23 May 2006 -1 "Client-Driven Method and System for Effecting Paynent for
Goods and/or Services" Field of the Invention The present i maevky anos
relates to a client-driven nmethod and systemfor effecting 5 paynent for
goods and/or services. Mre particularly, the client-driven nethod and
systemis capabl e of managi ng paynent fdr- goods and/or services provided
by multiple suppliers to nultiple purchasers. Background Art Cash fl ow
managenent “b I.SSUE, i St Si.n pafr.ticl ]
busi nesses— @IV a pm for Effecting Rayiment Jor, Goods, and/or , nt s
for pronptgppMpeest, and/or |arge orders, taking advantage of these offers
requires monitoring of deadlines and anticipation of requirenents in
advance. Accordingly, few businesses, particularly small businesses, are
in a positERidiof théhfvéafticit age of such offers. In addition to

organi sational 1ssues, many small businesses sinply 15 do not have funds
readily avail able to take advantage of such offers nade by suppliers. One
potenti al ' t; LS et [ £ L

Paci 11ty arde Arestht BuGROR, kit b o bidiidrian, Moo 1 sphteh Bl icqing,
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DI NERS CLUB, .20 have associated therewith i ncentive schenes designed to
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of inter eSlByHﬁﬁpl@%h?ﬂ@bﬁstéﬁ%%%ﬁm{a@e@i nts that may |ater be traded for

goods and services of val ue. ver, inefficient use of credit facilities
can be costly so many businesses are wary of using such and do not receive

the full bBQERQFatﬂ{d APe incentive schemes.

Cash flow management is an issue in most businesses, particularly small

10 businesses. Whilst suppliers of goods and services commonly offer discounts for
prompt payment, and/or large orders, taking advantage of these offers requires
monitoring of deadlines and anticipation of requirements in advance. Accordingly,
few businesses, particularly small businesses, are in a position to take advantage
of such offers. In addition to organisational issues, many small businesses simply

15 do not have funds readily available to take advantage of such offers made by
suppliers.

One potential solution to cash flow difficulties is the use of a credit facility and
many credit facilities, particularly credit cards such as those offered under the
trade marks AMERICAN EXPRESS, VISA, MASTERCARD or DINERS CLUB,
20 have associated therewith incentive schemes designed to encourage the use of
such. These incentive schemes commonly take the form of interest free periods
and/or reward points that may later be tfraded for goods and services of value.
However, inefficient use of credit facilities can be costly so many businesses are
wary of using such and do not receive the full benefit of the incentive schemes.

25 Cash flow difficulties are equally important from the perspective of the supply of
goods andfor services. Considerable supplier resources are commonly

consumed in chasing up a large number of relatively small debts.



25 Cash flow difficulties are equally inportant fromthe perspective of the
supply of goods and/or services. Considerable supplier resoucdsyao@
commonly consuned in chasing up a |arge nunber of relatively small debts.
23 May 2006 -2 It is one object of the Egesent i nvention to provide a
custoner-driven paynent nethod capabl e~ of at |east substantially
overcom ng the aforenenti oned praoblens. Throughout the specification,

unl ess t helt ddRnexebieetarf thes PerEY ineantiophle prsvifle 8 cusiamer-geven Paymianit i ons
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any ot her probiges. or group of integers. The precedi ng di scussion of the
background to the invention is intended to facilitate an understandi ng of

the present invention. However, it should be 10 appreciated that the

di scussi onThipughbuiathea GOt AITE N@IEsD thaGonkSit orequites @ngrwisd, tHeewsageri al
referred to was part of the conmon general know edge in Australia as at
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be perf or nany tiheaintsgergregrenp of integdre. net hod conprising the steps of:

agreeing with a supplier terms of supply for the supply of goods and/ or
services; receiving details of an order for goods and/or services froma

first 20 The qreseding! diseubsion foftthe bagkyroend toettsl Wvemtidat isi Irteredechtio or der
for goods and/or services froma_ second . . .
facilitate an understanding of the present invention. However, it should be
10 appreciated that the discussion is not an acknowledgement or admission that any
of the material referred to was part of the common general knowledge in Australia

as at the priority date of the application.
Disclosure of the Invention

In accordance with a first aspect of the invention there is provided a client-driven
15 method of effecting payment for goods and/or services to be performed by a
single entity, the method comprising the steps of:

agreeing with a supplier terms of supply for the supply of goods and/or
services;

receiving details of an order for goods andfor services from a first
20 purchaser placed with the supplier;

receiving details of an order for goods and/or services from a second
purchaser placed with the supplier;

drawing on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the
second purchaser; and

25 paying the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered by the
first purchaser and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of



purchaser placed with the supplier; drawing on a credit facility of the
first purchaser and a credit facility of the second purchaseMapdo@b
payi ng the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered by the
first purchaser and second purchaser in_,accordance with the terns of 23 My
2006 -3 supply using noney drawn from fRe respective credit facilities of
the first purchaser and second purchaser. Preferably, the method includes
the step of agr®bhyuginghmeney siigwnifeamithe resperlivef crediigaeilitiesef theedrst

agreeing with t élég}l' r | t and/or rebate for 5 paynent of
the invoice wt |ﬁﬁa prdé-gje ég'lrarrﬁa edrérgéeg#}lp‘od. More preferably, the

predeterm ned period is 7 days. Preferably, the anount drawn fromthe

credit fachli ' I s .equal t. e nt_of the_ order
ol aced by TieBpe o el oRules 88 Sfor Bt A Pino P s I e g
payment; asupply ihdladesmagrbeidgawithl tEmsubglier o b Haeblnt Yanefort Rsbat® fecond
purchaser is equal to the anmpunt of the order placed by the second

pur chaser ReyneHof phedvokenwiiin o rredetermingd peficgti ng payment. Preferably,
the nethod further conprises the steps of: accepting an authorisation from
the first purchaser to draw on a credit facility of the first purchaser on
behal f of Mpee preferabpuinmpredeteraiagdperiad iscedpys.ng an aut hori sation from

t he second purchaser to draw on a credit facility of the second purchaser
on behalf of the second purchaser. Preferably, the method includes the
further stRyeferablyotsoamennt sigawn éronu iscredifacility rob the fiest puehiasef scequaly of
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for facilitating payment; and/or the amount drawn from the credit facility of the

10 second purchaser is equal to the amount of the order placed by the second
purchaser and the predetermined fee for facilitating paymeht.

Preferably, the method further comprises the steps of:

accepting an authorisation from the first purchaser to draw on a credit facility
of the first purchaser on behalf of the first purchaser; and/or

15 accepting an authorisation from the second purchaser to draw on a credit
facility of the second purchaser on behalif of the second purchaser.

Preferably, the method includes the further step of consolidating the funds drawn
from the credit facility of the first purchaser and the credit facility of the second
purchaser.

20 Preferably, the method also includes the steps of:

issuing a rebate to the first purchaser, the rebate equating to a predetermined
portion of the total of any discount and/or rebate offered by the supplier as
part of the terms of supply; and/or



20 Preferably, the nethod al so includes the steps of: issuing a rebate to
the first purchaser, the rebate equating to a predeterm ned Jxauayaoo®f the
total of any discount and/or rebate offered by the supplier as part of the
terms of supply; and/or 23 May 2006 -4 issuing a rebate to the second
purchaser, the rebate equating to a pr‘é’d‘et erm ned portion of the total of
any di scount and/or rebate offered by the supplier as part of the terns of
suppl y. Pref desiing, at hebatet lvdthel second| puebases thepebete equadiogi ¥dng from
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second purchaser, as appropriate, o need to make such a paynent,
prior to the date by which paynent on the 10 credit facility nust be nade

More pref epadibably, e FRitheWalsbGheldess tHeestspgpi:0f reconciling entries
recorded on the credit statenent against paynents nade on behalf of the

first and/ or second  purchaser, as appropriate. Preferably, the credit

facility of tieeilirigStorR4hE RS Purdidep skgﬁ’d fcAgbes i :
second pur charse(ral I a0 credit ?ard fgc:ép'?l/{&ﬁs reb%rcg]?er a%lxglgltt%%%m%rgit
card facility has an interest free period and/or |oyalty schene associ ated
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there is pro system’of nmana paynent for goods and/ or Services
conpri si ng: 40diaafedrist thpwredibstaterasntigned first purchasing conputer in data
conmmuni cation with

reminding the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, as appropriate, of the
need to make such a payment, prior to the date by which payment on the
10 credit facility must be made

More preferably, the method includes the step of reconciling entries recorded on
the credit statement against payments made on behalf of the first and/or second
purchaser, as appropriate.

Preferably, the credit facility of the first purchaser and/or the credit facility of the
15 second purchaser is a credit card facility.

More preferably, the credit card facility has an interest free period and/or loyalty
scheme associated therewith.

In accordance with a second aspect of the present invention there is provided a
system of managing payment for goods and/or services comprising: |

20 a first purchaser using a first purchasing computer in data communication with
a facilitator computer;

a second purchaser using a second purchasing computer in data
communication with the facilitator computer; and



a facilitator conputer; a second purchaser using a second purchasing
conputer in data comunication wth the facilitator conputer23xdad28® My
2006 -5 a supplier using a supplier conputer in data conmunication with the
facilitator .computer; wherein the facilitator conputer: agrees with the
supplier conputer as to the terns of supply for the supply of 5 goods

and/ or services; receiyes detahls of an order placed with the supplier for

goods and/ or 3&HPPYELISINGASURPligrfompytist IndRlacammynication with, the deelitater

details of anc(%ﬁ,glrer;pl aced with the supplier for goods and/or services
sent by the seco pur chasi ng conmputer; 10 draws on a credit facility of
the first purchaser and a credit facility of the second purchaser; and

pays the S%@kéiﬁ&hé@cilﬁéﬁgpégﬁ‘@gt ne goods and/or services ordered by the
first purchaser ‘and second purchaser in accordance with the terns of

supply using noney drawn fromthe respective credit facilities of the
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agrees W th tdsodsam/beseroigeput er on a di scount and/or rebate for paynent

of the invoice within a predeterm ned period. Mre preferably, the
predeterm ned period is 7 days. 20 Preferably, the facilitator conputer
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sent by the first purchasing computer;

receives details of an order placed with the supplier for goods and/or services
sent by the second purchasing computer;

10 draws on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the
second purchaser; and

pays the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered by the first

purchaser and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of supply using

money drawn from the respective credit facilities of the first purchaser and
15 second purchaser.

Preferably, in agreeing with the supplier computer as to the terms of supply, the
faciiitator computer agrees with the supplier computer on a discount and/or rebate
for payment of the invoice within a predetermined period.

More preferably, the predetermined period is 7 days.
20 Preferably, the facilitator computer also:

draws from the credit facility of the first purchaser an amount equal to that of
the order placed by the first purchaser and a predetermined fee for facilitating
payment; and/or '



the order placed by the first purchaser and a predeterm ned fee for
facilitating paynent; and/or 23 May 2006 -6 draws fromthe crediaf 20ecility
of the second purchaser an anmount equal to that of the order placed by the
second purchaser and the predetermned fge for facilitating paynent.
Preferably, the facilitator corrputer al’sb? 5 accepts an authorisation from

the first purchaser, through the first purchasing conputer, to draw on a
credit facil |@'@V\f§ffr@rﬁéhﬁlqr%¢t iasiibnat the sacopgaurenaseransamonst eqyalie hater ;
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second purchasing co 0 draw on

pur chaser on fatiitdtielggldynedntt he second purchaser. Preferably, the
facilitator conmputer consolidates funds drawn fromthe credit facility of
the first purchaser and the credit facility of the second purchaser.

Pr ef er abl yPréfbﬁab‘[ﬁcthdaWé@ﬂtg{or@@m&@rralsa ssues a rebate to the first
purchaser, the rebate equating to a predeterm ned 15 portion of the total

of any discount and/or rebate offered by the supplier as part of the terns
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equating to a predetermned portion of the total of any scount and
rebat e of f er eePrBguilehdo dsawsin @ cregit fpaility offthe Hiesttpsirelassir anupghalf. ofabe flrst

Preferably, t l r conmputer: receives fromthe first purchaser
and/ or secona‘gliar E’%%asé{?&‘/%?hr ough their respective purchasing conputer, an

el ectronic copy of a credit statenent;
accepts an authorisation from the second purchaser, through the second
purchasing computer, to draw on a credit facility of the second purchaser on
10 behalf of the second purchaser.

Preferably, the facilitator computer consolidates funds drawn from the credit
facility of the first purchaser and the credit facility of the second purchaser.

Preferably, the facilitator computer:

issues a rebate to the first purchaser, the rebate equating to a predetermined
15 portion of the total of any discount and/or rebate offered by the supplier as
part of the terms of supply; and/or

issuing a rebate to the second purchaser, the rebate equating to a
predetermined portion of the total of any discount and/or rebate offered by the
supplier as part of the terms of supply.

20 Preferably, the facilitator computer:

receives from the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, through their
respective purchasing computer, an electronic copy of a credit statement;

records the date by which a payment on the credit facility must be made as
indicated by the credit statement; and



records the date by which a paynent on the credit facility nust be nade as
indicated by the credit statenent; and 23 May 2006 -7 rem nds2itMay oot

pur chaser and/ or second purchaser, as appropriate and through their

pur chasi ng conputer, of the need to make, such a paynent, prior to the date
by whi ch paynent on the credit facility ‘n"ust be nmade. Preferably, the
facilitator conputer reconciles entries recorded on the credit 5 statenent
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and/or loyalty 10 schene associated therewith. Brief Description of the
Drawings Figure 1 is a schematic representation of a first enbodi nent of

t he presenpreferabint iven faclitaldry cafifbier Srebatile® Bnirfesa redhea@tdre the credit
representation of a second enbodi nent of the present invention. Figure 3

i s a schendiatemeripgaiesitiaymantsmade e bghalfebthentinst apd/or second purghaser,
i nventi On'aslsaﬁbr%'ﬁ"riﬁted' is a schematic representation of a fourth enbodi nent
of the presen rnvention. Best Mde(s) for Carrying Qut the Invention

Preferably, the credit facility of the first purchaser and/or the credit facility of the
second purchaser is a credit card facility.

More preferably, the credit card facility has an interest free period and/or loyalty
10 scheme associated therewith.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Figure 1 is a schematic representation of a first embodiment of the present

invention.



A first enbodi ment of the present invention will now be described, by way
of exanple only. The enbodinent is ained at facilitating thesefhycoent
paynent for 10 goods and/or services ordered on behalf of a first purchaser
10 and a second purchaser 12. It shoul d, be appreci ated that the scope of
the present invention is not to be limted by the discussion of the

enbodi nent. For exanple the present invention may involve any nunber of
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financi al ingsttigruti on 16, such as -a bank. The financial institution 16 used
by the first purchaser 10 may be different to the financial institution 16
used by the second purchaser 12. The credit facilities 14 used by both the

first and sigornd RIECBaRshald reprdsBAtlionass Acinde8nbbealrhtt B &k idh éfff]rﬁ
free period and a loyalty schene. The loyalty 20 schene operates s t hat

benefits alﬂﬁe@ﬁtflﬂ ued through use of the associated credit facility. The
first purchaser 10 and the second purchaser 12 communicate with a
facilitator 18. The first purchaser 10 and the second purchaser 12,

r espect $veFigurepMatsea snhesraiic2mepresenjatinrs ofird faurths embockmeni oh thelepresent
famhtatoh éﬁ(ﬁ,{] optionally, the 25 name of the supplier 22 from whom
t he goods ¥a'S - services are to be obtained. The facilitator 18
consolidates the orders 20. 23 I\/ay 2006 -9 If the first and second

pur chaser 2 t ed | ir.ord 20 the nane of the supplier 22
from Wnom%%%t @898?5\5395%%'“959 %‘é ealpgepﬁoge obtained, the facilitator 18
pl aces the consolidated order 24 with that supplier 22 and negotiates the
terns of s heeter i ncl ud dlscount ont f _the quantity
of 5 the dhdtst smbaRienahine ayesart) uS Ao iAoy BE <iFcRednby (vay 4G o
payment. example only. The embodiment is aimed at facilitating the efficient payment for
10 goods and/or services ordered on behalf of a first purchaser 10 and a second

purchaser 12. It should be appreciated that the scope of the present invention is

not to be limited by the discussion of the embodiment. For example, the present

invention may involve any number of purchasers and suppliers.

In this embodiment, the first purchaser 10 and second purchaser 12 each have an

15 established credit facility 14 with a financial institution 16, such as a bank. The
financial institution 16 used by the first purchaser 10 may be different to the
financial institution 16 used by the second purchaser 12.

The credit facilities 14 used by both the first and second purchaser 10, 12 have
associated therewith an interest free period and a loyalty scheme. The loyalty

20 scheme operates such that benefits are accrued through use of the associated
credit facility.

The first purchaser 10 and the second purchaser 12 communicate with a facilitator
18. The first purchaser 10 and the second purchaser 12, respectively, place
orders 20 for goods and/or services with the facilitator 18 and, optionally, the

25 name of the supplier 22 from whom the goods and/or services are to be obtained.
The facilitator 18 consolidates the orders 20.



If the first and second purchaser 10, 12 do not state the name of the
supplier 22 fromwhomthe goods and/or services shoul d be olaiagdood he
facilitator 18 conducts enquiries with a nunber of suppliers 22 as to
their ternms of supply of the goods and/or services. Again, these terns
I ncl ude di scounts based on the timng 18 of paynment and may incl ude

di scounts on the basis of the quantity of the order placed. In an

al t er nat i Vi therierd iargriecopd dsschasgilfi d8 haye staled indbeir pedaratththe name@f to
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conducting such enquiries, the facil]itator pl aces t he consol i dated order
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facilitator 24 A copy of the invoice 26 is sent to the first and second 20

pur chaser n a
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institution 16 to authorise the facilitator 18 to act on the credit

facility 19PnduEty em%{lr%w@h@s@wm@@r abaunpiers 22 as te thalhiaras of seppiyafites 16.
25 Sim | ar#}dodé%ﬁi/ﬁ?&@@%e@“ (ﬁﬂ’%@%e%@t hﬁﬁﬂ%a@%é#&ﬂﬁﬁ@@%&%ﬁ t@é‘i‘mn S set
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pur chaser’ grigirtedhacdrieht oft theldrdardzd g th8TREGarS shBIN®PARN=4Er 10, 12. In
this alternate embodiment, details of the terms of supply for each supplier 22 are
recorded by the facilitator 18 for future reference.

15 After conducting such enquiries, the facilitator 18 places the consolidated order 24
with the supplier 22 who offers the most favourable terms of supply (which terms
may be amended by further negotiation).

Upon placement of the consolidated order 24, the supplier 22 sends an invoice 26
to the facilitator 24. A copy of the invoice 26 is sent to the first and second

20 purchaser 10, 12 along with the goods and/or services that make up the
consolidated order 24.

At some stage prior to this step, the first purchaser 10 aftends to all necessary
steps as set by its financial institution 16 to authorise the facilitator 18 to act on
the credit facility 14 the first purchaser 10 has with that financial institution 16.

25 Similarly, the second purchaser 12 attends to all necessary steps as set by its
financial institution 16 to authorise the facilitator 18 to act on the credit facility 14
the second purchaser 12 has with that financial institution 16.

At roughly the same time as the supplier 22 sends an invoice 26 to the facilitator
18, the facilitator 18 draws on the first purchaser’s credit facility 14 and the second



purchaser's credit facility 14. The noney drawn fromthese credit
facilities 14 in then placed in a trust account 28 associ at ex$ Miay hotde
facilitator 18. The anpunt drawn fromthe first purchaser's credit
facility 14 and the second purchaser's éredit facility 14 is proportional
to the value of the goods and/ or servicé¥ ordered 5 by the first purchaser
10 or second purchaser as appropriate, when conpared to the total
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respective y send a sighed copy upplierts i v0|ge 26
to the factdthedota vae dbike coesdicdabet] rglet B¢, suppl i er 18, the 15 signed copy
of the supplier's invoice 26 acts as the facilitator's 18 authority to pay
the supplier 22 and the facilitator 18 transfers nonies 32 fromthe trust

account 28Byt havihg maonhclmatda‘218ndm00r¢lameeﬂmtt butdnasemom adrefl deeong of
supply. The Lam | itator @%S supplier 22 until the_ signed
i nvoi ce 26PYIENARRE \}gdespgctlvescrteﬁigrf@p 14 1ﬁ e crrdit fachibe ldsiss usedt RBAT j r st

and Secondth% \ngﬁﬁéége%@flts]t% the f@ - P& segorﬁ Eu%seeﬁ?ﬁwagghhe

supplier's I ce I'tator re to do so

resul t 10n Wetas:koamed wiyaliygchiérseount offered on the basis of timng of
paynent. A portion of any discount offered by the supplier 22 as part of
the negotiated terns of supply may then be passed on to the first and
second purbpeas eeceipt dfzhe Z;'ﬁoda antforfservices 3@ byehelflﬁst@ﬂrchefsend)o andrssdpddone

so. The f aﬁdjrlchggéro{ 2 %’r%mnﬁ}/e supp (iler r2§E ﬁiisn the osrptonslblllty o) n'lee Hrls% %8Pcrfl1taéer 10
and second purchaser 12, respectively, to promptly send a signed copy of the
supplier’s invoice 26 to the facilitator 18. Once received by the supplier 18, the

15 signed copy of the supplier's invoice 26 acts as the facilitator's 18 authority to pay
the supplier 22 and the facilitator 18 transfers monies 32 from the trust account 28
to the supplier 22 in accordance with the negotiated terms of supply. The
facilitator 18 will not pay the supplier 22 until the signed invoice 26 is received. It
is therefore in the best interests of the first and second purchasers 10, 12 to

20 promptly provide a signed copy of the supplier's invoice 26 to the facilitator 18 as
a failure to do so may result in withdrawal of any discount offered on the basis of
timing of payment.

A portion of any discount offered by the supplier 22 as part of the negotiated
terms of supply may then be passed on to the first and second purchaser 10,12,

25 in the form of a rebate 34, if not already done so. The facilitator 18 may also
rétain a portion of the discount.

The facilitator 18 also charges the first and second purchaser 10, 12 a fee for
facilitating the purchase order.



The facilitator 18 also charges the first and second purchaser 10, 12 a fee
for facilitating the purchase order. 23 May 2006 - 11/1 |t d3sMvapteas t hat
the financial institutions 16 that provi de credit facilities, such as
credit cards, nay issue statenents 36 ,Lransactions conducted in respect
of the credlt facility 14 to the flrst é d second purchaser 10, 12 (as
appropriate). Such statenents, typically, indicate the dates by which
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facilitator 18. The provision a ‘signed copy of invoice 26 to the
facilitat othlﬂmamepr@sxaﬂe@fmahaﬁpw qtdhe rembediment presently descphed: Hbe
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In a second, alternate, embodiment of the present invention, where like numerals

15 reference like parts, the first and second purchasers 10, 12 place orders 20 for
goods and/or services directly with the supplier 22. Upon receipt of an invoice 26
for the goods and/or services purchased from the supplier 22, the first and second
purchaser 10, 12, as appropriate, signs the invoice and forwards this to the
facilitator 18. The provision of a signed copy of invoice 26 to the facilitator 18

20 provides authority to the facilitator 18 to pay the invoice 26.Upon receipt of a
signed invoice 26, the facilitator 18 initiates a draw-down on the first or second
purchaser’s credit facility 14, as appropriate. The amount of money drawn-down
from the credit facility 14 is equal to the amount of the supplier’s 22 invoice 26 and
the faciiitator’s 18 fee for facilitating the purchase order. The money drawn from

25 both the first or second purchaser’s credit facility is thereafter consolidated into a
trL;st or other account of the facilitator 18.

Also upon receipt of a signed invoice, the facilitator 18 notes the date of issue of
the signed invoice 26 and notes the date when the invoice 26 is to be paid. The
date for payment is determined by the business rules of the facilitator 18 and does
30 not necessarily coincide with the date for payment set by the supplier 22. In the
arrangement contemplated, the date for payment is 7 days from the date of issue



fromthe credit facility 14 is equal to the anount of the supplier's 22
invoice 26 and the facilitator's 18 fee for facilitating the3puaghase
order. The noney drawn from 25 both the first or second purchaser's credit
facility is thereafter consolidated intlg trust or other account of the
facilitator 18. Al so upon receipt of a {%ned I nvoice, the facilitator 18
notes the date of issue of the signed invoice 26 and notes the date when

t he invoic ! - Rajd. T . [ ) he
busi ness 308 SneeFinvFicB e TR RotRb a5 Mt PLTRRUS S oV IV A ah e
wi th the dhkealdstermipediatd. set by the supplier 22. In the arrangenent
contenpl ated, the date for paynent is 7 days fromthe date of issue 23 My
2006 -11/2 of the signed invoice 26. The facilitator 18 then proceeds to

pay the invei $esdFetond, isisdepertahngmt 4ol Grst okl ddtopa HRBAIE 10,112 Sign
inportant that the first and second purchaser 10, 12 sign each invorce 26
i

recei ved feaAH WveigepR6 egcepedaiiomsa suBRlierid2 ard forwerd it toj thatfagilitedorakd as soon

as posskbl .stage within this process, the facilitator 18 may
negoti at e foeorrﬁés g&%ﬁ%pl y wth the supplier 22, particular focus being
pl aced on obtaining a discount or rebate for paynent of the supplier's 22

i scount 73 oty SR DR dBcRaGane el EE ri MRS SR atkl akes
to pay thewith 366 Uiilppliea PR HartiduldhcuBvisaiag Macéd@n dBta@iing nedishauat oer

payment. The difference between this discounted ampunt and the anount
dr awn- downePaimfehaymest @r thee SHRRIGIS eRakwpices186 in2aseasrdance rwith they i s

then spli te Wit R~hal i f ' [ . he
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retai neéd bfacilitdiot 8 Gadertakest tor ph§. the discounted amount of the invoice on the
determined date for payment. The difference between this discounted amount

and the amount drawn-down from the first or second purchaser's 10, 12 credit

facility is then split with half of the difference being provided as a rebate to the first

or second purchaser 10, 12, as appropriéte, and the remainder being retained by
15 the facilitator 18.

If a rebate for prompt payment is negotiated, the facilitator 18 undertakes to pay

the full amount of the invoice on the determined date for payment. Upon receipt

of the rebate from the supplier 22 for prompt payment, half of the rebate amount is

returned to the first or second purchaser 10, 12, as appropriate, the remainder
20 being retained by the facilitator 18.

Other ancillary functions, such as setting up authorisation to draw-down on the

first and second purchaser’s 10, 12 credit facilities 14 and reconciliatibn,‘ are also

performed in the same manner as described in respect of the first embodiment.

Further, the environment within which the second embodiment operates is
25 identical to that of the first embodiment.

In a third embodiment of the present invention, there is a system for managing
payment for goods and/or services.



If a rebate for pronpt paynent is negotiated, the facilitator 18 undertakes
to pay the full anmount of the invoice on the determ ned date3fMdeay paysrent .
Upon receipt of the rebate fromthe supplier 22 for pronpt paynent, half
of the rebate amount is returned to tgq ii rst or second purchaser 10, 12,
as appropriate, the remainder 20 bein { tained by the facilitator 18.

O her ancillary functions, such as setting up authorisation to draw down on

the first n rchaser credit facilities 14 and, .
reconcil i aTi?%gs,y%gérg @l\@&egp%rt‘frﬂ M&?q]sjﬂ%g]&c)%er @Hera a%ecaﬁéc?li"ﬁgas'nﬂ
respect of cérhputer 9L, arfacilia®néomplter tibarand Asup uérr@@umer\ffidehinhmmh the
second enbodi ment operates is 25 identical to that of the first

enbodi ment PUTCAasing HionPWeah 89 mask ther segeadpusshasing wesmuten 102 meay beghe
systemfors g%g' o2y ment for goods and/or services. 23 May 2006 The
systeminvolvés a'ti1rst purchasing conputer 100, a second purchasing
conputer 102, a facilitator conputer 104 and a supplier conputer 106. The

first ur i uter .1 t he.secand purchasi conput er, 102 may
be the gsa% coﬁ%ﬂﬁ@@? ‘tSEé’Eh&g‘Bﬁ%%{ @%%Tléu%ﬂogtgﬁdgr iRt do; e 2t o
vel | knowFithdrhoref the firSuplrieansmgeconififer 106 tnlWeebAd iplEcHRiy Emplf and
second purchasing conputer are in data comrunication with the facilitator

conputer 1H0R athéh dats omarulicatiopnyilh dhe fadjlitatori oproputer d@fAruRhe facilgatani t h
t he suppl 'ﬁmﬁﬁ’(@wb&ﬁ% i]'iggc}tglcﬁn’irnﬁnigé{ti itr?r.(l)r%?g'é}%il?gﬁgﬁﬂﬂﬁ”o&efnqﬂe
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I nternet, however, other methods, such as direct connection, nmay be

enpl oyed. Each conputer accesses the Internet through a web Eaviaeroodlhe
first purchasing conputer 100 and second purchasing conputer 102 are, 5
respectively, associated with a first p?rchaser 108 and a second purchaser
110. The first purchaser 108, using thé #6b browser of the first pur chasi ng
conputer 100, provides details of their credit facility 112 to the

il . ' h b, b
of the sccBnBURPER-arRg dnaeline 1peBN 22 ik chupuabh s Faitiob A T
faci lity 1fdefnet tHisvdvae dthbainethcurTRutehs Hitbet déhricdtibhi haf BRAHPBYEd. t he

credit facility 112 is a credit card, such as those offered under the
trade marks AMERI CAN EXPRESS, VI SA, MASTERCARD or DI NERS CLUB.

Furt her mor Eacll?@bfhplhﬂﬁ ddce8sePiHeahfstRt thRStighna wiebSrafeend purchaser 110

have attended to all necessary steps as se€t by their respective financial
institution to authorise the facilitator conputer 104 to act on the credit

d. | ' : ' t facili r ter
T4 may e ot har PuRnESIATBGMPIR?. Fod B, SRR pulchEshErcombder AR
that thé feasipectiwlnrassocpiedwithod finstqurchasersk08 aed cosguoner playhhserst t0. t he

fi i al instituti i fi h dit facility.112 in order to
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with the conputer systens of the financi'al institution in the sane nanner
as the fac$@gangkpirc Ut 16y using the walnipriogisee af the sreond pluchasingroomipoteri on

with the o r | . ' as ul e known
fo the pel CoPrORRR St AL PRY3RgHT LR GhR VRS Bkt G Al s be
I ncluded. Using the web browser of the first purchasing conputer 100, the
first rc > send rder 4 for ods,and/or gervices to the
faci 1108t ol SEsuBRatigy g'ﬂ%%’egﬁft‘%ﬁ& 124 ecrefll farthrSlichcas Tise afereds
from whom tihderghedmdentiatis AMERORSS EXPRESS eIt MABTERGERDD DANERE
browser of the second purchasing _
CLUB. Furthermore, both the first purchaser 108 and the second purchaser 110
have attended to all necessary steps as set by their respective financial institution
to authorise the facilitator computer 104 fo act on the credit card. In alternative
15 embodiments (not shown), the facilitator computer 104 may be authorised to act
on a credit facility 112 in such a manner that the facilitator computer 104 must
access the computer systems of the financial institution providing such credit
facility 112 in order to perform the necessary fund transfer transactions. In such a
situation, the facilitator computer 104 can be configured to be in data
20 communication with the computer systems of the financial institution in the same
manner as the facilitator computer 104 is configured to be in data communication
with the other computers mentioned above and processing as would be known to

the person skilled in the art to effect such transactions would also be included.

Using the web browser of the first purchasing computer 100, the first purchaser
25 108 sends an order 114 for goods and/or services to the facilitator computer 104
and, optionally, the name of the supplier 116 from whom the goods and/or
services are to be obtained. Using the web browser of the second purchasing
computer 102, the second purchaser 110 sends an order for goods and/or
services to the facilitator computer 104 and, optionally, the name of the supplier



conputer 102, the second purchaser 110 sends an order for goods and/or
services to the facilitator conputer 104 and, optionally, the3ndag206sthe
supplier 23 May 2006 -13 116 from whom the goods and/or services are to be
obtained. The facilitator conputer 104 éhen consolidates the orders 114.

If the first and second purchaser 108,'1 0 have stated in their order the
name of the supplier 116 from whom the goods and/or services shoul d be

obt ai ned, 1He from homtthecgoedsnpad/er SepviCes fie torke Obtribed.dathal faidator11s

to the sup%{tsgt 3gmH%@FOH&q@??e%qﬁba&ﬂ&Sﬂﬁh that supplier 116. Terns of

supply of 50 and/or-services specifieéd in the consolidated order
118 are then negotiated. This nay be an automatic process between the
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gocess bettov\ﬁgr}aéih]t%tgr%%'n%ﬂl}tgrt‘9(54.C0”pm er 104 and the supplier conputer 106

If the first and second purchaser 108, 110have not stated in their order the name
of the supplier 116 from whom the goods and/or services should be obtained, the
facilitator computer 104 polls a number of supplier computers 106 for information
15 as to the terms of supply of the goods and/or services specified in the
consolidated order 118. Again, this may be an automatic or manual process.
After completing the poll, the facilitator computer 104 sends the consolidated
order 118 to the supplier computer 106 offering the most favourable terms of

supply.

20 As an optional step, the terms of supply offered by the most favourable supplier
may be the subject of further negotiation. Again, this may be an automatic
process between the facilitator computer 104 and the supplier computer 106 or
may be a manual process.

Details of the terms of supply are then recorded, either automatically or manually,
25 in a database 120 connected to the facilitator computer 104.

Regardless of how the terms of supply are achieved, the details recorded in the
database 120 connected to the facilitator computer should include:

* Aunique identifier assigned to the consolidated order 118;



may be a manual process. Details of the terns of supply are then recorded,
either automatically or manually, 25 in a database 120 connexstMddy Lood he
facilitator conmputer 104. Regardl ess of how the ternms of supply are

achi eved, the details recorded in the gt abase 120 connected to the
facilitator conputer should include: 0 A"unique identifier assigned to the
consol idated order 118; 23 May 2006 -14 Unique identifiers assigned to the
orders 114 recelvelniqusnidenéfiensr assignad ih e egdersnpli eeceivs &om the fissicond

pur chasi ng conput e i | . ovi sjan of the
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of any discount offered by the supplier 116; and The deadline by which
paynent for the pravision of the ods d/Qr services specified in the
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I nvoice 122 to the facilitator conputer 104. 10 The tacilitator conputer

104 then draws on the first purchaser's credit card and the second

purchaser's cregit . JORENH ty facilities is
t hen trgnsferred tgggé"tgrotj:sgt%aécoun{ gﬁ%léﬂ\@?ﬁﬁ?&ﬂ@?@ﬁ I tator conputer
104. The anmount drawn fromthe first purchaser's credit card and . the -

second purchasgr' redit | orLi | to the value of the goods

and/ or services 15‘?8%&?98@!”%@3%@?ﬁﬁ/ﬁ‘%\%F@ﬂﬁ?ePfOi’b%o'bP?&%Sﬂad%@PE ser

110, as appropri at servieerspecifietan etk ¢snhdoligatedt@tier #i 8% 1©fbd MRdeonsol i dat ed
order 118. Upon receipt of the goods and/or services 126 by the first

purchaser 108 and second purchaser 110 fromthe supplier 116, it is the
responsi bi Upbi reéeiphef &n lotder from the facilitator computer 104, the supplier computer

106 issues an electronic invoice 122 to the facilitator computer 104.

10 The facilitator computer 104 then draws on the first purchaser’s credit card and
the second purchaser’s credit card. The money drawn from these credit facilities
is then transferred to a trust account 124 linked to the facilitator computer 104.
The amount drawn from the first purchaser's credit card and-the second
purchaser’s credit card is proportional to the value of the goods and/or services

15 ordered by the first purchaser 108 or second purchaser 110, as appropriate, when
compared to the total value of the consolidated order 118.

Upon receipt of the goods and/or services 126 by the first purchaser 108 and
second purchaser 110 from the supplier 116, it is the responsibility of the first
purchaser 108 and second purchaser 110, respectively, to promptly send a signed

20 copy of the supplier’s invoice 128 for recording with the facilitator computer 104.
Or)ce recorded with the facilitator computer 104, the signed copy of the supplier's
invoice 128 acts as the facilitator computer’s 104 authority to transfers monies
130 from the trust account 124 to the supplier 116 in accordance with the
negotiated terms of supply (as recorded in the database 120 connected to the

25 facilitator computer 104). The facilitator computer 104 will not pay the supplier
116 until the signed copy of the supplier's invoice 128 is recorded with the
facilitator computer 104,



purchaser 108 and second purchaser 110, respectively, to pronptly send a
signed 20 copy of the supplier's invoice 128 for recordi ng wa3mnMtheoos
facilitator conmputer 104. Once recorded with the facilitator conputer 104,
t he signed copy of the supplier's Invﬂﬁﬁf 128 acts as the facilitator
conputer's 104 authority to transfers es 130 fromthe trust account
124 to the supplier 116 in accordance wth the negotiated terms of supply

(as record ' 1 f ter

104) “The. Rardion A 8. 883 SsREI e SuoRl "Ciccas uB pLI BeabhBY: °: ne
si gned copterok afhwwm passed onvoi the flrdBand Jeeond qrachaddn 108? 11f0acn’het at or
computer 104, 23 May 2006 - 15/1 A portion of anél?gl scount. of fered by the

suppl i er 1@@'“@%8@@"%?‘9&1{% meyAlsaretain a forion et higp@isgoury ipdissedn anko t he
first and gesfpfs purchaser 108, 110. The facilitator conputer 104 may al so
retain a portion of the discount in its own bank accounts. 5 The
facilitator conputer 104 may al so charge a fee to the credit cards of the

first nd I er.
Thi o mag bU deaes SHEer 108 meAd Asbhetd bbb of i PRSI e i
facilitat oand sepotic puidhhseny 08 N0 dovefachitatingethel @athiasy orderenmtisgensy b2,
such as an,e-nmail remnder, to the first purchasing conputer 100 10 or
second pur@%PH@”Maﬁ%Qr PRERdiRAIMAg the first or second purchaser
108, 110 (as appropriate) of the date by which paynent nust be nade on
their credjit facility to avoid interest. To facilitate this action, the
first purcHatenal E(nd‘}h@r faclifgiy cpmpuiRisdP410wy Send( 85€appr HEFE a@lesironist

e o, BHnG5°| 42, SR 50 R 4 BRHEFDRRIER cpdgpibot o
det ai | $00f0|t$m::omde;mrchasmgl cetrpiibarel02, 18@inding theafirst besécoml putehaser 108,
110 (as appropriate) of the date by which payment must be made on their credit
facility to avoid interest. To facilitate this action, the first purchaser and/or second
purchaser 108, 110 (as appropriate) must forward their credit card statement 134
for recording with the facilitator computer 104. The facilitator computer 104 then
15 records pertinent details of the credit card statement 134, such as the final date
for payment prior to interest accruing, and stores this in the database 120. The
facilitator computer 104 may also automaticall.y undertake a reconciliation of
entries recorded on the credit card statement 134 against details of payments
made by the facilitator computer 104 on behalf of the first and/or second
20 purchaser 108, 110.

In yet a fourth embodiment of the present invention, being a variant of the third
embodiment, the first purchasing computer 100 and second purchasing computer
102 are in data communication with the supplier computer 106. Updn teceipt of
an invoice 26 for the goods and/or services purchaser from the supplier 22, the

25 first and second purchaser 10, 12, as appropriate, notifies the facilitator computer
104 of the details of the invoice 26 {separately providing a signed copy of the
invoice to the facilitator 18 as authority to pay the invoice).

Upon receipt of the notice of the details of the invoice 26, the facilitator computer
104 initiates a draw-down on the first or second purchaser’s credit facility, as



for paynent prior to interest accruing, and stores this in the database
120. The facilitator conputer 104 may al so automatical |y undsr¥iakeoas
reconciliation of entries recorded on the credit card statenment 134

agai nst details of paynents mnade by tg% facilitator computer 104 on behal f
of the first and/or second 20 purcha$ /108 110. In yet a fourth

enbodi nent of the present invention, being a varl ant of the third
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fromthe supplier 22, the 25 first and second purchaser 10, 12,
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2006 -15/2 appropriate. The anmount of noney drawn-down fromthe credit

facility Ifhé Saciagdr cdrﬁpmtbe 1RA0ERb Kites hﬁe%&@'df%s@e o the'lﬁ\\/&béezezﬁsa”d
the facilitator's 18 fee for facilitating the purchase order.
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In the ar rlangeet(ptowded that the facilitator 18 records that a signed copy of the invoice

has been received in the meantime). The facilitator computer 104 then organises
for the invoice 26 to be electronically paid on the determined date.

15 At any stage, the facilitator. computer 104 may negotiate terms of supply with the
supplier computer 106, particular focus being placed on obtaining a discount or
rebate for payment of the supplier's 22 invoices 26 in accordance with the
business rules stored in the facilitator computer 104. If a discount for prompt
payment is negotiated, the facilitator computer organises for electronic payment of

20 the discounted amount of the invoice on the determined date for payment. The
difference between this discounted amount and the amount drawn-down from the
first or second purchasers 10, 12 credit facility is then split with half of the
difference being rebated to the first or second purchaser 10, 12, as appropriate,
and the reminder being retained by the facilitator 18.

25 If a rebaie for prompt payment is negotiated, the facilitator computer 104
undertakes to pay the full amount of the invoice on the determined date for
payment. Upon receipt of the rebate from the supplier computer 106 for prompt
payment, half of the rebate amount is returned to the first or-second purchaser 10,
12, as appropriate, the remainder being retained by the facilitator 18.



contenpl ated, the date for paynent is set for 7 days fromthe date of issue
of the invoice (provided that the facilitator 18 records thai3 Magiomed
copy of the invoice has been received in the neantine). The facilitator
conmputer 104 then organises for the izgﬂice 26 to be electronically paid
on the deternmined date. 15 At any stagey”~the facilitator conputer 104 nmay
negotiate terns of supply wth the supplier conputer 106, particul ar focus

suppli or - S8 el Py 568 AR ing B Avfoh Sl B R ek "Gp dheq 1 n
the facilifirat and setond purchaders f10a 1digeditifcilities 1 & recdiig®ioh, &% also
negoti ated, the facilitator conputer organises for el ectronic paynent of 20

t he di scouPRrEAMabitnthecsame ananiasiasedeseribrd insespentddhadnied eabasiyaaht .
The diff i i : t . r ~ Jown
fromthe el?l?@i ’ gféé\@g@rﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁr‘@@@mrF%@gﬂcer ed‘?q'ﬁ{ég%lsﬁlawé‘? %’ 'pﬁﬂtﬁ&gpl it
wi th habf tofthabhef thdithifdermodirhening rebated to the first or second purchaser
10, 12, as appropriate, and the rem nder being retained by the facilitator
18. 25 If a rebate for pronpt paynent is negotiated, the facilitator
conputer 104 undertakes to pay the full amount of the invoice on the
determ ned date for paynent. Upon receipt of the rebate fromthe supplier
conputer 106 for pronpt payment, half of the rebate anpbunt is returned to
the first or second purchaser 10, 12, as appropriate, the remai nder being
retained by the facilitator 18. 23 May 2006 Oher ancillary functions,
such as setting up authorisation to drawdown on the first and second
purchaser's 10, 12 credit facilities 14 and reconciliation, are also
performed in the sanme nmanner as described in respect of the third

enbodi nent. Further, the environnment within which the fourth enbodi nent
operates is identical 5 to that of the third enbodi nent.



23 May 2006 Modifications and variations such as would be apparent to the
skilled addressee are considered to fall within the scope of23Naypo@sent
invention. -17 The Clainms Defining the Invention are as Foll ows 23 May 2006
1. A set of conputer executable instrucghons stored on a conputer readable
medi um the instructions defining a clieHlt-driven nethod of effecting
paynment for goods and/or services to be perforned by a facilitator

conput er, v ; jd i er.: i j lier to
bt ai -t er MESHERlohS poRftayikas SR REPWaE e AEPARRF B B iy BeiEReb T
detai | s of amncensidareti oo fabaidsinahdsoops ef theqeresémtdnvention: chaser  placed with
the supplier; receives an authorisation fromthe purchaser to act on a
credit facility of the purchaser; draws on the credit facility of the
purchaser; and pays the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services
ordered by the purchaser in accordance with the terns of supply using
noney drawn fromthe credit facility. 2. A set of conputer executable
instructions according to claim1, wherein the facilitator conputer pays
the supplier upon receipt of an authorisation to pay fromthe purchaser.

3. A set of conmputer executable instructions according to claim2, wherein
the step of receiving details of an order for goods and/or services is



fulfilled by the receipt of the authorisation to pay by the facilitator
conputer. 4. A set of conputer executable instructions accordingaf ao@ ai m
3, wherein the authorisation to pay 16-a si gned copy of an invoice issued
by the supplier. 5. A set of conputer executable instructions according to
any one of the preceding clains, wherein the step of communicating with

the suppl {gg d'g!{gQ?ﬂd&“bgﬁﬁgﬁ =Tyl s r??él (P’olltﬁﬁé udes agreeing with the

supplier on di scou rebate for payment for the
goods and/ or_ servijces ordered within a predeterm ned period. 6. A set of
comput er éxdtgehsl eomﬁgtqr@ﬁcat?@l%mﬂ@hﬁ@s @Bnr@ﬂaqwzcomméeérea abie

predet er m ned. RER Ofhd ?ns]trtﬂﬂ%ﬁs aeflrfhgeé aeng-gfggghghq‘?ﬁ&?u&ﬁ%lﬁgctm% the

i nstructions accofdln to any wher ei

anmount dr awpaynentt foe goecdhtaricﬁow |detryiced tohée parfohaedr by sa efyicilitatbo t he
val ue of the order aced he purchaser and a predetermined fee for
facilitati né’oﬂ?ﬂ}ﬁ@rng"heéebﬁﬁiee{acﬁ‘iﬁcc,’f)ﬁ%%?erexecut abl e instructions
according to any one of the preceding clains, conprising the further step
of issuing a redatreiricatéevithparstipplier to dihtairr wvartseofemmilyrﬁ@r the supply

pr edet er m ned rt| OJ the total of any discount and/or rebate offered
by the supplie %a‘?‘"? /gF S@iceBer ns of supply. 9. A set of conputer
execut abl e instructions according to any one of the preceding clains,

wherein the f amclei\pteatdn‘taﬁmufpalm erderrfec goods anefoaisksricds faomoa garcHaser goods

and/ or servi ces’afc(ra it th esuppller

receives an authorisation from the purchaser to act on a credit facility

of the purchaser;
draws on the credit facility of the purchaser; and

pays the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered by
the purchaser in accordance with the terms of supply using money

drawn from the credit facility.

2. A set of computer executable instructions according to claim 1, wherein
the facilitator computer pays the supplier upon receipt of an authorisation

to pay from the purchaser.

3. A set of computer executable instructions according to claim 2, wherein
the step of receiving details of an order for goods and/or services is
fulfilled by the receipt of the authorisation to pay by the facilitator

computer.

4. A set of computer executable instructions according to claim 3, wherein
the authorisation to pay is a signed copy of an invoice issued by the

supplier.

5. A set of computer executable instructions according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the step of communicating with the supplier to

obtain the terms of supply includes agreeing with the supplier on a



purchaser placed with the supplier; receives an authorisation fromthe
second purchaser to act on a credit facility of the purchasesMdyaoss on
the credit facility of the second pur&ﬁaser; and pays the supplier for
suppl ying the goods and/or services ordered by the second purchaser in

accordance wi,th the terns,o uppl y usi.n noney drawn fromthe credit
facility. 1(S% tar@?mcr@lt?ﬁ[ﬁ&’ F%)é&fﬁiﬁ'?g‘q 999¢%,2ndion SeRdeRY ardesedo clai m
9, conpri si ngithik BepredEtdifiing] peri¢d. consolidating the funds drawn fromthe
credit facility of the purchaser and the funds drawn fromthe credit

facilit f the,second r chase 11 .set of co t er .execut abl e
i ns!t r :.IC%/i gnsAa?@é&?&W%tgpgwcgﬁb%m%@'o'ﬁ @E%Qﬂdﬂ'g)gq &[a\ﬂpé'x ’c@ f§'8i ng t he

further steppeQfredeteRpRiad pitidd’ i@ 44y, pur chaser a credit statenment; 23 My
2006 recording the date by which a paynent on the credit facility nust be

made as igdigcated by the credit statenment; and rem ndjing the purchaser of

the need fo 'ﬁaﬁ@g Ay Wau%ﬁm?aﬁ:ﬂ?i'B?t“{‘g'O”Fh%C%@'BQbV %ﬂ)’c‘?ﬂepaf/ﬁﬁ%t on the
credit faci|dbXediHgic/AfmsTofRreihdnd aﬁﬁau@fdrﬁw&wméwwﬂ @@éimylcﬁ%ﬁé uctions
according to claim11l, conprising the turther step of reconciling entries

recor ded on puiehaserds equst ot theamiueaghihestrdpaplaest Hyntheéepwohasdrafd af t he

purchaser. 13. A set .of, conputer. execut abl e i nstructions according to any
one of the %ﬁ%%&ﬁn}fbﬂcﬁé&ﬁﬁ%faqm%}'.}aq PAOYRR er edit faci |l ty of the purchaser

is acredit card facility.
8. A set of computer executable instructions according to any one of the

preceding claims, comprising the further step of issuing a rebate to the
purchaser, the rebate equating to a predetermined portion of the total of
any discount and/or rebate offered by the supplier as part of the terms of

supply.

9. A set of computer executable instructions according to any one of the

preceding claims, wherein the facilitator computer:

receives details of an order for goods and/or services from a second

purchaser placed with the supplier;

receives an authorisation from the second purchaser to act on a credit

facility of the purchaser;
draws on the credit facility of the second purchaser; and

pays the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered by
the second purchaser in accordance with the terms of supply using

money drawn from the credit facility.

10. A set of computer executable instructions according to claim 9, comprising
the further step of consolidating the funds drawn from the credit facility of
the purchaser and the funds drawn from the credit facility of the second

purchaser.

11. A set of computer executable instructions according 1o any one of the
preceding claims, comprising the further steps of;



14. A set of conputer executable instructions according to claim 13, wherein
the credit card facility has an interest free period and/or |xydhiyoschenme
associated therewith. 15. A conputer sﬂ@t‘em adapted to effect client-driven
managenent of paynent for goods and/or services conprising: a purchaser
using a purchasié\% .CO utxﬁgq in gata co nication wwth a facilitator
computer: and SEERYPYINAM NG RYcaase P riedt HBIGMRYT i n data communi cati on
with the facilitator conputer; wherein the facilitator conputer: has

det ai | s of t hereeardingothesdgiel lyy fadvich laepaymehty onfthgagddit dadlitgrmusiebai ces

stored therein; receive n,authorisation fromthe purchaser to act on a
credit facili tﬁ?"acfﬁaﬁ H@“pﬂ?‘?@ﬁé@@‘? Crg E@P{jﬁé@e'ﬂéﬁﬁ‘?l s of an order placed with
the supplier for goods and/or services sent by the purchasing conputer;
draws on the credindifgtid puchaget bietheunedthkemakarslich2d pagmigay, ptiivGopays t he

supplier for s l,yi t he goods gnd/or services ordered b t he purchaser
i n accordance Wé)ﬂzﬁeﬂg’ WBW?&O%‘F“@&%\ @'elﬁ?ﬂ@%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁwus&bﬁvﬂ?aé‘?-om the credit
facility of the purchaser. 16. A system according to claim 15, wherein the

facilitatd2 Aosputefr qoaysuteheexezupgille einshationecacqdrdinly do aldiforiisati on
stem according to, claim 16, wherein

fromthe purchasin uter. 17.A. s f
the recei pt _%ﬂmaré%'&J ﬁggﬁf”tﬁﬁf 8&‘1&’ng "eANCHBEdentERa, 'EroMady PRESS Gellil i 1 | ed
by the receighteplerthyafist payhentd RiadeDn behalf of the purchaser.

13.A set of computer executable instructions according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the credit facility of the purchaser is a credit

card facility.

14.A set of computer executable instructions according to claim 13, wherein
the credit card facility has an interest free period and/or loyalty scheme

associated therewith.

15.A computer system adapted to effect client-driven management of

payment for goods and/or services comprising:

a purchaser using a purchasing computer in data communication with a

facilitator computer; and

a supplier using a supplier computer in data communication with the

facilitator computer;
wherein the facilitator computer:

has details of the terms of supply for the supply of goods and/or

services stored therein;

receives an authorisation from the purchaser to act on a credit facility

of the purchaser,

receives details of an order placed with the supplier for goods and/or

services sent by the purchasing computer;

draws on the credit facility of the purchaser; and



pay by the facilitator conputer. 18. A system according to any one of clains
15 to 17, wherein the terns of supplé i ncl ude a di scount andif3aviay ebad e for
paynent for the goods and/or service Oordered within a pr edet er m ned

period. 19. A system according to claim 18, wherein the predeterm ned period

Is 7 days. 20.A system agccordin Q any one of clainms 15 to 19, wherein
the facilitat orpayédﬁ‘ﬁtﬁugpﬁ%ﬁ i% ng rt%‘?ngpﬁgscﬁ"@d@"{ senyiges; erglerd Phe

purchaser an agRiyrcipsied! intgcgdggae,y Owo{het &R g?rsugbﬁéﬁtgipegﬁoﬁggfi rst

purchaser and a predetermned fe acilitating p ystem
accordi ng to amyawndronf ths aiedd faslitywf2iee puldvasen the facilitator conputer
I ssues a rebate to the purchaser, the rebate equating to a predeterm ned

portion ofiel Resysfiralacebrdiiy t¢l LRHAUY, vﬁfﬂéjréf?{th’éeﬁéﬁﬂifaABif E&?ggge%)ag%ﬁﬁewppl I er

as part of the'terns of supply.. 22. A system according e of clains
15 to 21, whaumlier upen freegipi efaroauthodsatiarefromrtbe giweisading oombetgyur chaser ,
t hrough their purchasing conputer, an electronic copy of a credit

st at enent ;q7r [ t : [ 4.ty must
e made. a0 agran EGERUMEI YN, 18 v ITRR! reBinh o RIS SPBIETT Lot mas
t he pur chaselor goodagind/dreservivesdh dulfilgd bynthet receipt of lee methibrisationdke such a

paynment, prior to.th t.e by which paynent on the «credit facility nust be
made. 23. A s@@f é“%%&ﬂ@?tﬂbc%;@pgt% m 22, wherein the facilitator conputer
reconcil es

18.A system according to any one of claims 15 to 17, wherein the terms of

supply include a discount and/or rebate for payment for the goods and/or

services ordered within a predetermined period.

19.A system according to claim 18, wherein the predetermined period is 7
days.

20.A system according to any one of claims 15 to 19, wherein the facilitator
computer also draws from the credit facility of the purchaser an amount
equal to the value of the order placed by the first purchaser and a

predetermined fee for facilitating payment.

21.A system according to any one of claims 15 to 20, wherein the facilitator
computer issues a rebate to the purchaser, the rebate equating to a
predetermined portion of the total of any discount and/or rebate offered by

the supplier as part of the terms of supply..

22.A system according to any one of claims 15 to 21, wherein the facilitator

computer:

receives from the purchaser, through their purchasing computer, an

electronic copy of a credit statement;

records the date by which a payment on the credit facility must be
made as indicated by the credit statement; and



entries recorded on the credit statenent agai nst paynents nade on behal f
of the purchaser. 24. A system accordi nq to any one of clai ns BMtp 28
wherein the credit facility of the p@rchaser is a credit card facility.
25. A system according to claim 24, wherein the credit card facility has an

I nterest free perio nd/ or | oyal t chene associated therewith. 26.A

syst em accor di ﬁ%mfrt‘}ga %W&hﬁ?gr(a:yhég@ Q'!?”i BurS ?Smar‘i%?m@f)ﬁgm% NRgda
second purchases ' Se AU ' [ i cation
N Eh The T ac g L N0 e KRB iy liplch, pairRont oTHe.

recei ves an aucresit iegilinomust benmade.second purchaser to act on a credit
facility of the second purchaser; receives details of an order placed with

the suppl e AfQ&tcdP B8SorAY ©F clameLY ] GRErek e R4S é@rﬁgnfier%é&m% ng
conputer; draws on the credit facility of the second pufrchaser; and pays

t he suppl i erettges segpded 9i thaeredit satemenivagaiersiiayesenis deadalobypehblie second
purchaser in ﬁﬁﬁord nce with the terns of supply using noney drawn from

the credit f ipt"g'; She second purchaser. 27.A systemaccording to claim
26, wherein the facilitator conputer consolidates the funds drawn fromthe
credit fa@diAtsystamtaecordingt topany heseof daiost he tbuddlswhessin theoerethie credit

et ruct ons2C0or SaNB PRI rerddt ubifaoMtei Ui he f nstr uct | ons

defining a_nmethod substantially as described herein with reference to
Figure 1 @Pp.A system according to claim 24, wherein the credit card facility has an

interest free period and/or loyalty scheme associated therewith.

26.A system according to any one of claims 15 to 25, further comprising a
second purchaser using a second purchasing computer in data

communication with the facilitator computer, and
wherein the facilitator computer:

receives an authorisation from the second purchaser to act on a credit

facility of the second purchaser;

receives details of an order placed with the supplier for goods and/or

services sent by the second purchasing computer;
draws on the credit facility of the second purchaser; and

pays the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered by
the second purchaser in accordance with the terms of supply using

money drawn from the credit facility of the second purchaser.

27.A system according to claim 26, wherein the facilitator computer
consolidates the funds drawn from the credit facility of the first purchaser

and the funds drawn from the credit facility of the second purchaser.

28.A set of computer executable instructions stored on a computer readable
medium, the instructions defining a method substantially as described

herein with reference to Figure 1 or 2.



A conput er system adapted substantially as described herein wwth reference

to Figure 1 or 2. 99 23 May 2006

29.A computer system adapted substantially as described herein with

reference to Figure 1 or 2.



