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Description
Front cover for a computer housing

The invention relatés to a front cover for a com-
puter housing according to the features of the preamble
to claim 1. ' '

The front of computer housings is usually covered
by a front panel made of plastic. This front panel has,
inter alia, recesses for the installation locations of
disk drives, as well as an immobilizing lock, pushbuttons
for switching on and off, indicator lamps, possibly an
LCD display element, and much more.

_ The increasing opportunities for the use of a
personal computer, particularly in the area of multimedia
applications, have produced a series of additional
components, and there is very often insufficient space
available on the front panel for their connection ele-
ments. In order to satisfy the respective customer
requirements with regard to these additional components
to a sufficient extent, as comprehensive an offer as
possible would essentially have to be provided. On the
other hand, for space reasons, preference would also have
to be given to fittihg equipment on an individual basis.
However, this would then inevitably require the front
panel to have a different layout depending on the equip-
ment of the personal computer, an extravagance which
cannot in itself be justified in view of the high tool
costs.

The present invention is therefore based on the
object of finding as éheap a solution as possible for the
problem indicated.

This object is achieved on the basis of a front
cover for a computer housing of the type mentioned in the
introduction by means of the features of claim 1.
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aid of the drawing.

The figure shows a perspective view of a front
panel 1 which can be fitted onto the front of a computer
housing (e.g. tower design) and has, in its upper region,
a rectangular recess for installing disk drives. These’
installation locations may possibly be protected against
unauthorized access by means of a sliding panel. In
addition, pushbuttons, indicator lamps and possibly an
LCD display element are incorporated in the front panel.
One of the two longitudinal edges of the front panel 1
has a function strip 2 integrally formed on it, which
function strip can be equipped optionally with a number
of application-specific accessory modules, such as smart-
card readers 3, plug con;xect:ions, connection sockets 4 or
the like. Instead of the connection sockets 4 for loud-
speakers, headphones or a microphone, an infrared
receiver may also be provided, for example, for the
remote control - of the personal computer working in
multimedia mode. An immobilizing lock 5, which is nor-
mally provided in the front panel 1, may also be accommo-
dated in the function strip 2. In order to cover the
individual components in the function strip 2, the
invention provides a multifunctional panel 6 which
extends in the manner of a cover and whose individual
shape is matched to the respectively chosen equipment in
the function strip 2. When adding or changing components
in the function strip 2, it is then only necessary to
replace the previously used multifunctional panel with a
new multifunctional panel adapted accordingly. The larger

front panel 1 can continue to be used without being
changed, however.
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to.a sufficient extent, as conprehensive an offer as 20 possible woul d

essentially have to be provided. On the ot her hand, for space reasons,
preference woul d al so have to be given to fitting equi pnent on an
i ndi vi dual basi s. However, this vaUI3d then inevitably require the front
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5 may be provided with a recess or a guide slot for

laterally guiding a sliding panel which can move in front
of the disk drives.
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Patent claims

1. A front cover for a computer housing of desktop
or tower design, using a front panel having a number of
installation locations for extermnally accessible disk
5 drives, characterized in that a function strip (2) is
provided on at least one side edge of the front panel
(1), in that this function strip (2) can be equipped
optionally with a number of application-specific acces-
sory modules, plug connections, connection sockets,
10 infrared receivers or the like, and in that a multifunc-
tional panel (6), matched to the respective equipment,
can be fitted onto this function strip (2).
2. The front cover as claimed in claim 1, charac-
terized in that the multifunctional panel (6) is
15 detachably mounted on the function strip by means of
latching elements.
3. The front cover as claimed in claim 1 or 2,
characterized in that the multifunctional panel (6) has,
on the inner face pointing toward the front panel, a
20 guide slot or a recess for a [lacunal, provided on the
front panel, for a sliding panel covering the front panel
(1) in the region of the disk drives.
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rent front panel fitted on it. Hence, the present invention is
based on the 5 object of specifying a front cover for a conputer

hou5|ng, whi ch front cover makes it possible to natch the front panel
to the vari assegaepnent of the conputer usi ng the sinplest neans
possi bl e. This object is achieved on the basis of a front 10
cover for a conputer housing of the type nentioned in the I ntroduction
by neans of Fhentccoversfof a|adémputer housing  Advant ageous devel opnents
of the invention are specified in subclains. The fol |l ow ng

teXt gives a nore detailed ex Iana- 15, tion of an_exenpl ary enbodi ment of
t he |nvent|on\Mtr1tﬂE invgpgigp @rovides @ front cover which, in

addition to a front panel (1), comprises an immediately
adjacent function strip (2) which can be equipped
optionally with a number of application-specific acces-
sory modules, plug connections, connection sockets,
infrared receivers or the like and can have a multi-
functional panel (6), matched to the respective equip-
ment, fitted onto it. '
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The figure shows a perspective view of a front panel 1 which can be

fitted onto the front of a conputer housing (e.g. tower design) and
has, in its upper region, 20 a rectangular recess for installing disk
drives. These “installation | ocations may possibly be protected agai nst
unaut hori zed access by nmeans of a sliding panel. In addi tion, :
pushbuttons, indicator |anps and possibly an LCD display elenent are
incorporated in the front panel. 25. One of the two |ongitudinal edges of
the front panel 1 has a function strip 2 integrally forned on it, which
function strip can be equi pped optionally w A2 nunber of
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speakers, headphones or a m crophone, an infrared recei- ver may al so

be.provi ded, for exanple, for the remote control of the persona
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Description

Front cover for a computer housing

The invention relates to a front cover for a com-

puter housing according to the features of the preamble
5 to claim 1.

The front of computer housings is usually covered
by a front panel made of plastic. This front panel has,
inter alia, recesses for the installation locations of
disk drives, as well as an immebilizing lock, pushbuttons -

10 for switching on and off, indicator lamps, possibly an
LCD display elemént, and much more.

The increasing opportunities for the use of a
personal computer, particularly'in the area of multimedia
applications, have produced a series of additional

15 components, and there is very often insufficient space
available on the front panel for their connection ele-
ments. In order to satisfy the respective customer
requirements with regard to these additional components
to a sufficient extent, as comprehensive an offer as

20 possible would essentially have to be provided. On the
other hand, for space réasons, preference would also have
to be given to fitting equipment on an individual basis.
However, this would then inevitably require the £ront
panel to have a different layout depending on the equip-

25 ment of the personal computer, an extravagance which
cannot in itself be justified in view of the high tool
costs.

US 5 327 683 A discloses a front cover for a
computer housing; this cover is designed as a front panel

30 in the form of a frame, and individual wall elements can
be releasably inserted into this front panel in the form
of a frame.

Furthermore, EP 687 970 A and EP 647 897 A
disclose computer housings having attachable £front

35 panels, the front '
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object of specifying a front cover for a computer
housing, which front cover makeg it possible to match the
front panel to the various equipment of the computer
using the simplest means possible.

This object is achieved on the basis of a front
cover for a computer housing of the type mentioned in the
introduction by ineans of the features of claim 1.
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Advantageous developments of the invention are

specified in subclaims.

The fdllowing text gives a more detailed explana-
tion of an exemplary embodiment of the invention with the
aid of the drawing.

The figure shows a perspective view of a fromnt
panel 1 which can be fitted onto the front of a computer
housing (e.g. tower design) and has, in its upper region,
a rectangular recess for installing disk drives. These
installation locations may possibly be protected against
unauthorized access by means of a sliding panel. In
addition, pushbuttons, indicator lamps and possibly an
LCD display element are incorporated in the front panel.
One of the two longitudinal edges of the front panel 1
has a function strip 2 integrally formed on it, which
function strip can be equipped optionally with a number
of application-specific accessory modules, such as smart-
card readers 3, plug connections, connection sockets 4 or
the like. Instead of the connection sockets 4 for loud-
speakers, headphones or a microphone, an infrared recei-
ver may also be provided, for example, for the remote
control of the personal computer working in multimedia
mode. An immobilizing lock 5, which is normally



ting toward.the front panel 1, the nultifunctional panel may be

pr ovi d(_ad,vm'th a recess or a guide slot for | ateral ly guiding a sliding
panel which can nove in front of the disk drives. GR 96 P
1244 GR 964 P 1244 Patent clains 3 -

provided in the front panel 1, may also be accommodated
in the function strip 2. In order to cover the individual
components in the function strip 2, the invention .pro-
vides a multifunctional panel 6 which extends in the
5 manner of a cover and whose individual shape is matched
to the respectively chosen equipment in the function
strip 2. When adding or changing components in the
function strip 2, it is then only necessary to replace
the previously used multifunctional panel with a new
10 multifunctional panel adapted accordingly. The larger
front panel 1 can continue to be used without being
changed, however.
Expediently, the multifunctional panel is
detachably mounted on the function strip by means of
15 latching elements. Furthermore, on its inner face poin-
ting toward the front panel 1, the multifunctional panel
may be provided with a recess or a guide slot for
lateré.lly guiding a sliding panel which can move in front
of the disk drives.
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1... A front cover for a conputer housing of desktop or tower design,

usi,ng a front panel having a nunber of I nstal | attonmrtoecati-ons for

external |y accessible disk 5 drives, characterized t a functlon
strip (2) isGR 96pPo%Rdded on at | east ong si de edge lmm ‘w‘”) "
with a

(1), in that this function strip (2) can be equipped:

nunber of apBatenti ohadmecific acces- sory nodul es, plug "corneéti ons,
connection sockets, 10 |nfrared receivers or the like, and in that a

mul tifunc- tlonal panel (6), matched to the reﬁg i ve equ ment ,

can be fittel-onto tAi STOREEeR 5%, § sgomputes housing, of dasktRR as

clainmed in cbgi gowerCdesign, using a front panel having a number of
' ingstallation locations for externally accessible disk
5 drives, characterized in that a function strip (2) is
provided on at least one side edge of the front panel
(1), in that this function strip (2) can be equipped
optionally with a number of application-specific acces-
sory modules, plug connections, connection sockets,
10 infrared receivers or the like, and in that a multifunc-
tional panel (6), matched to the’ respective equipment,
can be fitted onto this function strip (2).
2. The front cover as claimed in claim 1, charac-
terized in that the multifunctional panel (6) is
15 detachably mounted on the function strip by means of
latching elements. _
3. The front cover as claimed in claim 1 or 2,
characterized in that the multifunctional panel (6) has,
on the inner face pointing toward the front panel, a
20 guide slot or a recess for a [lacunal, provided on the
front panel, for a sliding panel covering the front panel
(1) in the region of the disk drives.



terized in that the nultifunctional panel (6) is 15 detachably nounted on
the function strip by nmeans of | at chi ng el enents. 3. The front
cover as clainmed in claim1 or 2, characterized in that the

mul tifuncti ol 9fafet2dd has, on the inner face pointing toward the

f r-ont panel,a$ %Q uide slot or a recess for a [lacuna], provided on the
front panel, (ot I di ng panel covering the front panel (1) in the
region of the disk drives.

Front cover for a computer housing

" The invention provides a front cover which, in
addition to a front panel (1), comprises an immediately
adjacent function strip (2) which can be equipped
optionally with a number of application-specific acces-
sory modules, plug connections, connection sockets,
infrared receivers or the like and can have a multi-
functional panel (6), matched to the respective equip-
ﬁent, fitted onto it.
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