VEST AND POCKET - FASTENI NG SYSTEM BACKGROUND OF THE

| NVENTI ON The present invention relates generally to a
fastener for attaching objects to garnments, and, nore
particularly, to a fastening systemthat securely
nount s renovabl e pockets to an outer surface of a

vest. It is well -recognized that certain types of
nodul ar | oad bearing vests and backpacks w th nodul ar
pockets enpl oy sone type of fastening systemto hang
the renovable F}%%kets on the exterior of the vest. In
particul ar appVESTt PYRs POCKRTaEARTENTNGY SYCaEM
enforcenent, or sporting applications, there is a
le to_position necessary pockets or
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a%;gglllrzﬁgioné, eHBYEP % RPHEEa 3o BE able s position necessary

. pockets or other such objects where they are most useful <o
the individual user, as well as providing their ability to be

moved to. a different position as necessary for different

applications.
Examples of previous types of fastening systems used to

removably attach pockets to a garment include the use of hook
-and  loop fasteners, kespers with slides, buttons, snap
fasteners, and soft snap devices. Generally, the problems
associated with +these past methods and devices are the
creation of |unstable loads, unreliability, expense, or
difficulty in manipulation. In addition, past systems also
could be bulky and uncomfortable to the user.

_ A .removable pocket allows the user to tailor their
garment to best fit their needs, replace worn out pockets, or
exchange pockets more suitable for .a particular application.
Another prior method for attaching a removable pocket to a
garment includes the use of a flexible, yet somewhat rigid
 Strap being attached to the pocket and threaded or interwoven
between a plurality of horizontal webbings sewn onto the outer



garnment to best fit their needs, replace worn out
pockets, or exchange pockets nore suitable for a
particul ar application. Another prior method for
attaching a renovabl e pocket to a garnent includes
the use of a flexible, yet somewhat rigid strap being
attached to the pocket and threaded or interwoven
surfacfeaf &ipt uvastiy of rhmblant assyebdi 8gswsenn thilo technique
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" the present invention provides a pocket fastening
system for a garnent conprising: a pocket having a
SUMMARK| OF pHE: aNVENTHON east one fastener positioned on

the backing plate; and at. |east one horizontal
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present 1nvention pr ar ente conpri sing: a

removabke pocket MWWy aabagddodng! P12 WAy at least one
fastener positioned on the backing plate; and

at. least one horizontal webbing on the garment

having at least one recess for receipt of the fastener. |

_ An alternate aspect of the present invention provides
a garment comprising:

a removable pocket having a backing plate and a
plurality of clips openable and closable by thumb préssure
attached to the backing plate; and

| a plurality of recesses formed on a surface of the
. garment for receipt of the clips.

A further aspect of the present invention provides a
method for removably attaching a pocket to a garment
comprising:

_ins.erting a plurality of clips attached to the
pocket through recesses formed on the ‘garment; and

applying pressure to the clips to lock the ciips to
the garment. |




plurality of cli'ps openable and cl osable by thunb
pressure attached to the backing plate; and a
plurality of recesses forned on a surface of the
garnment for receipt of the clips. A further aspect of
the present invention provides a nethod for renovably
attaching a pocket to a garnent conprising: inserting
a plurality of clips attached to the pocket through

recesses formed on the garnent. and_appl,yin re .
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DESCRI PTION OF THE DRAWNGS Fig. 1 is a rear view of a
pocket fastener of the present invention; Fig. 2 is a
cross sectional view of Fig. 1 taken along I|ine 2-2;
Fig. 3is afront view of the fastener of Fig. 1
positi oned on a backing plate of a pocket;
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Fig. 4 is a perspective view of an assenbl ed pocket

i ncorporating the fasteners of Fig. 1; and Fig. 5is a
cross sectional view of the pocket of Fig. 4 as
attached to a vest. DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF THE

I NVENTI ON Figures 1-5 illustrate the pocket fastening
systemof the present invention. As shown in Figures
1 through 4, the fastening systemincorporates a
fastener 10 which is secured to a backing plate 12 of

S er 10 has a front segnent or
B@%@?ﬁg%q#%%ﬁ éga'#f@@ww section 18 joined
togetier htim guread stewi of 230pobkedb fadtehier of the present
ibRsidigped at an end of the front section 16, opposite
from, curved section 20. A retaining hook 24 extends
reartédy #rdm dronesgeseictionslt oviews ofindridgawnakdken along
liree reay; section 18. Rear section 18 has a |atch 26

Ioc%Led aé its end, opposite fromcurved section 20
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Figures 1-5 illustrate the pocket fastening system of the
present invention.  As shown in Figures 1 <through 4, the
fastening system incorporates a fastener 10 which is secured
0 a backing plate 12 of a pocket 14. The fastener 10 has a
front segment or section 16 and a rear segment or section 18
~joined together at a curved section 20. - A tab 22 is
positioned at an end of the front section 16, opposite from
curved section 20. A retaining hook 24 extends rearedly from
front section 16 towards and downwardly to rear section 18.
Rear section 18 has a latch 26 located at its end, opposite
from curved section 20 which is contained under hook section
24 when the fastener is in its closed position. Latch 26
includes an angled surface 28 which rides along the hook
portion 24 under pressure when the fastener is being closed.
The fastener preferably is made from a molded plastic thereby
allowing the fastener to be flexible. Flexibility is required
to release. the latch from underneath the hook section 22 when
the tab is. flexed outwardly. Front section 16 includes a



relief 30 which assists the tab and hook section in
flexing to release the latch. Rear section 18 .
includes a center clip pin 32 conprising two flexible
arms 34 and 36, each having a head portion 38. Rear
section 18 also has a positioning pin 40 | ocated bel ow
cent er clip pin 32. As seen best in Figure 3, a
plurality of fasteners are positioned to backing
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ﬂn%W§?£ %?%QP%&E&P %%t?@?eéﬁgﬁeV%ﬁ% loecadedi pedund 42 so that
thet diasierscars changedependide:dIPeB ahe backing plate in any
desired orientation for the particular application. Figure 3
illustrates one fastener attached to +the backing plate in a
vertical orientation, however, it is to be understood that a
number of fasteners can be attached to 'a backing plate in one
of  many orientations as desgired for the particular
-application. Figure 4 illustrates four fasteners attached in
a vertical orientation to the backing plate of pocket 14.
Preferably, the backing plate 12 is also plastic,
however, the desired material can change depending upon a
particular application. Similarly, pocket 14 can be made from
canvas,. nylon, or any desired material depending upon the
particular application. Backing plate 12 typically would be
- manufactured to be g component of the pocket 14 and would be
sized to fit the dimensions of the desired application.
Referring now to Figure 5, the pocket 14 is attached to
vest 46 by threading the Ffasteners into recesses 48 located

along strips of horizontal webbing 50 positioned on a surface



particular application. Simlarly, pocket 14 can be
made from canvas,. nylon, or any desired nmateri al
dependi ng upon the particular application. Backing
plate 12 typically would be manufactured to be a
conmponent of the pocket 14 and would be sized to fit
t he di nensi ons of the desired application. Referring
nQqw to Figure 5, the pocket 14 is attached to vest 46
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positioned on the vest, pressure isg
applied to the tab 22 thereby flexing the rear section at
relief 28 to disengage the latch 26 from hook portion 24.
Once all of the fasteners are open, the pocket can be lifted
out of the recesses in the webbing. When the fastener is in
its closed position, the webbing is fully contained between
the front section 16 and the rear section 18 of the fasteners.
The invention is simple to operate by providing molded
plastic fasteners, attached to the back plate of a pocket
which are positioned to the horizontal webbing and applying
thumb pressure to lock the webbing to the fasteners by a

clicking action. The pocket can then be moved to a different

location or removed from the vest by opening the fasteners by
flexing the tab to disengage the front and rear sections of
the fasteners. The fastening system of the present invention
is an improvement over previous attachment methods by being
easy to operate, quickly installed to provide a secure
attachment while providing simple removal of the pocket as



applied to the tab 22 thereby flexing the rear section

at relief 28 to disengage the |atch 26 from hook

portion 24. Once all of the fasteners are open, the

pocket can be lifted out of the recesses in the

webbi ng. When the fastener is in its closed position,

the webbing is fully contained between the front

section 16 and the rear section 18 of the fasteners.
destg@d-nvention is sinple to operate by providing nol ded
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of thehcilasmscappendedohkettioar a vest, it should be

understood that the present invention is applicable

for other types of containers or attachnents for

vari ous garnents or wearing apparel, such as shirts,

j ackets, pants, backpacks, or



boots. In addition, although this invention has been

described with reference to a particul ar enbodi nent,

it is to be understood that the invention is not to

be so limted and is capable of further and other

enbodi nents within the scope of the clainms appended
wHaPef &t iﬁEM%@g,IS CLAIMED | S: 1. A pocket fastening

system for a gafnment conprising: a pocket having a

backi ng plate and at | east one fastener positioned on

the bagkbagyBkates:andnal Jeast 9ne hopbzanlal WeRNNG,,.

on the garment aving at Feast Oné recess Tor receip

of the & agPekekr. Imvime padrerkihgysydtedm oindl &itm least one
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having a tab portion and g portion; a back
portioﬁihaiﬁﬁﬁta PREChN AR 2165} t WEHtH $i P 5R@ agarment
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fastening systemof claim2 wherein the latch has an
angl ed surface, 4. The fastening systemof clains 2 or
32wher €ha fhetehiogt syeteimowthadadnr dl whkradjpadent fladtener

compiabeportion. 5. The fastening systemof any one of

claims 2 to 4, ) ]
a front section having a tab portion and a hook

portion;
a back portion having a latch and a positioning pin;
and
an attachment pin located on the back portion.
3. The fastening system of claim 2 wherein the latch

has an angled surface,

4. The fastening system of claims 2 or 3 wherein the
front section has a relief adjacent the tab portion.

5. The fastening system of any one of claims 2 to 4,
wherein the attachment pin has two flexible legs, and an
enlarged head portion.

6. The fastening system of any one of the preceding
claims wherein the backing plate has a hole for receipt of
the fastener and a plurality of positioning recesses spaced
around the hole.

1. The fastening system of any one of the preceding
claims wherein the garment is a vest.



wherein the attachnment pin has two flexible |egs, and

an enlarged head portion. 6. The fasteni ng system of

any one of the preceding clainms wherein the backing

plate has-a hole for receipt of the fastener and a

plurality of positioning recesses spaced around the

hole. 7. The fastening system of any one of the

précedt raprmsindi wompirdiséing :it he garnent is a vest. 7 8.

b garment CREREEAINOhoR KEETONAPL 55 PACKEL RAWN O fare and a
cking plate and a plurality of “clips opénabl and

b
Plurg by @thyCtivmboprasdice andt sdissabile the ddukiingpressure

attyqia® tarnthe Rldkiald 1 Lfe y egreses formed on a surface
for recei e clips.

of the meng . t of t 9. The

gar ment® g?af%lfagiﬁ% Wﬁerrﬁcpr?stsr?es PR offr PsSURE3FonpE the
garmsadt ifor hecengtaofabhporfips.and a hook portion; a

back portion having a | atch and a positioning pin;

and an attachment pin _|ocated on the back portion. 10.

The gdhfesRrdend &ifmcd-aimefeivhanedn dheh dap=arcomprise:

angl edasufi@ee. skbtibie aavieRy 2 tGhal gy PeWRer AAat e hook

front section has
portion;

a back portion having a latch and a positioning pin;

and

an attachment pin located on the back portion.

10. The garment of claim 9 wherein the latch has an
angled surface.

11. The garment of claim 9 wherein the front section has
a relief adjacent a tab portion.

12.  The garment of claim 9 wherein the attachment pin
has two flexible legs and an enlarged head portion.

13. The garment of any one of claims 8 to 12 wherein the
backing plate has a hole for receipt of a clip and a

plurality of positioning recesses spaced around the hole.

14. The garment of any one of claims 8 to 13 wherein
the garment is a vest.



a relief adjacent a tab portion. 12. The garnent of

claim9 wherein the attachnent pin has two flexible

| egs and an enl-arged head portion. 13. The garnent of

any one of clains 8 to 12 wherein the backing plate

has a hole for receipt of aclip and a plurality of
positioning recesses spaced around the hole. 14. The

garnent of any one of clainms 8 to 13 wherein the

garment is a vest. 8 15. A nethod for renovably

at t achy ng Ba Igieled fora rgmevahlyoabtiasiigpgi asepadkgt to a

gaPm@htir Sbp i Hinge! | ps attached to the pocket through
recesses forned, on theﬁgérnent' and appl yi ng pressure
to the clie bingcid t A urabityo of heljmsemttaghed to the

podket nehhodghf rétas s d SryhreR! Ont BRe ChaPRen®f €aRdt ached
to the poc it.bﬁ inserting an aﬁtachnent post into. a .
backi ng BPRt-¥1B¥ PRESSHEEetto 1¥he eldpsetitodl etk cFpmCclips to
thel Gjadmendi.n the clips are positioned on the backing
plate by inserting a positioning pin on the clip into
a recess on the backing plate. 9
16. The method of claim 15 wherein the clips

are attached to the pocket by inserting an attachment post into
a backing plate of the pocket.

| 17. The method of claim 16 wherein the clips
are positioned on the backing plate by inserting a positioning
pin- on the clip into a recess on the backing plate.



