GAM NG SYSTEM GAM NG DEVI CE AND METHOD PROVI DI NG SYMBOL UPGRADES ABSTRACT
OF THE DI SCLOSURE I n various enbodi nents, the gam ng system gam ng
devi ce, and gam ng net hod di scl osed herein provides a slot or reel gane
whi ch includes one or nore reel upgrade triggers. Wien the reel upgrade
trigger occurs in or for a play of a gane, one or nore of the reels are
changed for that play of the game. For each changed reel, the reel upgrade
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that reel in the play of the gane. In one enbodi nent, the reel upgrade
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for a play of a game, one or more of the reels are changed for that play of the
game. For each changed reel, the reel upgrade trigger cause that reel {o be
changed such that the player is more likely to obtain one of the winning symbol
combinations in the play of the game, and/or such that a higher award is
associated with one of the symbols on that reel in the play of the game. In one
embodiment, the reel upgrade trigger causes each of the reels which have not
displayed any symbol yet for the play of the game (i.e., reels that are still
spinning) to change to a better reel strip for the play of the game. In another
embodiment, the reel upgrade trigger causes one or more of the reels which
have displayed a symbol for the play of the game to change to a better reel

strip for the play of the game.
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