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COMPLETE SPECIFICATTON
Artlcle Carrier

. 'We, THE MEAD Coxromnon, a corpora-
uon organised and existing under the laws

.of - the - State, .of Ohio, United States of
- America, of 118 West First Street, Dayton 2,

Ohio, .United States of America, do hereby
declare the invention, for which we pray that
a .patent may be granted to us, and the
method by whxch it is to be performed, to be
particularly described in and by the following
statement ; —

‘This invention relates to article carners and
more particularly to carriers having multi-
ply handle panels. secured together in face.
contacting relation to form a composite medial
handle on elther side of which a plurality
of article receiving cells are formed. The
invention is more particularly concerned with
carriers of this type in which separate parti-
tioning elements are inserted and secured by
glue or other suitable means.

In our United States patent 2,537,452 a
sturdy and reliable carrier is disclosed which
is constructed of a single paperboard blank
and which is adapted to make full utilization
of paperboard from which. such a carrier pre-
ferably is constructed. This type of carrier
can be manufactured in quantity at reason-
able cost and is particularly well suited for
use with. certain articles to be packaged such,
for example, as bottled soft drinks, In a
carrier of the type disclosed in the afore-
mentioned patent, article receiving cells are
defined by relatively narrow partition strips

- - which are disposed in spaced relation on either.
35

side of the carrier handle and which are
interconnected between the handle and the
side walls.

A principal object of this invention :is to
provide an improved article carrier. wheremf
an ‘improved partitioning structure is utilized
in such a way as to afford added article
protection and which is mterrclated thh the’

[Price 45. 6]

structural elements of the carrier ‘so as to
afford added strength and, reinforcement. .-

Accordingly  there is- provided .an  afticle
carrier comprising a bottom wall,” opposed,
side walls joined to said bottom: wall. along
opposite side edges thereof, opposed end ‘walls
each comprising ‘two end wall panels joined
to the ends of said side walls and extending
transversely inward therefrom heating on the
median line of the carrier, riser panels joined
at the contiguous edges of said end wall
panels and extending medially inward of the
carrier, said riser panels having respectwely_
joined thereto in alignment with the con-
tiguous edges of said end wall panels at one
end of the carrier a pair of outer handle
panels and at the other end. of the carrier
a pair of inner handle panels, said. pair of
inner handle panels being in face contacting
relation and said pair of outer handle panels
being disposed about said inner handle panels
to form a composite handle for the carrier,
coincidental hand gripping apertures formed
in said handle. panels, and a cushlomng.
panel disposed on one side of the carrier
handle and positioned approximately midway
between the end wall panels, said cushioning
panel -being secured at,its upper portion to
the handle and ha,vxng ‘an anchoring tab
formed “along. each" side edge and .adjacent
the bottom thereof; and means fastening said
anchoring tabs to riser panels.

For a better understanding, the invention
is further described, by way of example
only, - with reference to the accompanying
drawings in which Fig. 1 is a perspective
view of an embodiment by way of example
of a setup article carrier constructed in accord-
a'iice with the invention; Fig. 2 is 2 plan
view of a blank from which the basic struc-’
ture of the carrier of Fig. 1 is: -formed ;
Fig. 3isa plan view of a blank of a. paru-

j oi ned along t he edges t hereof adjacent
. above the correspending reinforcing tab 19a handle to comon fasf€ni
on the bl ank to the Ieft o
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lie inmedi atl ey adj acent to and under - 6. An article carrier
according to any pre- neath the riser panel 23 of the blank to

the ceding claim further conprising a reinforcing left.

wi |

Li kew se, tab 19a of the blank on" tab formed integrally with one riser :'
panel thef, lie immediately below the tab respectively at each ead* *
of the c 10 17a of the blank on the right.

a medi al | }imWar dly ext endi ng end of th er VWHAT WE
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rwherel:;y partisioss parfdrintd omiemd sidab pasl 24

of the handle; Fig. 9 is a perspective view
of an alternative embodiment of the article
carrier; Fig. 10 is a plan view of a blank
from which an insert is formed for inclusion
in the carrier depicted in Fig. 9; Fig. 11

is a plan view of the basic blank used to

construct the carrier depicted in Fig. 9;
Figs.
gluing and folding whereby . the blanks
depicted in Figs. 10 and 11 ate glued and
manipulated to produce the finished carrier
depicted in collapsed form in Fig. 15 and

in setup condition in Fig. 9; and Fig. 16

is a plan view of an altemauve insert which
may be used on one side of the handle
instead of the inert depicted in Fig. 10.

With reference to the drawings and par-
ticularly with reference to Figs. 1 and 2,-

the numerals 1 and 2 designate side walls
of the carrier while the numerals. 3, 4, 5 and
6 denote end panels. End panels 3 and 4

are foldably connected with side walls 1 along

fold lines 7 and 8 respectively while end
panels 5 and 6 are foldably connected with
side wall 2 along fold lines 9 and 10, respec-
tively. Foldably joined to the bottom edge
11 of side wall 1 is a bottom flap generally
designated by the numeral 12.- Also foldably
joined along the fold line 13 to the bottom
;dge of the side panel 2 is a bottom wall 14
avin,

the end panel 3 is a riser panel in the form
of medial partmomng support element 17.
Similarly, riser panels in the form of medial
partitioning support elements 18, 19 and .20
are foldably joined along lines 21, 22 and
23 to the end panels 5, 6 and 4, respectlvely

The handle structure of the carton depicted
in Fig. 1 comprises two pairs of telescopically
arranged panels best shown in Figs. 2 and 4
and designated by the numerals 24, 25, 26
and 27. Certain numerals are apphed to

Fig. 2 and certain other numerals are shown’

on Fig. 4 to prevent crowding. The panels
24—27 are generally similar in their overall

- arrangement and therefore only one of such

65

penels will be described in detail, it being

deemed desirable to point out however that
the handle panel 24 is foldably joined to.

the handle panel 26 along the medial fold
line 28 while the handle panel 25 is foldably
joined to the handle panel 27 along the coin-

asplive 317 1wty oo 5“2& dine
€ ou 1ne an one o il
H‘ gﬁ&l $ol B 1

@ sekbad M&’blﬁednsoaaspﬁrﬁrbduteothle Nie amhedmg the/f®

12 to 15 depict various stages ‘of .

a medial fold line designated at 15.
Foldably joined along. the fold line 16 to.

isgn ttha rﬂ&I 4

anel

$posed padeb 3: Si_:haﬂgtlhﬂ
C—D is a cut line separating:p: g
strip 32 from an edge of handle “panel 24
while line D—E is a cut line coinciding with.
line 30 which separates panel 24 from panel

25. B—C s a fold line whereby the partition- -

ing strip 32 is foldably connected with handle
panel 24 while line G—H is a fold line along
which- the  partitioning strip 32 is foldably
joined with™ the side wall 1. -

For the purpose of enabling the carrief to
be readily grasped by the hand -of the person
carrying it, aperture 33 is provided in handle
panel 24 and-in addition, a flip 34 .mdy be
provided and adjoined to the handle panel 24
along fold line 35 if desired.

In similar fashion hand hold aperture 36
and’ flap 37 are provided in handle panel
25 -and “hand hold aperture 38 and ﬂap 39.
are provided in. handle panel 27.

- Additional ‘partitioning: strips 40, 41" and
42 are. provided and are mterrelated with
the other elements as described in, detail above
in connection with partitioning strip 32.

~The handle panels 24 and 26 are telescoped
over handle panels 25 and 27, when the.
carton is formed.as will bé described in
detail hereinafter.

- An auxiliary panel is provided in one of
the handle panels, 26, instead of the hand’
gripping flaps. des1gnated 34, 37 and 39 in
connection with panels 24, 25 and 27. Such
auxiliary pane] is de81gnated in the drawings
by -the numeral’ 43 and is separated from
bandle panel 26 along a cut’ line extendmg
from the point designated I to point J and
thence to points K and L. A fold line desig-
nated by the numeral 44 is provided ‘where-
by the auxiliary’ panel 43 may ‘be :folded
downwardly.

The insert depicted in Fig. 3 compnses

a cushioning panel 45 and a pair of partition- -

120

ing: panels 46 and 47 foldably joined .to
opposite edges of cushioning panel. 45 along
fold lines 48 and 49. Cut lines 50—53
define a T-shaped lower portion of cushion-
ing panel 45, wherein the projections 45a,
456 45¢ 45d constitute anchoring tabs. for
the inserts on both sides of the _handle, such
pro;ectlons bemg designated in - Figs. 4A.
and 4B. '

One insert such as is shown in F1g 3 is
folded along fold line 48 so that panel 45
overlies panel 46 as shown in Fig. 4A. The
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panel s joined at the contiguous edges of said partitioning tab so as to

provide a single
t hi ckness nedi al

20
partition for the

;. carrier,.said riser panels having

respectively.joined thereto in alignnment with
conprising a bottom
< panel S
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such: glue: apphcauon is depicted. by st1pplmg
in: Fig:: 4--which’ also shows ithe-.inserts after
theyr-are -affixed. to strips 40 and:42. Riser
panels 17 -and. 18 are folded over along fold
lines:-16 -and- 21 respectively and: are ghied
to: handlé: panels 24 and 26. Simultaneously
end panéls: 3 and 5 are swung over the side
pariels: 1 .and 2 along the-fold lines 7 and 9
respectwely During. such. folding, -partition-
ing: stnp 32 swings over along the top center
portion 1a.-of side panel 1 along the fold
line G—H. The partitioning strip 41 folds
similarly.. Since A—B is a cut fine and B—C
is- a :fold :dine, the .above :described . folding
opération causes the handle: panel.24 to over-
dap ‘the - strips 32 - of, Figure. 1 .partially as
shown. in:Fig. 5. . In similar: fashion.the corre--
spondmg .end panel-5 :and handle panel: 26
are simultaneously folded over, it being under-
stood that the opening 33 coincides generally
with :the hand gripping opening 36 and the
opening :from- which auxiliary panel 43 is
struck- overlies .and. generally coincides. with-
the--hand : gripping aperture 38. Reinforcing
tab 17a-being: above the hand gnppmg aper-:
ture 33; in "accordance with a feature of
this invention, strengthens the handle at one
of its. points of maximum stress. During the.
folding. operation, strips 32 and 41 are glued
to- the-ends 56 and 57 of panels 47 and 46,.
respectively. Also area 18a of .riser 18 is:
glued to anchoring tab: 45¢' of panel 45.

* The- next; .operation. is. depicted in Fig: 6:
and: is. effected::by -simply folding the risér’
panels - 19.-:and; 20 :along “their fold lines 22
and 23, respéctively. During this operation
part 20u. of riser ' 20'is glued to :part 455 of.
panel-45. Simultaneously reinforcing ‘tab 19a:
is- secuted ‘to ‘handle panels 27 and 26, and
materially. strengthens thé handle, . Thereafter
an application. of glue is-made to the ‘struc-.
ture;-as indicated: by stippling in Fig. 7 and:
subsequently the,-arrangement of Fig. 7:is
folded along the:medial fold lines- 28 and:
and:29. -to the : position indicated - in’ Fig.' 8.
During . this: operation -the anchoring. tab 454"

; of ene panel 45 is glued to part: 184 of iriser:

18.'on: the opposite side of riser 18 from part
45a of.the other insert. Likewise. anchoring:
tab 45¢.is glued to part 20a of: riser- 20. on-
the. side thereof. oppesite. from  part 45b: of
the -other: insert. By .this. means: & cefyter”

end wal |

opposed SI de vvaI I smw“ged to said bottom

carri-er

Jprming &) medis) parg
Etﬁ I s{dgansve

12 is secured along enhedgel pfe i)

Ef%‘ﬁaﬂ“{gﬁh g‘fﬁg jihey £ ‘E@‘f'ﬂ?

picted in Fig. 1

di
andﬁhxg ls;%gopde (:?Ce F%v%g%ﬂr :known pracuce,
notches 60, 61, 62 and 63 are -formed. in

riser panels 17,.18;:19 -and 20 respectively -

as shown in Flg 2. These notches form
holding means for ooopcraung with the
notches 64 and 65 formed in the ends of the
bottom panel 14. -‘This feature is well known
and no further. descnptxon thereof is deemed
necessaty.

The blanks as ‘shown in F1g 2 are arranged_
to be cut in nested relation from a single
sheet of material: such .as’ paperboard. For
example, the blank on the left is arranged
so that lines 20c, 20d, -and 20b coincide respec-
tively with lines 17c, 17& and 17& of the right
hand blank, - Similarly lines 19b; 194 and 19¢
of the left. hand" blank- comcnie respectively.
with the lines 18b, 184 and 18¢ of the right
hand blank. .
economy of material is effected and: adequate
cushioning between the eiid cells . of the:
carrier on opposite sides of the ;handle is

_achieved. For instance and with reference to

Fig. 7, it is apparent that when the -blank

is folded along lines 28, 29 partitioning tab

20a will fall into the’ space below the parti-
tioning tab 19¢ and with line 204 coinciding:
approximately with line 19d. In this. way
tabs 202 and 19 forni 4. single layer partition
with 19¢ being above 20a for a. portion. of
the adjacent end cells, Similar structure - is
utilized at the-other end. of the carrier.-... :

“This- particular structure is advantageous

for another reason. For example and " with:
reference to Fig. 2, it is apparént. that withi
"the left hand blank having its lines 204 and
194 in coincidence with the lines 174 and

18d of ‘the ‘right hand blank and with motion
of the blanks being from right to left or
from left to right, an ideal artangement is
provided whereby one feeder wheel of the
forming machine. may. straddle the lines 20d,

17d and the other’ wheel: may straddle the: lines
194, 184 " Thus, both .wheels will clear the
edges 196+ and . 20¢ _simultanepusly’ and will

thus maintain. ‘correct. . alignment of each
blank. In: like:fashion: both wheels will clear
the: edges -175-and :18¢:of each blank simul-
taheously and alignment is maintained-as each
blénk is.fed info and dehvered By the machme
feeder wheels, .-~

“The. medificatiofr. of: the invention ' repre-
sented” by. Figs. 9—16. is like the ' carrier

In. this mmanner substantial.

panel s and extending nedially
at 80 Hwar-d—of
one end t hereof. _

8. An article carrier

the contiguous edges of said end wall
3 at one
SHE—6H8P6 dges t hereof,

end wal | s

IIs and

rggly inward
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and a secured at its ends to the riser

cushioning panel

tures fornmed in said handl e panels,
panel s, a
partiti_ni ned
and positioned apprOX|nater
35 nidway between the end wal
partitioning tab 95

upper on one rjser panel
the handle a

dlsposed on one side of the

panel s, ‘said extendi ng ends-th
cushi oni ng panel being secur echd
at each end of ¢ rrier

on 1ol figl TBG é&éﬁ?@h GBS Ber Rl 23 ht@ lh%ﬁ asr a
panel at the cor rﬁ%ﬂt’oﬁlm@i 9—16 * the -partition aﬁbsaqegtne&e&@g sl tﬁgﬁip&ﬁ?i# @nd %
means fasten- erdd 4, 4tlh%!!dc‘érm ehmg%sedas Statedp riapeqdd@ndatlosma jeted -in - Fig. 15.40Q o
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each end of 100 gepicted in Figs. 9—16.a Sdnll 47)
the carrier al ong&w cainsehte agh afl tRoddpicen anFlgt he and 20. -
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is -provided w1th a p todif
ummmekel
d 69 of the partmonmg panels 46 and 4
respecnvely
‘In’ “order. to form the -completed carrier
depicted in :Fig.
in Figs. 10 and 11, the first step constitutes

folding the partitioning -panel 47 along. the

f(;ld line 70 underneath the cushioning panel
4
glue flap 67 to swing underneath the other
elements of the insert as depxcted inFig. 10.

When the insert is so folded it is then secured-

in position as depicted in F1g 12 by slmply

affixing - the end designated at 71 of
cushioning panel 45 ‘to the area generally
designated at 72 of the handle panel: 25. In

like fashmn, the same aréa 71 of ‘the other
insert is giued to the area 73 of ‘handle panel

27.- The glue flaps 66 and 67 of -each msert
are secured to the adjacent side walls, such
as 1 and 2. Thereafter, the structure- appears
as depicted in Fig. ‘12, -

While. glue is being applied to the inserts,
glue is- also being. applied .to the blank of

Fig. 11 as shown by stippling-in Fig. 12

which - depicts the inserts in- place.

Riser panels 17 and 18 -are swung over
panels 24 and 26 along fold lines 16 and
21-and are thus glued to the handle panels.
The end panels 3 and 5 are swung about the
fold lines 7 and 9. This operation causes
the area 18a of riser panel 18 to be secured
to anchoring tab 45a of cushioning insert 45.
Upon' completion of -this folding operation
the blank: appears as depicted in Fig. 13. As
before,. the riser panels 19: and 20 are then
folded over: the - handle panels 27 and 28

~ and: secured ‘thereto. This folding operation
50

causestheamaZOaafnsapanelZOtobe
secured to anchoring tab 45b of the insert
secured to side wall 1. Area 19a then overlies
the hand gripping holes. The carrier then
uppears as depicted in Fig. 14. Glue is then
applied as indicated by stippled areas. depicted
in Fig. 14. The parts are then folded along
the medtal fold lines 28, 29 and the bottom
panel 14 is folded over “on itself along the

fold line 15. ‘The glue flap 12 is thus secured:
" to an ‘edge of ‘the bottom panel ‘14 and the
other parts are secured together as. already-

explained: This opera
anchoring tab 45d to become glued to the
projecting  portion 18a) of riser panel 18,

Simultaneously the projecting portion 20z of

Sgggs oﬁmgék
ﬂade

¢ from the blanks depicted

‘Of course, such operation causes the

tion also causes the-

gwgl,be.

the bottle in the cell on. the other side of
the handle due to the fact that two cushion-
ing panels 45 are in face contacting relation

10 each other. It may not be necessary to

provide -a: double wall thickness at this point.

Tt -such- be -thé case, the structure depicted

at Fig. 16 may be. utilized on one side of the
handle while the “arrangement ‘depicted in

Fig. 10 may be used on the other side ‘of the -
handlé. For example, in Fig. 16 anchoring

structure generally designated by the numeral
75-may be provided with a struck -out parti-

tioning panel 76 which is foldably joined -
the. along line 77 to -anchoring structure 75.

Partitioning panel 76 is-also provxded with a
glue ﬂap 78 ‘which js foldably joined to the
partition 76 along fold Line 79.

with a glue flap 81 which is-foldably’ joined
to panel 80 along fold line 82. Panel 80:is

generally ‘joined to the anchoring structure'

75 along fold- line 83.
With reference: to F1g 12 the structure

: eplcted in Fig. 10 may be secured to one

sidé” of “the' darton 'suchas to the side wall
1 as already explained. Thereafter, the struc-
ture depicted in Fig. 16 may be secured to
the other side of ‘the carton. - To this end
the uppeér edge portion 84 of the anchoring
structure 75 may be secured to the lower
edge 73 of the handle panel 27. Simultane-
ously the glue flaps 78 and 81 are affixed
1o the side ‘wall 2.

Subsequent foldmg operanons are 1dent1cal
to those -described above in connection with
ths 5—8 inclusive and as already described
in connection with Figs. 12—15 mcluslve

From the above' déscription, it is apparent
that, by virtue of the T-shaped cushioning
panel adjoining the riser- panels at each end -
of the carrier, a_sturdy center keel is pro-
vided which greatly increases the strength and
durability of the carrier. In like fashion, the
reinforcing tabs which are formed on the inner
edges of some of the riser panels greatly add
to the strength and studiness of the: handie

_ at its’ Fomts of maximum stress. An examina-

the basic blank as depicted for example
m Fig 2 and in Fig 11 shows that the
reinforcing tabs ‘174 and 19 are provided
without any additional material because the
structure of the blank for example as shown

in Figs. 2 and 11 will nest with an ad)aoent :
‘blank.: For éxample and with reference to

In -like:
fashion, a- partitioning "pane] 80 is provided:
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45 one side of the handle and in which a part-
wal | panels, said 105 tinning panel is foldably joined to
each side cushioning panel being secured at its upper edge of
~said cushioning panel and secured portion to the handle and having an :
*anchors ° . . to a different one of said strips. ing tab
formed al ong each side edge and 3. Acarrier according to
Caiml in which adjacent the bottomthereof, and neans fasten- ;
"50. a partitioning panel is ol dahjopg49i ned to ing said anchoring tabs to
sai d™71 sgir : agsl ;inl% J.fJ.U gk, Eeggqr; sTae S_’age of” 521 g cushioni ng
cpanel anl&. 2 Ge ¢ ?Y‘g{%ﬂ agst sy Feaﬁq?gf ing thElei # wherein
Socur e . g e, S e B R RC S B ot oronce
t0 and abd® thé corresponding reirdorfingUfaBl 194 Y hidfile A tonflof -fagsﬂﬁiﬁé MhittGre GRLded ON sai d
Jstyeimn 3 nomt the blagk rsfi. n8pckitadwWi7aglso  to the handle and to saifi @ushiomleg whelt he6handl e.

54un 5 not the bisek entimristt. "okl Tagse
s 4 B e Aonte e

m dway between the end

nforcin,

pair of Rpagad.en
spanel s athe 1ol del ihmedididy 64w theStall € regifectivll® at each end of

Qi BUthe bla

‘Agent 40 17a of the blank on the right.

(e

15

5

35

45

55

60

WHAT WE CLAIM 1S:—

1. An article carrier comprising a bottom
wall, opposed side walls joined to said bottom
wall along opposite side edges thereof, opposed
end walls each comprising two end wall panels
joined 10 the ends of said side walls and
extending transversely inward therefrom,

. meeting on the median line of the carrier, riser

panels joined at the contiguous edges of said
end wall panels and extending medially
inward of the carrier, said riser panels having
respectively joined thereto in alignment with
the contiguous edges of said end wall panels
at one end of the carrier a pair of outer
handle panels and at the other end of the
carrier a pair of inner handle panels, said
pair of inner bandle panels being in face
contacting relation. and said pair of outer
handle panels being disposed about said inner
handle panels to form a composite handle for
the carrier, coincidental hand gripping aper-
tures formed in said handle panels, and a
cushioning panel disposed on one side of the
carrier handle and positioned approximately
midway between the end wall panels, said
cushioning panel being secured at its upper
portion to the handle and having an anchor-
ing tab formed along each side edge and
adjacent the bottom thereof, and means fasten-
ing said anchoring tabs to riser panels.

2. A carrier according to Claim 1 in which
a pair of spaced partition strips are intercon-
nected to a side wall and to the handle to
form a plurality of article receiving cells on
one side of the handle and in which a parti-
tioning panel is foldably joined to each side
edge of said cushioning panel and secured
to a different one of said strips.

3. A carrier according to Clainr 1 in which
a partitioning panel is foldably joined to

- each side edge of said cushioning panel and

secured to the adjacent side wall to form
a plurality of article receiving cells on said
one side of the handle.

4, A carrier according to Claim 1 or Claim
3 in which a pair of spaced partitioning
panels are secured to the other side of the
handle and to the other side wall to form
a plurality of article receiving cells on said
other side of the carrier. :

adatrf &
a medially inwardly extending end of the riser
panel, each reinforcing tab extending above
said hand gripping epertures and being
secured to at least one of said bandle panels.

7. An article carrier according to any pre-
ceding claim, wherein a partitioning tab is
formed integrally with each of the riser panels
at one end of the carrier and wherein one
partitioning tab is disposed above the other
partitioning tab so as to provide a single
-thickness medial partition for the carrier at
one end thereof.

8. An article carrier comprising a bottom
wall, opposed side walls joined to said bottom
wall along opposite side edges thereof, opposed
end walls each comprising two end wall panels
joined to the ends of said side walls and
extending transversely inward therefrom,
meeting on the median line of the carrier,

riser panels joined at the contiguous edges of

said end wall panels and extending medially
inward of the carrier, a multiple-ply handle
secured at its epnds to the riser panels, a
partitioning tab formed integrally with each
of said riser panels at the medially inwardly
extending ends thereof, the partitioning tab
on one riser panel at each end of the carrier
being disposed above the partitioning tab on
the other riser panel at the corresponding
end of the carrier so as to provide a single
thickness medial partition at each end of
the carrier along at least a portion of the
inward edges of said riser panels, and =
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cushioning panel disposed on one side of the = -~

carrier handle and positioned approximately
midway between the end wall panels, said
cushioning panel being secured at its upper
portion to the handle and having an anchor-
ing tab formed along each side edge and
adjacent the bottom thereof, and means fasten-
ing said anchoring tabs to said riser panels,
9. An article carrier substantially as herein-
before described with reference to and as
shown in the accompanying drawings. -
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handl e and to the ot her
a plurality 'of article receiving cells on said
side of the carrier.
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Fig. 2, the tab 17a of the blank will nest
into an adjacent blank on the lefr side
thereof by lying alongside and immediately
above the corresponding reinforcing tab 19a
on the blank to the left. Such tab 17a also

will lie immediatley adjacent to and under-

neath the riser panel 23 of the blank to the
left, Likewise, the tab 19a of the blank on
the left will lie immediately below the tab
17a of the blank on the right.

WHAT WE CLAIM 1S:—

1. An article carrier comprising a bottom
wall, opposed side walls joined to said bottom
wall along apposite side edges thereof, opposed
end walls each comprising two end wall panels
joined to the ends of said side walls and
extending transversely inward therefrom,
meeting on the median line of the carrier, riser
panels joined at the contiguous edges of said
end wall panels and extending medially
inward of the carrier, said riser panels having
respectively joined thereto in alignment with
the contiguous edges of said end wall panels
at one end of the carrier a pair of outer
handle panels and at the other end of the
carrier a pair of inner handle panels, said
pair of inner handle panels being in face
contacting relation ‘and said pair of outer
handle panels being disposed about said inner
handle panels to form a composite handle for
the carrier, coincidental hand gripping aper-
tures formed in said handle panels, and a

- cushioning panel disposed on one side of the

carrier handle and positioned approximately
midway between the end wall panels, said
cushioning panel being secured at its upper
portion to the handle and having an anchor-
ing tab formed along each side edge and
adjacent the bottom thereof, and means fasten-
ing said anchoring tabs to riser panels.

2. A carrier according to Claim 1 in which
a pair of spaced partition. strips are intercon-
nected to a side wall and to the handle to
form a plurality of article receiving cells on
one side of the handle and in which a parti-

tioning panel is foldably joined to each side

edge of said cushioning panel and secured
to a different one of said strips.

3. A carrier according to Claim 1 in which
a partitioning panel 1s foldably joined to
each side edge of said cushioning panel and

secured to the adjacent side wall to form

a plurality of article receiving cells on said
one side of the handle.

4, A carrier according 1o Claim 1 or Claim
3 in which a pair of spaced partitioning
panels are secured to the other side of the
handle and to the other side wall to form
a plurality of article receiving cells on said
other side of the carrier.

to form
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5. A carrier deccording to Claim 4 wherein
said pair of partitioning panels are foldably
joined along the edges thereof adjacent the
handle to common fastening structure secured
to the handle and to said cushioning panel.

6. An article carrier according to any pre-
ceding claim, further comprising a reinforcing
tab formed integrally with one riser panel
respectively at each end of the carrier at
a medially inwardly extending end of the riser
panel, each reinforcing tab extending above
said hand gripping apertures and being
secured to at least one of said handle panels.

7. An article carrier according to any pre-
ceding claim, wherein a partitioning tab is
formed integrally with each of the riser panels
at one end of the carrier and wherein one
partitioning tab is disposed above the other
partitioning tab so as to provide a single
thickness medial partition for the carrier at
one end thereof.

8. An article carrier comprising a bottom
wall, opposed side walls joined to said bottom
wall along oppeosite side edges thereof, opposed
end walls each comprising two end wall panels
joinéd to the ends of said side walls and
extending transversely inward therefrom,
meeting on the median line of the carrier,
riser panels joined at the contiguous edges of
said end wall panels and extending medially
inward of the carrier, a multiple-ply handle
secured at its ends to the riser panels, a
partitioning tab formed integrally with each
of said riser panels at the medially inwardly
extending ends thereof, the partitioning tab
on one riser panel at each end of the carrier
being disposed above the partitioning tab on
the other riser panel at the corresponding
end of the carrier so as to provide a single
thickness medial partition at each end of
the carrier along at least a portion of the
inward edges of said riser panels, and a
cushioning panel disposed on cne side of the
carrier handle and positioned approximately
midway between the end wall panels, said
cushioning pane] being secured at its upper
portion to thé handle and having an anchor-
ing tab formed along each side edge and
adjacent the bottom thereof, and means fasten-
ing said anchoring tabs to said riser panels.

9. An article carrier substantially as herein-
before described with reference to and as
shown in the. accompanying drawings.
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