2 0 Here, the MPM composition is formulated from VOSO4, 

K:iH[ {V0;3(SbWa033);:j, Nag[SbWgGs-d , oxacillin and irgasan (systematic 

name: 3-chloro~2- (2f A-diichlorophenoxy)phenol) at a predetermined 

ratio. Here, the compounding ratio of these compounds is not 

particularly limited, but in the MP!^ composition are included 

2 5 VOSO^ of preferably 0.1 to 20 rool, more preferably 4 to 8 mcl, 

Ns<4SbW?£>33j of preferably 0.1 to 30 mol? more preferably 10 to 20 

'7 



mol, oxacillin of preferably 0.1 to 30 mol, more preferably 5 to 

15 mol, and irgasan of preferably 1 mol or less, more preferably 

0.2 -mol or less, with respect to KnH[ (VO)3 (SbWgO^)2] of 1 mol. 

In addition, it is particularly preferable that V0S04/ 

5 KnH[ (VO) 3 (SbW9033) 2] , Na9[SbW9033] and oxacillin be used at a molar 

ratio of 5.5 : 1 : 17.3 : 12.5 in the order. Moreover, it -is, 

particularly preferable that the corpounding amount of irgasan be 

less than each of the compounding amounts of the other four 

conpounds, for example the conpounding amount of irgasan being 

10 around 10% of KnH [ (VO)3 {SbWciO^^] at a molar ratio. 

{0022} 

V0S04, KnH[ (VO)3 (SbWAo) 2I and Na9 [SbW9033] , which constitute 

the MPM composition, are conpounds belonging to a metal oxide 

cluster, called polyoxometalates (PM conpounds) . Here, the PM 

15 corpounds are metal oxide cluster compounds having polyacid ions, 

and each of the conpounds belonging to the PM ccopounds has its 

own bioactivity such as an antibacterial activity and antiviral 

activity, as disclosed in Literature 2 (Journal of Materials 

Chemistry, volume 15, pages 4773 to 4782, 2005, Royal Society of 

20 Chemistry) . Note that a poly acid means a metal oxide cluster 

conpound constituted by a transition metal element (such as W(VI) 

and V (V)), which has a structure in which typically 4 or 6 oxygen 

atoms are coordinated to a metal atom or the like to form a 

tetrahedron or octahedron as a basic unit, and the basic units 

2 5 couple with each other through their edges or peak points. 

{0023} 

8 



Oxacillin is an antibiotic substance exhibiting an activity 

against bacteria such as Staphylococcus aureus, as well as a 

compound showing an activity against viruses such as influenza 

5 antibacterial activity obtained can be higher than that obtained 

in case where oxacillin is used alone. In addition, irgasan is a 

compound having an antibacterial activity against common bacteria. 

{0024} 

when the MPM corrposition is dissolved in water for use as 

10 an aqueous solution, the MFM aqueous solution should be prepared 

such that each of the compounds which constitute the MPM 

composition .has a minimum effective concentration or higher. The 

conpounds of V0S04r K-iH [ (VO) 3 (SbW^Or.) ;ij, Nac[SbWoCh3j, oxacillin and 

irgasan, which constitute the MPM composition, have the 

15 concentrations in the MPM aqueous solution preferably from 1 to 50, 

from 10 to 300, from 50 to 1500, from 5 to 200 and from 0.01 to 3 

pg/niL, respectively, more preferably from 2Q to 40, from 50 to 150, 

from 500 to 1300, from 50 to 200, and from 0.1 to 1 jjg/mL, 

respectively. . In addition, the conpounds of VOSO4, 

20 KnHf {VOJr^SbW^^JfJ , Na*, [Sh^O^l, oxacillin and irgasan, which 

constitute the MPM composition, have the concentrations in the MPM 

aqueous solution particularly preferably of 25, 115, 100C, 100 and 

0.6 yc/mLf respectively. 

10025} 

2 5 In addition, as long as the MPM corrposition is at 100°C or 

lower, that is the aqueous solution as the MPM composition does 

q 



not boil, the MPM composition can maintain the antibacterial 

activity and antiviral activity, ana such activities are 

relatively stable ever; when temperature is raised. The compounds 

which constitute the MPM corrposition do not react to each other, 

5 nor inhibit the antibacterial activities or antiviral activities 

the individual compounds have. Moreover, they are safe conpounds 

so as not to cause skin surface roughening on the human body. 

Furthermore, the MPM composition is a safe compound so as not to 

accumulate in the human body. 

10 {0026} 

After the third rinsing has been completed, high speed 

dewatering is performed for a predetermined period of time (step 

£8} . This step allows the towel to contain a predetermined amount 

of 'water and further the MPM composition. In addition, after 

15 allowing the towel to contain the MPM composition, forming the 

towel into a predetermined shape will result in the wet hand towel, 

of the present invention. Here, the forming the towel into the 

predetermined, shape can be achieved through folding or winding up 

the towel. In addition, after the towel is formed into a 

2 0 predetermined shape, the towel may be wrapped with a film or the 

1 i. k.e. 

The discharged water including the MPM corrposition and the 

like drained from the cleaning tank, is collected in a treatment 

tank that performs a discharged water treatment by a 

2 5 microbiological treatment method. 



produce the wet: hand towel having sr. antibacterial activity 

against various kinds of bacteria and an antiviral activity 

^gainst various kinds cf viruses. Tn addition, with the- use of an 

5 aqueous solution rather than an organic solventr and with the use 

of the MPM corrposition, it is also possible to prevent the effect 

on the human body, such as skin surface roughening. 

{0C28} 

In addition, it Is also possible for the wet hand towel to 

10 contain at a low cost a composition having an excellent 

antibacterial activity and excellent antiviral activity. 

Furthermore, the MPM composition has also an antifungal effect, 

and thus it is possible for the wet hand towel to contain at a low 

cost a composition having an antifungal effect. Moreover, the 

15 discharged water including the MPM corrposition does not have such 

an adverse effect on microorganisms (bacteria) as to deaden them 

in the treatment tank that performs a microbiological treatment 

method. 

{0029} 

20 Note that, although in the above-mentioned first embodiment, 

the MPM composition is contained in a towel during the third 

rinsing, the MPM composition may be contained in a towel during 

any cf the steps as long as the MPM composition can be contained 

in the towel. For example, the MPM composition may be contained 

2 5 into a towel during the first rinsing or the second rinsing, or 

alternatively a towel may be immersed in the MPM aqueous solution 



inside a towel dipping tank after the high speed dewatering, in 

such a way as step S21 in FIG. 2 as described below, thereby the 

MPM aqueous solution infiltrating into the towel. In addition, a 

towel rray bo- formed rinto a predetermined shape, and then sprayed 

5 with the MPM aqueous solution or the like, thereby the MPM 

composition being contained in the towel. 

{0030} 

Next, a description is made of a method for producing a wet 

hand towel according to a second embodiment of the present 

2 0 invention. Note that in the method for producing a wet hand, towel 

according to this second embodiment, instead of a recovered towel 

used as a substrate in the first embodiment, a new towel is used. 

Accordingly, the same detailed description is omitted as that of 

the first embodiment, but a detailed description is made of only a 

15 different part. 

10031} 

A new towel is put into a cleaning tank, and prewashing is 

performed under a predetermined water level for several minutes at 

a predetermined temperature without the drum being rotated {step 

2 0 SI1). Then, a desizing agent and a refining and penetrating agent 

are put therein, and main washing is performed under a 

predetermined water level for a predetermined period of time equal 

to or more than 10 minutes at a predetermined temperature such as 

80°C (step S12), followed by cooling down for a predetermined 

2 5 period of time at a predetermined temperature such as 60°C {step 

S13) . 



i0032} 

Then, rinsing and low speed dewatering are performed, as 

indicated in step S1A to step S17, in which the treatments are the 

same as those indicated in steo S3 to step .36 in the flow chart of 

5 FIG. 1, respectively, so the description thereof is omitted. 

{0033} 

Thereafter, third rinsing is performed for a predetermined, 

period of time at a predetermined temperature in which the water 

level in the cleaning tank is brought to a predetermined level 

10 with the use of clean -water, along with Niccanon (made by Nicca 

Chemical Co., Ltd.) is added to reach 1 g/L (step S18), followed 

by high speed dewatering for a predetermined period of time (step 

SIS). 

{0034} 

15 Then, the towel that has undergone the high speed 

dewatering is taken out of the cleaning tank, and the towel' is 

dried for a predetermined period of time at 8G°C in a drying 

machine (step 20). Thereafter, the towel is allowed to contain the 

above-mentioned MPM corrposition (step S21). Here, examples of the 

2 0 method for allowing to contain the MPM composition may include, 

but not particularly limited to, a method for immersing a towel in 

an aqueous solution in which the MPM composition is dissolved, or 

a method for spraying to a towel the aqueous solution in which the 

MPM composition is dissolved. 

25 {0035} 

when the towel is immersed.,, for example, clean water and 



the MEM corrposition are put in a towel dipping tank that has a 

stirring function, and then stirred to form the aqueous solution 

in which the MPM composition is dissolved (the MPM aqueous 

solution), and subsequently the towel taken out of the cleaning 

5 tank is put in the towel dipping tank to be iirmersed. At this time, 

the compounds of V0S04, Kyfi {(VO) 2 {SbWcOsj}:], NadlSbWsQsj], oxacillin 

and irgasan, which constitute the MPM composition, have the 

concentrations in the MPM aqueous solution preferably of at least 

25, 115, 1000, '100 and 0.6 ug/rnL, respectively. In addition, the 

10 towel may be immersed with the use of a crane equipped with a jig 

for immersing a towel. Moreover, the rowel may be .immersed in the 

MPM aqueous solution with the aid of a buoyancy preventing weight 

attached to the towel. After the MPM aqueous solution has 

sufficiently infiltrated into the towel in the towel dipping tank, 

15 the towel is taken out of the towel dipping tank, lifted and left 

as it is until the MPM aqueous solution drops from the towel. Then, 

the towel is pressed with the use of a pressing machine for 

several minutes. 

(0036} 

2 0 Then, forming into a predetermined shape the towel which 

has contained the MJ?M composition, and then wrapping with a film 

the towel with the use of a wrapping machine (step S22) may 

produce the wet hand towel according to the ernbodirnsnt. Note that 

the moisture-vapor transmission rate of the film used in this 

2 5 embodiment is preferably equal to or lower than a predetermined 

value. 



The discharged -water including the MPM composition and the 

like drained from the cleaning tank, is collected in a treatment 

tank that performs a discharged water treatment by a 

microbiological treatment method. 

5 {0037} 

According to the method for producing a wet hand towel of 

this second embodiment, it is possible to produce the wet hand 

towel having an antibacterial activity against various kinds of 

bacteria and an antiviral activity against various kinds of 

10 viruses. In addition, with the use of an aqueous solution rather 

than an organic solvent, and with the use of the MPM composition, 

it is also possible to prevent the effect on the human body, such 

as skin surface roughening. 

{0038} 

15 In addition, it. is also possible for the wet hand towel to 

contain at a low cost a corrposition having an excellent 

antibacterial activity and excellent antiviral activity. 

Furthermore, the MPM composition has also an antifungal effect, 

and thus it is possible for the wet hand towel to contain at a low 

20 cost a composition having an antifungal effect. Moreover, the 

discharged water including the MPM composition does not have such 

an adverse effect on microorganisms (bacteria) as to deaden them 

In the treatment: tank that performs a microbiological treatment 

method. 

25 {0039} 

Note that the laundry machine is not particularly limited 



for use in the above-mentioned first and second embodiments. A 

laundry machine may be used that has one cleaning tank, a batch-

type laundry machine may be used that individually perforins a 

PiewashmQ, mam Wcish-Liio, rmsing unci me IIKO in a smcLle tanK., 

5 or a continuous-type laundry machine may be used that has a 

plurality of baths in parallel each for prewashing, main washing, 

rinsing and the like so as to perform laundering while moving the 

object to be laundered such as a towel among the baths. 

i0040} 

10 in addition, the processes for producing the wet hand towel 

in the above-mentioned first and second embodiment are only 

examples, and thus may be modified appropriately depending on the 

type or color of the substrate. 

{0041} 

15 Next, a description is made of a method for producing a wet 

hand towel according to a third embodiment of the present 

invention. Note that in the method for producing a wet hand towel 

according to this third embodiment, instead of a towel used as a 

substrate in the first embodiment, paper, nonwoven fabric or the 

2C like is used. 

i0042} 

First of all, a roll substrate made of paper or nonwovers 

fabrics, and a wrapping film are set on a wet hand towel producing 

machine {step S-31) . Then, the substrate is folded to a 

2 5 predetermined size by the wet hand towel producing machine, and 

the MPM aqueous solution is sprayed to the folded substrate from 

".6 



above and below (step S32) . Thereafter, the substrate is cut to a 

predetermined sice by a rotary cutter that the wet hand towel 

producing machine has (step S33), and the cut substrate is wrapped 

with CJ.G iij-iii !,stco tJ'j), with cJie result that tno nand towel 

cf the embodiment may be produced. 

{0043} 

According to this third embodiment, it is possible to 

produce the wet hand towel having an antibacterial activity 

against various kinds of bacteria and an antiviral activity 

against various kinds of viruses. In addition, with the use of an 

aqueous solution rather than an organic solvent, and with the use 

of the MPM composition, it is also possible to prevent the effect 

on the human body, such as skin surface roughening. In addition, 

it is also possible for the wet hand towel to contain at a low 

cost a corrposition having an excellent antibacterial activity ana 

excellent antiviral activity. 

{004^) 

In addition, because in the third embodiment paper or 

nonwoven fabric is used as a substrate, it. is possible to produce 

a disposable wet hand towel having an excellent antibacterial 

activity and excellent antiviral activity. Furthermore, the MPM 

composition has also an antifungal effect, and thus it is possible 

for the wet hand towel to contain at a low cost a corrposition 

having an antifungal effect. 

In addition, the wet hand towel produced through the method 

for producing a wet hand towel according to the third embodiment 



will satisfy the sanitary standard for a paper wet hand towel 

prescribed by Japan Cleansing Wipes Industry Association. 

{004 5} 

Note that the wet hand towel produced through this third 

5 embodiment may be in the form such that the substrate pieces cut 

to a predetermined size in step S33 are individually wrapped piece 

by piece, or may be in the form of so-called wet wipe such that 

the plurality of substrate pieces cut to a predetermined size in 

step S33 are stored in a package such as a bottle so as to be 

10 taken out of this package piece by piece. 

{0046} 

In order to be taken out piece by piece, it is preferable 

for the substrate to be formed into a folded or rolled shape 

suitable to be taken out piece by piece through an output port 

15 provided through the package. 

{0047} 

In addition, in each of the above-mentioned embodiments, 

the wet hand towel is allowed to contain the MPM corrposition, but 

the wet: hand towel may further be allowed to contain another 

2 0 ingredient such as a medical agent. In this case, for example,- in 

the third embodiment, the MPM aqueous solution is sprayed in which 

another medicinal solution for wet hand towel, moisturizing agent 

or the like has been further added. Examples of the moisturizing 

agent include fulvic acid, hyaluronic acid, royal jelly, glycerin 

2 5 and soybean extract. The MPM aqueous solution does not inhibit the 

effect of such another medicinal solution for wet hand towel, 



moisturizing agent cr the like, and the antibacterial activity, 

antiviral activity and antifungal efficiency of the MPM aqueous 

solution are not also inhibited by such another medicinal solution 

lor wet nana towel, moisturizing agent or the like. 

5 {0048} 

Also, in each of the above-mentioned embodiments, the wet 

hand towel is allowed to contain the MPM composition, but. soap 

such as hand soap, or a sanitary product such as a mask and cotton 

swab may be allowed to contain the MPM composition. In addition, 

10 detergents such as for residencer kitchen and cloth, which are for 

use in a lavatory, bath, kitchen, tableware, cloth or the like, 

may be allowed to contain the MPM corrposition. Moreover, a 

cosmetic product such as lotion or emulsion may be allowed to 

contain the MPM composition. Furthermore, a filter for exhaust of 

15 a car may be allowed to contain the MPM composition, and a filter 

of an air-conditioner may be allowed to contain the MPM 

corrposition. 

{0049} 

Also, the MPM aqueous solution may foe filled in a spray can 

2 0 so as to be used as an antibacterial and antiviral agent for 

residence, which is for use in, for example, a floor or wall in a 

house or the like, tiles of a table or the like installed in a 

house, and a fixture and furniture made of metal, plastic, glass, 

wood or the like in a house. In addition, the MPM aqueous solution 

2 5 iray be filled in a spray can so as to be used as an antibacterial 

and antiviral agent for kitchen, or an antibacterial and antiviral 



agent for cloth, which is fcr use in a lavatory, bath, kitchen, 

cloth, or the like. Moreover, the MPM aqueous solution may be used 

as an antifungal agent. Note that because the MPM aqueous solution 

does not irJiibit the effect of another ingredient such as a 

5 medical agent, and the antibacterial activity and antiviral 

activity of the MPM aqueous solution are not also inhibited by 

another medical agent or the like, as described above, the MPM 

aqueous solution may also be allowed, to contain such another 

medical agent or the like. 

10 (0050) 

Here, the MIC (minimum growth inhibitory concentration) of 

the MPM aqueous solution is indicated in Table 1, where the KPM 

composition is dissolved in water in which VOSO,;, 

Kv;H [ (VO) 3(SbWgOvj)2] r NaaJSbWoGrs], oxacillin and irgasan are 

15 combined at a molar ratio of 5.5 : 1 : 17.3 : 12.5 : 0.1 in the 

order. 

{0051} 



{Table 1} 

Classification Species Mi C; {ppm j 

Gram positive 
bacterium 

Staphylococcus aureus 0 -1 
Gram positive 
bacterium Streptococcus aureus Gram positive 
bacterium 

Ba ci 1 : us sub": -lis ; 
Escherichia ccli w 

Gram negative 
bacterium 

Proteus Vulgaris 
Gram negative 
bacterium Salmonella typhi 1 Gram negative 
bacterium 

Shigella dysenteriae 3 
S a1mone12 a cho1e r ae s ui s 1 

Sumycota 
Tr i chophyton f1o coosum 10 

Sumycota 
Epidermophyton floccosum 10 

Fungus 
Pecniciliium citrinum 10 

Fungus 
Candida albicans 10 

{0052} 

As indicated in Table 1, even when the concentration of the 

MPM composition included in the MPM aqueous solution is low, the 

grcwth of microorgamsms such as bacteria may be inhibited, and. 

the MPM aqueous solution has a wide antibacterial spectrum. In 

other words, the MPM aqueous solution has an activity against wide 

bacterial species. Furthermore, the MPM' aqueous solution has also 

an activity against MRSA (methiciliin-resistant Staphylococcus 

aureus). 

In addition, the MPM aqueous solution is stable as an 

aqueous solution, and thus the long tern storage is also possible. 

{Examples} 

{0053} 

Hereinafter, a more specific description is made of the 



present invention with reference to the Examples. 

[0054] 

(Test for inspection and washing of caramon bacterium} 

First of ail, a towel as a specimen was washed, dewaterea 

and rinsed with the use of a washing machine (150K washer) . The 

steps in which the washing machine was used were performed as 

indicated in Table 2. In short, a main washing was performed one 

time and a rinsing was performed three times, in each of the main 

washing and the second rinsing being added 2000 cc of sodium 

hypochlorite having a concentration of 12%. In addition, in the 

main washing were further added 1800 cc of synthetic detergent 

(Cosmo Clean) and 500 cc of TK2000 (alkaline auxiliary agent.) . In 

addition, in the third rinsing was added an MEM composition as 100 

cc of an MPM aqueous solution including 25, 115, 1000, 100 and 0.6 

lig/mL cf VOSO4, KiiH[ (VO)3(SbWfX)33}2l r Na9 [SbWoChs], oxacillin and 

irgasan, respectively, the compounding ratio cf which at a molar 

ratio was 5.5 : I : 17.3 : 12.5 : 0.2 in the order. 

(0055) 



{ i'Sbie ^ ) 

Step Time 
(minutes) 

r-s - _ ; Consumed Detergents etc. ; • amount 

Main washing 
temperature 65°C middle 

waiter level 
.1 u 

r>0aiU? , • 2000 cc nypocriiorite [aq> ; Main washing 
temperature 65°C middle 

waiter level 
.1 u 

Cosmo Clean : IBQOcc 

Main washing 
temperature 65°C middle 

waiter level 
.1 u 

TK2000 | SOOcc 
Low speed dewatering i. : 

Rinsing 1 temperature 
40°C high water level 3 : 

Low speed dewatering 1 : 

Rinsing 2 high water 
level. 3 Sodium : , : 2000cc nypocnioritei aq; ; 

Low speed dewatering 1 

Rinsing 3 middle water 
level 5 MPM aqueous 

solution lOOcc 

High speed dewatering 4 5 ; 

{0056} 

Subsequently, a Stornachere method was performed to yield an 

5 extract, which was then used as a sample. In short, into a 

sterilized polyethylene bag for Stcmachere were put one towel and 

100 ml of sterilized saline, which were treated in the Stornachere 

for approximately 3 minutes to yield an extract. As the towel used 

in the Stornachere method to yield the extract, three kinds of 

10 towels were used, including s towel just after the -washing was 

performed, a towel stored at. room temperature in a factory for one 

week from the washing, and a towel stored at room temperature in a 

factory for two weeks from the washing. In addition, for each 

condition, two specimens (towels) were subjected to the test for 



washing. 

(0057} 

Then, 1 ml of the sample was collected and diluted 10 times 

in 4 to 5 stages with the use of a sterilized saline, and 1 ml of 

5 each cf the diluted, solutions was placed onto a sterilized Petri 

dish. To this was added approxiicateiy 15 ml of a standard agar 

medium that had been previously dissolved and kept at 

approximately 45°C. The mixture was rotated and mixed gently and 

cooled to solidify, and the solidified was multilayered, with 

10 approximately 5 ml of an additional standard agar medium and 

settled. 

100581 

After the solidified 'was reversed and cultured at 35°C for 

two days, colonies occurred were counted and the number of 

15 bacterium was estimated by a calculation. The number of bacterium 

for the camion bacterium that resulted from the sample cultured in 

the Petri dish for one specimen (towel), and the number of 

bacterium for the common bacterium, that resulted from the sample 

cultured in the Petri dish for another specimen (towel) were 

2G indicated as A-l and ?,~2 in Table 3, respectively. 

{00595 

I Example 1-2} 

The same treatment as that in Example 1-1 was performed 

except that the amount of the MPM aqueous solution added in the 

25 third rinsing was 150 cc. In addition, the number of bacterium for 

the conroon bacterium that resulted from the sample cultured in the 



Petri dish for one specimen (towel) , and the number of bacterium 

for the common bacterium that resulted from the sanple cultured in 

the Petri dish for another specimen (towel) were indicated as B-l 

and B-2 in Table 3, respectively. 

5 {0060} 

{Table 3} 

Result of bacterial inspection 
[Number of common bacterium]/g 

Result of bacterial inspection 
A-1 A~2 B-l B-2 

Those brought into inspection 
institute on that day, stored at 
35°C for two days in inspection 
institute, cultured, followed by 

bacterial inspection 

72,000 91,000 58,000 47,000 

Those stored at room temperature for 
one week in factory from washing, 

then sent or brought into inspection 
institute, stored at 35°C for two 
days in inspection institute, 
cultured, followed by bacterial 

inspection 

61,000 58,000 17,000 17,000 

Those stored at room temperature for 
two weeks in factory from washing, 
then sent or brought into inspection 
institute, stored at 35°C for two 
days in inspection institute, 

cultured, followed by bacterial 
inspection 

55,000 59,000 31,000 28,000 

{0061} 

It is apparent that the more amount of the MPM aqueous 

10 solution may suppress the growth of bacterium more, as indicated 

in Table 3. In addition, it is apparent that the bacteria decrease 

in the first one week. Moreover, the growth of bacterium is hardly 

found after the two weeks. Accordingly, an activity of the MEM 

25 



composition against the common bacteria is demonstrated. 

(0062} 

(Test for inspection and washing of virus) 

{Example ] 

5 The washing, rinsing and dewatering of a towel were 

performed with the use of a washing machine in the same way as 

Example 1-1. Thereafter, an influenza virus had been sprayed to 

the towel, and 1 hour after the influenza virus had been sprayed, 

a Stornachere method, was performed to yield an extract, which was 

10 then used as a sample. 

{0063} 

Then, 1 ml of the sample was collected and diluted 10 rimes 

in 4 to 5 stages with the use of sterilized dilution water, and 1 

ml of each cf the diluted solutions was placed onto a sterilized 

15 Petri dish. To this was added approximately 15 ml of a standard 

agar medium that had been previously dissolved and kepi: at 

approximately 45°C. The mixture was rotated and mixed gently and 

cooled to solidify, and the solidified was rnultilayered with 

approximately 5 ml. of an additional standard agar medium ana 

2 G settled. 

{0064} 

After the solidified was reversed and cultured at 35°C for 

two days, the fluctuation of intercellular viral particles was 

observed through a fluorescence microscope, colonies occurred -were 

2 5 counted, and the infectious liter of virus .was estimated by a 

calculation. Ksote zhat four specimens were subjected to this 

?.6 



manipulation and the corresponding results and mean values were 

indicated in Table 4. 

{0065} 

{Example 2-2} 

5 The same treatment as that in Example 2-1 was performed 

except that the amount of the MEM aqueous solution added in the 

third rinsing was 150 cc. Note that four specimens were subjected 

to this manipulation and the corresponding results and mean values 

were indicated in Table 4. 

10 {0066} 

{Conparative Example 2-1} 

The same treatment as that in Example 2-1 was performed 

except that the MEM aqueous solution was not added in the third 

rinsing. Note that four specimens were subjected to this 

15 manipulation and the corresponding results and mean values were 

indicated in Table 4. 

{0067} 
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{Table 4} 

Specimen 
number 

Infectious 
titer of virus 

Mean infectious 
titer of virus 

1 1. 5xl03PFU/mL 

Example 2-1 
2 4xl02PFU/mL 

1.15xl03PFU/mL Example 2-1 
3 2.6xl03PFU/mL 

1.15xl03PFU/mL 

4 lxl02PFU/mL 

1 1. 5xl02PFU/mL 

Example 2-2 
2 4. 5xl02PFU/mL 

2 . 5xl02PFU/mL Example 2-2 
3 1.25xl02PFU/mL 

2 . 5xl02PFU/mL 

4 2.75xl02PFU/mL 

1 8.25xl04PFU/mL 

Comparative 2 5.75xl04PFU/mL 
7.06xl04PFU/mL 

Example 2-1 3 4.75xl04PFU/tnL 
7.06xl04PFU/mL 

4 9. 5xl04PFU/mL 

{0068} 

According to these results, an antiviral effect of the MPM 

5 conposition is demonstrated such that the mean infectious titer of 

virus when the MEM conposition is used becomes approximately 1/100 

of that when the MEM composition is not used. 

{0069} 

(Test for inspection and washing of Bacillus cereus) 

10 {Example 3-1} 

The washing, rinsing and dewatering of a towel were 

performed with the use of a washing machine in the same way as 

Example 1-1. Thereafter, based on 10 quantitative test, 10.1 

28 



bacterial solution absorption method in JIS L 1902:2008 of 

"Testing for antibacterial activity and efficacy on textile 

products", an antibacterial activity test for the towel as a 

specimen was performed. In the antibacterial activity test, one 

bacterial strain of Bacillus cereus IF013494 was used. In addition, 

the specimen was not subjected to a high pressure steam 

sterilization (121°C, 15 minutes) . Moreover, a towel was used as a 

control to which the MPM aqueous solution had not been added in 

the third rinsing. 

The numbers of living bacterium in test pieces just after 

the inoculation of Bacillus cereus and after the culture at 37°C 

for 18 hours were measured and indicated in Table 5. 

{0070} 

{Table 5} 

Bacterium 
tested Section Test 

piece 

Number of living bacterium 
per test piece 

Measurement 
-1 

Measurement 
-2 

Measurement 
-3 

Just after 
inoculation Control 1.9x10' 1.9x10' 2.0x10' 

Bacillus 
cereus 

After Specimen 1.6x10^* 
culture at 
37°C for 18 

hours Control 2.3xl06 

1.9x10^* 2.8x10*'-* 

1. 5xl0! 1.8x10s 

Control: standard textile (cotton) 

Solution for preparation of bacterial solution: 1/20 concentration 
of Nutrient Broth 

Method for measuring number of living bacterium: pour plate 
culturing method 

29 



* Bacterium that is not targeted for tesi is included 

{0071j 

{Example 3-2} 

The same test as that in Example 3-1 was performed except 

that the type cf bacterium used in the antibacterial activity test 

was Bacillus cereus IF013494 (spore), The result is indicated in 

Table 6. 

{0072} 

{Table 6} 

Number of living bacterium 
Bacterium „ . Test per test piece 

Section , —,— 
* - ' " w Me a s u r erne n t Me a s u r em e n t M ea s u r ernen t 

oust ..lei Control 1.7*10' 1.5*10* 1.9*10' 
inoculation 

So-ciliuj 

cereus After 
(spore) culture at 

37eC for 18 
hours 

Specimen 1.7*10" 1.3*10" 1.6*10' 

Control 2.8*10" I-8*10" 1.6x10" 

Centre!; standard textile (cotton) 

Solution for preparation of bacterial solution: 1/20 concentration o: 
N u t r 1 e nt B r o t h 

Method for measuring number of living bacterium: pour piste culturirK 
method 

Accordina to the results as indicated in Tables 5 and 6, an 



demonstrated such that the numbers of living bacterium of Bacillus 

cereus and Bacillus cereus (spore) when the MPM conposition is 

used can be suppressed, compared to these when the MPM corrposition 

is net usee. 

{0074} 

{Test for inspection and washing of MRSA) 

(Example 4-1} 

The washing, rinsing and dewatering of a towel were 

performed with the use of a washing machine in the same way as 

Example 1-1, and a Stornachere method was performed to yield an 

extract, which was then used as a sample. The sample was diluted 

so as to produce specimen diluted solutions (100 times, 1000 times, 

and 10000 tines diluted solutions from the specimen, which were 

prepared with 1/20 concentration of Nutrient Broth), into 10 rnL of 

•each of which 0.1 mL of a test bacterial solution was inoculated 

to produce a test solution. 

10075) 

Here, the test bacterial solution used was prepared such 

that a test bacterium (Staphylococcus aureus, IID 1677 (MRSA)) had 

been cultured in Nutrient Agar (Difco) at 37°C ± 1°C for 16 to 20 

hours, and then suspended in 1/20 concentration of Nutrient Broth 

(Difco) so as to have the number of bacterium 10£ to lOVmL. 

{0076} 

The test solution was stored at 37°C ± 1°C, and each of the 

test solutions at tne starting time, 15 seconds later, 1 hour 

later and 24 hours later was immediately diluted 10 times on a 



medium for measuring the number of bacterium, allowing the number 

cf living bacterium in the test, solution to be measured. Note that 

as the medium for measuring the number of bacterium, a SCDLP agar 

medium (rrade by Ninon Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.) was used, which 

-would undergo cultivation according to a pour plate cuituring 

method at 35°C ± 1°C for 2 days. 

In addition, the same test was performed with the use of 

1/20 concentration of the Nutrient Broth as a control. The numbers 

of living bacterium at the starting time, 1 hour later and 7A 

hours later were measured. The result is indicated in Table 7. 

{0078} 



iTable 

Ba ct. e r i um 
tested lubleci, Concentration r 

Number or living bacterium (/mi) 

tartinc 
time* 

15 . . 24 1 near seconds , . nours lat,er 

100 times 
diluted 
solution 

7.3*10* 6.0*10* 7.0x10" 1. 4*10 

MRSA 
Specimen 

1000 times 
diluted 
solution 

7.3*10'' 5.4*10'' 6.1*10' 5.0*10; 

Control 

10000 times 
diluted 
solution 

7.3*10" 6.0*10': 5.6*1 

7. 3*10'"' 

. i * i u 

6.7*10 1.0x10 

dumber of living bacterium cf control was measured just after 
inoculation of bacterial solution, this point being 
starting time 

Control: 1/20 concentration of Nutrient Ercth 
*'•*" : Net aDolicable 

:dea as 

{0079} 

As indicated in Table 1, an effect of the MPM composition 

against MRSA is demonstrated such that the nuraber of living 

um of MPvSA. whe^ t-he CC^TTDOS"' t ̂ on is used can oe 

suppressed, compared to that when the MPM composition is not used. 

{0080} 

{Measurement of discharged water) 

The discharged water indue: :he MPM composition drained 



from the washing machine used in the process like Example 1-1 was 

collected in a. treatment tank. As to the discharged water in this 

treatment tank, the individual items were measured, including the 

hydrogen-ion concentration (pri), chemical oxygen demand (COD), 

biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), suspended substance (SS), 

extractive substance in normai-hexane, number of colifonn group, 

total nitrogen, and total phosphorus. Note that the measurement 

was performed three times in total with a difference in date or 

time. The result is indicated in Table 8. 

(0081} 

{Table 8} 

(1/2) 

Result of measurement 
i ̂ em j un-i_ 

Keasuremerrc-1 j Mer2su.reKenr.-2 i Meas'urerner::-^ ; 

H y d r o g e n ~ i o n | 
concentration(pH) j 

7 . 8(21°C) 7.9 £ 14 °C) 8.0U4fiC) 

Chemical cxvaen ! ! mg/L demand COLO j 16 15 37 

Biochemical 
oxygen 
demand(BOD) 

j : 

mg/L j 4.8 1 1.7 
1 1 
1 ! 

i 
r- ~ 5.8 ; 

Suspended 
substance(SS) 

mg/L S 3 
: 

10 i 

Extractive 
substance in 
n o rm a 1 - h e x a n e 

mg /L n i Less than | ) \ -

Number of 
coliform group 

Groups 
/mL 

Not i Not | Kiot 
t 

aetected •; detected : detected 
Total nitrogen mq/L | 6.8 ! 2.0 i 2.4 

:Total phosphorus mg/L | 1.9 j 3.5 ; 10 



(2/2) 

Item J Method for measuring (weighing} 
Hydrogen-ion j l 

. . • / .. « . X k.) I,.1 j. \.J 4. J. Z. . j. concert L rat i en (ph) \ 
Chemical oxygen 
demand(COD} JIS 0102 17 

Biochemical 
oxygen 
demand{BOD) 

JIS 0102 21 and 32.3 

Suspended 
substance(SS) 

Appendix table 9, No. 59 Notification 
from Ministry of Environment in 1971 

Extractive 
substance in 
normai-hexane 

Appendix table 4, No. 64 Notification 
from Ministry of Environment in 1974 

Number of 
coliform group 

No. 1 order for Enforcement of Building 
Standards Act from Ministry of Health and 

welfare in 1962 
Total nitrogen JIS 0102 45.1 
Total phosphorus JIS 0102 46.3.1 

u* it As indicated in Table 8, the discharged water in 

5 treatment tank satisfies the environmental standard, and does not 

have such an adverse effect on microorganisms (bacteria) as to 

deaden them in the treatment tank that performs a microbiological 

treatment method. 



{Claims} 

{Claim 1} 

A wet hand towel, having a substrate containing a 

conposition conprising V0S04, KnH[ (VO)3 (SbWgO^)2] , Na9 [SbWgO^] , 

oxacillin and 5-chloro-2-(2,4-dichlorophenoxy)phenol. 

{Claim 2} 

A method for producing a wet hand towel, comprising the 

steps of: 

preparing a substrate; and 

allowing the substrate to contain a corrposition comprising 

V0S04/ K13H [ (VO) 3 {SbW9033 ) 2] , Na9[SbW9033] , oxacillin and 5-chloro-2~ 

(2,4 -dichlorophenoxy) phenol. 

{Claim 3} 

The method for producing a wet hand towel according to 

claim 2, comprising the step of 

washing the substrate, 

wherein the step of washing is performed before the step of 

allowing to contain. 
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WET HAND TOWEL AND T®HOD FDR PRODUCING THE SAME 

Abstract 

A substrate contains a composition including V0S04, 

KnH[ (VO)3 (,SbW9033)2] f Nag [SbWLO^s] , oxacillin and 5-chloro-2-(2,4™ 

5 dicbloropbenoxy) phenol. 

(No suitable figure) 
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