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CLAIMS 

1.  A system for managing a conference call, the system comprising: 

a call answering server configured to: 

receive an unanswered call directed to a host device, wherein the unanswered call is from an 

attendee device that has been forwarded from the host device to the call answering server based on 

call answering configurations including a relationship between the host device and the attendee 

device; 

create a conference call with the host device; 

answer the unanswered call by greeting the attendee device with a confirmation that the 

attendee device has correctly connected to the host device; 

provide an option to the attendee device to join the conference call with the host device 

without attendees and a conference time being specified by the host device to the call answering 

server; 

receive a request from the attendee device to join the conference call; and 

connect the attendee device to the conference call.  

 

2.  The system of claim 1 further comprising the call answering server configured to provide the 

option to the attendee device to join the conference call based on an identification of the attendee 

device. 

 

3.  The system of claim 2 further comprising the call answering server configured to identify the 

attendee device based on an address book associated with the host device. 

 

4.  The system of claim 3 further comprising the call answering server configured to use the 

address book to provide information about participants in the conference call when the participants 

join or leave the conference call. 

 

5.  The system of claim 1 further comprising the call answering server configured to provide the 

option to the attendee device to join the conference call based on a database of conference calls or 

hosts. 
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6.  The system of claim 1 further comprising the call answering server configured to create a 

conference bridge between the host device and the attendee device. 

 

7.  The system of claim 1 further comprising the call answering server configured to greet the 

attendee device to inform the attendee device has correctly connected to the host device. 

 

8.  The system of claim 1 further comprising the call answering server configured to receive the 

call answering configurations associated with the host device. 

 

9.  The system of claim 8 further comprising the call answering server configured to handle the 

unanswered call from the attendee device based on the call answering configurations. 

 

10.  The system of claim 8 wherein the call answering configurations include options for call 

greeting, voice message services, and conference joining. 

 

11.  The system of claim 1 further comprising the call answering server configured to receive a 

request from the attendee device to record a voicemail message. 

 

12.  The system of claim 1 wherein the unanswered call from the attendee device is established 

using an Internet-based telephony connection. 

 

13.  The system of claim 1 wherein the unanswered call from the attendee device is established 

using a public switched telephone network connection. 

 

14.  Non-transitory computer-readable media comprising program code that when executed by a 

programmable processor causes execution of a method for managing a conference call, the 

computer-readable media comprising: 

computer program code for receiving an unanswered call directed to a host device, wherein 

the unanswered call is from an attendee device that has been forwarded from the host device to a 

call answering server based on call answering configurations including a relationship between the 

host device and the attendee device; 

computer program code for creating a conference call with the host device; 
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computer program code for answering the unanswered call by greeting the attendee device 

with a confirmation that the attendee device has correctly connected to the host device; 

computer program code for providing an option to the attendee device to join the conference 

call with the host device without attendees and a conference time being specified by the host device 

to the call answering server; 

computer program code for receiving a request from the attendee device to join the 

conference call; and  

computer program code for connecting the attendee device to the conference call. 

 

15.  The non-transitory computer-readable media of claim 14 further comprising computer 

program code for providing the option to the attendee device to join the conference call based on an 

identification of the attendee device. 

 

16.  The non-transitory computer-readable media of claim 15 further comprising computer 

program code for identifying the attendee device based on an address book associated with the host 

device. 

 

17.  The non-transitory computer-readable media of claim 16 further comprising computer 

program code for using the address book to provide information about participants in the conference 

call when the participants join or leave the conference call. 

 

18.  The non-transitory computer-readable media of claim 14 further comprising computer 

program code for providing the option to the attendee device to join the conference call based on a 

database of conference calls or hosts. 

 

19.  The non-transitory computer-readable media of claim 14 wherein the unanswered call from 

the attendee device is established using an Internet-based telephony connection. 

 

20.  The non-transitory computer-readable media of claim 14 wherein the unanswered call from 

the attendee device is established using a public switched telephone network connection. 




