


During transport on board ships, containers are coupled  together by
stowage components (10). For this purpose  many types of semi-automatic
stowage components are used,  which must be opened manually in order to
release the  containers when the ship is unloaded. There are however
points difficult of access, particularly between narrow     joints of
20-foot containers, which do not permit manual     opening of the stowage
components (10). Therefore it is     conventional to use special stowage
components (10) at  5 these points.       The invention provides a stowage
component (10) which     enables release of containers coupled together
both by     manual actuation of the stowage component (10) and also  ) by
automatic uncoupling of the stowage component (10)     from the relevant
container. In this way, uniform     identical stowage components (10) can
be used, and also     in the area of narrow joints between 20-foot
containers.     Confusions, such as were possible in the case of the
previously necessary different stowage components (10),     are thus
eliminated.    


