WATERCRAFT W TH HULL VENTI LATI ON Abstract An
engi ne- powered watercraft includes three paralle
hulls, nanely a center hull with two or nore
transverse steps, and two smaller outer hulls or anmas
on either side of the center hull that are configured
to formtwo vent ducts on either side of the center
hul |, di sposed between the center hull sides and the
amas. The awyapprcRAFASWARH MeAL VERTSLATONI sposed
along the length of the watercraft and are confi gured
to enabl e high speed capability and to facilitate
pressurization of the vembstrdeticts. The pressurized
vent duct maxim zes ventilation of the running bottom
of the watercraft so as to inprove efficiency and to
reduce drag thereon. The pressurized vent duct
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of the running bottom which thereby results in
cdnaphoiliwith twheortman sresweeseateps) axgivbusdiatiat owerahills ior gmas on
the watercraft and in reducing the trimfor better
ciftiRakiae B 13 cefe Ol thht are configured to form two vent ducts on either side

of the center hull, disposed between the center hull sides and the amas. The amas,
steps and vent ducts are disposed along the length of the watercraft and are
configured to enable high speed capability and to facilitate pressurization of the vent
ducts. The pressurized vent duct maximizes ventilation of the running bottom of the
watercraft so as to improve efficiency and to reduce drag thereon. The pressurized
vent duct creates an area of lift at the widest, aft-most points of the running bottom,
which thereby results in improving the transverse and longitudinal stability of the

watercraft and in reducing the trim for better seakeeping.
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