STENT DELIVERY AND DEPLOYMENT METHODS AND APPARATUS
ABSTRACT

For scaffolds delivered and deployed intravascularly, one or several configurations
may be employed for creating a smoother transition from balloon-to-scaffold. For
instance, one or more spacers may be positioned in proximity to the scaffold.
Alternatively, portions of the inflatable balloon may be configured to provide a
smooth transition. In another alternative, the stent edges may be shaped to provide a
smooth transition. In yet other variations, any number of different combinations of
such features may be employed.
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