~e3e| P6(T|#C r 1 Method And Apparatus For Selling International Travel

Ti ckets In Conbination Wth Duty Free Goods BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON 5
1. Field of t I i The present invention pertains to a nethod and
appar at us formgngmﬁ@ﬂ&ﬂMEhandise, and particularly to a method and
apparatus for I ' free merchandi se in conbination vviztb‘u dcraxsi
tickets. 10 2. DeY&4ption of the Related Art Duty free shopping is a

mul ti-national business with substantial r&venues. Tn the year 2000 al one,
wor | dwi de duty free sales are estimated at $21 15 billion. Wile the market
for duty free gopdenba sHBSRARLEELLANHLO! S0 Nng Upl Valiee, Shopning L 2
relatively recent devel opnent, having its origins 1n socalled "export
stores" first establi She#eitn Erefambinpatibe WOtHORuty nFtéde Gumsds ng years,
nost governnents 20 enacted | aws aut horizing and regul ating duty free
shopping within their borders. Initially, duty free shops offered only
items that were subject to hi gaCKGROUNDt @R€EBHE . INVENTIOMS | i quor and
cigarettes._However, .dyty free nmerchants soon recognized the potential for
25 sel ling A wide' Eé%;iiﬁiﬁﬂfuﬂﬂfﬁﬂﬁagﬂto international travelers, and
over tinme many additionakpit &% sRave ;heconE oavakhallieas AW ¥ fheR ana

mer chandi se, including jewelry, watches, perfure, cosnetics, caneras,

el ectroni ¢ good@ppagetusWior hellgd ifhgr mexshlagdierowaed 3@ rtashilemrllyousesa such
as Dior and Chan today duty free shops are international showcases for
first class Iu%ﬁ§§b806i§¥ ?ﬁ?é%ﬁé ?o%ﬁrt%%;ﬁﬁ%ﬁs,uF% tarf, e %o
appreci ate theigquabibynativhewshhpsrandiotierets.2 2 8 OCT 200 take

advant age of themduring airport delays and even prepl anned duty free
shoppi ng tr ps. Initially, nost duty free operators were |ocal nerchants
who secured space abeabhBpiisnt BEOUHR RELsEEAl aprcCONtacts. However,
airports cane to reali1zé the revenue potential of such shops and began

enl argi ng the shopping aPeay fofré¢at ersietrirdmal t Lavel ®r s mullg inmedtmigeal
revenue, airpo ] enent, e | egan i ssui ng requests for sal s
( RFP) fron1per%gﬁgﬁgggkgﬁgh%ogggégg?éyﬁgt% f&nPééé-ai?803§“§h5ﬁgF gﬁgﬂ?
response was sahshant ivadriahdidesi gaeyt Heret healsdzeaand dutiercedf adutanfree
shops haszﬁgpagdgg,signif%ggntl¥ at airgprts t hroughout the world. The

pot enti al uBtot 8 par t'P¢ufar taGt y "AFEE tshdpTwi PREYof f&66r s€OGepentd® on a
nunber of factgusstSHERaaS the 19 tRkalg nurgry of eigd er B%%BD% passengers
enpl aning at that ‘airport, the nunber of international routes, "the
frequency of fFRyREsvVelvhecarrti Aegetrrmenti | haeipmeitacpliipynse ig ;so-
upscal e, | ei suLe; art e dony t r.e,relativ e gate
area where pasggﬁé%?s 5%&§H%$a%%?&%%e ?%gg %%F%%gl SF%Cgﬁ%a?EEE%EH 7
-mer chandi se, thkepril@é9sf.or Inhe theodsnatuinke wysaals,tr avelt destvienatneonss t he
duty or t "If_a i.ch the passenger may, have t ay at the travel
destinatigﬁz tﬁgaﬁgéﬁeggéﬁmﬁnépb i ecrdite FﬁgPﬁ?g% Ati GHEY 25Lres
travel ers at tbRoppipgrtwiemtht hecliengbbreérihe | easeiaThe, r exyerye paig by
the operator of the duty free store to the airport varies w dely depending
on these and oFﬁ@PSfaEF%?E.edCI‘?fé]rﬁi AE€Mhe thRFanyerent Sipice@lest@ M ighum

rent plus a perggptageQfesSal&-n as liquor and cigarettes. However,

duty free merchants soon recognized the potential for

25 selling a wide range of luxury goods to international
travelers, and over time many additional items have
become available as duty free merchandise, including
jewelry, watches, perfume, cosmetics, ca&meras,
electronic goods, etc. With help form world-renowned

30 fashion houses such as Dior® and Chanel®, today duty
free shops are international showcases for first class
luxury goods. International travelers, in turn, have

come to appreciate the quality of the shops and often
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30 Airlines have al so sought to profit fromthe duty free shoppi ng boom by
selling duty free nerchandise in-flight. Typically the duty free
nmerchandi se is retai ned on one or nore trolleys which are wheel ed up and
down the aisles by flight personnel at preset tines. 2 8 OCT 820014 200¥he
mer chandi se and pricing may be in a brochufe showm ' by flight personnel to
passengers expressing an in rarest, or it may be in a catal og at each
passenger seat,t®fe pbafnantagavdlfer shemr dvadingg aerrhndilsdads t ppidcaktrgnpay

in cash, check:pP%P%b%/nrg%fdA&tfaf% _tsfhoo%q@q:crks and credit card sal es
in-fli'g a

i 1pS . . .
carry arisk a veri fication an -account is in good stand=ng

is difficult. The parti culrirtiasidor,t mesdt afutgoofiSeOropd frer ik twedkd eyscyari es
depending on the carrier and the route. For exanple, presently one
airline' s nost “é%gp%}?srf% TRRM T HeTIRSS 2har IR sEMfQu g rr$pssnaD,

wher eas anothercaitddde. | isdisefeBY] OaFdomal chuyhich selils § apaboub, e

$l,000.00 at current exchange rates. Some 15 airlines operate their own

in-flight trol IRSHARkedh FU reverrieand Horgan tpiaed ing ot hpergerppieg of

et arry R ddd e PRISONNR AR R CATURNI O, A ML Pavqnue,,

particularly those in Nort Anerica, outsource eir
duty free sal esiprogranenggesterR0 agerttheyl 1do édan atarimerndgrsstSUedr as

nmeal preparatiqgn. Wien in-flight_duty free sales are operated by a third
party provider ,pliqr?éJSﬁI]ﬁ/i éékb?ypﬁ‘rccéf?l Ve5E785t hd®&F119 néCa ﬂ@@’é%{%t ety

percent age10f sales Qﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂingh@%sthe ©aBM & M RAl (b4 0sLBethhighh 7a, grew
and other factors. Sone in-flight prograns offer passengers the option of

pre-orderi ng nélé¥andiBenf Ebm sigsecied varbbog odf diuty free mbpobantise.

In one variati QRy,, G2t r f d f.q. international travelers
sufficiently in go?vaneceogg’f%ngefgagra?ﬁ\ﬁ? %ﬁcchalt(}réa#}ttcﬁ g%rrs?u glr? tea%'leac%%rﬁ(gd
fulfilled by tHé&edeparanirieldatad,uenidth a he rerahandicse yeimeg deldpresedl t o

t he passenger i flight,, In.another_variatiaqn,_ catal ogs are presented
to internati on%llfrtérq(g\l/re et sYBRFheir olt BOURA® f Iof%gtﬁasc?toﬁd sucly @sT Fv4 4

ordered netthanditsé fhighes. ckhesatpraapiogsampisdandenscagnpessiagdi se
than is 5 mnin zes the anount maintain is awaiting them'on their return

grans have the “A@anthfRCthat tife BIFRAL t RE t It iPnslderovange dfhe
availabl e on theelf@hlgy, oande1idnof, i NuLNt ry LAt the, prayider, must, Wi le
all these nodes of duty free shopping have ha% vari ous E(azlegr ees of success,
t hey al so havefiashéiént shart.comswgsle Folebxanp) echdutyrfreéteshapsation

of the store relative to the gate érea where-passengers

20 enplane, the local prices for comparable merchandise,
the prices for the goods at " the usual travel
destinations, the duty or tax, 'if any, which 'the
passenger may have to pay at the travel destination, the
projected increase or decrease in international

25 travelers at the airport, and the length of the lease.
The revenue paid by the operator of the duty free store
to the airport varies widely depending on these and
other factors. Oftentimes the afrangement includes a
minimum rent pius a percentage of sales.

30 Airlines have also sought to profit from the
duty free shopping boom.by selling duty free merchandise
in-flight. Typically the duty free merchandise is
retained on one or more trolleys which are wheeled up

and down the aisles by flight personnel at preset times.



30 face the problemof late arriving passengers, international travelers
spending nore tinme clearing security, and increased pressure on airlines to
neet schedul ed departure tines, all of which contribute to int En% ié)nal
travel er's spending less tine in airport 15 duty free shops. Iné quh 004
trolleys have a limted amobunt of space foB showcasi ng goods and can carry
only a limted anmount of nerchandi se. Such trolleys also face strong

© conpetition fr d p ich.can _displ ay. and inventory nmuch

wi der range of q‘?gog‘t‘s%/r%%dg%&f ?Ié%m@gfqg g snﬁ‘aé/r\ll/?\'ﬁ ded fo ﬁé?ézzlélﬁﬁer P&t ore
© flight face pabyeng€isghho :peysamtelbe ab t hesmingdig addkgssswhes t he,
catalog arrives, . difficulty 'distinguishing their catalogs fromthe
mul titude of otR&éF*&4tal o i CRY% ?‘b%d“tlhé‘ fef 3L 0Dhad s e RGERS R PirThase
their tickets =Batgo cbpsepbenf|ightrthae: Losrecai-vakha catal,0g hefare
departure, and passengers who subsequently cancel their Pl i ght's, all "of
whi ch reduct s&VedcardioPdncirasesexpeneess Gathvogsedeli verdd itrrdudight
for product del. upen e of_ _these problens, but 3Q this
approach is usg:n\eégg\gf or paég%aﬁ%grgg%%{a\%ﬁg%g Ghe way g:rLS h68e lﬁﬁr*&ﬁé’g’r%g
gifts for persorsidticeitéchl i ghttdesti patbant and ahsogbatbl §easatisfynd he
traveler's desi,r.% for _inmmediate gratification. Furthernore, all duty free
shoppi ng suf f efs TF S Ehe per cepti on anong 5 2 8 OCT 200 nany travelers
that duty free prices arehbi gparwhiGharexsepsingfor sat 84&% forwarded to
the traveler prior to flight, results, in part, fromthe traveler's
i nabi lity b céipateveheaditeyp fdarensiinge aii titherevariengasdr hai lroprieces.
Whi |l e nuch dut r pi r i.nternational airline travelers, duty
free shopping iygifalggg§n 3§i'l %%Ietesgtng% nf)grgngtlir}gtrllglg Er BV8 e FEPEPEVERT g Y
boat and even fanda QGienrmses|iswms;f f ehiekanpkelsmafdket 055wy, f ree rgeeds
usi ng many of e _sanme techni ques_enpl.oyed by the airlines. Techniques for
marketing to pé?%’%ﬁ%rt rad\F;Jirheg Fhe kY nét i%‘g]aq%%/l bvaFﬁﬁd W setEai £o%us,
etc.) are necessantlysmoeo.ion ted ang-tefd caldohdReds pR-shops atsdhe
exit point fromthe country where 15 the goods are sold. Mst countries
have enactled detatfREsS| awbesmde rieiTat?hst whi tiolehabt el hewds r egdl dteerdut y
free shoppi ng withi (N3 ) - ially free shopping works
as follows. A mrcﬁ%ﬁ’%&ggéi ;ib&glg }?) Eg?f@%%j?%i !énpfg%tr?é éag%r oc#(;n%g{ﬂ% &Jty
free goods purehddestsuchilggbts bromsphhelnmasf ast ucempmiesthar dir eetley or
through a distrj | on S_suc ood.s are retained for export only,
they are exenp%l??%%%U?ﬁ%ﬁglgﬁ??]égyaﬁagﬁé wel NORE N 8REr 3PUT8t AP TA5E 1 ocal
taxes. The shopst$oconc@5thhichinerthant sdseyl rsdehsgoedspargrknawn 4asduty
free or tay free shg{%, however, hoth are the sanme, the forner referring to
the exenption $Tom%iist onf° dfi'es uBbRSEXpPYREVi&SE t heSPERt erd s ef &&diing to
the exenption prepagevesAMent taxes iimpesediky the Fouptly ip,yaich the 30
shop is situated. As used herein, "duty free" refers to sales which are
exenpt from cuSReFBLeduUt PE¥s and/tdyindaxemrFor exempler, t heheer phramti dray

purchase foreignspade;ties, de ry,: hes, Li quor Iaf/mdbas .28

2004 6 etc. an%yn%‘ﬂgn %%rp rtys!t h(¥)\§ée é&gﬁkgnt% Pﬁgggéﬁﬁ-ﬁ RS o wh &R thng:T
duty free sal esaim$| depamterg Upon tdhepoctmhbb b doh ngpasial erondthie zeatiyymar t ax
is paid bycthe merchant on such inported goods provided, prior to sale, the
5 goods ard meintai he ?gh%rbgﬁ%l%‘gp? acility sanctioned for that purpose by
the governnment and provigeset he-Ferehant p £ofplies owirbh adds & £ablg e
regul ations governing such facilities. Alternatively, or in addition, the

mer chant nmay p?i?%h%%e @6 me REEC GEGFE P Ivhitted demsstsiec gbeRis weul ¢PEGivdt, in
any event, be sabiesy tor dahnymeﬁaﬂn@mﬁ%ﬁaﬁé? tyghcacplé/. Rri?ﬁ%ty%‘%ﬂ |
d y of the

sol d. However, provided they are maintained In a bonde aci l'i
type descri bedcabdieds domest i ciguogsdet e éxenpintemt bonapon texperiterswhi ch

is particdbarly,prfLagcti .0t case of. 15 goods which command a | uxury
tax when sold d%rrest?c}zliﬂ‘lg, lgluc g‘éaég% cSkhol ea"%adrtc‘i”@ear éfltcgs.i%r%fé’é“tcl,ers
mer chants sel |¢ay dempskicedgeods Mitfy 1flele wancHy piephtyuaeqdhke, sughgoods
from manuf actur.ers_at pri ges b%l QW, nqL,sorreti mes well below, the prices at
. _ thie "mérchandise being delivered to the passenger during
whi ch the
flight. 1In another variation, catalogs are presented to

international travelers on their outbound flights, and



20 manufacturers sell such goods to conventional retail outlets, which
makes such sales particularly attractive for duty free nerchants.

Typi cal |y, governnent regulations will govern the manner is which goods nay
be brought into and taken out of bonded facilities, ‘and L5 wi 218 OOTIAe
strict inventory and record keeping requirénents to insure that duty free
goods in the bonded facility do not find their way into |ocal conmmerce . To
mai ntain duty f t free 30 I i YANe] g del | ed
to travelers de%%%%cg t%g ng&)r%tl tr;% ﬁ%mamm%ilgﬁ%{&ﬁeﬁg%lggsonar lgﬁgg?d ?%lr:&%ée
and/ or consunptfiloiphdig si deThdmdt pooptreys through thechedoodsagmy thet the
reimported without duty or tax rovided their_val ue does not exceed the
entry exenpti orPraCiqroa\i%cPIf%‘fl(jl%rﬁ)o a‘tr}edm%e"f fr]? Ci?la‘ﬁ%]ﬁr gabo"ﬁ]sc.?egl'or??l%%r 8%t hat
duty- free nerchandirsthdissexpakhed,s N"BSLiCOUNEr i®s have ¢LgUI Al ORI it
governing where duty free shops nmay be | ocated and where duty free

ner chandi se® my* FeHas S rEl a4 He af aveTrt o t Hfg I PRt idor magtmay
be due to the dgstidfation country upon arrival, many countries exenpt a
predet ermi ned nonetary val ue of inported goods intended for personal use,
i.e., not intended for réBulle &Cbhsehesnt Inodes te dulayelferepusitbasesgduty
free goods for lr1[)é'levreso al, use JlLJnétJSer dteh%e%% Ii%n'tsse(t: bg t Sﬁdestgnatign
country, no duty or tax w i He’ payabi-e “ei Pher°to-THe coulitry whsr e"tKE
goods were purchasetm b@otbeodesysnat i garcoupbhyle Andieven firket hehops
pur chases exceed the exenption allowed by the destination country, a duty
and/ or tax*Ps RSP dudth 15TCRéeBver 8§e. +AtEhe BRFEEHNG: atRasSséngers,
jurisdiction oveledulyt fdge sales dis el egatRd 1P ths-Treaswy @@QEEHEM
and inplemented by the United States Custons Service, which,” in turn, has
authority to releyatidywer paidn 2O reaspshs Phebistuires oo @drl idiersector smaet

~airports and seapord s..4Mhge Q?E&P@t £ el at%} S JOVERNLPg Aty tree o
facilities and delivery o 3t y ~ fréee merchandi'se 10 international
travel ers is fourcrnnathidiad 189rateldes Cogenafineedeeal Regud atihonsirport9. 35

et seq. These ?5 regqgul ati ons provide, ng, ot her_fhings, that .
"conditi on§$I y Cgﬂ:[yy- %F&S m%l’%Fﬁ%ndi sim'?ggggﬁedt%%ljr@%hzﬁdﬁeseaso]rjdmeeg
duty free storemunthich gpddesrandinewtat ergaboba¥erue e addy agy1gre

appl i cabl e, have not been paid) for export at airport, seaport or 30 |and
exit points may ohifibedscinPuartd @&l iRear @iy Sser sord @l sprayiagst i ekees or

ot her proof of A_nm P, S C r 0. re w d

free merchandi s%@n%?ﬁe%@g‘%hemg{gu%%, Q#E% %gsgl éo’thlra%lr%é a Hslgg’f n(gigﬁde
strict limtaticosplay whet e.ndehnytofriye@ muzbs wiclkE 2 acangeercthandicse. nayubeg

del i vered . internatianal travelers, with such delive enerally_limted
to at or b%agon e “S5a 1t Poi T ARGTOC T G L RFIIRSE r‘Petf{iy e?e%[ﬁggl?lfo 3°8s an
area in close prapsemidards owan asyualotexbd her WepanbibDgng 2ddieseounhey. |n
the case of an airport the regulations provide that the exit point nmay be a
gate hol di ng are¥ i £a%dGat é*héF8Fng %EEBL?BlEMff'%?EH{“F?/lg%H&?e thet*
there is a reasonabl® asswbancend hatucondidd onal | praWtyf reeaMBEshandieg
delivered there will "be exported from 10 the country. In the case of a
seaport or |andismcdefbet Reiégit pFGissndies sdefiqeduirahehe rdgilrat Fonsess t he
poi It At bk oh ddlepaLLl nfo! odl i dualy 1as, 10, BLaghLoal alLaal Vo Bt
continue on to a foreignh country or to return to the counctry of” departure
by returning 153dduardugte . a dhd. p&uséogsr $ Nspec tsivdis g@einltiltyy . cadres ¥ egbkatdd ons
al so provi de that. %[q:ndi ti qﬂall dugx-gr ee ger chand'b.'se br ogght bagk int% t he
country is subjecttd U S duf% ald>f8x, Tsubfect 2hoRevBP? ©b t hB“pErsconal
exenption af f ordgkrsdLr nat icanal obsavekei seakli ViEAGFiNgRO t herUnpteduct
States, .which js currently $400.00 per person, though this exenption can
be pool ed among'SHHIS eVPPAVERBRE f 6P LHSr & WkpeRSi FEeFSod AT sBiE
cases, sucBpas.t3e0dsphiBakhed of romides Ul VhEOEBnLslands. e fxerpld on
is higher. Mdst other countries 25 have restrictions on duty free sales
simlar to thos@¥eret bdosa phecnsied Siatesfor persons at the £flight

destination, and also fail to satisfy the +traveler's
desire for immediate gratification. Furthermore, all

duty free shopping suffers from the perception among



It will be apparent, therefore, that new and creative nethods of generating
duty free sales are limted by the restrictive governnent regul ations 30
governi ng such sales, and al so by the above-di scussed |inmtations inherent
in the current nmethods for effecting such sales. 8a SUMVARY?2@F0GTHI0H
I NVENTION 2 8 OCT 2004 According to a first aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a nethod of selling international travel
tickets in conBidi 6HaWPLRrduthpaft eduiyedges frwimes saéngl digdur cehich,
conprising the &hs: A g erli S ongr | east_one.
i nternati onal t%avel lﬁgckg%)gatéag%&o%gee}béeﬁ%a%%cfE%%\ gﬁ?rgén anf)éra}‘lecre ELX®Ai ch
said internatidmal fiagkt,ticketltan bénpupealased fucam acldi rerpast ¥-by t he
custoner, the offer. bei ng nmade over | cor‘gl)uter network fromthe si ngl_e
source; io0 si mﬁriag?fe]dtfsx &%f?%?l?arfbe t%‘eﬁ HE (st Tt rP B Ce ikl oreedat Yingee
itemat no addiddial hatge provided the customer purchases said at |east
one international travel ticket at the offering price, the offer being nade
over said conputer netwoMbiflfom fEhsi ngléysoufcee ackimempengi ngtaéhegets
- custoner's deci;si RUr-gha j oneJ.s, | rnati onal travel
ticket and the l?u%}oér?%rlwg{aént?tﬁf%%ﬁe%t %Ergkrgg?%sét %\detzlstg%%ee ttlﬁofpflfl@e tfem
t he acknow edgenent adeahbainhee tovernsainh twionait etrae¢ Wor &; taceeNliinkg by

paynent over sai d.co ter network fromithe custoner. for said at |east one
i nt er nat i onal f%rogavtelggﬁtiyc%?? &P Ver i gt 53T dfé?e*lseagf’ror?é‘&i“}ﬂ]@r'narﬁ?ﬁlﬁﬁii

travel ticket tmtiyhe roust omRbdsands2aqadmbsiyNdot hericaist oime OEeéI*I&?iagﬁ‘éQOd
of delivery of said at | east one duty free itemto the custoner. According

to a second asFERlWRX HeY pEbgerd rilAvesti onlegher@es Bpovingedked imat hod of

selling duty TiReddamse i, oot naliomMidhditprogtions favel (lekets zs

froma single source, conprising the steps of  offering to sell’ torath
‘custoner at | e&s,onetdut yafremeadesmaati 1y préxe behoved, t hem ciyseasl pyi ce

at which said at ast one duty free itemcan be purchased froma third
Tociahn ﬁ%o%srf%? %lé?n‘@x dBOGYEr TR0t SO M r k¢ FBm

party by the custoner,
t he singl elsoutte; gdedsi miet ad@ausly offering to the custonmer at |east one
international travel ,

Most countries have enacted detailed laws and
regulations which enablg and regulate duty free shopping
within their borders. Essentially, duty free shopping
works as follows. A merchant desiring to sell foreign

20 made or domestic duty free goods purchases such goods
from the manufactufer, either airéctly or .through a
distributor. As long as such godds are retained for
export only, they are exempt from customs duties and as
well as federai, state and local taxes. The shops from

25 which merchants sell such goods are known as duty free
or tax free shops, however both are the same, the former
referring to the exemption from customs’ duties upon

export, and the latter referring to the exemption from

government taxes imposed by the country in which the

30 shop is situated. As used herein, "duty free" refers to
sales which are exempt from customs’ duties and/or
taxes.

For example, the merchant may purchase

foreign-made ties, Jjewelry, watches, liquor, handbags,



ti cket at no additional charge provided the custonmer purchases said at

| east one duty free itemat the offering price, the offer being made over
said conputer network fromthe single source; 8b 2 8 OCT 2022}3

acknowl edgi ng the custoner's decision to pgrchase said at |east 8RE Zﬂqﬁty'
free itemand the custonmer's entitlenment to said at | east one international

travel ticket, the acknow edgenent bei ng nade over said conputer network;
accepting paymSht-oP&d sElieP coMBater HetRorde T ot EOSt GREREEYr ki d

at least one dyhy hregdtggtyaduisi ngaibe GuIuoBL ghakhe mMBLPed Qfort
delivery of said at |east ong duty free itemto the custoner; and

del i vering sai doafloéagt soie i nterfatyonal texavel ratkebyt dheheeqgstagrter .
io According tg a third aspect of the present_ inventi.on here i s provided
2 et hod of “comB, T Rg t Hatan & bf S HESr nats BRATCE r S | hot b Uty

free itens 30 gustenare haomaisicdglie $O0UGRled ARiildityg ddietsioeps dor
offering to sell to a custonmer at a first predeterm ned price one of an

i nternational tratePYPOREt PAndRE ARYPHFIEST AR PR I6ECert e iR SRR over

a is conputer BetWRLEKsf rAMH hel 51 pghe: saMTEereglhiMit 8RS0WSIY XAl g I O
transfer to the custoner the other of an international travel ticket and a
duty free itemfaciéngles -nordddirniagiak lyharge ior adddddond predetegranandd
pri ce, the of fer belndymade ayer, sal d camput g nel work framdhe siaghe
source, wherein-d totar of sai irst predetermned pricé and sai 0
second predet enptpedprage keschess Hehasubhect otal daftva procesalesaithey

I nternational are typically taxed when sold. However, provided they
are maintained in a bonded facility of the type
described above, domestic goods are exempt from tax upon
export; which 1is particularly attractive in the case of

15 goods which command a luxury tax wheﬁ sold domestically,
such as alcohcl and cigarettes. In fact, merchants
selling domestic goods duty free can typically acquiré
such goods from manufacturers at prices below, and
sometimes well below, the prices at which the

20 manufacturers sell such goods to conventional retail
outlets, which makes such sales particularly attractive
for duty free merchants. Typically, government
regulations will govern the manner is which goods may be
brought into and taken out of ‘bonded facilities, and

25 will include strict inveﬁtory and record keeping
requirements to insure that duty free goods in the

 bonded facility do not find their way intd local
commerce.
To maintain duty free status, duty free

30 merchandise may only be delivered to travelers departing
the country from which the goods are sold for use and/or
consumption outside that country, though such goods may
be reimported without duty or tax, provided their value

does not exceed the entry exemption allowed for imported



travel ticket if purchased froma third party and a price of said duty free
itemif purchased froma different third party; acknow edgi ng the
custoner's decision to purchase said at | east one of an international

travel ticket and a duty free item the acknow edgenent bei ng 2s nmade over

sai d conputer network; acknow edging the custonmer's decision t Balﬁfg!uLZd’U? t he
other of said international travel ticket and a duty free ite t

acknow edgenent bei ng made over said conputer network; accepting paymnent
over said conputer network fromthe custonmer for 30 said at |east one of
sai d i nternati geabstravelTai ckesuand dhdbt yditge frem amgrfobrngdisg other of

said internatiagnal _travel _ticket uty free jt liverjng said
te%.gorq:e OS({’, CcQ q:r%. % Xl&_Je nd_‘eg%g]gt %élscx:.é%\%)rzplng

i nt ernati onal VElI " Ti'cket 't o sald custoner; a
advi sing the cuskeseduafy tfheoraitthed ofaydeld Vercpteld saidd whatne fdes, ifemto
sai d custoner, whereby said customer_acquires both said internatiaonal

travel ticket BRECEAPFIGG P P i toht BRLeC ph? cEPPeSZ2VRAA Tt he Prit*Fhi ch

sai d custongr wouhe Pay idasaia, wistaner: PoughtaithSaidh idHBINaE I Qheh
travel ticket fromone s third party and bought only said duty free item
from anot her thicedvpart ynaniccorWihgled axeppiEt h asgdetesfimnes mardmry

o ot SHEILY, BN AT, (o0 B am  fac e
to custoners frnem a.rsidrlel SOUFCeesadrRPr | Gimupduerttiey, st eps tak: totdpriidt ng
fromthe Conpu%%gc%gs%ge §g€§oqﬁ%eanggéégriig:Sgéisgﬁaf Kkkftunder the
10 limit set by the destination country, no duty or tax
will be payable either to the country where the gooas
were purchased or to the destination country. And even
if the .purchases exceed the exemption allowed by the
destination country, a .duty and/or tax is only due on
15 the overage.

In the United States, jurisdiction over duty
free sales is relegated to the Treasury Department and
implemented by the United States Customs Service, which,
in turn, has authority to relegate certain

20 respeonsibilities to port directors at 'airports and
seaports. The current regulations governing duty free

facilities and delivery of duty free merchandise to

international travelers is found in Title 19 of the Code

of Federal Regulations, §§ 19.35 et seq. These
25 regulations provide,  among other things, that
"conditionally duty~-free merchandise" (defined  as

merchandise sold by a duty free store on which duties
and/or internal revenue taxes, if any are applicable,
have not been paid) for export at airport, seaport or
30 land exit points may only be sold and delivered to
pérsons displaying tickets or other proof of imminent
departure from the country. To insure that duty free
merchandise in fact leaves the country, the regulations

also include strict limitations on where duty free



predeterm ned price one of an international travel ticket and a duty free
itemfromthe single source; outputting fromthe conputer to the custoner
an offer to transfer to the is custonmer the other of an international
travel ticket and a duty free itemat one of no additional chapges®r 264
second predeterm ned price fromthe singl esource, wherein a total of said
first predeterm ned price and said second predetermned price is |ess than
the total of amnemicberncfissainthy ierdwlivnald tvavieltdircketoddl pitrchaseds f rom
athird party andca iitemif purchased froma

i f. i'dduty f >
di fferent 20 tH#ir a’t{"‘{hf/;edq%ﬁ;i’slﬁarlﬁ rggfunt%atlhg(e&&%ﬂhegf o Grh tHe R&MQHerhan

of fer to purchasaiat saidkfretidh edeteemimed pri cResalkduahtlitast Qne,9f an
international travel ticket and a duty free item inputting to the conputer
fromthe cust oREfan-Tof¢EPse cPhe¥imiey the sbhartrelofxan ifvtrerdendonatg .

travel ticket t reepjt UL ki fr. he .conput er, to. the
cust oner accept%g%cg:oo t%éﬁ{a' cuIsI%oF}}g%' ggégf Eé% fqg Sﬁg?ﬁ%éce tgléel H " Bne
of an internat pawatider atedt tticketxahdpaidut yafyr e 14 eguaad hicddaequide=4 he

other of an international_ travel ticket and a duty free item 30 inputting
to the conputerfr tf?@tceus%ir@?n?nfadﬁ%tjr%ns Mg YpaG RERECof tleat d

one of an interRational & raveloddaketa e -acdutin fir @@ ddiemand iforysajd
other of an international travel ticket and a duty free itemif "said "other
of an 8d 2 8f@ee TP IMlThalebhupred abberei eiddtl diel gxgoryefl derdmem

|t ornatonal Lravel T oket (5 saa CSronmr = and At s Ag anrd BIIHer of

t he method of #éki vexytofpsiaitd dat \ddTiged t ém ttthe regulations as the
point at which a departing individual has no practical
alternative but to continue on to a foreign country or

to return to the country of departure by returning

15 through a U.S. Customs inspection facility. The
regulations also provide that conditionally duty-free
merchandise brought back into the country is subject to

U.S. duty and tax, subject, however, to the personal

exemption afforded international travelers arriving in

20 the United Statés, which 1is .currently $400.00 pex

person, though this exemption can be pooled among

multiple travelers for more expensive goods and in some

cases, such as. goods imported from the U.S. Virgin

Islands, the exemption is higher. Most other countries

25 have restrictions on duty free sales similar to those
enacted in the United States.

It will be apparent, therefore, that new and
creative methods of generating duty free sales are
limited by the restrictive government reguiations

30 governing such sales, and also by the above-discussed
limitations inherent in the current methods for

effecting such sales.



s said custoner, whereby said custoner acquires both said international
travel ticket and said duty free itemat a price less than the price which
said custoner would pay if said customer bought only said Rrg ecnagisonal
travel ticket fromone third party an@abought only said duty free itemfrom
another third party. io According to a fifth aspect of the present

I nvention, there is provided a S i '% hng t he conbi ned sal e of
i nternational travel ticket§ﬂﬂuﬁﬁﬂﬁfghiﬁgﬁiﬁﬁgég—Eé—custoners froma single
source, conprising: a storage device, said storage device storing a
conput er program and data concerning a plurality of international trave

tickets and a phcecartingytooh fitst pspectfofethei present inveéntiops these gorprovidadd ed to

cust omer - aRebTRLAT aag teniatone] heyeREaE & HomelagBhoat S dubppeg et © °
| “ter”%ioﬂ?ﬁﬁnééiﬁp@ sddrﬁg,eéorfﬁﬁﬂsiﬁg@h@ ¥tdpsest: i tem from the single Zo source;

output to the customer an offer to transfer the other of an international
travel ticket aofferingita gell tee customer airleasif one inteémationahtraypbliefet At &

second predete ned price fromthe_si e ' ; i d
first predet®® hgl?@ﬂaptﬁf[?ec“gm?s%cﬁ %tev(‘fﬁﬁh ﬁ@%@g}%‘gﬂgbwfge@ﬁ@g%g ee:?

than the tgtdha8dd drdthi £8hPE Sartyd bynther baétorterl the affek Hdingahaté auerchased
froma third party and a price of Said duty free itemif purchased froma

di fferent compdtepaetworkfearaithe singterseweecust oner an offer to purchase at

: ?Lg eI '1(};?]5 Predgl alitthB50sD dfesingHotnBl cdstanbr AP feddt oRB AUty FfdikemnaY nd r avel

additional charge provided the customer purchases said at least one
international travel ticket at the offering price, the offer being made over said
computer network from the single source;
acknowledging the customer's decision to purchase said at least one
15 international travel ticket and the customer's entitlement to said at least one duty
free item, the acknowledgement being made over said computer network;
accepting payment over said computer network from the customer for
said at least one international travel ticket;
delivering said at least one international travel ticket to the customer; and
20 advising the customer of the method of delivery of said at least one duty

free item to the customer.

According to a second aspect of the present invention, there is provided a
method of selling duty free items in combination with international travel tickets
25 from a single source, comprising the steps of.
offering to sell to a customer at least one duty free item at a price below a
then current price at which said at least one duty free item can be purchased
from a third party by the customer, the offer being made over a computer
network from the single source;
30 simultaneously offering to the customer at least one international travel
ticket at no additional charge provided the customer purchases said at least one
duty free item at the offering price, the offer being made over said computer

network from the single source;



30 a duty free item receive fromthe custoner an offer to acquire the
other of an international travel ticket and a duty free item 8e 2 8 OCT
2004 output to the custoner acceptance of the offer to purch2a§e)®Tapms at
|'east one of an international travel ®bcket and a duty free itemand to
acquire the other of an international travel ticket and a duty free item

and receive fromthe custoner infornation.concernin a of said.s one
o an et or nat s o edgag e cudlonians dedRies 6 puBEReraIn el fegst 088 4t nor
of an int j ' thi ' i j f an
I nternati gr?\a H?'?‘Q@i? &@égggﬁoﬂﬁ? éétmﬁ%@r}tﬁge%l@ (rgr?n%dsstto elmezﬁggbr%??\lggcond
pr edet er mitivkdt, the @eknowlebigeoratt bgirtgomadesioveh saiperhputer nebvgrkpsent

i nvention, there is _provided a systemfor facilitati t combi ned sal e of
i nt er nat i onal tEPC(f\?QF'RQiWé%nta%grdﬁ?‘g ?9'@8”%%"‘@6“ 3&’;‘1‘& r unqt‘%?%‘ﬁf d96i ngl e
sour ce,s COdHM a8 g8t oAe [dutypire6 ®@RYt er operated by a consuner and operatively
connected to a first device for transmtting data over a conputer network;

and i s a secondadvisipattiee cogtoraercofl the metheld efr deliveérppésaid alclepstongdetied t o
a second Vi for, fransmtting data over said conmputer network, said
second co %ﬁggmitﬁéh%&f"ﬁg’wéersﬁaﬁage device storing a conputer program and
data concer ni ngygliveting dhaid it Iehst i intérnbfosal tiavay Btkétite ied sustdgher. pl ural ity
of duty free itens, and a processor operatively connected to the storage

device and 20 operative in response to the programto: transmt to the

first fomput er RcYceorrdﬁ\%i t% & QHPHta%'beBFBWekae%eﬂ{ Erﬁfention, there is provided a

method of combining the sale of international travel tickets and duty free items to
customers from a single source, comprising the steps of:
offering to sell to a customer at a first predetermined price one of an
international travel ticket and a duty free item, the offer being made over a
15 computer network from the single source;
simultaneously offering to transfer to the customer the other of an
international travel ticket and a duty free item at one of no additional charge or a
second predetermined price, the offer being made over said computer network
from the single source, wherein a total of said first predetermined price and said
20 second predetermined price is less than the total of a price of said international
travel ticket if purchased from a third party and a price of said duty free item if
purchased from a different third party;
acknowledging the customer's decision to purchase said at least one of
an international travel ticket and a duty free item, the acknowledgement being
25 made over said computer network;
acknowledging the customer's decision to acquire the other of said
international travel ticket and a duty free item, the acknowledgement being made
over said computer network;
accepting payment over said computer network from the customer for
30 said at least one of said international travel ticket and a duty free item and for
said other of said international travel ticket and a duty free item;

delivering said international travel ticket to said customer; and



to sell at a first predeterm ned price one of an international travel
ticket and a duty free itemfromthe single source; transmt to the first
computer over said conputer network an offer 2s to transfer tohg oorhzs of an
i'nternational travel ticket and a dutyBcfree itemat one of no additional
charge or a second predeterm ned pri ce fromthe singl e source wherein a
total of said f

o Tese than t OB G custahdcer Bl Gt of Beiery SYarid HEbEHSe Meptfd Pf' o
pur chased %eﬁ@rﬂlﬁtcgﬁ?; glrvgﬁ{e‘bzyh@élg éhs%r'n@? RGufas bote é?ﬂl@ Mntferrﬁ@udrfa?ﬂ?dvial

purchased froma Ird party; receive fromthe first conputer
over said tmknepandrsamédw freaiiteot Aita nr@eﬁas&mafetfm pdee which saidrustmer mi ned

price sal d I east. one of, an internati on t ree
i tem &Lf’ cp@@@q;ebqq%otr}lye 'Q e‘?ﬁ%{%ﬁl (\tfaei}c?vzlgg%tafr%“ cynr#)ut er
net wor ks anthfraf;ﬁrtytahcﬁsaugmearﬂma@tdmy freb @m froheanatheptild parguel ticket and
a duty free itenm transmt to the first conputer over said conputer network

acceptance of the offer to purchase said at | east one of an international s

travel ticket a t r f

I nt ernati onal Rg‘if’i?% %k%?g"ﬁT'ﬁjtagg%an& tbgeogg%etn']ﬁv%ﬁgm?g@%{ev% rng|rch1e%j he

first conpmetiodoftrrusi®l @ computeeto W&tlwat&thmé@hbMedonmecsaiemfnmemaimnabnt of
said one of an international travel ticket and a dutrbfree item and . for

sai d ot hertrayel digkets: anchdutyohes items, 19 CUOMBEK HPTLA PIRGIA BOYTF SOMRTERY f

sai d oddﬁerth%f %95 bpternational travel ticket and a duty free itemis

of fered at sal d second predeterm ned price. 280 CT 2004 9 The present
invention is di a)watpuuuhgt from they ebmpetdroth. then dustppreraam offeortoesdlieat antirstal es
of consuner |tems caonbi ning the sale of ,such.itens w he .sal e 5 of
travel tlcRr@@tqrﬁ“ QNBEJC? RAe Ogﬁﬁdpt?égat!%g?é?g %ef And ﬁc‘i‘ﬂ}’itf@@s'?e[r%?rﬁm chase
t he consu travel tickets, or both. As used herein, the terns
consunernﬂéeér'ré@g%pagé(?s and "nerchandi se" are used interchangeably and
mean consumer gowgsatting ﬁmm thepesmpOterriol theli eugtdroer aotofferniiot tansfer fedee ry,

OO €yttt o B AP S5 8 Ve BT AL 6% By h P
_cl_ﬁgsumar S&b ‘Hd@iﬁﬁmaﬁcﬂarg@gf |aesé‘(|5‘tﬂ’fbe pERfeté®fined PrienRbmARe SghebBUIRe, et cC.
wherein a total of said first predetermined price and said second predetermined
price is less than the total of a price of said international travel ticket if purchased
from a third party and a price of said duty free item if purchased from a different
20  third party;
inputting to the computer from the customer an offer to purchase at said
first predetermined price said at least one of an international travel ticket and a
duty free item;
inputting to the computer from the customer an offer to acquire the other
25 of an international travel ticket and a duty free item;
outputting from the computer to the customer acceptance of the
customer's offer to purchase said at least one of an international travel ticket and
a duty free item and to acquire the other of an international travel ticket and a
duty free item;
30 inputting to the computer from the customer information concerning
payment of said one of an international travel ticket and a duty free item and for

said other of an international travel ticket and a duty free item if said other of an



I'5 inventive nethod and apparatus recogni ze and capitalize on certain
realities particularly applicable in the international travel business and,
in one preferred enbodi ment, achieves. highly effective inplerpeioglri 200 by
enpl oying the Internet or other conpuér network as a 20 nedi um for
effecting transacti ons The present invention provides additional incentive
for travele hase,.consuner _ite and/.or t.ray els tes
carriers tB 5@% d 2l Hgkeﬁeragﬁaﬁt dggfslffer?g 'tgghs'ﬁngﬁe'ietd r?lé 8 ngé:(%%ﬂdl ng
on 25 the greHefMingd pfee;i ng prices, may result in increased pr ofit mar gi ns

to the nmerchant as corrpared Wi th current nethods of selli ng consuner
itens,. and pardeliyeriagispiciintgrnatieral deaygbtickel ta saiskeustemeriand one enbodi ment

O oo " B 1 BEMer Y58 o o e LV BB REIE o

i nternati ogd dustorhkr, fhemebyngdiar custdmenaicqaires Botavediristennationat akaveped to
2 8 OCT 2004 10 urchase international travel tickets b be| n of f eredfree

or di scounficket andysaﬂd dutyylsea dtem abaguiceyess thamtigeprier) Whi Ha4gtomer

pur chases rsﬁcﬂiﬁi'\tt

aSmanuf act\gi?ﬁ!‘]eeﬂ 6#&3%%@@@5%%&0 a?&l}gﬁéﬁ%herrhﬁﬁ%%as!gtar\)g] ?ta#avel |ckets
at a di scothirt gartyrartebdughtionty saldrdmy fresdtenpfroreanysther trind mrtysuch as an
,airline;cruise ship, etc. This allows the nerchant to offerpassengers free
or discounted travel tickets uponlOpurchase of a threshold dollar anount of
duty freegoods, h eTeleno! tyat a
price [)O:I ow a cﬁ%ééﬂltnbr@t g.l ﬂhpfralh?;éebtf or s%cﬁ%'aggt E{V%Aptsﬂrﬂ?riéggrﬁéﬁaﬁa @

mer chant cs;ystmhffer fecilitatiog tise fcomblmd sakcolimternatiangl traesd tg:dxetjasand duty
uponl5pur th of .a threshold dol l.ar, amount of travel. Al though the present

i nvent i on 1<€ fgQs 19,CUp %Wr%@eﬂﬁﬂl?eiﬂ)%f‘ﬁﬁ FOMREEMSBN with the conbined

sal e of duty.frgetgagasdanece, S4i8rtafdgenatvité atsling iaCkeimputdrt prégkam and
beapparent that the present invention may al so be used 020effect t he

conbi ned s@ate Qﬁnqeamngua plurality og‘dotm'nailmnaidrm@ ticketsoang aj pluealityof chvéy

travel t| o % ‘i case of airlines, for exanple, thepresent i nvention
expl oi P t'h %e B3t on manyi nternational routes the "load factor", i.e.
t he25' per cent agg lpﬂice%%ai éoﬁhédt@@’ to tfe Sr&ys 4606 andbpErhf R Hesb@h@é’\ftolooo
Typically an airline knows well inadvance of departure the expected

per cent agethéfpréﬁmwtw Il be abI e to sell at published prices for
aparticul ar internatig 0o €

expense attri butabl e t é‘achéjgg(sjtoﬁ‘ %%@esi@n%eglr 2 f|P§"39-§88{e?r%1rle%°HFce
toiletries, etc.onefefran liftermationphtravelrtickektand a dutynfree iteint fronh ¢hesinglene can
derivefrom sel | i nﬁ ot herw se unfilled seats is pure profit.For this reason
airlins are wiSPHHF to sell unfilled 2 8 OCT 2004 11 seats at a deep

di scount from publ i ShefoRf k¢ ethe bilsBRAT dANEReith NirhhereP! Meceindrmypnid on.

t he nerchant takes advantage o= t .reality by contracting wth one or
more airlines tdntpmationaé trtavekecbetf amd iandutynfreeoitarh & ona\afl natadditionas t hat

deepl y di ted fromth i shed Th ct_f { thi
T ansacti on wi | BASEIe pbaReoN STHGlST PSP TRm Ner e SHFR. WereBhch

carrier, thoughg fotélsoﬂoééﬂQQGH Mre@%fﬁrﬁimé@bﬁéetd?ﬁi shifl SBtomdNpredgtffted
di scount ed price, the nerchant wl commt to buy an agreed upon nunber

of seals on a nmmberlsdessjtmarethmtotah@tearmtqeowaxsalddu gatignal iteavgl geket if

STl e i1 ar R Hoh it el Gt e, Py 6L 3R ORI o
the airline's quuméha’lgédqfomrggmpéntqmad dﬂparture or point of international
arrival (e g., the boardi ng@gate hol d| ng area, etc.), or even durin

flight with the assi $eegi¥e Bemaithe i custommes amaffer|to Muhehasen at said a&régl ring
ticl~ets for 20 COUH t
will also cont rgcga%@ﬂﬁudf%g‘g‘]haé %?g%llésﬁn%y fre@%@odsﬁélotrré@ugﬁ%tcm
internstional traecatlydree itdéth; course, the nmerchant will have to maintain a

facility conpliant with all a i cabl e regul atj ons for stqring,suc
o chandi sor 25 1 houGRORHE T HRcNG EySREs W roTse. B SgRuFbane dtyst G A of

departure (e. 9. iniid@ial rhf@litekst #hd autpldelitend; 1. s solely a storage
facility, i.e., is not ~ sales out W || be appreciated that the
price the nmerchant will have to pay to the nanufacturer or 30 distributor
of the conditionally duty-free goods will be negotiated between the
parties, but typically it wll be a wholesale price well below the retai
price at which such goods are routinely sold. 12



2 8 OCT 2004 The nerchant may advertise the duty free goods together with
the merchant's selling price therefor, with the price preferably set at or
near, but preferably not above, the price at which the sane or ﬁoggaraz@pl e
duty free goods are being sold througlgeconventional channels, % ch’a
airport termnal duty free s shops, in-flight trolleys and catal ogs.

Co tit i , . of , 1 del bl i th f \ dil
e oo oL Fe v it GBS EBstor HebeBance e Bhe 14 PO AERE S ) 1)
prices are conpgiddti e of hrAfHibiaBnaltra®efidket dHl AUblty! r6€ PR End e

i
nerchant will also advertise I nternationa travel on routes for' whi ch the
mer chant has comicnuire ¢oe otherof @ndsternaticnehtravéltioket aed padiuty frgeritagarancer s at

di t ed i . Alth t f tici t hi di t of
The. I mventi b Cthe mEPaNaMORLIGPEIOnRL et Sandesiha v aaR 8 onal
travel {&hat prefgpeastian iﬁf&réﬁor‘i’él t%@bpﬂbke@‘éhd%{]@tﬁ@rfﬁéél YeGindefepsaid dther

| owest or nost widely available price for such tiravel as published by the

airlines. is Thefdintntematianalr iraeel digket iandt & slube fregaitemtib saich other afi amal

or 1 ces, whi e anervohaf vBRRERIRE A 3 Ty HebtorhdE RPET L sefRRREM ke
for internati ongredétarfilnedypride.t he merchant still neking a reasonable

profit on the transaction. The international traveler is therefore
notivated to deal with the nmerchant because 20 the travel er thereby not

only optains du 0 t bt A e hut i free
or discounted t'l&éé{%;é@ﬁ@oﬁ ?gﬁt?)gﬁnaasgl%gﬁgr ltrﬁér ég%sgnggﬁ%&t@Hbgﬁ%rﬁgs?;ﬁglbaa &
transacti ogystéivi foryacilitating e onshingd saleofrintemationaldvavdlitivketsaand wudyt r i p
ai T port debeR (FMS INHSIoSS D@ H006 LS AHMBISRGni ng on Apr i | 5, 2000
airport d k ) , ‘ni ng on ri ,

at 6 A M _Suppogg %;clﬁotnhﬁtﬁtef' %?E 48§ bﬁ' a 'c%ﬂ@ﬁrﬁep'éﬁhiﬂﬁﬁgtiﬁlil eBnh8ételilts 4 are

i s $l 300.00, and { at the ne chant as negotiated to purchase tickets for
t hi s roundfirst gevi€e fon ttaresnaitting detaaives a0mniiuteSoewast; amdv t hat anong t he
duty free goods advertised t he rc~;ant is a RadoC- watch . i,ch sells
at ret® 1 in Ne%vs?ﬁpﬂé éof"ypqqé? Oﬁﬁfagg%%doa SRler én%legfé?‘i'V?i@ CBQ“%G%JH@ onal
duty free t inWhd - Ctsdiesesond

whol esal e %&%dgg §%ﬁ§%g8h§}%g%§ﬁt§m%é}tﬁhde%?mr%aé@ %ﬁ”&%ﬁiﬂ {ﬂ?%ﬁétggrch?n%rt‘ ely
$500. 00 orcdrapster |ihcluding aastdrage pdevitestarindhed Radwputar ¢ognagm arse data chant

for $l,000.00, the merchant can pravide the roundtrip ticket for. "free"
and sti |1 Samerds A Galiel MePalboslrer isBiRoanafa Bl oualedo
price to tiggms! avel & pdreedddr Gos@tiveNatehnedtedstd the MBIRAGEt dévi€é®Sand O
acquire the watch ($500.00) , less thé cost of ~_z:~ picket ($300.00) . To
practi 2k topeyativesurespenseto theepiagiamiiPon, 20 the nerchant need not displ ay
the price for the tr i . r ) i e aser
of the dollar val ue tg%'%dn{t3}8?ﬁéeg'réﬁocﬁ%g?gggﬁﬁ?'gh&nrﬁg?@ég%&éc %@gy.gt]o

qualify for a fioesell atlgefirsdprédeterminedysrice oné efrat intematibnal trhveldidkes
advertised by the nmerchant. 25 In the exanple above, the nerchant could
advertise that amd gty freedied frant theslR@le $OWCE:r ee goods val ued at

$1, 000. 00, then the ] [ : Af I ikPak ofrspt

bet ween London's Hea %‘?%’thfsr”é%r‘f'{&am\t?vy?g?iSg‘dﬁ‘ﬁﬁ%‘.‘@ggﬁt‘hgﬁk ':E"ﬁllg ates
and times specitoi teahsf@0thdl atbenaf an étgrnatioeacivawitieketcand a duty fnreesteneat a
particular travel ticket, End LhE mer chant cou| d ‘%’}ﬁnﬁﬁroapt .thg consumer
with the amountO®f %13, apAliongh SR/ PER RECANG, BT BIfASEl RS HOB Ve t he
sel ected ti Cketsiﬁgﬂé sdUre8, whetei & ®tal Bf SBRY firdt pred@bitied! MicCaR8WE 2
s ocT ~z~04 14 could first select consumer itenms for purchase, whereupon
the merchant cosgapncheregaterminedhpriceds less tthbanhihehtatakefta guige of s are
? \rlglel gb:oﬁr Eﬁatsgigfcecrﬁgﬁgﬁaqrtral?/ae?ﬁ&e%f 5uhr8hgsoécj fiom's {hl‘llrr(TJEpé)rfty 598 acéjr%seué?sraig duty

30 duty free item if purchased from a different third party;

receive from the first computer over said computer network an offer
to purchase at said first predetermined price said at least one of an

international travel ticket and a duty free item;



& . course, the nerchant m ght have nunerous routes for which the custoner
woul d qualify by purchasing $1000.00 of duty free goods, any one of which
coul d be sel ected once the travel er purchases the 10 required 8idCTai0anount
of duty free goods. Simlarly, dependigfg on the prices paid by the nerchant
to the airlines for the various international travel routes, available from
the nerchant, the nmerchant,  coy| d_set different m.ni nrumduty free purchase
requirements to 15 d@gpw]eyfrqrgﬁ %if'fqﬁé’roé'?ﬂm?rn?\éﬁrrﬁffq sﬂmpr%raﬁ'ﬁéwoqﬁ)ﬁlﬁ)g ®F For
exanple, i1 th 1Rhe AR diSsh nfirRBHIGHAIM2Rk| ficket Bndtd kEiffedirémeen
London' s Fbath?g&?%ﬁ@%ob? ;ﬁguios Angel es' LAX for $500.00,ﬁnhe mer chant
coul d advertise to ttrawvshitr ot thet firsbycomputepuovansseaidl ceomuter ofetwork, 20

f ds .t lify f free ticket on th t i nLai ni
the morchant’ & GreaERRaBI tealfer o Birceass. w2 Mt i SO3h AReRIRTR' (e’
travel ey for d“ﬁﬁ'é(vélrg@xéoﬁﬁé,d 866 $@R0.ifdfh e aseathuite tihe wEerhantas cost

for the goods, less $500_00 representing 25 the nmerchant's cost for the
ticket. O couristgrnatienatdrasiehticked @nda dutydrescitemdaBadl |y nodi fy t hese

requi renents. For exanple, Af the tgave [ i tﬁﬁ”%ﬁgchant
had a number of unsol fviecljéqrg H}? af{rg%r‘jtqngﬂ}tglf m&%eﬁt %gﬁ{ héynn@fqghan coul d
reduce the 3D ninfdrEfioRUtYnéerafgopagmeBe of esiid remerdf 4o inteahational dravel f r ee
ticket on that route, thereby reducing the nerchant's gross grofit mar gi n

) : g .
for the transactickst ansLe dutyofreediem §d:iiee said other ahap) igtarnetinal traveb g
OCT 200, 15 The g 1,C [Nals? V. F | i e
wth tRE presentOrhoicd SHOER HbBRY PerhotherSr dF iMrmars) kayd teRerans
hypot heti cal sahe@uty frbe itefriscoffdred at yaidr sszond rédetermmenotice. hr ough a
conventional 5 duty free outlet. For exanple, suppose a travel er purchased
the sane RadoO watch at a duty free shop situated in an authorized duty
free zone at an international airport. The watch would still be sold for
$1, 000. 00 and the cost to the nerchant would still 10 be $500.00. However,
t he nerchant woul d have to pay a concession fee to the airport that, for
pur poses of this exanple, is assunmed to be 320, which is realistic based on
current practice. So, the nmerchant woul d pay a concession fee of $320. 00,
bringing. his gross profit 15 margin down to $180.00, i.e., the $1, 000.00
selling price for the RadoO watch, | ess the nerchant's cost to acquire the
wat ch ($500.00), |ess the concession fee ($320.00). Mreover, .all the
traveler will have acquired is the watch. On the other hand, in accordance
20 with the present invention, for the sane price the traveler will acquire
the watch and a travel ticket. And by utilizing the present invention the
merchant will nmake the sanme or a slightly higher profit on the transacti on,
even before taking into account the 25 additional costs of nmaintaining a
conventional duty free sales facility which are avoided by a nerchant
enpl oying the present invention, for which only a storage facility is
required for maintaining inventory. A further advantage of this enbodi nent
of the present invention is 30 that the nerchant need not concern itself
with the airline's published price for the routes advertised by the
merchant, which may change as the departure date nears. |Indeed, and as
not ed, the nmerchant need not even post the fares, but rather need only
advi se the travel er 16 2 8 OCT 2004 of the dollar value of duty free
mer chandi se which the traveler nust purchase to qualify for each advertised
route.



Returning to the exanple of a Rado watch sold in accordance wth the
present invention, once the traveler selects a node of paynent and
conpletes s the transaction, the nmerchant forwards the international travel
ticket to the traveler in any avail able way, as by using the Bgrogrcgps of a
travel agent, or arranging for the airlinegto deliver the ticket, depending
on the arrangenent negotiated with the airline, or alternatively by issuing
an e-ticket.. As for delivering the duty free nerchandise to the traveler,
that nmust still be done in io accordance with the applicable government
regul ations, which typicaey galide {fednéith NBsChardicsedbadded i yeved at
or near the exit point, which for air travel is at or after the departure
gate. As part afetthosl apndngepmanatus pliechsffafitdagunsedesi et SORAUBBFK,

t he nerchant mgy negqtiate w th irline to o] i t uty
free is ner char‘?d:ieénéggﬁ’oyt%%mlfjf%lvneé gtfehegtgéai o%fat?'génﬁ p}é\%?nﬁ%t‘\ég]t'%ye{é%pp?(l:gbl e
gover nnent pegwmttixaysel Whicketsmyibeaaway hehgtt proohdeébetphankersipeinth
arrival in the destination countré%) or on _arrival aqn the rtet'{urg trig.

Unl i ke convent iigHa" 5eteodEC o P& RSk yCPPERRE ArENS setPwniFERVFPRqui r e
a third party priadedsy, tor pBYtR0 aidddaidedrhatdin nechor tebasprcvhbeger of
selling duty free nerchandise to 20 international travelers, it i

is
antici pated t hdtteme such p@PRSE wi | BPBe dudreFIHRREIAS chan@r&el | i R§eduty
free nmerchandi sg 4 r_ﬁ,gaq,%rec%% whih PEERSHhe i N\WIYdLNo£PEOCAUSEYHES
airline is satis"'gﬁeg: tose I%iets unfiéﬁ%ed sealtls? and in return is #32 8 COCT
2004 ° 17 eaxRpeciredudirgpopsrtat exati t hLintideder dleant] ewe lalh ectel@ctirorigseof the
duty free nerchandi,se at no_additi.onal .char t e ut..exen if
the airline doé m ¥ ?lf?earr%%g%a%?’df g‘rotsgsgir%{tﬁ%g&%rrlgl f%gnxng 5
del ivery of dutand r eson@mimdendiseinits hewgakatayeasoldonashedpkgnefrebe fee
wll, presumably, be far |ess thaT the fees currentl%jecpaid to airggr g and
airlines by thiBFPHEIRIFHovRHelElhhiath SEITURR S TTECHr cRafdi & E)§7
conventional nginds. JOrdibd, Varrdtdindt ofaddeespr eserticenveatton, tike
merchant may decide to offer consumer itens for free provided the traveler
pur chases a5ti ckuterdfivrifmethedt andl PRPavarye HECPHRLIRRr BRINC2P1ILAEVEFEEI sed
price. In that eve i 1. wouyl d,sef cou ?t'@@lﬂ:‘?ffs farpitshe ;45 grechant
to advertise thcgn a\rlgaeﬁﬂa%ﬁne 'fgre%\}é‘?lﬁ%ut gg tJ()get er W_satasg tlhe mer cﬁant' S
ticket price, whtdrmutefarabl rsividll twoelidebe aandr bigl owrehe paiefeirneds

t tail ticket i . Ih b d al d L
tems v | abl STRIUEELT | B SE bUE-PRLY e ERbbUR moRb PP REi o hotne

essential for td@IBFah@nthbo iadeahkitsprotrer f eompheeremitandikses a

al though preferably the merchant, would still do so, or at |east the

mer chant we@l d ReRASHR | & &89t in% /SR SASeBRPetitor's prices for. the -
mer chandi se. In either 25mpventrogént Nt envahioeRl bravebes, faddiexannle,
woul d select an international travel route for purchase at the.nmerchant's
advertised pricincelttelve avider Wwaneledso e aMGANESE t FOSEVBEE dAEF™Er ee
mer chandi se, w th f f : C i able .
by 30 the t rave?rédr}cg‘gi %gé\%e%#e%%’n %ﬁ%ﬁaﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%@?%ﬁ?@églgg% S

ti cket purchaseshd f me@chantessarla. mhoamswnet hétamsclranti séepetding opneach
purchase of one or nore tickets l&ge traveler . wuld belshown:.L ic%urga or
descripti oS of tB&aFPAGREPHUEY SPred Fe PAERGI s &F% ohF U1 278 3604
which a sel ectigr,ean her§Bde. tbf thasnescpast easedonpheeaemdhancuzreakl i ng
prices for the merchandi se were shown, then the travel er woul d be aggl sed

of the dollar anethRdafofussliine FRRIHATI L. ARt AATFRIAEqYi FBGY
free goods.
In accordance with one embodiment of the

30 method of the present invention, internatiopal travelers
are encouraged to purchase duty free goods by being
offered free or discounted international travel fares

and/or international travelers are encouraged to

-



S for free based on the price of the tickets) purchased by the traveler.
Usi ng agai n the exanple given above, the traveler would see the nerchant's
advertised price for a round trip to London, which preferably woul d be at
or 10 below the airline's published price of $1,300.00 for thaté8d&Te20ihe
travel er woul d al so be advi sed that upon p}ﬁ)rchase of that ticket the

travel er woul d receive, at no additional charge, duty free nerchandi se up
to a val ue of $1rgbese0,imkecviriicnde éxample tindertslSoygobeiider atffurawul d
i nclude the Ra tch. um ng.the nerchant's advertjsed price for the
round trio ti c%gt?\é?c? o%idb‘%%o%tf%dt BELakECSs T 5air | i hR §2pakI C¥ted R i ce
of $1,300.00, nkthbe,travel rerthentbopghichtBest i ckety andrsel egbed st hegRadoO
wat ch, the 20 fr:}rerghant woul d, 'secure a gross profit margin of "$500. 00,
i.e., the purcAasSE°PEoce P6fCERe tidkBt to the tThekterlsl, 300600, lass

t he nmerchang' s e@gt ui gi tc 500. 0 , rchant's
cost for acquiring ?%ggtriégget H%égﬁ(&)ﬂ?g}:}%@@' I {Et\(mél [ beg)ﬁgt e"ll %ﬁatfﬂﬁ:n&fahsl $° 25
enbodi ment of sH&Plagent¥avel hédigkess profiat dasgountedt peiver chaoh an
($500.00) is hi han in the_earlierdescribed enbodi mrent_ ($200.00), and
this will vary [Forenaorrans er toNOFS. { RE- RSt depandett (bn A 1He.
differential betwees tdteimirkine' s pubki slgdbwy i eBef ae@hdie teawdeds cket
and the discounted ticket price paid by the merchant. By opting to use this
second enbodi nBAESGRIPRE | dvé&hti dif | SeSSORRTedt hEreeket CRRUCBET orupdn ce”
duty free rnercBardhsge tHe nerchantshas t heiaddi t Lapah - opdkonypf,, off.erd ng
the airline ticket to the 19 2 8 OCT 2004 traveler at a discount to the
publ i shed pri c8°RRAF} e withh | thecututiy Areeasmral ebgiogs qirfefied naygithe | n

t he exanpl e gi chant_coul d_instead offer. the raund trip ticket
to London for %%?Sséggoﬁdgsﬁﬂ% 59%%&% acg%(sersltprrotl lLirraPﬁi‘ﬁgoféor
$200. 00, i.e.,s8&h00gbo86.recehVecrfaritdbyti cked, desshime cest ofrtde
wat ch ($500.003%é | ess the %ost of thcﬁiti cket ($300.00). In either event,
the transacti oR*RBERESFRen*pPBcel i Tt He MeifherdHescritisy @ f oiPQthe
enbodi ment1svhepeiBhibe 1@+t r avelweirqunshasesoduty frgeuREr chandise and
acquires a "free" or discounted ticket. Wien this second enbodi nment is

sel ected, 'thePhEPeRaRt Wwhel HAxSFaidve iheepio®n bF adasti myetdegably
advertised tickebrorbaeeanet! dohRecgibhinecs bl ahBdn REhge Mary,. For
exanple, if the airline raises its published ticket price as the deparyture
date nears, théreercghads wogl drHamathenegt itomwofl raiskelgs t het nedahante s
advertised tic rice, . thereby increasing the nmerchant!s profi.r margin
whi | e mai nt ai nigﬁ 2L b ettt it\%ee 39 S5° et“g'rei“}clcéorhéw dF &3 {B‘F Wheeh to
enmbodi ment2of &heept esert doMRINdONshSe Ml Oyediutd Wkl heRPPreciatied

t hat nunerous (\é{ari ations and nodifications may be adopted. For exanple,
taking the firSPMehbbai ABA(CHI 1BFFERF HECRS! freevel EH<kdimted tickets upon

the purchase of a threshgld dall a; amoust of ~dutysfreg, pergl ise, dife the
duty free nerchandi se purchased by the traveler 1s’insufficient to quaeiify

for a free ticReeS¢E t hevestiiensekeepiledtby ttiie tréaet erthéhe tnavelaary
coul d be advised: 30,1 bhat, Ff coul,d.stilh acquire th i cket b ayin
; e the d . S
surcharge, which nmay Sti1T  be Par ess thanlﬁt%ae aﬁ? %%%Is’ puél gshed%ph?ei ce
for the tiXketpeFoeneageple, btathe firldwel erioptisdldw pooshasendutofdaree
mer chandi se Vavldéjfg %tel%revl ylﬁg‘go OOTy’Ez)a'{]gaJ\_l\ﬂr/]t %91 tgig'fl uérekntot)ves rv(d)ng.ulj inzo 2
8 OCT 2004
advance of departure the expected percentage of seats it
/ will Dbe able to sell at published prices for a
particular international route. 'Although there is, of
30 course, some expense attributable to each additional
passenger for meals, fuel, toiletries, etc., for .the
most part any extra revenue which the airline can derive

from selling otherwise unfilled seats is pure profit.

For this reason airlines are willing to sell unfilled



trip ticket to Zondon, the ticket probably would not be provided for free,
as the nmerchant then would have a gross profit margin of only $100. 00,
i..e., the sale price of L_~e nerchandise ($800_00) , less the cost to 5
acquire the nerchandi se ($400.00), less the cost to acquire th@ & 0CKkeungs
($300. 00). However, the merchant could offer the traveler the option of
conpl eting the transaction by payi ng ~a surcharge of $100.00, which would

gi ve the marchantt a g\ryoss pc¥ ofit margin of_ $200.00_10 while still providing
the ticket to YHETravel 8r 457 ofii-§ 8106, 0F-°% . BUPLyshpdpd o Rhe ai Fhine' s
advertised prigesodacoulr sgith haHd aysletlencoulidvahs9osi MPLiei NgLeRRE LRI S
duty free purchase to qualify for a free ticket, which he may do by '
"pool i ng" hi s 'RItSE freBanB2Her Rased Sswiter Ly s exeritera timer ¥ nitler naei onal
travelers. Simiapbye ifidinecsecondopmbadiaent Gk Lhe.dnveption. L s gmpl oyed
(i.e. buying a ticket and receiving free mer chandi se), the faverar “€oul d
be 20 of f ebed ttevaipt btn pPfipayi nhad sarehaegelif dhecdurcket Hecpur ehases
does not quali fl%(gf.or t(?e nmer chandi se he wants, For %xanpl e, if the traveler

pur chases a tiCREtF479 $BHO°BD; bul MSmieCthe BltoRT watcls, EFRNER &V &PEY

- C
woul d not qualiifiy f osft Beuwat chpbeeause 1k cwowed Jeeave 125 fhe dmeichapy with

an inadequate profit margin, i_e., the selling price of the ticket

($800. 00), | e Fhecebsicsf theupickidt {abeges$rsdyodeontesss atisst cokatof

the watch ($5QQ, 09)+,yQuld .l gave the t Wi a,gro rofit margin of

only $50.00. But thearrer cﬂgnt could %‘?Eﬁﬁer t ep}é\%!:?f a\gg e?éetlﬁ:gaélp’ti‘g)ﬁﬂgf

conpl eti n§0t heeammains awt ilony byn paga ewpd ansen changer of £ $s0: H0n Whi shmpeul d

t hen give the rchant. a qgross. profit .margin of $200.00, while still

' owtng ¢ he. (avet R EeRatEcq TR iRs WAh atoRh 5 5150, Db, Foe.  ~heP

bel ow t he bestcoamainpRltedutyafree re2u8nOrerT the2 Pt 1L Fnhbe

merchant could require the traveler to pay a hi Jgher surcharge,” thereby

i ncreasi ng t h& Y {1t s TP Phte t Widrgi Affasd a the t mercaknér naheve,

instead of of faIdiRg & "&ELLve AULY ST %Eeﬁpggaed'@e 4RO, AT Chase 19{;-&

ticket or a "free" ticket upon purchase o uty free nmerchandi se, fie

mer chant toul @fadvaiteirsetdehkilngdepstesr$ orohoplinitckefs amck mres chandi se,

i n which event, _f. examl e, ,the.travel er cquld purchase a predeternined 10
dol | ar amount %&rfl&rftly (?er'eée' ‘merChar |rsd§lnc?e§§gc§ént u%poéhﬁtrf% adtgﬁal’are‘é‘ﬁo nt of
the ticket purchasednbydutiend r avebRe, Wrchvi eReversastMide t Be NBr ehant
setting the paraneters in a way that naintains adequate profit margins. 15
Q her obj ect s PATFoP&stlur es of the present invention will becone apparent
fromthe foll ow ng detaided desGriRid on f ceggcﬁdirkig{gef erggd enbodi pgpt s of
the invention considered in conjunction with the acconpanyi ng dr awi ngs. It
is to be thdeidttesaationalertrt hat thecdestefppirénesf, tihe prefenaed
enbodi nents apd h ' si.goe l.el.y faqr puyposes of -
illustration gﬂ&lngdt%cgm%&gg%?t ?gnogp t Ozl%lj“:%ﬁ%tns?(i(%fy tHe A nvent i 8R° “For
whi ch referendershoald be nadeetoathenappendecklelrai.ns. di sbawkd,betfigrt her
~understood that 25 the drawings are nat drawn to scale and, unless |
ot herwi-se i nd|m(':e<'§ftc§(inhcarwelJﬁntk}s@%v egtci deoHEept Fal 13F 5 06t TR 4 3RE sPE bRt ur es
and procedur esldesgidiethyiey etdtu13Q BRIERF RESCGRAHON & ThHE ORAVENGS | n
the draw ngs: FIG 1 is a block diagramdepicting a preferred
i mpl enentati ofPORIPhe WiesEREL hvenfPBA GSitnPc Rt eRt| pear? 8 TETN2003

of departure (e.g., airport, train station, etc.) if it
is solely a storage facility, i.e., is not a sales
outlet. It will be appreciated that the price the

merchant will have to pay to the manufacturer or
30 distributor of the cohditionally duty-free goods will be
negotiated between the parties, but typically it will be -
a wholesale price well below the retail price at which

such goods are routinely sold.



22 avail abl e conputer equi pment comunicating via the Internet; FIG 2 is a
bl ock di agram depicting in greater detail the nerchant server _in FIG 1; 5
FIG 3 is a representation of a nerchandise inventory interfac28gpTegp; of a
type that woul d be downl oaded from thel2rerchant server to the custoner
conputer in the systemof FIG 1; FIG 4 is a representation of a flight

7er chant ser ver 108 TRESHAR: B10r SBUHISEoIe fibhdTes, ediisofosatier Wi HRe: ' oo
I's a repr e%ﬁ#tﬁérﬁ%”&ﬁﬁr&% \Bﬁieétmg%fpg%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ &fdéeﬁréf&ta%'l)f R6E at i 684, Yut @

type that | oaded romthe merchant server to the custoner
conput er i preférabbysoteaabavie, fHepride atfwhichithe same epecempatahiée dotyfrea goads oner

dat abase scregen of e that woul d,be accessihle on t ner chan erver
o base st scl tnyBligh FahySRicds SBaRissc i) fe dipoR el Ay S5
i 11 ustrati sgogerihdfightPiralfed/s 864 idapAI8aENCakipetifor pridest bR, RGfee@ivse] Widdly i on.
. DETAI'LED DESCRI PT1 ON OF "THE PRESENTLY PREFE D EMBODI MENTS 25 Wth
ref erence published Bnd; hihepefesentreadilye raviadables torotie prnercbaabl whergblye tegit ed

by a system.i ich conmputers h I icate via a conputer
network, s &}fsn {Ra aﬁ‘Hggﬁ‘ hgts_uréﬂﬁ{ '§rﬁr|°§’glazgrmeﬁ®xgof t he invention may
be in the form Pfad&ﬁorﬁ“t@b@(/é@idinéfkhﬁ%i‘rﬁe@@dd&, ithé wsreleastdyillalsy adkertis@gr am
formin FIG 1. The system 100 will be described in conjunction with the

preferred ieroationalitravel oaireutasionmhisthie mergant agLantiastest taipuehase ﬁdl ;
ol & ar orats giom B pasSiiger oritfesat e CAIRUT TR AU ASEnankiaichy 1O

readi ng t hios prasticingtthisrembbdimertesfsha ridvértian, the nserehant meay alse displayised
to i npl enent, the variaqus ot her enbodinents Eaﬁ;]ergl at eg Eﬁ\gm S{é(’.:‘,é‘)b as

of fering fPaeeSIOr GUShJDieraational trayek thak Prefecabivare at epoe PEeigFRPlY
purchase a &;p_pl r : L i il 4 ohbhgkets,
substituti Plgth%r I héﬁ%m%ﬁc?ﬂﬁge l| n[y %%%@%bgﬁ grs"ﬂ ontlté;fell tgrswhfe’b%@el

ti ckets, obyée aglirgesods and services that do not qualify as duty free, etc.

10 Furth , il.e th Al 1 t ferred,inpl tati
of thelpy eaont . Thiisraubted Prics meid by theaneicant fas hErmateT Rl TRkt | on
i's not mangdmis Yhe ?ﬁ@ghgﬁt R LEP YuipYreBegddRC hi Sﬁ\pbgtg@%%rieégp@h"@fat the

alternate ways, including ways that do not utilize 15 conputers or the like
and/ or do sameuine affednga free vedwreply disceunted tioketdbr indenationak fravel, with

Accor di ngl the description,of the preferred enpodi nents, and t.

vari ati onsﬁ{%épgfﬁ%@ugaﬁitg@kﬁg e? n' apbfenpqroﬁg %%rq?ier u*éﬁ“%%ct“Pﬁm ﬂ"r:‘\g t he
scope of 1t [ieinBHERAI PaveldhisCthetdliors nistivared to ek witAPpensreecHdri bBsaués
shown, system 100 includes a nmerchant server 200 which nmay be a general

pur pos@o di Hie kavelenthareby apéranty ehtaing duky kee gensiscatosompeiitive pUces. dut al

. q _ . ot . q
avar abl o Pk AEEE oP ek RE T MAER% RoveiapaTiie sarf?? O0
communi cat tragsadtion. ot her personal conputers or the Iike, of operating

security software of a type well known in the art for providing secure
on-1i neypur chasBXgvay of ey(gmple, suppose a merchant ac}vert?sespa roundtrlg between

New York's JFK airport




30 protecting credit card nunbers and other consuner information, and of
perform ng various inventory and accounting functions, as by enpl oyi ng
comercially avail abl e software, such as Mcrosoft Excel . The sel ection of
a personal .conputer suitable for use as the 2 8 0 CT 2004 22 grecehamnt
server 200 is well wthin the capabilitieg3of the person of ordinary skill
in the art.. As best seen in FIG 2 wherein the nmerchant server is
illustrated in blogk gitagra for%he,S mer chant server 200 includes a
central processjng aRit"262, % AhEPRAM 2682 5tHE 9 UfREFbnd Sef IR
are well knowwat o % hpsa.skidd edeirbh8garés apaddi ti omodmr ghang %r%er
200 i ncl udes communi cati on har dwar e ang software 208 which is preferably .
capabl e of _ 10°¢PRRF¢ akestsery ddrtuntieat irdg Lien smeullpl shedknptéceonfuut er s
or the like. ihg, ££or exanpls, nmput net.wor k such 'as the Internet
as a comuni cgﬁ%n ]r:rédi um)iémr??‘l3g%t'§)g’cor?$udni cation h%?dv\bn%céﬁatso Avar e
208 is preberabgotrworporat gohrichasee seekers 200, idhimyrbenatddpsendat
unit connected to seryver 200'?%5'8 g@rchant server 200 also includes or is
in conmuni catioh With 2*Tohsu i P8ns PHUBATSr JOtdatBphsamORE, thef Idujin
schedul e dat absee 2(}80@5?’-ad@e%its_@@ierb(}ﬂa&@@aﬁgrghﬁntﬂl%sea dRL A0S G2 138
preferably incorporated in the main 20 storage drive of. the nerchant
server 200a e."jich tsehby dadrieeadBointReughorhegimmytbe Bacabedopr axidmat e
t he nerchant sgerv 0, e e f.r. nd connected thereto by, for
exanpl e, a rmosi%rm e‘{id éedllc%?%d%nr%&q{egﬁ%mﬁg, éjtug.y T%é:egongﬁﬁgl’a%ist efft

i nvent or yl@at &blas& @l 0 w25 cpr eheambl ythiarc| tdes narmges;tudescrd pvhenssand
prices of the consuner it%&[s bei nﬂ o[cfered b%wthe merchant, and also
preferably i ndludes i ofhét i BATGARY CacteEsithe HAYIR m&t@anwilducheas
the price at wpmtodtihe terghapdpseopas cacquided, the of . yni in
current inven}tﬁortlf/, 30 etc.ﬁdgcourse, a%(l: (L)!%‘éﬁe dat gg;ggggezlof:g%Y%igﬁd 214 -
can be updat e®PWy Raresrer Ehant Raslofy eqiadimtt y. fasmnecossaryerdiwnt | i gbte
schedul e dat abgs r ' u Lnformatjion concerning, th
flights curr e%'ﬁjie\gﬁ)'aﬁ]gé ??%Qr%l%%gé n%%ghﬂéﬂ??l%%c%h%sragggﬁﬁh?i BﬁF%EtZ 8
OCT 2004 25 defsant Ufeeal'r port ,starXl vakadiieport ,gtese prdrtimmnigdepart ure,

date and. ti i val , any. stqpovers, class of travel, restrictions,
etc. The fli g%tégsoc'ﬁfeddul & Gat a%gge gif%\ﬂ'lolo RS pr EPeltA5 yETFEhRIe for
information 5 tord \Rata@ssd hite, hedNetn@riedaiansuchedst the prigerat pyhi ch.
the merchant has contracted to purchase the ticket, the nunber of tickets
avai | abl e, et 2% ekpI® R mdres s dihiey IeeitonE $are Sétckele (BBE0AH0IN t he
flight schedul e database 212 smy; he tpdat efdn10; automatd cally, wth, .
i nformation provided by other conputers communi cating w me? CRRREC8er ver
200 vi a coPmudincatiencivardwaeedandtsofitagdray; 208. oThee c dstronife database 214
preferably ingl; i,nf.or mati on concerni n .custqners., . who, have., used
the: system gulc .sc’asbuntarr*erg?trfg dtidiest ?‘L.y gar%vdiste catd Munbedser passhbet
number, order deliiast oryluet cof Thivgyi NFeeaathorch sndref erablyy aggessi Bhe
only..by the nerchant, or, upon,entry of a password or other security code,
an i ndi vi dual PAFSTERES pref 8géﬁll§ynd§vf>rac%e§§,eeblﬁ‘—?ﬁﬁt nBdi fae hvardpuher
own i nformati dhtet@adidnaxamd® 1t orshesk bhgestatus of aendli pg,onder or
to pl ace % new, order. Al so preferably stored in the nerchant server is
applicati n . <OF tWRE eSTYrP tar RHPTY, otibe REchpati s idurstvonsisequiatd to
i mpl ement . t he ;gr esgat § L.0n I~henCmae C ni ing wth . external 25
comuni cati on devi ggs, tﬁ%‘?ﬁ%‘?né"#ﬁ?@%ﬁ% i gﬁ%’r o%‘a%%e%?éjﬂsougagﬁgbaélés,
cal cul ating priloiOfg -f08F, comsunehei ttermredred: owotldkefs,] iglC. fHer sONsree
,Skilled int r Q. have re his description will be fully capabl e of
writing appli Bfgatu?lél SR V\g%%ke,rsﬂg?g‘ﬁ?%nf gf’nfj };Er’r@ﬁ@itﬁﬁow airport and

New York’s JFK airport at the dates and times specified.

30 Alternatively, the consumer could first select a
particular .travel ticket, and the merchant could then
prompt the consumer with the amount of duty free goods
which must be purchased to receive the selected ticket

for "free". As a yet further alternative, the consumer



30 the present invention on the nerchant server 200. The consuner itens. in
the inventory database 210 are purchased by the nerchant fromthe typica
sources for such itenms,., e.g., manufacturers, distributors, etc. The

mer chant may purchase such itens 280 CT 2004 26 in any appropriate
way, as by contacting a nerchandi se source via a conputer netﬁggk ﬁy for
exanpl e, accessing a business-to-business_Ir b site of a manuf o ﬂm‘

t hough any ot her suitable nechanismmay also be 5 enpl oyed, such as
ordering by tel ephone or mail. In the case of duty free goods, the goods
are preferabl ¥38Hidppefitsta |2krGn spesifired byteme neochanpunbhabe,s
dedi-cated to r gapd a d war ehouse or storage
facility. As gg%%ﬁkgﬁﬁbe, si%%f%g?%%if??@glgg%%npﬁgmB%t&%ﬁéd“ﬁﬁﬁ dperldt ed
at a cost signitfickarfiiee | essvéhahithetsoskeohvahtiabnieng Aanth®perakihg ra

duty free goods retail tabl i.shnent,. such as those found at airports.
Sur pl us traveﬁ) Slegke?ns gﬁ% &péwié‘lrab‘fci}% chig e FoBy vitRe ' ferdtant freem
passenger Bar rguichasard such purchases may be carried out by using a
conput er _ network such as the Internet, ordering by phone, etc. O course,
it is not necessary thafft heowsseharftheacneathgnpuncigse. helve thoketsuisn .y
advance of off.eri 20 ~em,f. S on _the nerchant conputer. .200, and it
is contenplate ,ut:‘%%r eg%ﬁpl re‘n,hlﬁ?at a%Il(flee mg}lcszﬁgﬁn{ernayw?% ea&lu@(}ﬂéryactb,yvm th
the airlines torghechage $d ofinictumideldtar farRuRiocels,t raMelodd cketshien a
nunber of differﬁ t routes,. with actual purchases awaiting custonmer 25

.
selection. |In St her Pase UG clAL 6t erdSELSh e RiFEARRY okhe

reserved for pugehase oliher menehadt ot Rrces el gy Lhe rages; b i ch
such tickets are sold at retail to consuners. It is contenplated that “once

the inventi on 95P&RHiBLen®nt ddie cRFEFEFs Rild bhooske t erealdrant30tbhethe
mer chant of the . avyaiklability I ti ts_in the .expectation of "
purchase by the merchant %ortgéesz{%ﬁgtﬁ%tr%ﬁgggrﬁa (l)oflﬁg ntéjfgﬁ trgoutes
custoners. Refasedilaglagafnono €hés mgrdhlaemtconsteermprehenabl yoatgesses t he

mer chant server. 200 gg usi g a ?2%8 OCt:T 2004 '' 7 consuner personal
conput er 300, “ThougR=Such BelBEs FHYY alf<6hePRFFREFRA BYIRhYSBERES KhoOWN
means whiTth peuildey WokelasFQent HedcaRREBLAAT ke Wit B e JTer chapt
server 200, such aiea PDA, a nobile phone with wireless 5 Internet

accessi bi | i t y $¥8fELeThet LohBEmSie e ddnAc TR eingeenatyjoakdo torpelse a

desi gnat ed purpEREtSONMYHRI-Y COIHRNY-CAL | device | kiosk, which may
be operated by or under thee authority of t éehrneé‘gha%l?].:s?ﬁ!canfhéivenﬁ?sand
as presently éﬂéﬁéﬁﬁéd,Lﬁmef@Dn%ﬁ@nOQ,1(1th|aerrwtahamiorrput1eti IHvertise

conmuni cates wi.t chant, server 200 via the Internet using, for
exanpl e, mde\rgg E(%Ira@%r%a 0g ﬁ‘%‘ésgf&?yr-gﬁts r &9 ad?egi%%ﬂ :%ﬁgn%é. O&t duty

contenpl-a?@d tfhat groelst heo cqusliey Bdccessesdde iwichaph server-A090: , the
consurrer wil | 1115 f'h%st seer on his personal “conput er 300 or other device
the merchant' $MeRERE Fgdtaidhidsh, thki BRTRRRRtHFOMIOThePueéi tt gnased bt

among vari ous o@pt§ 0, 08Uch .as  checkigy, ddhepst at '{é/ Ofi4, o2 g{—g%ﬁ?&? arger,
vi ewi ng consuner itens available for sale, viewi ng avail able travel

tickets, duty free goods, less $600.00 representing the
merchant’s cost for the goéds, less $500.00 representing
25 the merchant’s cost for the ticket. Of course, the
merchant could also periodically modify these
requirements. For example, if the travel date were
nearing and the merchant had a number of unsold tickets
on a particular route, the merchant could reduce the
30 minimum duty free purchase requirement to qualify for a
" free ticket on that route, thereby reducing the
merchant’s gross profit margin for the transaction, but

also reducing the risk of unsold tickets.



20 etc_ In a typical scenario, a consuner who wants to place an order w ||
sel ect tha pronpt for view ng consuner itens available' for sale. ~ In that
event, tine nerchant server 200 nay next conmunicate to the consuner's
personal cenputer 300 an inventory database 25 interface scregﬂ%of the type
depicted at 220 in FIG 3 which presents for view ng by the cdnsdfér0

sel ected fields fromthe inventory database 210, such as item nunber
description, weight, the nerchant's selling price, the local retail price,
any restrictions, and amh30ddomgaiefs d¥e ddiamnPesavseride nerehantiwel |
typically have a |l arge nunber of itenms for sale, not all of which will fit
on a single sépre@RACOrRENESNSUTEr tden PraTFertabliv e a¥e obghhihehted

available ite L. er, I iJd4l [ art a
further 28 @8”%%@3‘ fllllh\tggrér?éjtgl%\%\e%}glt %@%%oéﬁan%‘re |la e‘?%iép?%éﬁeng
consuner itensfavaitwablfecdor meakbaasior staden 22hudhheaf i eshventeenamy
present t cgnsune wth thﬁ @bilit ''0 choose a sgecific categor¥ of

mer chandi se, SHEK af*SCwa?thedt:j ewdiTy, SEPBPHng, SBPROSSsugh thareshFy
items in the pekesheddcategorsamd e rRAlde® ayedcho dhe LorsuRer £rAs asyeh
further alternative, the merchant server 200 may include a searchable

dat abase of c8&masURERT| t éifs, dlchabkBPrifedcossiiver FESE sekeee i tals fbr
view ng 10 ba Q - t Y, jce. a e ri. but Il in
a manner read?ﬁgefﬁﬁpgﬁgﬁgeéﬁ%; tq%ée gﬁ#ﬁlgﬁg§% ?%%8%$t$t€%%a$%ie§%l§f

whi ch appr oaclioirs $1,,-0.00.00 used, tbacedslte tgonshieemeactasasesvaulstr eenll

di spl ayi copsuner_ itens for sale, e screen preferably ,includes 15

i nfor mat i gon oﬁehg’%otoo Ll ec}flo%iﬁv?Femth‘Sr H}?ﬁrcg‘ﬁé)ste,w%‘él%yxéﬁ?eﬁlpng})a%eai tem
nunber, , hi ghkibghtkBgochheelt @ amd &irgldrg them erfor YsiRdb fed ogghesegeen
if available, for exanple at a kiosk, etc., and all such nethods and others
wel | known tocepérBéfis Sig 1d3sinad the ket 3day HE1ZDh dSediedricfierabbysedhe
appl i cati on sghtwag 2-Lae Mer.hamcserves 200 M | lndldauid hgcaasugy 1
select nmultiple itens, and preferably tﬁe consunmer nay at any tire-access a
separ at e scr eeppcresishowiee wifth$@20I. O8pprbsiendierng ofhitshegirbess phatihave
been sel ed for . the_current rchase, including Lce subtofal,

wei ght sﬁ%%otgﬁfgéPc.d?ﬂPs E%n%%éﬂgf éctéd?'ﬁor%gfan%f986hy88r0§?gih@ga
pronpt on eachrseeee Whtied, RaWben weeleGt aths Presenhsransatean Mkt hes
consuner conputer 300 showi ng the particulars of the current order. 30 Once
the consuner é6ApPL&Eesthpe wdldet i(GROBH CLbnsuketS i tidies FePCpEPERAsefethe
consurmer wi |l sgsbndhgate, as, hy.s&sponding ehkirmabiuely tQq,a progpt on

t he consuner's conputer 300_ The consumer nmay then be pronpted to scan the
flight schedukegdatrabase 2h2 watzh8 OOCh 20034 dhashdérauponin hecconsames, nay
be prese d wi.th a_flight_schedul e interface. screen such_ as ;he screen 225
depi ct edrglﬁ FIWC‘S_“p‘4, ticWﬁi c r%%?/nge%%‘?% Hbl'e, %é)nld \ iechSSPSSeﬁf%cFo %ﬁ%

, consuner in tahkelkaer ivi hf oramatiiae fthen aselreched fd ekdsavien tbhecdatabase
212. 1t is contenpl ated that thﬁlconsuner sinultaneo%§%¥ may be advised, as
in a separat e?B8x P¥n e 1 Ge Mo P HRE o iV A Y e TRt YW ke
purchases thepagensyfer Bagmesebectgd, ssoghhal theggopsuses ekl | oknovhef or
each listed flight whether or 10 not he .has qualified Tor a free ticket
and, .if not, HOWSHGER CRAdi t67al RBARGYShe TR G pehdtPo GacormdE tikket. At
this poingzth I t.ed t:q.sel ect . re; %

tickets p%? a%&%?gﬁgggﬁ,gﬁéﬁg Fﬁgqggﬁgﬁﬁg?§§%§§ff |ndﬁ%ﬁ?gyki%ﬁﬁgsg%%%tions
in any of the smdeserfsicii idyyggesiodd sadzo\sy digied et ectmengchdetrsetplopiinghase
fromthe. consuner inggﬂ}05ﬁ7iqperfa screen 22%% I f the conSﬁner sel ects
a flight for WhiccR RS CondUimdr Gl it ed e £ red tT5e%et 9 t ekt ERant
server 200 nmay spr arpeuitdiel caRsunN®eaidtaigenf | rimsdisc st ecti on andrtRO8r
thereafter, to jindicate whether the consuner_has conpleted his flight

sel ections. | PYRETEGHs ter-Mas SRULIER e F igift RIRRS Hast aveaksoRi afed

.dollar vapue thhat ksel eas-thantt heedlol IRye valoehor whiseh ¢t hg;eansupger has
qual ified based on the dollar value of the '
airline's published price for the routes advertised by
the merchant, which may change as the departure date
nears. Indeed, and as noted, the merchant need not even

post the fares, but rather need only advise the traveler



25 consuner itens purchased by the consuner, the consuner may then be
returned to the interface screen. 225. so that additional . flight

sel ections nay be nade. Alternatively, the consuner may be of 2¢F 60T t206.
option of "reserving"” any excess dol | &6 val ue for future use, 30 either
al one or together with future purchases. of consuner items t hough t he

hant t L ti |
The. aboenca’ b dphet Haluseot ityree Frcaidise whigh hgteanfdh T T N
account . '&uélrfféﬂééﬂhta&@rﬁ%&%@éf t he 2 8 OCT 2004 30 consuner has an
associ ated 'dol{ar value which exceeds the dollar value for which the

consuner has tueturnm@ ﬂoa@demmplﬁepfca)ﬂa@p@/wt@ 80ldtineacserdanasy witk the

mer chandi se ase the c ate
nmessage anBl e%eaﬁﬁl‘@&?%m Rage Ieg% ‘%z? & gﬁéc$%Wpur chaggmg%é i onal
mer chandi sghe Wan@ﬁ@l‘rbrf etﬁéﬂ@némﬁéﬁﬁ férwanakitne imgerhbfiontlf fraveintieketi tch the cash
paynment, which may be |l ess than the dollar value of merchandi se which the

consuner wiavelendy anyoawailable wavgag BYi using dbeoseivicesaef at HéVQJa%g\erBaff’Frent

o al 50 pocthbylion 7 FECARTR « HGRL IR cRBY, FRrkhTh W ShRRGREL 1)

nmeki ng a pHegbtiaté@swithasiee Hiring, er, alletnativélypby cissaingg anne-tickey.. f Asefor
mer chandi se, and ~15- in this event and for reasons, just r}"‘&ﬁg} H@Pmerchant

can set thdeliveriog e duly free waerchandise: taaiher travelel ithat st H3ndi se
th t f
T e

mer chant, thHaddigd nvurchamdaéetbertdnhvened:atbr heamthefexitatdint, MCmmrahatwv@es ver
200 will be,in gonstant or intermttent conmuni cation vvith a separate
flight schab@l afterd 8&9@”1’1’15‘? ﬁ?% ned by the airlines which “contains the
st current f'Aghﬁar@%f'tﬁéoér‘f@ﬁgé?ﬁeﬁﬂjﬁ‘pﬂﬁ:h%bb%lécéﬁﬁf@@rtmket@ﬂﬂ‘bﬁﬁk the
departure tines, cancellations,” etc.~ and it is contenplated that database
212 wi || amevodritcEidyy negotiptéatathh the raidinenta milowndelivery Ebrthexd#fw freewi t h

f to FIG 1 nt 20 30
Cont 1 als T cbmreRAndine 18 BeARA eb Bpioratid dieymatad kY <o abk, ofle sty
airlines, %Lﬂ‘éll(ﬁ’isr | \WARK' R/ Rt i@ nthay gheyn &Qh@dﬁldﬁeﬁ@pﬁ&d arfivalairsithgl e

airline, oth. I'n any event, of course, sone information in ~~the
- dat abase aestmajm seuatEy.c 0 uReen rrivale opethehdaturn trip. sUslike zmpwentionalch

"t has beefalioreat S8 oBl FHEYRichaRErRnER AP e SEE iRt ot ©
conpl et e t baySarp@irpbaser airfinguby the vﬂﬁge:hﬁnshlm ety rfrees elerchamdise rtavel
.tickets, that i S not necessary, and varlous alternative Egro ch s may be

enpl oyéd, agenr@ﬁgnabtr@mets@Hsléramwip@t%# thatdiepychpaymeat wi
f f
o chandss DVERAY, SefifG ehity b8 Rlarohaniiss Sirk RARORYIRANAYD tﬁét‘ *8‘.*

upon pur chgsentionf becdusevhe dirliné ¢t satisfiedrio eel iitslunfillethseatsnandan reta;m ise
required to conplete the purchase of duty free nerchandi se before he is
permtted to select a free travel .ticket. Al so, various 15 strategi es nay
be enpl oyed to facilitate the consunmer's selection of tickets fromthe

dat abase 212. For exanple, based on the dollar anmount of the duty free

nmer chandi se sel ected by the consuner for purchase, the consuner may be

advi sed as to which travel tickets may 20 be .acquired for free, as by

hi ghlighting the available tickets on the screen 225 or by .generating a
new screen displaying only those tickets which the consuner may acquire for
free. Alternatively, for those tickets -or which the consuner woul d have to
pur chase additional 25 nerchandi se and/ or nake a cash paynent, screen 225
may be updated to include information as to the anmount of additi onal

mer chandi se and/or the cash paynent required to qualify for each ticket.



tn any event, once the consuner selects 30 tickets from database 212 for
acquisition, the nerchant server will advise the consuner via the
consuner's conputer, 300 as to whether the selected purchases qualify the
consunmer to ~ receive the selected ticket for free and, if not, nmay offer
t he consumner ‘the option of 280 CT2004 3'' acquiring thezﬁiﬂikﬁmby
maki ng a cash paynent and/or returning tol3creen 220 to purchased
addi ti onal merchandise.. Even if the purchaser qualifies to receive the
selected tickets for fre it is preferred, 5 t u i f.fered
the option of ?é?ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁg ?8 tﬁgogggggﬁ Z%SQPO %E?ch%%gcgggﬁtrgﬁaléggg gl of
course, the copsumeerw ldf alls® have theecoptdremaatditsel satpohat agBitndingdt i ng

that the order has been conpleted, Once the consuner es indjcate that his
order is .conpFBREISt K 1BNCoNSERBA M ay LT aSKBY fdr q%b"’di ‘?fBJnhTe does

information, sugh.gs therdypecoknti Ghealcr-he CNSUNBE: YBRS, of. G11RARSy
ticket, e-ticket; a mailing address if a_ paper ticket is requested, the

pl ace of ddliveeyivprvhefddnyyf Eseendeesranarisee atgthgnIpheé praReCratC™ he
departure gateypls b aPEMBkl AN LSSy DISAOTY, NUEDSL, - DOODE cRupber,
etc. Once this informati'on s collected, Phe cons r_ may then be shown a
screen, such ashthefses eenu2A@tlly Fp&id5, tavhiadlrpdirssl agsdalditheratet &y s

concerning the custoners order,, including a description of the 20 . _
mer chandi se pufthaded2iHe EI’E)‘PV%I‘#‘?‘?/%I Ublgb tsﬁgf rre‘il“g ngﬁ% Hﬁrrc?ﬁgélg&fet he

total weight of.thgnduhy¥ibh8e hEbEABdsany surcharge due the nmerchant if the
selected itens do not qualify for a free ticket, how the nerchandise wll
be deliver€d, the ticketdnsdl ecaetetite 25 rdtchodrafert ckevegeiPher %t c.
This screen My alReneoa) N AR el CleelnG 4Na,hef s and candi thons of
the transaction, 1.e., t contract terns, Wi th the consumer bei ng required
to accept the pepridadd Wdandttaoakebeborehthest ranshetéonofs sfafrftiledrent
processed, 30 as.is co n for comrercial triansactions. carried qut vi.a the
Internet. Scre8f'338 nkl4F s8tof Fo7 (15& C8RSufers ‘ﬁ%r%ﬁ?a%npé:fl”%éceptﬁlng
the order, cangghiNGvditur Bingickadt heoN0BBUPEEE, DeetnEdida D EBe the

mer chandi se dat abase, returning to the flight schedul e dat abase, del eting
2 8 OCT 200% 3Berichems ditecta§veriohiscreen 2ap2itebleas taapglt h&eutes
alternative, QRegchie consUfer (has mRaemQuall Iy D pUrehase, | whicione
that entitles her to at |east one international travel ticket, the consuner
may be of f er edpTetffeeabplyi ostbil pwahaki kg aafdi tdron&klewnsun®er &itrdigieats

| ower .prices than are required. n _pur chasi C jt or.
acquiring an i ACEFREC oHat jt# agéf:)éh?_e‘clggrtl.cel'n tﬁlgé3 %%%ér%nétﬁgmﬁ}% l?elsacfopare
nt that for thedeersuser' Shéniddnalunpur chases tdveuilngrlehafdts sedguitsidrnon
cost for. 10 the travel ticket nmust be recovered in the-selling price for
the consume? | P& IPHRI e e GG Sdq et S iPdh & £ 5 oRsuiet” | tETs,
this is not necRSS@LM: soc@ddaa&@fl@is&on?w@ésit%& cahebe mffaraditee t he.
consuner at |ower prices, while ultimtely %i el ding the sanme, or 15

possi bly even alghesodr wmrobsrakng Bheorehehabichantl s ot Shichcaddicri onal
consuner 'te”Bax'@E%{Fr€@§“%e£8?§REewo59d°EE%%rk?@ép@§%§iﬂ(Eh&%HH‘its
addi tional consuner i1tens in part. because the nerchant"s overhead costs
are much | ower ddrarettitese f opraangentoonathalutme foheadisteai | 200 shiopssr

trolley operators, etc. Once the consuner,_does confirmhis_order f t he
sel ected | sEéms S i Gt slﬁge%?)%o%ﬁfgc?%aevneﬁfﬁ, . f!’Otr, h%"%%lﬁggher‘g{)%"ghen
pronpted . to pandar dihedtansactdrd, wddelpayyEd fefpiadiasdeangehe

carried out ~5 by a secure credit card transaction using, for ex | ey
third party sofSEF@NHT % adrE@asd e S or MRE durErlof WHEereEnt© e

vendors. This ig,diauanm®ficahleed | sty akedel nmbkEhadab¥el hewceRANeeheon
between the nerchant server 200 and.the"credit card server /700, and 30 it
i s contenpl at ediallar thelwer chathesdurer L2866 wdiIChamtiAf cateGiah¢ h&Y
o Car dpSeiSt T00,L0. ¥ ehLUN ARALChALOE Lhe FUSLAEL,,S el fofattle

gt
account whi IOe tihhe cUsT OFer  r enar As on- I'ne such that e custoner ma
recei ve instanttwvevréefercad i ohckdat phechasder hds npegrices are shown for

the merchandise, then for each purchase of one or more
tickets the traveler ., would be shown pictures ox

descriptions of available duty free merchandise <from



34 2 8 OCT 2004 accepted. If for some reason instant acceptance is not
possi ble, for exanple if the server 700 is down, the consuner may be so
advi sed and provided with an email or regular mail notifi cat.i.or}égf "
acceptance or rejection of 5 the order at later time. If the Q6T A s
credit card is rejected, the consuner is preferably offered the option of
inputting information for_a different credit card. Once paynent is
accept ed, the rfeYicHam Seksaiion czgo heomads cates tdre f4 ipghefersedyvathen to
the central re t y . Lar. the alrli reservation system 510,
dependi ng on mh%r\r@rént essaisst’r%rﬂnlg%gp raJtcté% iffsorowqc%reesé?%%?%&ls@%t efifbf is
part of a cent rshlowsysttgmn sticd asaSABRE. wbfild heecadstged has el egd edsan
e-ticket, 15 that i r%f\(,)éfgﬂéi on i.s also _conveyed, so that the airline knows
to i ssue an e- 1 CKét ndthe pheSeRGEFPanrd veswhéFhdepadcuke 3¢al pager
ticket is -selaetedrdd baseaniamhal agdhat o henmerahant. agrvar M bl
comuni cate with a travel agent via a. travel agent server 800, wt 38 t he
travel agent tReht§éndiavied§ra paper ticket for mailing to the address.
provi ded by the consuner. r el Yot he erghant . itself issue the
ticket to the consuner. &SAllggﬁrs% , l:ﬁn %élgi tieeon g%act%l%as aznocvoerfduitjh?or
del i vering papératiediest svaud dc gresurires me2shanttr'av eld vageritse drayr ialesor ait | hi ze
the system 100rto(L)1n cq[?i{e ickets, on behalf of their own custoners. In
addition to making“a FITRhECr £8Py S At BFFARGRRGYt MOve deT i ¢&r yor upon
accept ancel ®f payment thbe aprichamts SpuMELsROQ Wiical 8¢ conveyoi phorpation
30 concerning the duty free nerchandi se purchased by the custoner to the
store server 6602twhFehteay bEN¢ oézeEalar awdrtedlfar diouseviaeil itlyat|n
response, the ABLKE d@@%d@elBfUQ%%EetﬁkﬁeEn%%%t%&%v%%%%b%ﬁﬁﬂ%}%:Q@iv
. reserving the selected itens agal nst the custoner"s purchase or'der 2 8
OCT 2004 35 nuabemcoraddheironaenthéree, theyelrcensugddtgaddiaie the stcore
server al ways urrent i.nf KON cgncerning t quantity of each item
avai | abl e at tﬁgﬁg or a%% .f‘;géﬁpﬁ?bp’so &t ne itgﬁse caﬁxﬁ’éz%?der‘ﬁbd%% :
necessary.l30f coussderthiieni svamlidnoE NEYIONEHEI GRLCEN, wabdh. t heshgfsnhg
server al so cogéi nuousl \é or ~.i~ntermttentlyupdating the nmerchant servers
i nventory dat ab3§e BFPREREWS godUECET ES¢ LIVt | £ Xthe tioor dqaiichcittiy,
etc. The mer chaskoseevercal s eanyeydd e SLOLEe seryer alodelivery.
schedul e database 620 i nformation concerni ngdel rvery of the~~or dered itens
so that personRBbPlaghefespsiage ¢hci$i130CdH nakief t ithel y tararvarigenentisen
ferdelivery to ur ser; hy, f ex I el iveringthe merchandi.se to
t he purchaser g%n?ﬂg dggﬁrft&r%%gtat giﬁq . .e&e,é.j ,tlh§ __{_za&o!_%_ %?t‘g‘i‘/’ tne
del i veri nga& hemeecohandiweeltio spensennrelgais s head £f1t nRak§ihhe snersgwngd se i s
to be deIivereg gn fli%ht.AIthouegh de(E)i ctgd ?\s separate units in FIG 1, if
t hemer chant sefver * 2007 L1 %d Bt theo5t bhggd ¥akat i £9f bRet & aiRYe F r ee

goods, the. nmesthanv.ser veres200tRad2RsIoLa 3er Vess80Q 1Ry, bgu corhined,@s a
si ngl e conput er. Wen %ayrrent is accepted, or earlier in thefransaction
process: the nERERBNt(P2EPvEP) 208 evgy tissdiererante s peati forf Gredihering
custoner whi chephg addad ¢ ofbgoguss per dat gbase 219, 1 n Lhe xgrchant, server
200 and25whi ch nmay take the form gepi-ct ed. in Fl Gnléeezf‘hgt&r%t o‘rrgr trr‘gﬁ/g
access hi €2 owamppeinpetbhypfusiiy iaveasswor theovirded tor¢ et custgier tpon
successful conpjetiQn ' ' ansacti.on. The database provides
val uabl emar ket i ng i nf oﬁ%ﬁ?o&é%%&té@ n%rgcﬁ%rﬂr}l,erbugh%lsomal %B&sf@t er
custoner to aveedchavedgembodémaher (Ba®0COLON or pRid aihiSughl S vAaRe, from
addr ess, credigngar rnaurrber,d.etc., fort ach subsequent transaction. The
cust oner dat abal8° 214 P H PN nctUde TR or WeFE hi SEBERASRHE chpPeRi delshe

useful marketiagfasdeptaani m@twale@r NBitd 0BitkQine's published price for
30 the travel ticket and the discounted ticket price paid

by the mexchant. By opting to use this second

embodiment of the invention, i.e., sell the ticket and

offer "free" duty free merchandise, the merchant has the

additional option of offering the airline ticket to the



2 8 OCT"2004 36 the ,nmerchant and allows a customer to check prior orders.
Once a transaction is conpleted, the nerchant server 200 nmay generate a
paper record for mailing or otherwi se delivering to the custonmer, and such
record 5 may include, for exanple, a credit card receipt, confié@a& on of
the itens purchased, confirmation of the %I ected travel tickets, T 2004
confirmation of terns and conditions of sale, etc. The preferred enbodi nent
of the invention has 10 thus far been described primarily on the assunption
t hat the cust of®RV@ilEl betofd edédchbras ofoditdeoupubd iishedr natioaal wiii hael
tickets upon p si_n predeterm ned dol |l ar value_of duty .free

ner chandi se. qu:%?gvisgusu%lnrgotaedfe%%c\)/\%%belre, TheS prRE_AL iﬁ\?éﬁf‘%n Tanths
equal | y be praekiapedebygafréeri nghd r ee@haditscednted gdutychaees,neschangdi se
upon purchase of a predeternined dollar value of travel tickets. Fromthe
for egoi ng descFPBPFon- PP son<’sis | Fed +ordde & willl OPArEdi atefly still
under st and fowskBiseVar ig@dls O 1#e ti RLeRLHoR can e gy act iced.s usifg 20 the
I nternet as a comuni cation medium In éither case, the nmerchant’ server can
be progranmmed teceh¥efpofare tde atgoket hmlesischthel lcoset tife phedetatat ned
pur chase | evel heh e custonger attain to _obtain free or discounted
consumer items(%g?épbyfasie >3 {T%?(%Fg.%gﬁoro§5g%§<a%lc ,etaf{%‘?(?q a@)ng i m’d
account the neechhat' svaeqyi siHd araosic for dhelLopseReprbbess) iand-f& avel
ticket(s), the algorithmprogramed in the nerchant server can set the

predet er mi ned BPPEBE (BT Eohstert damnstire Emotimenter tharelachirves a
gross nar gion of -39 $200 L0 ARY Qt bRl AMWY . d foif 18y CONSUART aegﬁfi*}ae%esa do
not qualify, the algori Fhm coul d then generate a nessage to the consuner
advi si ng her of frhe"shsoréiarpuanedotiekéng the consuner the option of

proceeding with the tran i .y ash_paynment or.b Kir 2 8
OCT 2004 37 additional . @rﬁgkdi%?‘flle%r eér?g%rpuc?c g’ggél{/nxﬁflch J‘rSea(SEPﬁ1l?§f’-3(r$l’1r eq%heol d

for conpl eti ngmnéhehanansaciiorlsor hatd. te cowrsent heral goyhshmeoud ik set
different thr esgol dE, for, different ti ck%s ﬁnd/ or nerchandise, e..g., in 5
accordance wi t AOEGET OBy Prdt F e ABPEAdntthfay2ihidRel 8 &eh eV ef gher
gr 0Ss Imar gisns PAi BBI & HXPENS| ¥Er CRRSHIRE i t £A5 @nd/ gk 4k guel réi%gt Sied N
setting the threshold purchase requirenents, the algorithmmy, of course
take into accoRwPlamfefduibeketopriget @ss, thiructerasr 1Orer dehel nrg rwar Kete
conditions, i ] o S} L L. pr LLin .al.l . -prices faor the

mer chandi se aggég&%@%vgﬁﬂggcﬁ%gg%n?ngég%%)hagga%a‘igﬁpgr Lgl&vénﬁtracgjearbtf S
-conput er i npl eméneationd of tidlest nventiicen i s tihkatebivt alinmawsadieng merghant |

to,, adjust the raneters_of.15 acceptaple transactions on a real tine
basi s as oftenm%’gg}il%r%eﬁiPﬁaglFo?aﬁ%éﬁp%,lf?tmﬁén FPIRAoRN RS Hiti T Ses
typi cal | y2adj ustckécksetipeices as the, travel date approaches, with ticket

prices typically increasing as the travel date nears. Airlines typically

include a 20 conputer inPPeRERteE PEvEREEN mETRpHEN tsyaf efhahiRiIesent
cal cul at es t he; ppobel,n, of { seal s tR sbe rel e at, ea iGeand the date
.when th.e prilce W | Imrllae %adj'usr?pedd%{teo 'acﬁLi evga,qqt htgedegbpgrc?c%% ce difd
di stribution. PanefQgs armeatiaddlong | #hdstreatidd datikG thaysyst emdki-arhy 25

include ,an aixlin . revenu nag nt stem 500 .i.n real tineg .

communi cat i on.ﬁ\h{t %Xr?er{rp?hea’nt %gglr%gr e%eo \Kf;lérstécbye%?gﬁﬁﬁflgse?’%/erOfoOQOr.l.n%as

access toz2éurrenter etmi | dpscoimegd ortitdicket s wpfdrer athe-bypddhawer chant . a

Usi ng an al gorjthm or gtge ltechni u e._mer.chant ma)[1 t hen adjust 30
d ?éz

S e,; .t >
upwardly the andunt ot duby tt e e Eh%d?q%yv\ﬁ?fi?ﬁ RESCPBE PG e hdsed 19D
acquire that tdeket fhesebyeadfaiding the dmihant,\a hirgher: \GrQsse fargin
while at the sane tinme, retaining a_, conpetitive. pricing structure
consi dering t haeSthel¢ianel tei gket ihds farhiggHearee - pLgkot Gfozogpe3groute
selected by the traveler, the traveler could be advised
30 that he could still acquire the ficket by paying a
surcharge, which may still be far 1less than the
airline's published price for the ticket. For example,

if the traveler opted to purchase duty free merchandise

valued at only $800.00, and wanted to acquire the round



tntrinsic value based on the airline's higher retail price. 'lIn any case,
persons skilled in the art are fully capable of generating the conputer
prograns necessary to carry out the preferred enbodi ments of the 5 present
invention and the variants discussed herein. O course, and as hetggh ojghe
preferred i npl ementation using conputers apgd the |i ke comrunicating via
wred or wireless transm ssion, e.g. over the Internet, can also be

enpl oyed to sell_con 10 ite ot her__than .dyty free merch ise apd to
sreTPI %/r avel ticKets ggﬁgéttggnifﬁt 8rn|’1a%h§na LS %/ereOb[a% eI“,“?“(?J(r;éj not be
donestic air trawetidddaifdrtitked s; aBustid cketshagtUitsRd i peuléckelw stc.,
the viability of such alternatives generally bei ng dependent on the ability

to 15 acquire t9ev1 ~AHUREet sTAFPOM the r@dpectife-arriercat dibscoanted
prices. For exappl& ehechaethodandiisyst eaed §He present jovenidon, are
al so applicable to Europe's "travel retail” industry. In Europe's travel
retail industryacqhige¢ ndrehamergapsdike. d6£900n01 he Imychandi seo?® bub

of fers the nerc gggj e in i 0 ravel ers, at a discounted price as
conpared with t{:e prlls%ettglte m%?éﬁgéuc{?ﬂrpeé'c@a{ﬁdi se' T AV | gcg’lee g?r%an%
conventional retaild shdpsr Thies tsapesstbltdebesgtise usdercdme fFurapeane
system t he nerchant acqiui res its nerchandi se fromthe 25 manufacturer or

distributor at %r"’_lfb‘:tatcetr Pti & t RAKPAe PerTHEMASE | ©%of F&P8d0Pe which
conventional retaila shops. i herdnPh-enend a8l On, HSENg :h&PérB&'tc‘?f%QBg.bPe
like is preferred, the, present invention may also be practiced using [ess
advanced t é8hnotloighe FEEE léxampel A3y t ibenettieait s tof f e ngeaofe leans tioer
itens and travel_]jcC y be_presented t.0o_cqnsuners, via, catal o

mai | ers, phone Asnojl}% c%(:tﬁg(?i (gﬁ’s, ?é?n'af I ?’gé c%,e%ﬁ”docg}ede?lsrﬁrkeens vf V%%ﬁ?‘lﬁ,ed
mai |, in persomrigtec. O @ourserskhe marchamtveayral sounant al eoUS€imply
conventional print, radio OCT 2004 television or advertisenents

39 2
on third party WEFSGT%es 9 W&%t%?%ep%%f‘uﬁﬁt T HikGhess. LAFsE WAfPe
the preferred efodigrenisngent enpl ais; pRRYMBRt Wosradit ¢ard, qapy suitabl e
form of paynent ma)gl be enpl oyed, such 5 as debit card, electronic cash,
check, etcl PaftEiRbaSsiA d 4S8 bePRRCEHEES or AVT niPtBage pbhheshathenaby a
travel er's accympy.atied-Jni | eage points could be cashed in to purchase
ticket(s), which would then allow the txaveler to acquire a predeterm ned
dol I ar anmount of 10 free Somidissdgunt éd cohsunercartdenemnbAldtierenat | vél ythéhe
poi nts coul d b%n%%SQ%%H n to acquire consunper itens,. which would then gllow
the travel = to Aoquire’ a fre of Wi EThnt B § ¥ avdtY Hi%ked . . CTFXRF | e2Q
poi nts are accepiedvAsigpayimid , dde-Heidhant, wadd, ©f seouse, cobpye 38 to
adverti se % e nunber of points required. to. purchase tickets and/or
consumer i WB,Ofdcﬁﬁ(?ﬁjdiﬁgeoﬁPL%ﬁPcﬁferﬂfé’di%rﬁ BR-ER_rPRvedt i GiF t hécket
merchant enpl oy peeerdbBgl Yioas Hsed hesein, the tefdn RLSeniefer get o
any formof consideration to be paid to acquire either 20 travel tickets or
consuner items Yarmgr-t heFobrexanhite L itheprtesewtiey comarres ed nhdket
preferred that dhe pggoen | nyant l.ancu ldnbegbapkeneniad by an | pdegeodent
merchant, it will be apparent that the present T nvention al'so could be
directly inpl enentled byt agpassépgérr23-hecavatiel , bsughsas ian vwuld neeare
cruise |i nge i n whi ch vent, course, .the carrier. wll not have to Bay,

he merchah qugh n% u r - p
at least in the CoRventlohal"sehst of" 1 T B0 acktf &t ravet - t FeRet s

avail abl e fromddatincasri®@r .oSi ahéachyketf (sheoi neent iien weng . éopt egent ed
by a manufacturer of 30 consuner i t he manufacturer would not have to

tens,

pay to acquire e cnstined 2PPeRs “4vai- bl e 456m Eiat craRufcdctrer watch
Furthernore, whidspomo) OngCONSERfe €REPHESELIAQ, ARG GENLIAl s T B88EYRLI ON
system 400, one airline

margin of only $50.00. But the merchant could offer the

30 ~ traveler the option of completing the transaction by

paying a surcharge of $150.00, which would then give the

merchant a gross profit margin of $200.00, while still

allowing the traveler to acquire the watch at only

$150.00, i.e., well below the best available duty free



2 8 OCT 200 go managenent system 500, one airline reservation system5. 10,
one store server 600, one credit card server 700 and one travel agent
server QO are shown, it is contenplated and preferred that nerchant server
200 will S be capable of communicating with a plurality of sugh conmputers
at any given time, linmited only by the technol ogical IinitatiéR8s06F 2004e -
mer chant server 200, e.g., the nunber of £bmmunication ports avail able.
Simlarly, nmerchant server 200 may conprise nultiple 10 nmerchant servers '
operating i ndepengent | yorortha magdesntAlddhoughribe: peekarr ed-anbadi mept s of
t he invention already have been described in sufficient detail to enable '
those skilled B4 t hé ar P1E8%8r acFFEENEFES i nveitamabyY a fiheweekang of thhe
preferred met hod: finind8 RfAcHd Ging the,davention is shown in FIG 7. As
will be apparent, the flow chart is tailored to the preferred enbodi nent
wherein the customer is &dfarédrthee erdtéirseduneed itrseald tétketseupan

pur chase og a. I:eedexer 1 hed. _dol | ar_vol u of duty free nmerchandi se, 20 and
the manner~in which t ey e@hgﬁﬁpﬂﬁﬂglﬁﬁaWﬁﬁﬁfP%HCh?B? {He ¥ aFi6kstot her
embodi ments ofort heai nvemtdeon desekébedupenei wddade readi |o3ﬁ-t3)app§£89t to
those skilled in the art. Thus, while there have been shown and 25

descri bed~and FaiTPeFGiR f UMametrEihaidvel cq Wt uradvertise i nveatlongas

applied to prgharsad eabadhaent sctdier eofa bd:ddafie. understood thal. -

various om ssions and substitutions and changes in orm and
t he met hods ar®rsystastsl aesitrs bleek teeket mmowlmtl purdirese 80popésad iaineany be

made by thegse 4l ed. | he ar i thout departing. fromthe spirit of the
invention?@Fof§§£§ﬁ§I%?b?PEiéﬁgx%Fggslfanﬂgnﬁ%%a?%h eag%FFSHﬁ' at tons of

t hose el ement $hand/carl et hathatraps othi atheperd arwvsubsiamdald y the sage
function in sybstantially the 2 8 OCT 2004 41 sane way to achieve
subst anti al | y tTHRe Ss&te r@SulVt Car ¢84seni i itHe &tkopBesrhaRé jInfdrticonthe

Mor eover, excepiiaie as exRessl Vwaycl uded herehpaijt s r i zed
t hat structurgg g%d/or el enent s gng/or met hod st%b%g5 %ﬁ%ﬁgagﬁdlégggyt

descri bed in B@&ga&Si-on with any disclosed form or enbodi ment of the

i nventionand equi val entyg ther et be_incorporated in any other
di scl osed or descri bed orh%Eggggggg%¥or%¥%r ge g%f%%ntogs gg%eﬂ%?%ﬁe%ﬁtter
of design choioeenktons tiiel § ntieetommdn, dPpsheref ofepmt 0 he: | imieshonky as

i ndi cated by tg% sgope of the clains appended hereto. -~ . 2 8 OC T_2004
42 CLAI MB What'Sr&dfSi MEF &Pt ORA GFetod 0 SHI95TT ShtBrhRainendls tPavel

tickets in COHHEmNiﬂHbﬂ@i$hdUEMnEE@@rE&emEJrcE@ﬁ?@ﬁ@Qi@nso%&%%’ the
conprising the steps of: offering to sell to a custoner at |east.one
i nt er nat i onal 2FFaTERYiieRed @viggs. It is to be understood, however,

20 that the 'description of the preferred embodiments and
the drawings are designed solely. for purposes of
illustration and not as a definition of the limits of
the invention, for which reference should be made to the
appended claims. It should be further understood that

25 the drawings are not' drawn to scale and, unless
otherwise indicated, are intended to cbnceptually

illustrate the structures and procedures described

herein.

30 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting a preferred

implementation of the present invention using currently



price below a then current price at which said international travel ticket
can be purchased froma third party by the custoner, the offer being nade
over a conputer network fromthe single source; io sinultaneously offering
to the customer at |east one duty free itemat no additional cﬁd?@ész#_
provi ded the custoner purchases said at | east one international trave
ticket at the offering price, the offer being made over said conputer
network fromthe _si.ngl.e source;. acknow edagi the custoner's decision to
purchase said at 1@ g’tleonec?’%p‘ftrﬁrer n?a‘?‘?ltﬁ{gﬁnr?r a8 LRt IR YRE  the
custoner's entiitdterert-;to said at | east one duty free item the

acknow edgenent being nmade over said conputer network; accepting paynent
over said conputer networiéSromitthe RARTNEH: FHrams e gt insasitn ovesater

i nternational tyaueh thekebrcAght VeLiag saj ¢t heast one international
travel ticket to the custonmer; and Zo advising t%é cust omer of the method
of deliverySof said at | &d$t. obe iduty fepeestenrtoohheftuat an@fch@hdThe

nmet hod of cl ai erein _said step of offering to sell_at |east one

i nt er nati onal g%%@gﬁgfﬁbkép%gﬁg%??sé¥n5#¥brPﬁg go g@?? oh@2br I ofPe
plurality of 2sidwatiemdati ofiabmt revel ntdiekehs t @eav¥ari esy ofe desidnatdons.
3. The nmethod of claim2, wherein said step of offering at | east one duty
free item conpFCEBE LT &P et BYEHE® Qfst dfér- drie or nore of a plurality of

duty free items to the cysiomgr,s39Q %epgggeﬁ§g$55k()f(%é%f%éﬁﬁvgﬁﬁ{%#héhe

step of offering to the custoner one or nore of a pluralit ree
i tems conpt? sednéetéricrg sdwepnf pde ai ttawes Mawitngodilif éxi nprasisizgeed fhadmes,
and wherein th%h%Ut%eEEESnLte”B offeggd {o t he

server Ne " 'customer computer in the
system of FIG. 1;
FIG. 5 is a representation of a customer
purchase order interface screen of a type that would be
15 downloaded Ifrom the merchant server to the customer

computer in the system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 1s a representation of a customer
database screen of a type that would be accessible on the
merchant server in the system of FIG. 1;.and

20 FIGS. 7A-7D comprise a flow. chart illustrating
certain preferred implementations of the Dresent

invention.

DETATLED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENTLY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

25 With reference to FIG. 1, the ° present
invention is most preferably implemented by a system in
which computers or the like communicate via a computer

- network, such as the internet. Such an implementation
of the invention may be in the form of the preferred

30 system 100 illustrated in block diagram form in FIG. 1.
The system 100 will be described in conjunction with the
preferred embodiment wherein the merchant is dffering
free or discounted international airline travel tickets

to consumers who purchase a threshold dollar amount of



2 8 OCT 2004 43 custoner at no additional charge have a predeterm ned

maxi mum assi gned val ue which is dependent on the price of said at | east one
international travel ticket selected for purchase by the custaoper. s 5. The
met hod of claim4, further conprising the steps of said custongé3 0d) 284 i ng
at |l east one international travel ticket 3y omanong said plurality of
international travel tickets and selecting at |east one duty free itemfrom
anong said plurality of duty free jtens. i%&% The net hod ofd.clai 1,
wherein sai d sE@BY of L5891 sPAECRIMRALIRA ofBTPWH t RE SR Fod “6P A8 very Sof

said at |east Qng.gduty:dsepiil enneorPrdaestilyi shagsybeefunhonalLsbhak said
duty free itemwll be delivered to the custoner at one of an international
port of departused arkd ntémphenerial pbHEt ofamqUsyal ORRET durgmippdiments

international travel | d to NG ; AdELS 4 I BB YRtk es
for duty is fr%%g%?%%%@&%.eml{‘%éeﬂﬁet%cﬁ ?ﬁ?cﬁ’ al mleét ﬁereei n said stes of
sai d custorer &etect fngeat méealsdndinge i rter ransomsrst r ahel  toiugieda sfeur @her

cust orer aetyct £ngeal mbeelsandis | e e e
i or a1 on CoREErHRHLACHPALRT UPAPPEY BF (AEPRALIORA 20 L Roel TA"Shet s by

accessing a fitstxaed, Sishdsdyentsayd ceonmulerdinet werkis8. 1The retdked sof
claim?7, wherein said step of said custaqgner, sel ecti ngfat | east gne duty

free item furtAef/@Brprressichd it dFptelsar i Kttt on®F FSF L7 ngCa88c AMSt i ve

information copgeppieg sahdep! Wpal hby ohudut¥yfree itwewy by¥raecessvig 2s a
second web site over said conput er networ k. 9. The nethod of claimS8,
wherei n sal@ fFustherhose: ewhnle skl sxtnm Wb ZEREESANE S 1o REARETASS site.

50 10 The method, of GLALMS, J4irther SOIRLAS! 19, (hesshep ofssalsk cus omer

meki ng payment “FBF <58} one international travél ticket by
provi di ng credptactidei rher mattinma taf atlie r shverpber ¢onpte mandstayal.d
computer netmoggd the method may be practiced in any number of
alternate ways, including ways that do not wutilize
15 computers or the like and/or do not use a computer
network as a medium of communication. Accordingly, the
description of the preferred embodiments and the
variations thereof suggested herein should not be
construed as limiting the scope of the invention, which
20 is defined in the appended claims.

As shown, system 100 includes a merchant
server 200 which may be a general purpose digital
computer operating software capable of uploading digital
images and text, such as pictures and descriptions of

25 consumer items and available travel tickets. The
merchant server 200 is preferably capable of
communicating with other personal computers or the like,
of operating security software of a type well known in
the art for providing secure on-line purchasing by

30 protecting credit card numbers and other consumex
information, and of performing various inventory and
accounting functions, as by employing commercially
available software, such as Microsoft Excel (:) The

selection of a personal .computer suitable for use as the



44 2 8 OCT 2004 11. The nethod of claim 10, further conprising the step of
sai d custoner providing at |east one of an address, phone nunber, enail
address and a passport nunber to a second renpte conputer over sai d
conputer network. s 12. A nmethod of sellin ? duty free itens i n £&M8Tn20i on
with international travel tickets froma s %gle source, conprising the
steps of: offering to sell to a customer at |east one duty free itemat a
price bel ow a thRirnt eperpeic@08t iwhiwhlsawdthinl east eqeawiutit fdeesit em

can be purchased froma th| d da tl cust omer, the of fer bei ng nade
RS S8

ersor
over a conputer 10 et wor K a§| mul t aneously of fering

to the custoner at |east msnebeﬁtersle@hl onal FtGan &h@k@lnattheo Rddit L gpal
charge provided the customarll?urchases said at |east one duty free item at

the of fering priTe®% he'of f &t ' BeF Ayt AddelBvePlogkd comsmrer ratmork them

the single soungSicHanackpewd £dgng ithe to [ pur chase
said at | east one Cduty free item and theﬂcé%st%ﬁ%?ﬁtggﬁt splIoecr?\esnst % St E at

| east one i nt erdP&i OR@M t40etvednd | BRYt ,20Qhe ahknowr&dgejmntobemhgcmmdgr@ver
uter network from

sai d conputer network: acceptin pay t over_ sai
t he cust oner fc‘)”%l\s?g ]fjna I ggstt ’;llferc}eel?tér?]e 2 tadvi SiPngt dhet €13t oner
of the nethod cnferdﬁlaln\tel’s/eﬁfelsaz@o annbeaaésoeemduhxcﬁte%nl PR 1N g

cust oner; and delé vering sal d at Ieast one international travel ti cket to
t he custorrer tware which  is preferably  capable of

10 simultaneously communicating with multiple remote
computers or the like wusing, for example} a computer
network such ‘as the internet as a comﬁuniceticn medium.
While the communication hardware and software 208 is
preferably lncorporated in the server 900 it may be a

15 separate unlt connected to server 200. - The merchant
server 200 also 1ncludes or is in communlcatlon with a
consumer items inventory database 210, a flight schedule
database 212 and..a customer database 214. These
databases are preferably incorporated 'in. the main

20 storage drive Cfrthe merchant server_200;_e;g;,.its hard
drive 230, though they may be located prcximate. the
merchant server 200 or remote therefrom and connected
thereto by, for example, a modem, a dedlcated conncctlon
line, etc. The_consumer items inventory dataoase 210

25 'preferably includes images descrlptlons and prlCeS of
the consumer items belng offered by the n@rchant and
also preferably 1ncludes information only acce551ble by
the merchant such as the price at whlch the merchandise
was acquired, the number of unlts in current lnventory,

30  etc. Of course, all of the databases 210, 212 and 214
can be updated Dby the merchant as frequently as
necessary. The flight schedule database 212 preferably
includes 1nformatlon concerning the fllghts currently

available from the merchant, such as destination,



13. The method of claim 12, wherein said step of offering to sell at |east
one 2s duty free itemconprises offering to sell one or nore of a plurality
of duty free itens. 14. The nethod of claim 13, wherein said step of
offering at | east one international travel ticket conprises ofzfqzrok?gm,’o t he
custonmer one or nore of 'a 30 plurality of ggternational travel® Tick
variety of destinations. 15. The nmethod of”<laim 14, wherein the step of
offering to the custoner one or nore of "a plurality of international travel
tickets conpri sepagftfusrd ngirp2r8, OGr206: U5 a5 rporitnt edanti enad taavel of
tickets having dcg[pf fering assigned values, and wherein the international
travel tickets Offéred to the cusP8mer ™t o additi’érial BRdr gRCPROBSES -
predet er m ned maxispurnfasstgred viedster dtiichhd,s dependerd oni e PELEgu oL
said at | east on;I %u%y frig item sel ected for purchase by the custoner. 16.
The method of SPAPRPFS fhft HEF CoAPFPsiRRe et epi et ugs dieiermabion

selecting a |easly anccdudinidegyl ol fiomatbng spicd RldirahLty Qfeduly
free itens and selecting at Ieasty one international travel ticket C‘Trom
anong sai d pl uraiichy é¢fhe nteErrdEadnalhas avaintiackets. Y. ghechetdodtof

claim12, wherei. id of Vi Si he, custoner . of the nmethod of
delivery of s=ai%&%§t§%l’ea§%‘%gngugﬁtg§ ngg }E%Céﬁeg%rrp?Yiéga]&%%i sifg"the As

custoner that sapdadhekeaséroneulilyy beles,i totha bk he,dekiveged ito the
cust oner - at on&lof an international port of departure, an international

port of arrivaftaf8tis AFSHHit erfdtaGHsR travel, WAErebpesai dipdatedst

one duty free kheshguakbings feLchut Y fAps8tialls. p18vilhg mﬂsgod é’{h&ai m
16, wherein said step of said custoner selecting aF | east one duty free
item further cEAPPHEESSt hecBepleRtERg d Wiust omer chiaewi nge2vedesz20d ptvye and

Becosoing & f1F eI uBb ot e over Bas g rhfeferforPe 1o THhe Gt I b1
claim 18, wheréhhababd tlep pfeSatablusinabndss! eetfioR@adtion concerning
?_custgmersm whp_'havew used . the system, such. as name,

15 address,  credit card numbér," paSspprt number, order

_history, etc. This information is preferably accessible

only_by the merchant, or, upon entry of a password or
other security code, .an individual customer preferably

may agcess, but not modify, his or her own information,

20 for example tQ'check the status of a pending order or to

place a new order. Also.,preferébly stored in the

~merchant server is application-softﬁare for carrying out

the various functions required to implement the present

invention, i.e., communicating with - external

25 . communication devices, accessing information from the

various  databases, :calculating pricing for consumer
.items and or tickets, etc. Persons skilled in the art
who have read this-description will be fully capable of
writing application software .suitable for dimplementing

30 the present invention on the merchant server 200.

The consumer items in the inventory database

210 are purchased by the merchant from the typicai
sources . for such items,  e.g., manufacturers,

distributors, etc. The merchant may purchase such items

to a .



| east one international travel ticket further conprises the step of said
custoner 2s viewing itinerary information concerning said plurality of
international travel tickets by accessing a second web site over said
conput er network. 30 20. The nethod of claim 19, wherein said Rif §CTvom
site .and said second web site are the sane2fweb site. 21. The net hod of
claim19, further conprising the step of said custoner making paynent for

said at |east ane guy JppeegdiemebyaRr, 0 4li B eredhtreakd 4 NforamiiQpsto a
first renmote conputer over said conputer network. 2 8°CCT 2004 46 22. The
met hod of cl ai ARUCH Wiher conpiied meivrrkstmp ofosadtenmbt onercessindi ng

at | east one of an, ad. one er,..email, address_and a passport
il 2o~ W
nunber to a secaongm?se%(o%zgc%% Selrnréover 5 d Sclotrreputoefére net work. 35237 A

met hod of conbitticwgyt heasgl e caheirnt eniatabaral hs@velidmckaky ard sdut ypéree
itens to custoners froma single source, conprising the steps of: of{gri ng
e

to sell to 3 ciSFOMMTHt 97 r3t Prddet™ MndE FmtcdomF dtaddn In

international tgzasel di ckeleandaedubyolisee Lhem qbbesof fer beidge fade, over
a io conputer network fromthe single source; sinultaneously offering ¥o
transfer to thehdmieshero thel otdieorofsnatiiftast fat i Oralneredhasit twicket aad a

duty free item - Lt I e Oor_a sec r er.m ned
price, the offeo%tdblce&:gﬁtgeq;na g gggb’ ngll%% cgggnbgf%”ergh%t m%k'q%%gl%cfﬂ‘gég?%%ﬁ]see
source, wherei rra $obtahgef feaiiditiyr st Psedetenmaiesrgri sechand stadilsty

second preﬂgt ermned price is |ess than the total of a price of said
I

internatio (FavePet i PRt 1799 paPEhLRSF att it r §OPar tSA AN ECHRFEE of
said duty free lidsem thapurahasedstr om aowitdferent ahRi rébditdg a duty

free goods retail establishment, such as those found at
alrports. |
‘Surplus  travel tickets are  preferably
"15 purchased by the merchant from passénger carriers, and
such purchases may be carried out by using a computer
network such as the internet, ordering by phone, etc.
0f course,- it is not necessary that the merchant
actually purchase the tickets in advance of offering
20 them for sale on the mérbhént.computer 200, and it is
contemplated, for example, that the merchant may instead
contract with the airlines to purchase a minimum dollar
amount of travel tickets ‘on a ‘number of different
routes, °~ with actual purchases awaiting ' customer
25 selection. In either <¢ase, the tickets preferably are
purchased or reserved for :purchase by the merchant at
prices below  the rates at which such tickets are sold at
retall to consumers. It is contemplated that once the
inventiorl is implemented, carriers will choose to alert
30 the merchant of the availability of surplus tickets in
the expectation of purchase by the merchant for resale
or transfer.to the merchant's customers.
Referring again to FIG. 1, the consumer

preferably accesses: the merchant server 200 by using a



acknow edgi ng the customer's decision to purchase said at | east one of an
international travel ticket and a duty free item the acknow edgenent bei ng
20 made over said conputer network; acknow edgi ng the customer's deci sion
to acquire the other of said international travel ticket and a 28t0¢Tf 208
item the acknow edgement being nmade over said computer network; accepting
paynment over said conputer network fromthe custoner for 2s said at |east
one of said.international travel ticket and a duty free itemand for said
ot her of said IORPSURERY oPQF SRl eFORPELEE A0¢ - a ‘Eﬁﬂ‘&fﬂf r 8B°Pt &RCeFS i %Y ng

sal d i nternat| gnal, WAvSkedd Gleln ) Aspl SplistoRE i Y SMGo 1081 des

custoner of the nmethod of delivery of said duty free itemto said custoner,
wher eby sai d custmiers sacguivies:dotdewi id-d ey neititoridie tRereiaEy $¢ERRE and

said duty free jtem at price |ess than t Lce h said custones

woul d pay if s&‘d cusst%ﬁ’e Fought jc%ﬁl’y Sai %gFggér na%g\l@}o%al travel t?cke%
fromone thgrd ipatdnneand oeghtibanliyysai eétduty free | temsrﬁmem apetsenathird
party. 47 2 8 OCT 2004 24. The nethod of claim 23, wherei gFaai d stegﬁof

offering to squOf%Folte?rcus3tO(9neWab5neaJo?oarFqI?ﬂréLr%t| on8FSEPRAERT: i RRERC

duty free itemeonpriSes, Pftgﬁhﬂﬂltgt§ghldk@l%eC%§I0§Ek1@@Q ofwratcH easly one
of a plurality o nternatlonal travel tickets and at |l east one of a

plurality of dutey cbpeneate@nby 25. WFemethedavtherab 24, Stereeachaetst ep
of offering to transfer to the custoner_the other.o i r
travel ticket HEUTYET T eeafil% resem?ng Leole 20 108 Q%g&ﬂ@k

em- Pise ering to transfer £ th
custoner omng ofpetsdrgast pudlera pburad:m:yumnfcatrtmrmatumnahet rxaaethantkets

and at | east one of a pl urality of duty free itens. Jio _
server via the 1nt rnet using, for example, modems
for analog lines or routers for dlgrtal lines.
It is contemplated that once the consumer

accesses the merchant ‘server QOO ‘the consumer ~will
15 flrst see on his personal computer 300 or other device
the merchant S "home page screen, which will prompt the
user to select among varlous ODthnS, such as checking
the status of a prev1ous order, Vlew1ng consumer items

available for sale, viewing avallable travel tickets
20 etc. In a typlcal scenarlo,'a consumer who wants to
place .an_ order will select .the 'prompt for viewing
consumer 1tems avallable for sale. In that event, <the
merchant server 200 .may neht communicate' to the
consumer s personal computer 300 an inventory database
25 lnterface screen of the type deplcted at 220 in FIG. 3
| which presents for v1ew1ng by the consumer selected
fields from the inventory database 210, such as item
number, descrlptlon, welght the - merchant's selling
price, the local retail price, any“restrictions, and an
30 image of the item. Because the merchant will typically
have a large number of items for sale, not all of which
will fit on a single screen, the consumer can preferably
scroll through the available items in a manner well

known tc those skilled in the art. As a further



26. The nethod of claim 25, wherein the step of offering to transfer to the
custoner the other one of at |east one of a plurality of international
travel tickets and at |east one of a plurality of duty free- itezgés gtrr ﬁ € of
no additional charge or a second predetermged price conprises £ E
said other one of said is international travel ticket and said duty free
itemat no additjonal charge, if said first predeterm ned price of the one

of said interndt}idrdtety el 1RFERRE 8Ad GGy toride FiEmh el vt eanpeRer

purchase by the <lst oneL 19x6eedse A PLedet elm §gd annunt and offieri @9r§@' d
other one of said international travel ticket and said duty free item at

sai d second predeteanm ned ppreeent sdiad fonstumpredet®er mitted 20ipditge ob t he
one of saldlntcehrcptlonal traveéltlckte%l@da u':#fr eltemselec ed for
purchase by the custoner ess §95F EdePr ' REG ARBURE! 279 %he?S

met hod .of chai maaﬁ;hefsutmemmprpr|cabmglhlge sttens odusai dnedstonmy sekgsting
at |least one inter atl on travel -ticket from.anong said plurality of 2s
i nternational traveltetfe 8?5@%8%8986% AgCatPEas¥ *6nd Uutye f FeRSHRRM f r om

among sai d plural i 4y \fe detycheee J1kemBat28e, The.dTeLbogh 0k + ClI AT, 2 290
wherein said step of offering to transfer to the custonmer the other of at

| east one of a"ivur ariclyrdef @ntS@(amha@riﬁl @@%@/@Sm oKet soasym8o aitémast
one of a plural o] ty ee se re eterm ned price_when
the first pr edesj’tée?ﬁm tr%ggl& rltlféée of rlshe one o ée)felcn er%a MCondP 7t r BVeT T PFcket

and a dutylOredadeem sehect;eﬁbd‘mmt puaimhea@@rxb,y t heicust on®r i anhessothan a
predeterm ned a ffurther. conprises the step_of selecting the second
8 OC T 2004 48 é‘é’é‘t mided ptite™BRERY 6ﬁaﬁﬁéYd|lWé@€}%’ete§et%eﬁh@ﬁe

first predetermmniadcpfice and the fi rStRe@ra‘i@Qte%rsmd‘l‘_edwﬁlr_rBHntaoO%%acThe_s
met hod of claim 28, wherein said step of selecting the second

predet er m ned p‘ﬁe@e b&8ER ofR¢ hegistFeremecHBINeer sardepir sdi SOlaymg
predeterm ned pid fEL st det gL mgn e
ncennd sald fE55t spredet gL E:@e%gg)ulyrgfegﬁ% Sffcludes.

i ncreasing the second predeterm ned price as't

predet er m hed dmfgmmagxiceeds daivwd Hq r@tlemteda@t ertmrrne‘izbqorptuechm,eaas:mbyl 0

30. The net hod oftecll%l m %ﬁé V\/ﬂgégl ns edr’st %llg \éll%Igng Eal dlggrslt OLTFL of
cllcklng "enter", using a touch screen 1if available, fox
example at a klOSk,. etc., and all such methods and
others well known to persons skilled in the art may be

20 used. Preferably, the application software in merchent
server 200 will allow the consumer to select multiplie
ltens, and preferably the consumer may at any time

e access a separate screen, not shown, whrch will apprise
her of‘the items that have been selected for the current

25 purchase, including a prlce subtotal weight subtotal,
etc. ThlS can be effected for example, by providing a
prompt on each screen which, when selected, presents a
screen on the consumer computer"BOO ‘showing the
particulars of the current order.’ .

30 ' Once the consuﬁer completes the’ selection of
consumer items for purchase, the consumer will so
indicate, as by responding affirmatifely to a prompt on
the consumer's computer 360- The consumer may then be

prompted to scan the flight schedule database 212,



the nmethod of delivery of said at |east one duty free item conprises

advi sing said custoner that said at |east one duty free itemw | be
delivered to the customer at one of an international port of departure, an
international port of arrival and during international travel, whereby said
at least one duty free itemqualifies for is duty free status.28§lgcTThg,

met hod of claim 27, wherein said step of 9@ d custoner selecting at |east
one international travel ticket further conprises the step of said custoner

V|ewng|t|ner@qrh)é and priging i tiof c cerning.said plurality. of
i nternational -20 tr a\E}gl %{efgﬂgghggces n%ga%frlersg 4TER gvej%yqs%]?ﬁ
conput er net woskhe82leThe nmhetrifedtcof sodraaem 3lsuather&sn saled dopal sard

cust oner sel ect,in | east 0 uty free itemfurther_ conprises the step
of said customSFP glcg\?ndng”)ciegt% pt’rvé’hén’? FHaki gy PRFB!MAPHSN Goveer i 7y

sai d pluralitypeksduty feetid epsnHynLs §§C€§§!L89f% aecond, el &l e r
sai d conputer ﬁetwork 33. The ret ho% of claim 32, \J/fherel n sal dﬁﬁrg?gﬂ\?\eb

site and satd §eé6ABeAeBisilds are tiige dedmbaweb 282t e. 130 i34, c Ateempt dioed of
claimsl, furtRR6-COARr3hAGnLRe ShaR ah8aLY, CHS! Og‘?ffa MRKING, Pa s;m“t for
“and a r

said one of an iInternational travel tic ee’itém
provi di ng credsEpeaauel bbar mat itdue ts@raememtfe thenputen @Warl aaivh DePsE er

net wor k. 104 The thod of claim 34, further conprising
the step of sal Hgé’qf}er?erp’f)‘?bﬁﬂ?%gt? B ICORSETSRe TGS ancheaFeds, Sphomat

nunber, emmil| addresssandrawpasspabl FFORECAVER s$aidd FaanpPUt Qhdiataork, 36,
A rrethod for using a conputer to facilitate the conbi ned the sal e of

i nternatiofal PPRVEP k&t ldfd efutien reefreenticketusndnerid frdm aheingl e
source, conprigj,pg ta'?l%lsctl%%%lo‘cr?orpe}# PRLtAg. f LRM LG cogputer ta. the .

custonmer an offer to sell at a
At this point the consumer may be prompted to select one

~or more travel tickets for acquisition, and the consumer
may . indicate his K selections in any of the manners

15  suggested above for selecting items for purchase from
the consumer inveqtory interface scfeen 220. If the
consumer selects a flight for which the consumer
gqualifies for a free ticket, the meréhant server 200 ﬁay
~prompt the consumexr to . confirm his selection and,

20 thereafter, to indicate whether the consumer - has
completed his flight selections. If the)consﬁmer has
selected_a flight that has an associated .dollar value
that is less than the dollar value for which the
consumer has Qualified_based on the dollar value of the

25 consumer items purchased by the consumer, the consumef
may then be returned to the interface screen 225 so that
additional _ fllght _ selections may be made.
lA;ternatively, the consumer may be offered the option of
f;eserving" any excess dollar wvalue for future use,

30 either alone or together with future purchases. of
consumexr items,lthough.the merchant may want to impose a
_time,limit for using such excess dollars, in the absence

) qf which they  will be lost, i.e., erased from the

customer's account. If the flight selected by the



to predetermned price one of an international travel ticket and a duty
free itemfromthe single source; outputting fromthe conputer to the
custoner an offer to transfer to the custonmer the other of an irg%?agob,’onal
“travel ticket and a duty free itemat one of no additional chatzge or a
second predeterm ned price fromthe singl e&ource, is wherein a total of
said first predeterm ned price and said second predetermned price is |ess
t han the total cohsampir ceasf =8ai dssateanadli ardll ater avelud i elkelchi feptsehased
froma third party and a price of said duty free itemif purchased froma
different thirdsar ?/fl?ﬁplYtaﬁiuﬁg fort Wé‘lggnﬁﬂ}eerc??%‘??ﬁe haFst dneti Gheds fer

to purchase at ps@led 20 fthst spredet eaniped PrdHe SH i, 1 Last-rong,f san
international travel ticket and a duty free item inputting to the conputer
fromthe cust o CRRSES-er t dNacqgioneumes ohgr be apoi nedyhatdonay tamvel

ticket and d f i,te tiing: e_¢ ter. to.,the custoner
accept ance %f %%rf?%gﬁﬁeon%eﬁﬁo%%’fée#@t 8%131?%%5;3392?;?% gto Inéaa% %rh%to Tan
i nt ernati onal ‘tsedeeltitinckepuanda se dutddiftrieaailt eme actthidi |equiore ddgudider

of an international travel ticket, .and a duty free item inputting to the
conputer from ttﬁl(? cE%Fgﬁ'gr Thf &%ﬁ%nué’on‘é%?ni tlp?alfr?éﬁ f-ai d dfRSDf an
international bhauehtti ckBt cANtha, duky féee icham apgde f @fo 13 ,Sakd1gthes¢ of
an international travel ticket and a duty free itemif said other of an

i nternational PPAGCERNCiGRetwhdRd &hdutgprrywaer memlids hefvieerted Tty satak sz ond
predet er MPd Bhi6en dR)IMET{NG Seld bRLAT patkone dyegV%'ott‘ir%kq%}iéeo S d
T merchant to deliver ‘any additional merchandise.” It is
also possible .to offer the consumer the ocption of
acquiring 'a ticket by making a purely ‘cash ‘payment,
" i.e., without purchasing any duty free merchandise, and
"15 in this eveént and for reasons just noted the merchant
can set the price of ‘the ticket lower than the dollar
amdunt-of merchandise the consumer would have héd to bﬁy

to qualify for the same ticket.

All of the information in the flight schedﬁle
20 database 212 may be input by the merchant, though with
reference to FIG. 1, preferably the merchant server 200
will be in constant 6r intermittent  communication with a
éeparate flight schedule database maintained 'by the
airlines which ~contains the most current flight
25 information such as flight numbers, updated departuré
timeés, cancellations, etc., and it is Gcontemplated that
database 212 will ‘automatically be updated with such
information. For example, with referénce to FIG. 1,
" merchant server 200 méy be in communication with a
30 central reservation - system - 400 coopefatively
administered by multiple airlines, or an airline
reservation system 510 administered by a single éirline,
or both. In any event, of course, some information in

“the database 212 must be determined by the merchant,



2 8 OCT 2004 50 advising said custoner of the method of delivery of said
duty free itemto said custonmer, whereby said custoner acquires both said
“international travel ticket and said duty free itemat a price |ess than
the price which said custoner would pay if said custonmer bought 2dh0GT 864
international travel ticket fromone third3garty and bought only said duty
free itemfromanother third party. 37. The nethod of claim 36, wherein
said step of outpuhtigg feramths: o] e r. a .er to sell
to the custoner one of an int e?ﬁa%?gﬁg?g{$%ve€%f]t ifc 'ethodg'r?le a gﬁttl)t'}%iﬁfieetlot em
conpri ses of ferfagutdesel freg thekebistoner one of io at |east one of a
plurality of internationa htﬂgveJ tihcléetg and at least one of a plurality
of duty free itens. 38. The nethod Of “cl 3F™ 37 9RFE 6 TRRVSt éfddt the
outputting froncoheumenputerlt o fie tcusdanst an wfdf erndo teansfefet orthe
custonmer the other of ‘an international is travel ticket and a duty free

i tem conpri g’es REFETTRG t 8%t r SH&Ver TE6St h@ecGErBREFeonbebprat Feasrtong of
a plurality of ¢piesnatioppb+Lrav i cket d.at. | one_qf Lurality
of duty free itens. 39. The Fr%f ho%lilla(l)ﬁE gllksgi r%nché; n\%ﬁeersgi'ad%&t’heggtgep@(a) tous

out putting fronibRredhpueerrRoorghehe raustiomeemphopéd er abo lionansier the t he

custoner the ot of. .at. J.east, one of .a plurality aof international
travel tickets é;%{dsgﬁgfeésst %lnt:lr%afteglypl (ﬂ]%fa?f‘%/ -8$ed J‘Iotneeo*li'et 2hg at16fe of
no additional cfregeoor dasseconddpredeiar MiRad tR WGRC QRIS off enlng

sai d ot her gne f said international travel ticket and said duty free item
at no addi tionai™ thalge cPRSASE fa1dOnHr eErEeRi Aageprand/ f fheconetef 2s

said internationalyravel neiekehaald Apdullisedlt Gp Sl ected fotcpurchase

by the custonet exceeds a predeterm ned anount and offering said © &I “one
- of said interndt®onakampaeel tlhickepnandesaimdyduity fegeiirtdmtat sangdisesond

pr edet er m ned jce . i.f id fiest, predeterm ned price. of the one of said
i nt ernati onal ﬁﬂaé\:rephtric?‘;‘kes% aﬁg adLﬁ:l}‘t y%FFge i f“é’r‘ﬁcéépgéf’gd §oroTur SRaséSby
the custoner | pdmsisttddinta Selecedet erat nedaaddunickdd, Thesspthod: ofis
claim39, yherejn said stélg of _out ﬁ%&ti ng from said conputer to said

T Tr%hsTeY P6 EARLOYSFordr 1afd ot dthautconsumer s

custoner an of fer
selection of tickets from the ~database 212. For

example, ba§eq on the dollar émount'of the duty free
me;cban@ise selected by the consumer for purchase, the
consumer may be advised as to which travel tickets may
20 be_acquired.for free, das by highlighting the available
tick?ts on the screen 225 or by .generating a new screen
disp;ay;ng only those tickets which the consumer may
aqqﬁire for free. Alternatively, for those tickets Tor
‘ Which the consumer would havé _to. purchase additional
25 merchandi§e and/or make a cash payment, screen 225 may
pe gpdated to include information as to the amount of
additional merchandise and/or the.césh payment required

to qualify for each ticket. |
In any event, once the consumer selects
30 tickets ﬁrom database 212 for acquisition, the merchant
serye; will advise the consumer via the consumer's
qqmputgr. 300 as to whether the ~selected purchases
qualify the consumer to. receive the.selected_ticket for

free and, if not, may offer the consumer the option of



2 8 OCT 2004 51 least one of a plurality of international travel tickets
and at |east one of a plurality of duty free itens at a second

predeterm ned price when the first predeterm ned price of the one of the
International travel ticket and a duty free item selected for purchase by
the custoner is less than a predeterm ned amount further conpri2segCT lpgpist ep
of selecting the second predetern ned price based on the difference between
the first predetermned price and the first predeterm ned amount. 41. The
met hod of cl ai Mm@ inwhey eithesat telsttepbyf metierd i g ¢téheh seeomentto and/or
predeterm ned price based th i ffer e between said-fjrst . ... .

pr edet er m ned p%%g“glng sa&% figcs‘?égpr% edg?érn‘iﬁ%d gr?ﬁrljc%tasc:eéfnpr?gcei%tlonal

i ncreasi ng sai dnseconddpsedet er rEveed pif cetias theranmswt byushichesai do
first predeterm ned anoupt exceeds said first_ predetermned price_

i ncreases. is 4FXCFhe® rrggﬁoée £CERLi MiSFS CRhelr el nf88fd ditep. Df PBBEPEEEANg

from said cenputiesr t ehsabdnsstenet arrotlar 1@ 9di e of ratyteast ene of
a plurality of international travel tickets and at |east one of a pfurality

of duty free itdns Tonpel se30 ot peridirase ravstai echabnpewads - t 00f heosustoner
at | east one of_jitinerar nd. pricing informtion, caoncerning said plurality
of internati ona?l{%t r%?/%gu%(?%kvé%gi a%%lsgo %l‘é%cglgﬁt PYE8Rd 3 itglgncg Elg?ffrg‘f’ nati on
concerni ng sai dipdiratity ofatutlye foeeett #aB. b43n Thapmethked ofoxdtai Ané2,

wherein said step of outputting fromsaid caonputer to said custonmer at
| east one of it?‘%ésflﬁ??rr aﬁaeﬁr ilgfiﬁﬁaitﬁf GPAt i cBREBF nitig CIRFSi%ur aF By of

international téswaimdi Chets andigescript i M@d@@qoﬁéﬁci'ir}ﬁfczxsmaiﬂﬁ&{,][méheﬁ

concerning said plurality of duty free itenms conprises the step o
out putting from3atr8ecormia epft &isked clst omensHeERr | vames ar v -and pebeirng

otor o o0 Conessquen s LRl 8t Tty onel, el Liokgt s e
items. 30 44. Thegueetthod, oftidd aipiadd, whier ébbisairgd sb€p dhei nputyi ngree t he
conputer merchandise, é.g. on the plaﬁe, at the départure gate,
15 etc., an eﬁéil'address, passport number,gbhbne number,
etc. Once this information is collécted; the consumer

may then be shown a screen, such as the screen 240 in

FIG. 5, which displays all the details concerning the
customer's order, including a description of <the

20 merchandise purchased, the dollar" value‘ of the
merchandise purchased, the total wéigﬁt 5f the duty free
items, any surcharge due the merchant if the éelected
items do not quaiify for a freé ticket, how the
merchandise will be delivered, the tickéts sélected, tne

25 method of ticket delivery, etc. This Séreen may also
contain a box referencing the terms and conditions of
~the transaction, i.e.,. the contract termé, with the
consumer being requi =d to accept. the ferms ~and
conditions before the transaction is further processed,

30 as is common for commercial transactions carried out via
the internet. ‘Screen 240 may also offer the consumer

the option of accepting the order,-caﬁcéling, returning

to the home page, returning to the merchandise database,

returning to the £light schedule databaée, deleting



fromthe custoner information concerning paynent further conprises the step
of said custonmer inputting credit card information to the conputer. 2 8
OCT 2004 52 45. The nmethod of claim44, wherein said step of requiring said
custoner to input information to the conputer conprises saig cust oner
inputting said information to said conputer over a conputer Beltbrld s 46.
A systemfor facilitating the conbined sale of international travel tickets
and duty free itens to custonmers froma single source, conprising: a

storage device, said storage device storing a conputer _programa at a
concer ni ng atpimr aldimeadflyi nfeehats TR t @g el Fggketsp’asndga %}lﬁggﬁgty of

duty free itens; and io a _prac I SQrnesiednhe theist er ageateviyeagand
operative irﬁﬁesﬁfb%slev?’o toﬁéjgp(ra%%?amto: output to a custoner an offer to
sel | at a figstciusdet erainednpr i tembnenditaAsi At nRi 6fal’ 33 Hvel i cket

and a duty free itemfromthe single source, i Ut 10 thecgust-aeer an
offer to tra#%’%%l?n%%o%%%e?r%‘feslang}ﬁteé'na‘??%n%?n%)%%eImt?Cke't °and a duty
free item att]i(p(gleo%ftirg,tgnl agei bienahsehar geidit orsecondnpredet ertmred 3t i ce
fromthe single source, wherein a total of said first %redet roingd price
and sai d secboweprpdétesnithed giricc&IBITRE WM PRECPOT AT of °47pr | ce of

said internatjonal .travel ti t Jif ;20 QuLhased frama thickepartymnd a
price of sai ﬂtﬁlﬂ?yffjfre@cl uéﬁﬁlﬁg Surclhased froma different third party;
this regard, it will be apparent that for the consumer's

initial purchase, the merchant's acquisition cost for

10 . the travel ticket must be ;gboveréd in the selling price
for the cénsumer item.. However, for subsequent
purchases of consumer items, this is not necessary,\so
additional consumer items can be offered to the consumer
at.iower prices while ultimately yielding tpe same, O

15 éoésibly even a greater grosswmargin'tofthe merchant for
suéh additional consumer items;_ The merchant i1s able to
 offef iow prices for such additiénal consumer items in
-pért'. bécause the rﬁerchant's _o'verhe_aé_l costs are much
.lQWér than those for convent;onal ~duty frge retail

.20 shops, trolley operators,fgtd;

Once the consumer does anfirm.his Qrder for
the selected iteﬁs and flights as‘shown'on sc;een 240,

the consumer is then prompted - to pay for the
transactién, with payment p:eferably being carried out

25 by a secure credit card transaction using, for example,
third pérty software of a tYpe available form a number

.of different' vendors. Thié is @iagrammatically
illustraéed in FIG. 1 by the connection. between the
merchant server ZOdland.the érédit card server 700, and

30 it is éontemplated_ that the merchant server 200 will
communicate with the credit card server 700 to verify

and charge the customer's credit éard account while the
,customér remains on-line such that the customer may

receive instant verification that her order has been



receive fromthe custonmer an offer to purchase at said first predeterm ned
price said at |east one of an international travel ticket and a duty free
item 2s receive fromthe custoner an offer to acquire the other of an
international travel ticket and a duty free item output to the gustounsy
acceptance of the offer'to purchase said ats| east one of an international
travel ticket and a duty free itemand to acquire the other of an

i nt ernati onal tr acveeltetc;ckeEfa@grasg%ty free it.er‘g ar]:d 30 receive from tthe
cust omer i nf or &t TGN concer hi g~ pdyment” Gt “&ai'd 01fé* of* &iFR rit'Erhat F RSl
travel ticket gpsbsaididy fFoee disiplandiforthsai deotber 7afo ansi riwrmat caeal
travel ticket and a duty free itemif said other of an 53 2 8 OCT_ 2004

i nternational tYRBINYT AR RBHidF A ST NG tRIP YA fet ey at eEpélsedond

predetern ned prdfifaAmadhensystemeiog! 8km46.ephgrei nsaldi PLocessal is
operative in response to said programto output to a custonmer” an offer to
sel | one of Sat tYleaserdae oft aaplatals tyimd . i ntlet nahkormainstumseels t tckdtis and

at |east one of_a plurality of, dut,y free items. 48  The system of claim 47,
wherei n sai d prcoacquslosr ?ésj,%%teercela’ti,v%eiénor%seus[%%rnslesi%r? ST p?g%?ﬁ tghe
out put to a cusipmem aafofifenttantr ansfemadtd dohef stistongrt et hereaf tat

| east one of 'a Iruc{jality of international travel tickets and at | east one

of a plurality ™ uty free-items. 49. The system of claim 485, wherein
said processor is operatigd NdRIONSEsi $cbapsakd RHRIMAM 410,,0ut pUt Lo a

custoner an offer to transfer to said custoner said other one of said

i nternati ohfl t3%leformerbcate® Sard THhitghtf rees¢remtbenngo the central

- reservation syétém 400 or the airline reservation system

510, depending:on whether the airline operates its own

reéervation system or is part of a central system, such

as SABRE. If the consumer has selected an e—ticket,

15 tﬁéf information is also conveyed, so that the airline

knon to iséue an -e-ticket when the passenger arrives

for departure. If a paper ticket is selected, it is

contemplated that the merchant server will communicate

with a travel agent via a travel agent server 800, with

20 the travel agent then generating a. paper ticket for

mailing to the address pkovidéd"by the consumer.

‘Alternatively, the merchant may itself issue the ticket

to the consumer. Of course, in addition to acting as a

conduit for delivering -paper tickets to. consumers,

25 Efavel agents may alSo utilize the system 100 to acguire
tickets on behalf of their own customers.

| In addition to making a flight reservation and

| érranging ticket delivery, ubon acceptance of payment

'“£he merchant server 200 will also convey information

30 éoﬂderhing the dﬁty free merchandise purchased by the

customer to the store‘server 600, which may be located

at a bonded warehouse facility. In response, the server

600 will uédate its inventory database 610 by reserving

the selected items against the customer's purchase order



additional charge if said first predeterm ned price of the one of said
international travel ticket and a duty free item sel ected for purchase by
t he customer exceeds a predeterm ned anount and offering said other one of
said international travel 20 ticket and said duty free itemat said second
predetermned price if said first predetermned price of the Qrepof i d
international travel ticket and a duty freg item selected for purchase by
the custonmer is less than a predeterm ned anount. 2s 50. The system of

claim49, wherein, said processor, s operative _in response to sajd, program
to output to angﬁg?ﬁrreqpaﬁ%g?fterlQ%mff’;neﬁ’er%Pﬁée{%’he]rn%*rlaﬁ? I gh?F ol of a
plurality of ibstersatdiconadrtravelstitketsuanshat ihgasha®henofcshddsaldty

of duty free itenms at a second_predeterm ned price when the first
predet er mi ned pREceddfrEhEYonef ofed e ificEr natvrdhabler avkl thekettawmrba

duty free itemegelected Lor +3QtPWGNase Y Lhe eushEled S d gssddan

predet erm ned anobunt and wherein said processor is aperative In response to
sai d program tefsei@metsa he theésonds prredeverwi nedopmiue dedsec ,onwihe. the

di fference between the first predeterm ned price and the -first .
pr edet er m ned gﬁ%ﬁ%t . SV o @?Lsfpmcgﬁgﬂ. o*f’ﬁiysys?lém o R Rt LY

wherei n sai d pnpaessaly itheopeirathiave iskriesPense vied tsald Rrei-am ta el ect
the second predetermnmned price by increasing the second predeterm ned price
as the anount BF"WHRISairdef | FeEehredetdr nthrd s§ogmgent Textbbls, satd first

predet er mi ned pRECedNGEASESer 02 108, SYSHET Al 14l alm 47 phergi n, sai d
processor is operative in response to said programto output toe a-custoner
at | east drie oflelivasvarychedupe i catgbastor AL obnformmerivmg caiackpliural ity
of internationgl vel tickets and descriptive i nd_pricing,information
concerni ng sai %Je%ﬂ[ﬁgﬁﬁl to)t;‘:l o_tf edu?gdgjf%g ?%Sﬁg. 553.¢ ate %5&?%‘,‘%} élaj %2,
wherein said psocessger ifacaperati wear n MESPONSLme Dy Saiad rahgemamtko aput
to a custoner ﬁgot hiti ner ar%f and pricing information concerning said
plurality of i 0 Y r ye€an S

lural i f ifEethaf¥ord FRAvVAIULGHAGSTs BFd dedcr PHRTRES and PrivEHg:d

I nformation copger RS d Rl Wl Lhy el-dutytres iﬁﬁaﬁae?értyzg iem of
claim 53, wherein said processor. is opéerative in response to said program
to recei vé&3Jroarakwstedererafor nete omegehesrAbRg o cpedisbrnoadd. at the

airiine if the merchandise is to be delivered in flight.
Altho{;gh dépicted as separate units -'in FIG. 1, if the
merchant server 200 is located at the stéraéé facility
for the -duty free goods, ‘the. merchant ser{rer. 200 and

20 st.ore server 600 may be cﬁombined as a sinqle computer.
When payment- is accepted, or _..earlli.e'r in the
‘transaction 'process,' the merchanﬁ .servei: 2(-30. may also
generéte a profile 'fo.r the customer which is”added to
the customer database 214 in the merchant-: ser;irér 200 and
25 which may take the form. depicted in FIG. 6.  The
B customer may access his.own pi:ofi:ie by using a bassword
provided to the customer upon successful cdmpletion of
- his first trari's',aé:_tion. The database provides valuable
marketing information to the merchant, but also allows
30 the customer to avoid having to reenter basic
'informatio'n, such as name, address, credit card number,
etc., for each subsequent transaction. -The customexr
database 214 may aléo include an order history, which

provides useful marketing and planniﬁg information to



20 55. The system of claim 46, wherein said processor comunicates with
sai d custoner over a conputer network. 56. The system of claim54, wherein
sai d processor communicates wth said customer over a conputer2BepgpPhly 25
57. A systemfor facilitating the conbined;gsale of international trave
tickets and duty free itenms to custoners froma single source, conprising:
a first conputer operated by a consunmer and operatively connected to a

first device for§ AN g 3dst a 2dvESa @onBuEEPMABL Wep k; Clerik 3 =isecond
comput er oper atgdidis a sehber And, operatiyel ys¢ t0,3.s6c0nd device
for transmtting data over said c%rrput er net%%r%?ﬂgg%gggéccﬁ ?@errrpcg}ael}t

i ncl udi ng a st greageme¥? ¢ e metyorg emp @ conpuepepr ogFamaantiodahaitangerdy ng a
plurality of international, _travel tickets and a plurality, of ‘duty free 2
8 OCT 2Q0 55 i{%eér?rlse,m;é‘ns ad%;%‘é'agsg“r’ oper é??v@luft%’l‘?ﬁectaéﬁdtﬁuishe "B e
devi ce and bpematy veindludsponsert 0OekBRAPPENIr am t@editanytdd t ocdhe f4 1 st
conputer over said..conputer network an offer to sell at a first -

predet er ni ned Prade TERE I & i hSerhzRTonHE thanrsd, [GeEEmatdor @ft ytie ee

item fromthe SidN@c®esOUNGRvAI ansiitetd t he, fdinsla (GompPULSr Queh,said g
conputer network antoffer to transfer the other of an international Fravel

ti cket and a d@opditdernst @h salene efc.no addi ti onal charge or a second
predeterm ned price fromthe single source, wherein_.a total of said first
predet er mi ned pri.ce-and _‘SIZ}III%d E?roe%e‘c‘oyn %@%%%Jt%?"?ﬁ nef EE‘Fcé:’iv§nlté§§ f1h t he
total of alriatuef feai bdai etamdtioal ddiaeaditi Seetend Fauw sed fuiem a
third party and.a price of said duty free itemif Eurchased rom a

di fferent thirdFart§ES AT veritom tFe fer@rebnplEer over sHiskEewumnd er

network an Offghﬁernational travel tickets upon purchasing a
'brédétéimined dollar wvalue .of dufy free merchandise.

As prgﬁibﬁsly noteah_howevér, ﬁhe bresent invention can

15_ edgéiiy_be'practicgq by offering frée or discounted duty
| f;eé-mepchgndise ubdn purchase_of a predefermined dollar
value ofvtfével tickets. From the foregoing description
persbps ski;led in the art will immediately understand

how this variant of the invention can be practiced. using

20 _-thé iétérnet'as a2 communication medium. In either case,
the me:éhant server can be pro@ramméd to incorporate an
élgprifhm which will set the predetermined purchase
ievél which fhe customer must attain to obtain free or
diséduntéd consumer ~items and/or travel tickets. For

25 e#aﬁple,.'after taking into account the merchant's
acquisition costs for the consumer item(s) and. traﬁel
tickgﬁ(s), the ‘algorithm programmed in the merchant
ser&éi can set the predetermined pfices to the consumer

to insu#e that the merchant achievés a gross margin of

30 $200|or‘any other amount. If the consumer purchases do
not qﬁalify, the élgorithm could then generate a message

to 'Fhe consumer advising hér of the shortfall and
offéring the consumer the opfion of proceeding with the

trahsaction by making a cash payment or by making



to purchase at said first predetermined price said at |east one of an is
international travel ticket and a duty free item receive fromthe first
computer over said conputer network an offer to acquire the other of an
International travel ticket and a duty free item transmt to the first
conput er over said conputer network acceptance of the offer toZQbeF

said at |east one of an international 20 tgavel ticket and a duty free'item
and to acquire the other of an international travel ticket and a duty free
item and receiviqfron1t£e first caonputer over said conputer network

i nformation cont&Fhiny phaymeat Gf LE&EE Ene PO ChA Sieft ertiEGonarea¢hvelthe
ticket and a dutyrdsmesidt edrandrial tSaiqd Qidef of s A0 i 44 er pat ienal trayel

14

2s ticket and a duty free itemif said other of an international travel
ti cket and a diSPF¥seetiPeemlivoréther sduad saitd et edet esm hed goice.

58. The systemg@fs€laim 57, in saj rocessor. in said second conputer
is operative in response tot%\ggég%roggfé&r:{?% tr%%%?ﬁl?nqlosea’ custofer oveRr

sai d 30 conput excametdwrde ani of f erstause) | ponet ofe athd ersSt 10N Qﬁa?‘. wish
plurality of ir]ctoer natril.onal tlrlavel' tickets and at least one of a plurality
of duty free itens.2CPE8'2 g tEIEDO0AT Y THEFEYET erfDf BPER m SBOCMAGFEI N

sai d processor ddhsigdek seeend GOWertisvOPetatiuesin rfﬁp%%ﬁ:itn% sﬂ\g
programto transmit to said customer over said conputer network am offér to

transfer to thérisstonet PHECBERRr Ieludtreleass, ondrof ahgprithhi tmaygf of

international ttaumel, ti S; @t_r]g east_one of a plurality of duty free
items. 60. The system 01%(]%% arm Q%E%é]ereiann%az}%nbperrocoe%sjs%cﬁ%%’ai?ju%%cﬁﬁd

conput er i $0operatiaid iny r espokse t oosdidiphegr aﬂhbmuﬁiﬁﬁsmdhatrg;e%ai din
customer over sari qfaccirrpute'r r%et.\rz\llork an offer to transfer to said custoner
sai'd other one’ofSaid 1% iHft-Ernat PORGPSt rikfel HisckBErshansara dang feee

itemat no additiiaeral ehan@ad.f saidqabbrst pregetelsined pé{i&&@égéheo%”e
of said international travel ticket and a duty free itemselected for
purchase by th&REFer 18pdeBgstatppadeeer ilred lavennticandief fehang said

ot her one Of_SéhQO%@ter@ﬁéiOH@EEHEH¥¢}t&i?%ﬁ&hﬁﬂg sgid parameters of
15 acceptable t;qnsqctioﬁs bn a real time basis as .often as
is_desireqi lEor_examp%e, it is well known that airlines
typically adjust ticket prices .as thé, travel date
approaches, with t;pkétgprices typically increasing as

the travel date _negrs; ' Airlines_htyPically include a

20 computer implémenyed, ;évenue management syétem which
. calculates the_numbgggojNSéats to be released at eaéh
price apd the Qaﬁe Whén the price will be adjusted to
aéhieve‘ . the  desired- price distribution. As
diagrammatically illustrated in.FIG. 1, system 100 may

25 }ncludelgn airligeireyenue management system 500 in real
time communiqation_ with merchant server 200 whereby
merchant server 200 has access to current retail pficing

for tickets offered by the merchant. Using an algorithm

or other technique,. the merchant may then adjust

30 upwardly the amount of duty free merchandise which must
be purchased to aéquire that ticket thereby affording

.the merchant a higher gross margin while at the same
time. retainingl a  competitive pricing structure

considering that the travel ticket has a higher



duty free itemat said second predetermned price if said first
predetermned is price of the one of said international travel ticket and a
duty free itemselected for purchase by the custoner is less than a
predetermined anount. 61. The system of claim 60, wherein said $BdsdBt in
said second conputer is operative in resposse to said programto transmt
to said custonmer over said 20 conputer network an offer to transfer the

other of at le |.yrali of international travel tickets and at
| east one of aa%lq%?{ﬁ?j% g?aqd%t ykfi%ég icfnerrtg?lgt %llégﬁ%%d‘? p\r[tb]tfgieetr ntRedPri ce
when the first pradet erninedny i cesof tresone 0fkiheedntier nationalt t navel
ticket and a du}n]%/ free itemselected for purchase by the custoner is |ess

than a predet erhfied aﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁndo\i@nerg&%r?ﬁl@gprd??é%so‘?omiéu?%ropérfézgﬂf@élsi n
response to saigedsogia te sekegt cue Second fsdet e ned. pri ce baggd on

the difference between the first predeternmned price and the first
predet er ni neéd aMERARDT 6P0 Vel @y sansin tdfe clagiimngs dilserusise s diet egmocessor i n

sai d second conputer 30 ig§so0pg LvYe in_response ai d programto_sel ect
t he second predeterm ned pri cegg%lsf\éhcregélg?ng%]henégg%hd p@leedetgf tREESPri ce

as the armpunt bynplEmdntsat b i r stuspnedet ecompmete asoUNtargXceedsesai d1fikkst
predeterm ned price increases.. 57 2 8 OCT 2004 63. . The systemof claim
58, wherein sai @ PrYLERGIY nvsdi & N cHApaLEess) LG ET et n PeSponse

to said programddr (s te e Sl chiCUst QMBS 0&@1&%&*_@9”@&&@%?8& Lk at
| east one of itinerary and pricing information concerning said plurality of
i nternatiohdl t¥@RE atdiest sthaa deéskyi piise amt Pranciing | afhol mabi opes 1

concerni ng sai d..plyyal ity 0f sduty.free Ltens.. 64, .The system of clai m 63,
wherein said processor {Ln sai d se%ongﬁggngtﬁeerr%f%lgggarlaﬁlvr_e_ T rgléﬁggge' to
sai d program t & {g-ansAdPmesbisaiad rcustaoredr, ovezimsaicdckenpyt erunet wokktbot h

Itinerary and QQ&?&Q if{géna iQQé%Q?CeéQE?Q S%hg mé{ggfff%y of such
alternatives generally being depéndeﬁt on the ability to

15 acquire travel tickets .from 'the respective carrier at
discounted prices. For example, the tmethod and system

of the present invention are also applicable"to Europe's
"travel retail" linduStry. In Europe's travel retail
industry, the ‘merchant pays the. duty on the merchandise
20 but offers the.mefchandise to international travelers at .
a discounted price as compared witﬁ'the'pricé at which
such merchandise is ‘available at” conventional retail
‘shops. This is possible because undé:’c’ the European
system the merchant acquires its meréhandise' from the

25 manufacturer or distributor at a better price than the

merchandise is offeréd to cdnventionél retail shops.

While ‘implementation using computers and the

like is preferred, the present'im}entioh may also be
practiced using less advanced technology. For exémple,

30 the merchant's offerings of consumeér items and travel
tickets may be presented to consumers via catalogs,
mailers, phone solicitations, email, etc., and orders
taken wvia phone, mail, in persoh, etc. Of course, the

merchant may also want to use conventional priht, radio,



i0 of international travel tickets and descriptive and pricing information
concerning said plurality of duty free itens. 65. The system of cl ai m 64,
wherein said processor in said second conputer is operative in response to
said programto receive fromsaid first conputer over is said c9@§¢ﬂ2
network information concerning a credit caggl. 66. The system of cl 9,%)
further conprising a third conputer operatively connected to a third device
for transmtting data over said conputer network, said third conputer

havi ng access t'®®stBrEtP? nPHr AAYE B THMTETNI ¢y B prdradtey eeb 2eitesdito
card accounts ghdhdO- & PERYT am £ oK A RF Acessing, sredi t cay d paypeni s fgflesal d
plurality of credit card accounts, and wherein salid processor In sai

second conput erpisfexperdt | embodimestponsen tanslatce programentn sy d seeand
conputer to tracnasrrgt tr9,sai d thi rdf corrpu}r er_over_said conggt er ngtwork

i nformation concerti iy Gat & e T Tl LT BV o Rai P+ %ed cofBtPer
to receive fromgsdebid tdird, ceIpetebnavercasCcONpULeK Netmork asgeptapce

of a credit card transaction, and to transmt to said first conputer over
sai d conputer mEAWMG k2 hERNBR ddgdint T aCEoRplered @oddits cathpreby a
transaction. .AJdddAS A Al N ARG ARe ARNE & e -
FL_ASAIL. A A@& A O A . AS) A 3 Anth A AGk ASe. A A KBRS AV, A2HPYALP3. AA
r.AF. AF. A | AY, .tR , AgSchag @Aﬂ@: AR, /AE. WABi o Au 1d . AS’C%AFaJABcH: R. AE“{‘eQ. A
)C:D'S\Z@élt_)ea { 9. A Ltf%@e%:epf@ ItbAUac':_c'qA‘uiréA" %L' é‘r c’c'e@gfg‘; _'eAShc?oL._L'lAé ' é:%guhé@ofA’ ==
Ul } BCPQ{ val gb] Xrea] cat calicabealkea] calealeal] cadiga] cRaliealcaliGalaal cat gal cal
ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] cagcaU] c al"j kLM ) NOGab) +57

}xsni cAY] ] ca] cRIFEdTaFes}ea)ta) €aFeafcajtafea)xe] el areapeapea) thdmal cal ¢
a] ca] ca] ca] ca] Galica) Gale ].£0 ler to ire.

TSESIESR) ) * ¢, s, wqhbﬂoobﬂog%ﬂs%gségggoﬁ_vt&?egbt[r g °F U acquire a free or

U] c”a] ca] ca] cajié&coalndad caj vaj<la] clal dedtca] ca] ¢4] calidaloa] cajcialtea] cakea] ca

cal] ca] ca] ca] cg¢ cal 9k: ;
LV:i»Lbe@é@%%k%ﬁ&%?B@%—lé%l ENEEESS AN T A ¢ a1 T aT R 3% AT ES] cay
ca] ca] ca] chj caltea] adxten] Cs¢ caheapnabea] e cpd Def €ajeahtakeaalten] sal €rd sal caj
ca! 2FFF/ GGGHTHHHI ? L11T1>JJ7KK LxLLI\%MVD' CkOOOPTPP} xsni d_Z] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca
] ca] ca] ca] ca] cAFEAFES] caﬁré‘g{%%] caP e tH] cal t&TEa] cAFERPEAPSa] €] cafehfial ca
] ca] ca] ca! PP: QeRsRZRMRRRR §35S, Tivd TUPKLLLEYLY VWV WIIALO0RG s ni o 7] sal ca] ca
] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca].ca] ca] ca} ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca
] ca] ca] ca] ca] cAFERF NI LYYY ey YOShZZZE ¢ 111 { Dihg | Xpkon ? prioc@ sas{fiegigbt ] ] ca
ca)] calcalcalc aleca - calcalc cal.cal] cal.ca] cal cal ca] c
L7 Cal bar Ca] ool 64 Loy ehr ab: bopripeearFabo R dlealaeloebealaplel caleadk ool
sFsl ssssssst OtrayevwKulawmizs | or mbetyfid cal cahsa) cajrcakeabaa] cajtcdleal €a) ca
cal] ca]calca]l calcalcal] cal.cal cal cal.cal cal] cal] ca]l cal ca] cal.calca]lca!zz! 3
qu} wWr ]rrhcl‘Y] } ] 515] g]é]ecslae]nc&]yclﬁc.’ L%eé‘bp}lc??ﬁég}aé% eoag]et?ae% = dca‘]]kbaa% c@‘]%a‘?’é%? ‘Eﬁjp-ga] c
a] ca] ca] ca] ca] ehakealieal capcal calea] cahp 2yadhweahb]p ] cahcal cAad sal galeal ca
] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] c*a] ca] ca} ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]ca]calc
a] ca! / 245=>H] TEESYCORE ZUttb ¥ daREa3ERa e tc dlhed] ddle adeag enta] vafent £alica] ¢
a] ca] c"a] c"a] chakealeh n e+ al4 | a c e
6]CFR]S_‘ s% Syr }\IO| \;\i}s %hcl‘cgfj]@ac]p cgﬁ%é;ca?]cg—?gcﬁﬂg] I:lg%cl;eﬁ:éaf'ﬁéafcgﬁg] %a] ¥ ?:%T afcaU]
ca] ca] ca] ca] caFé&Fésfea) tafalpsa) ¥a] edkréapealea) cal@BE line, in which
BD] "noABFI } xsni_ ca a C al.calca] cal. calca] ca] ca] ca] ca] calca]c
a] ]ca] cal ca% caj ggféa ’c!ﬁ%a‘%%@%%ﬁ% cg %a}:%% %ée]fcaﬁc@\w}i n 82%] %}X] ]EJ ’]caf‘l?a] ]ca
et e SRSt e ol st
ca]calca]ca! <= ‘ XSnj cal]ca]calca] ca]ca]ca] ca]cal]ca]ca]ca
ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]%é:g]". 4] ¢ Cﬁ%ﬁtcsa] ?:‘é"]‘-lcjaﬁga c}a& ¥B] EafLalCdéSical cal Bl #IAYTU
| m} xsni d_Z] califfcajica)] eal-ealcahcakea] aalnahealer] cg)cal ealipdLaleal cabeal ca
] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] cal
" ({]) bc UV Y5 BEPRSHIG 7]ttt Ta] B cBpRYfesLeapEa)u] ch] eal chpya] &) cRRva] ca
ca] ca] ca] ca] calca a c al cal BV X Py $SHIR08 *
1++? , - ] -- ]2 3! -- 1D| w]aglnﬁiéﬁé]ega}% c?ﬂ%gg]%rga}lca H%g} C%]Y%la]]ac%%(%g] %% caj cg 0231] ca
] ca] ca] ca] ca] cBp&dftesTedleda] ca] cal ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]cal - - - -. :
..... /2] 4] E1S1V14444555%. i\ crmore hi 1
7! 7Tb7c7888?9@) xsni d_Z] ca] | cal caj caf ca] cal-]'eca?réaﬁf c &P €a) ) TH}Ta) C8TRUFES] ca]
ca] ca] ca] ca] caPOd) capua] cadcatxla] cakealaalica] caysadb@®)400,, one airline
;o <<<<L(=) ===>>8????CCFFFGCGH! |

I m |} xsnhc”Y] ca] ca] ca] ca] c”a] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]ca]calca]calc
a]J ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]ca] ca! | I FIJJKIKKKLaLLLMyMVWNgNNNCeChOPTP
dPPP) QQR8RR&S} xsni d_Z] ca] ] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]ca] ca]ca]ca]c
a]J ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca! &SsSSSTqTTUUU, VWV2W WNAKF

N N TN N TA —y w—y — " B



*Y_1} xsni d_Z] ca] ] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]ca]ca]ca
] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca! 1j LXZ*v$k$Q EH"} xsnid _Z] ca]]ca]ca] c
a] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] @ g@?@q cajc .
a]cal]ca]calca]cal =), 9"c[ 4] e{d_} xsnid_Z] cal%)ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]ca]ca] calca]c-
a]J ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ta] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] cal 4! wrvb3
| e{d_} xsni d_Z] ca] ] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]ca]ca]ca]

ca] ca] ca] ca] ca]®d]|a ] e aFyalrea] c2dta] ®ago~2 £r S100R qe)sefriaddon) - Sy $0e®' () -

TSSIOIeet ) ko SOHE i SR (e g oo s T
10%&' () - Y109%&' (IndB ZDl’ra L IS0 / &gentd! $EAMEE BP04 40 &shpwm 10it0 is
OB ma - | ééigog/%‘?lr%%pﬁzé%%%é%{%%@ﬁ%&?j%W&“( )DAT IR/ 2 ¥Ye I RS0 L () -
41 $10% / & (p- 4HGABERRLYYE! | {A0UBHRUG i Cht3ng with a plurality of such
10% u&' ()- @10% u&' ()-$10% ué&' ()-S3 10% u& ()-M 10// 10// 10/7"8
:mMGxY?!!,"10%ﬁﬂ@qgteﬁ§"TU%HR@X)-9¥Y§”10%WWQ()llmlﬁeqo%MMW(}bY Fhe
(i £0% U U8 (e d il b 82t LYRET! 31 " AURZ SO2E Osotved0%8) !
e.g., the number of communication ports available.
Similarly, merchant server 200 may comprise multiple
10 Aerchant servers o?erating independently or in tandem.
| Although the 'preferred embodiments of the
invention already have been described in sufficient
detail to enable those skilled in the art to practice
the invention, a flow chart of:the.preferred method for
15 practicing the invention is shown in FIG. 7. As will be
apparent, the flow chart is tailored:to.the preferred
embodiment wherein the customer is offered free or
discounted travel tickets upon purdhaSé of a
predetermined dollar vdiume of duty free merchandise,
20 and the manner in which the flow chart must be modified
‘for the various other embodiments of the invention
described herein will be readily. ' apparent to those
skilled in the art.
Thus, ‘while .there have been . shown and
25 described - and pointed out fundamental novel features of
the invention as applied to preferred embodiments
thereof, it will be understood that wvarious omissions
and substitutions and chandes in the form and details of
the methods and syétems described hefein, and in their
30 operation, may be made by those skilled in the art
| without departing from the spirit of the invention. For
example, it is expréssly intended that all combinations
of those elements and/or method steps which perform

substantially the same function in substantially the
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thereof may.be incorporatedm in any o.the'r disclosed orx
described of suggeste’d form oru embodiment as a general
matter of design choice. It is the intention,
10 therefore, to be limited only as indiéaéed by the scope

of the claims appended hereto.
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o] ermg to sell to a customer at least one international travel ticket at a

price below a then current price at which said international travel ticket can be
purchased from a third party by the customer, the offer being made over a
computer network from the single source;

10 simultaneously offering to the customer at least one duty free item at no
additional charge provided the customer purchases said at least one
international travel ticket at the offering price, the offer being made over said
computer network from the single source;

acknowledging the customer's decision to purchase said at least one
15 international travel ticket and the customer's entitlement to said at least one duty
free item, the acknowledgement being made over said computer network;
accepting payment over said computer network from the customer for
said at least one international travel ticket;
delivering said at least one international travel ticket to the customer; and
20 advising the customer of the method of delivery of said at least one duty

free item to the customer.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said step of offering to sell at least one
international travel ticket comprises offering to sell one or more of a plurality of

25 international travel tickets to a variety of destinations.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said step of offering at least one duty free
item comprises offering to the customer one or more of a plurality of duty free
items to the customer.

30
4, The method of claim 3, wherein the step of offering to the customer one or
more of a plurality of duty free items comprises offering duty free items having

differing assigned values, and wherein the duty free items offered to the
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5 b. The method of claim 4, further comprising the steps of said customer
selecting at least one international travel ticket from among said plurality of
international travel tickets and selecting at least one duty free item from among

said plurality of duty free items.

10 6. The method of claim 1, wherein said step of advising the customer of the
method of delivery of said at least one duty free item comprises advising the
customer that said duty free item will be delivered to the customer at one of an
international port of departure, an international port of arrival and during
international travel, whereby said at least one duty free item qualifies for duty

15 free status.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein said step of said customer selecting at

least one international travel ticket further comprises the step of said customer

viewing itinerary and pricing information concerning said plurality of international
20  travel tickets by accessing a first web site over said computer network.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein said step of said customer selecting at

least one duty free item further comprises the step of said customer viewing

descriptive information concerning said plurality of duty free items by accessing
25 a second web site over said computer network.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein said first web site and said second web

site are the same web site.

30 10. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of said customer
making payment for said at least one international travel ticket by providing credit

card information to a first remote computer over said computer network.
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11.  The method of claim 10, further comprising the step of said customer
providing at least one of an address, phone number, email address and a
passport number to a second remote computer over said computer network.

5 12. A method of selling duty free items in combination with international travel
tickets from a single source, comprising the steps of:
offering to sell to a customer at least one duty free item at a price below a
then current price at which said at least one duty free item can be purchased
from a third party by the customer, the offer being made over a computer

10  network from the single source;

simultaneously offering to the customer at least one international travel
ticket at no additional charge provided the customer purchases said at least one
duty free item at the offering price, the offer being made over said computer
network from the single source;

15 acknowledging the customer’s decision to purchase said at least one duty
free item and the customer's entitlement to said at least one international travel
ticket, the acknowledgement being made over said computer network;

accepting payment over said computer network from the customer for
said at least one duty free item;

20 advising the customer of the method of delivery of said at least one duty
free item to the customer; and

delivering said at least one international travel ticket to the customer.

13.  The method of claim 12, wherein said step of offering to sell at least one
25  duty free item comprises offering to sell one or more of a plurality of duty free

items.

14.  The method of claim 13, wherein said step of offering at least one
international travel ticket comprises offering to the customer one or more of a
30 plurality of international travel tickets to a variety of destinations.

15.  The method of claim 14, wherein the step of offering to the customer one
or more of a plurality of international travel tickets comprises offering



D109 ()- @109 ()-[[D\\]X]dEDC "1, Y109 ()-  10% ()-

Y109&' ()-Y! 10%&' ()- @#10%&' ()- 10%&' ()-X]]~"?___dEbC 1,3 ~*10%& ()-
(10% ()- ' 10%&' ()-,%0% ()-Y! 10%& ()- @H#10%& () - o saapabdﬁbgam
8109& ()- 3710% ()- @L10%: ()-3 ,/10%48) - @ #10%&: () -

109 () - : bl bnbnbob| bbce_=!" "8#10%& () - g'S#lO%& () - 9310%& ()-#109& ()- 10
10 10F 10%& Qe er eef 109& (,)
Y3109@Z8& (e ﬁb‘i’@%ﬁ&%’@&“?'}% %E(A}ﬁefwg QS%QEW/&BWSg?% whereing ez xe-\ : 1 1t

1 kkkk | 31 0RO bl Srired e gt At mupnd dnudqle 3 -

10ZZ! #° L! 1peedeger()inad maxiinghr mmgm@wammmuqdemmmﬂﬁ& price4f 8a@PH5&' (
) -4 &10%5§ieggt on &18@5#?% ?tem seleéped for purchase by the customer.
5
16.  The method of claim 15, further comprising the steps of said customer
selecting at least one duty free item from among said plurality of duty free items
and selecting at least one international travel ticket from among said plurality of
international travel tickets.
10
17.  The method of claim 12, wherein said step of advising the customer of the
method of delivery of said at least one duty free item comprises advising the
customer that said at least one duty free item will be delivered to the customer at
one of an international port of departure, an international port of arrival and
15 during international travel, whereby said at least one duty free item qualifies for
duty free status.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein said step of said customer selecting at
least one duty free item further comprises the step of said customer viewing
20  descriptive and pricing information concerning said plurality of duty free items by

accessing a first web site over said computer network.

19.  The method of claim 18, wherein said step of said customer selecting at
least one international travel ticket further comprises the step of said customer

25  viewing itinerary information concerning said plurality of international travel
tickets by accessing a second web site over said computer network.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein said first web site and said second web
site are the same web site.

30
21.  The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of said customer
making payment for said at least one duty free item by providing credit card

information to a first remote computer over said computer network.
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comprises offering to transfer to the customer one of at least one of a plurality of
international travel tickets and at least one of a plurality of duty free items.

10
26. The method of claim 25, wherein the step of offering to transfer to the
customer the other one of at least one of a plurality of international travel tickets
and at least one of a plurality of duty free items at one of no additional charge or
a second predetermined price comprises offering said other one of said

15 international travel ticket and said duty free item at no additional charge if said
first predetermined price of the one of said international travel ticket and a duty
free item selected for purchase by the customer exceeds a predetermined
amount and offering said other one of said international travel ticket and said
duty free item at said second predetermined price if said first predetermined

20  price of the one of said international travel ticket and a duty free item selected for

purchase by the customer is less than a predetermined amount.

27.  The method of claim 26, further comprising the steps of said customer
selecting at least one international travel ticket from among said plurality of

25  international travel tickets and selecting at least one duty free item from among
said plurality of duty free items.

28.  The method of claim 27, wherein said step of offering to transfer to the
customer the other of at least one of a plurality of international travel tickets and

30 atleast one of a plurality of duty free items at a second predetermined price
when the first predetermined price of the one of the international travel ticket and
a duty free item selected for purchase by the customer is less than a

predetermined amount further comprises the step of selecting the second
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5 predetermined price based on the difference between said first predetermined
price and said first predetermined amount comprises increasing the second
predetermined price as the amount by which said first predetermined amount

exceeds said first predetermined price increases.

10 30. The method of claim 23, wherein said step of advising said customer of
the method of delivery of said at least one duty free item comprises advising said
customer that said at least one duty free item will be delivered to the customer at
one of an international port of departure, an international port of arrival and
during international travel, whereby said at least one duty free item qualifies for

15 duty free status.

31. The method of claim 27, wherein said step of said customer selecting at

least one international travel ticket further comprises the step of said customer

viewing itinerary and pricing information concerning said plurality of international
20 travel tickets by accessing a first web site over said computer network.

32. The method of claim 31, wherein said step of said customer selecting at

least one duty free item further comprises the step of said customer viewing

descriptive and pricing information concerning said plurality of duty free items by
25  accessing a second web site over said computer network.

33. The method of claim 32, wherein said first web site and said second web

site are the same web site.

30 34. The method of claim 31, further comprising the step of said customer
making payment for said one of an international travel ticket and a duty free item
by providing credit card information to a remote computer over said computer

network.
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35. The method of claim 34, further comprising the step of said customer
providing at least one of an address, phone number, email address and a
passport number over said computer network.

36. A method for using a computer to facilitate the combined the sale of
international travel tickets and duty free items to customers from a single source,
comprising the steps of:

outputting from the computer to the customer an offer to sell at a first
predetermined price one of an international travel ticket and a duty free item from
the single source;

outputting from the computer to the customer an offer to transfer to the
customer the other of an international travel ticket and a duty free item at one of
no additional charge or a second predetermined price from the single source,
wherein a total of said first predetermined price and said second predetermined
price is less than the total of a price of said international travel ticket if purchased
from a third party and a price of said duty free item if purchased from a different
third party;

inputting to the computer from the customer an offer to purchase at said
first predetermined price said at least one of an international travel ticket and a
duty free item;

inputting to the computer from the customer an offer to acquire the other
of an international travel ticket and a duty free item;

outputting from the computer to the customer acceptance of the
customer's offer to purchase said at least one of an international travel ticket and
a duty free item and to acquire the other of an international travel ticket and a
duty free item;

inputting to the computer from the customer information concerning
payment of said one of an international travel ticket and a duty free item and for
said other of an international travel ticket and a duty free item if said other of an
international travel ticket and a duty free item is offered at said second
predetermined price;

delivering said international travel ticket to said customer; and

'@
@l
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ticket and said duty free item at a price less than the price which said customer
would pay if said customer bought only said international travel ticket from one

third party and bought only said duty free item from another third party.

37. The method of claim 36, wherein said step of outputting from the
computer to the customer an offer to sell to the customer one of an international
travel ticket and a duty free item comprises offering to sell to the customer one of
at least one of a plurality of international travel tickets and at least one of a

plurality of duty free items.

38. The method of claim 37, wherein the step of outputting from the computer
to the customer an offer to transfer to the customer the other of an international
travel ticket and a duty free item comprises offering to transfer to the customer
one of at least one of a plurality of international travel tickets and at least one of

a plurality of duty free items.

39. The method of claim 38, wherein the step of outputting from the computer
to the customer an offer to transfer to the customer the other one of at least one
of a plurality of international travel tickets and at least one of a plurality of duty
free items at one of no additional charge or a second predetermined price
comprises offering said other one of said international travel ticket and said duty
free item at no additional charge if said first predetermined price of the one of
said international travel ticket and a duty free item selected for purchase by the
customer exceeds a predetermined amount and offering said other one of said
international travel ticket and said duty free item at said second predetermined
price if said first predetermined price of the one of said international travel ticket
and a duty free item selected for purchase by the customer is less than a

predetermined amount.

40. The method of claim 39, wherein said step of outputting from said
computer to said customer an offer to transfer to the customer the other of at
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The method of @falm 40, wherein said step of selecting the secon
10 predetermined price based on the difference between said first predetermined
price and said first predetermined amount comprises increasing said second
predetermined price as the amount by which said first predetermined amount

exceeds said first predetermined price increases.

15 42. The method of claim 37, wherein said step of outputting from said
computer to said customer an offer to sell one of at least one of a plurality of
international travel tickets and at least one of a plurality of duty free items
comprises outputting from said computer to the customer at least one of itinerary
and pricing information concerning said plurality of international travel tickets and

20 descriptive and pricing information concerning said plurality of duty free items.

43. The method of claim 42, wherein said step of outputting from said
computer to said customer at least one of itinerary and pricing information
concerning said plurality of international travel tickets and descriptive and pricing

25  information concerning said plurality of duty free items comprises the step of
outputting from said computer to said customer both itinerary and pricing
information concerning said plurality of international travel tickets and descriptive
and pricing information concerning said plurality of duty free items.

30 44. The method of claim 43, wherein said step of inputting to the computer
from the customer information concerning payment further comprises the step of

said customer inputting credit card information to the computer.
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@@ %0%$& () - @htbrndfRaberalbr tidRt and a duty free item at one of no additional
charge or a second predetermined price from the single source, wherein
a total of said first predetermined price and said second predetermined
price is less than the total of a price of said international travel ticket if
20 purchased from a third party and a price of said duty free item if
purchased from a different third party;
receive from the customer an offer to purchase at said first
predetermined price said at least one of an international travel ticket and
a duty free item;
25 receive from the customer an offer to acquire the other of an
international travel ticket and a duty free item;
output to the customer acceptance of the offer to purchase said at
least one of an international travel ticket and a duty free item and to
acquire the other of an international travel ticket and a duty free item; and
30 receive from the customer information concerning payment of said
one of an international travel ticket and a duty free item and for said other

of an international travel ticket and a duty free item if said other of an
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49. The system of claim 485, wherein said processor is operative in response

15 to said program to output to a customer an offer to transfer to said customer said
other one of said international travel ticket and said duty free item at no
additional charge if said first predetermined price of the one of said international
travel ticket and a duty free item selected for purchase by the customer exceeds
a predetermined amount and offering said other one of said international travel

20 ticket and said duty free item at said second predetermined price if said first
predetermined price of the one of said international travel ticket and a duty free
item selected for purchase by the customer is less than a predetermined

amount.

25 50. The system of claim 49, wherein said processor is operative in response
to said program to output to a customer an offer to transfer the other of at least
one of a plurality of international travel tickets and at least one of a plurality of
duty free items at a second predetermined price when the first predetermined
price of the one of the international travel ticket and a duty free item selected for

30 purchase by the customer is less than a predetermined amount and wherein said
processor is operative in response to said program to select the second
predetermined price based on the difference between the first predetermined

price and the first predetermined amount.
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to said program to output to a customer at least one of itinerary and pricing
information concerning said plurality of international travel tickets and descriptive

10 and pricing information concerning said plurality of duty free items.

53.  The system of claim 52, wherein said processor is operative in response
to said program to output to a customer both itinerary and pricing information
concerning said plurality of international travel tickets and descriptive and pricing

15 information concerning said plurality of duty free items.

54. The system of claim 53, wherein said processor is operative in response

to said program to receive from a customer information concerning a credit card.

20 55. The system of claim 46, wherein said processor communicates with said

customer over a computer network.

56. The system of claim 54, wherein said processor communicates with said
customer over a computer network.

25
57. A system for facilitating the combined sale of international travel tickets
and duty free items to customers from a single source, comprising:

a first computer operated by a consumer and operatively connected to a

first device for transmitting data over a computer network; and

30 a second computer operated by a seller and operatively connected to a
second device for transmitting data over said computer network, said second
computer including a storage device storing a computer program and data

concerning a plurality of international travel tickets and a plurality of duty free
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to sell at a first predetermined price one of an international travel ticket
5 and a duty free item from the single source;
transmit to the first computer over said computer network an offer
to transfer the other of an international travel ticket and a duty free item at
one of no additional charge or a second predetermined price from the
single source, wherein a total of said first predetermined price and said
10 second predetermined price is less than the total of a price of said
international travel ticket if purchased from a third party and a price of said
duty free item if purchased from a different third party;
receive from the first computer over said computer network an offer
to purchase at said first predetermined price said at least one of an
15 international travel ticket and a duty free item;
receive from the first computer over said computer network an offer
to acquire the other of an international travel ticket and a duty free item;
transmit to the first computer over said computer network
acceptance of the offer to purchase said at least one of an international
20 travel ticket and a duty free item and to acquire the other of an
international travel ticket and a duty free item; and
receive from the first computer over said computer network
information concerning payment of said one of an international travel
ticket and a duty free item and for said other of an international travel
25 ticket and a duty free item if said other of an international travel ticket and

a duty free item is offered at said second predetermined price.

58.  The system of claim 57, wherein said processor in said second computer
is operative in response to said program to transmit to a customer over said
30 computer network an offer to sell one of at least one of a plurality of international

travel tickets and at least one of a plurality of duty free items.
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is operative in response to said program to transmit to said customer over said
computer network an offer to transfer to the customer the other of at least one of
a plurality of international travel tickets and at least one of a plurality of duty free

5 items.

60. The system of claim 59, wherein said processor in said second computer
is operative in response to said program to transmit to said customer over said
computer network an offer to transfer to said customer said other one of said

10 international travel ticket and said duty free item at no additional charge if said
first predetermined price of the one of said international travel ticket and a duty
free item selected for purchase by the customer exceeds a predetermined
amount and offering said other one of said international travel ticket and said
duty free item at said second predetermined price if said first predetermined

15 price of the one of said international travel ticket and a duty free item selected for

purchase by the customer is less than a predetermined amount.

61. The system of claim 60, wherein said processor in said second computer
is operative in response to said program to transmit to said customer over said

20 computer network an offer to transfer the other of at least one of a plurality of
international travel tickets and at least one of a plurality of duty free items at a
second predetermined price when the first predetermined price of the one of the
international travel ticket and a duty free item selected for purchase by the
customer is less than a predetermined amount and wherein said processor is

25  operative in response to said program to select the second predetermined price
based on the difference between the first predetermined price and the first

predetermined amount.

62. The system of claim 61, wherein said processor in said second computer
30 is operative in response to said program to select the second predetermined
price by increasing the second predetermined price as the amount by which said

first predetermined amount exceeds said first predetermined price increases.
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is operative in response to said program to receive from said first computer over

15 said computer network information concerning a credit card.

66. The system of claim 65, further comprising a third computer operatively
connected to a third device for transmitting data over said computer network,
said third computer having access to stored information concerning a plurality of

20  credit card accounts and to a program for processing credit card payments for
said plurality of credit card accounts, and wherein said processor in said second
computer is operative in response to said program in said second computer to
transmit to said third computer over said computer network information
concerning said credit card received from said first computer, to receive from

25  said third computer over a computer network acceptance of a credit card
transaction, and to transmit to said first computer over said computer network

acknowledgement of a completed credit card transaction.



