ABSTRACT The present invention relates to a process for preparing an
optically active (S or R-[err]-amino acid represented by the forrmula (11):
[err] wherein R represents an al kyl group, al kenyl group, alkynyl group,
cycl oal kyl group, aral kyl group, aryl group or heteroaryl group each of

whi ch may have a substituent(s), and * represents an asymetric carbon atom
and an optically active (Ror S)-[err]-amno acid ester represented by the
formula (111): TJ[err] wherein R has the4smane neani ng as defined above,
Rlerr] represents an al kyl group which nmay have a substitu- ent(s), and *
represents an asymmetric carbon atom apyr@ucded that it has a reverse
absolute configuration to that of the conpound of the formula (11), which
conpri ses sel ectively hydrol yzi ngwater and one of enantioners of a

[err]-ami no acid egher prepestenhven®yon Nee1dt8 W o Iprocdsd ity Wherein R
and Rl err] have the sane neanin as defined above, which is a racemc

s de ‘
m xture, in EFEDHIHEHEB SPtécﬁngoﬁﬁgbveihsaﬂfcﬁkﬁﬂﬁﬂmlﬂﬂ ReAd
5 represented by the formula (II):

NH, O
R oM (1)
wherein R represents an alkyl group, alkenyl group,
alkynyl group, cycloalkyl group, aralkyl group., aryl
group or heteroaryl group each of which may have a
10 substituent(s), and * represents an asymmetric carbon
atom,
and an optically active (R or S)-B-aminoc acid ester
represented by the formula (III):

NH, O
15 wherein R has the same meaning as defined above, R’

represents an alkyl group which may have a substitu-
ent(s), and * represents an asymmetric carbon atom,
provided that it has a reverse absolute confiquration
to that of the compound of the formula (II),
20 which comprises selectively hydrolyzingwater and one of
enantiomers of a f-amino acid ester represented by the

formula (I):
(1)
RMK)R‘l

wherein R and R' have the same meanings as defined
25 above,
which is a racemic mixture, in the presence of a hydrolase
in an organic solvent.





