
The invention provides a method of managing a connection oriented
communication network wherein network services are provided by a
centralised network management entity, the method including the steps of a
network entity generating a request for a network service, transmitting
that request to the centralised network management entity, the network
management entity processing that request by at least ascertaining the
available, controllable network resources that may be used to satisfy, or
partly satisfy, the service request and the centralised network management
entity transmitting control signals to the appropriate network entities to
satisfy the network service request.    


