)

2 greater than the length of the hole such that a free ninor edge of the
second section is threadable through the hole and capable of attaching to
the free minor edge of the first section. The first and second
packs of all of the packages described in the specification and shown in

t he dr aw nge 2@boMR7A- 2006/ 079799 are connected i n a JOIBYSHALSr
arrangenent by a separate joining blank or by a separate Jacobs Ladder
structure. To manufacture the pack&Qés, a separate joining blank is either
fixed to the first and second packs or the first and second packs are
positioned within, @oUBELECEWESBFEGRAMECPENEENBRpack contai ning
sections in a separate Jacobs Ladder structure. It woul d be

desi 1 abl e {9 PLOK) fienilr ORIRIO 8 coRBRB fostiTigurigeriass smesigakieactormect ed in
a Jacob's T'adder o

r stmlar arrangenent tha an actured in a
si npl ngesy. connected paﬁ&:S?Q‘if?fd“’t’%“%%aepé‘%%&?m@? &tsﬁ‘é’gﬁ %ﬁ?{on, there is

provi ded ayobEIsETTIOMsETRK patkagest Catnsising dwe PR wgnaectsd da '8 hi nged! v
connected packs. each | & bhHRILR Ofhes0KorTgmang i cl es,
mhere‘aﬂgﬁrr;"gﬂg%?f%‘élat ];?ggstif |%§&{§%ceﬁg§%fagf %Fér conpri ses: a first pack

havi nguch phtkages.wal | wi th opposed first and second edges and an i ntegral
connect or |ﬁ>ﬁn§ ndhad, WeLassaii7e799 dakrivesl 4 patkage compripingl fisbopnveesoend
conprising a first section .hinged L getenof ik wigk bhst wal |
and a%“é‘%@ﬁ‘é"éaé"&"?i?BECWf%gg‘Sbﬁ%?Eﬁagg@%j%éggg bgof thy[(fffii.rsi‘:j,l LI; and a
secong seampl chiga, itmgsegorid edge baing Parallel i Hp it 8PS} FHIUPeaR PSRN 8@%% and a
an integral %M@,%k%h e R REIRGTASAd bbonfiistrats wiidH are ifeshilie tfhe

conned OF Conpr i Si ng a first section. hi - d sedgggof the
first figabnd erend PEEEoWBCEEBCYY %ﬁ%ﬁ?%&*@a °§g§eﬂ_ g‘?‘ﬁ@ef ﬁ'rgtgftaéﬁggﬂg of thg first
val |, suhag ?iadfkstfﬁt% ddch sthemeitt the firsbédgeb of tha ey Eog secBRhRAck ARG [ARRCR r st
pack is affixed to{ Qg%efsi({f% HECLALRBhd Ak bdjader edchaminetiedrst@ndt he

S

dHgL2R° HI5a°F R d f f int first
ke lsavomuirapel eKloning: 59BN M5 IS A PR AR ahodt D At Gha Qbodl® | 11S

secon%d%&p knS@in fatist Beaplis nBheddgrs treffirstieaig iof the fiappek a5 Hinged @PPYt and
secon acks are | acent, an ined 4036 the s&dontvaligesofof t he
first BEeposRt iRy %g‘ﬁ%eca'i‘depaacgjaé&gg’ﬁt&a%nlﬁ! TRE o vl e Bl &"tng%egn%st and
secondngieimcand paged ot tha drsbprsssgihe sRTRRLRIF HIET MG METICSEONd packs
are hipg.%&a%eewéﬂb%t IOHE rbigaNS RaQHae beRlzentat tibest fiier st pebioB. BfseeMe f i r st
wal | s the tirst and second cks TN éddeGiddand a
secondopiier njvatich tHe fpTOEH PEHE® ‘ﬁ%@%%%g%?@? ﬁﬁ@aéﬁ%@%ﬁﬁé (%e the first
and segRNELdRRAKS whidh thelpamedpadnis rlatdseledyritoeiy 85t BRck FROY PP | s of
t he fie?rga'g& and second packs are spaced apart and the first walls of the
first second packs are subst Lal aopl a I 8laNehgs Tirst
and secondImwk@earﬁépﬂan\ﬁf%ﬁgoql%{&g{a?#?r egna‘e%garﬁ%tf%ggoagg@uﬁietﬁ% second
edges &hphagg fiist Shd WBdoha sofipst het ddnnedts Sediirsteandrrpepiscresky et K98 | ni ti al
position and a second. posi.ti | I seranshietgoRding atited sfrag st

wal | s WTich FRINAFSPE B SIRIE S %%téjhgﬂﬁég%kgggf%aggsﬁcentazjgbr.tld %Jhg lllt-né ro?%raﬁggfs of
the fidriita sesbha regiontrhavidinor ssecapdistiape Brdegiam g adioled KX § 17 art and the
first walls A s fugldnrdi R gedAE Aabnpie Hine Azingsaitist serohd AN EGRRCARRT .

thereon, the second section being a weakened section such that the first and second regions

rst and second sections being cut portions extending from respeclive

are separable, and the fi
| ends of the weakened section o the edge of the sheef.
In a further aspect, WO-A-2006/079799 describes another blank for forming the means

comprising first and second straps that connects the first and second packs of the package,

which comprises a single sheet of material having a first elongate- section in which there is an

slongate hole having major edges which are spaced apart and a second section aligned with
5 the hole and extending from a minor edge of the first section, the secend section having a

maximum width substantially equal or fess than the minimum width of the hole and a length




2a According to one enbodi nent of the invention there is provided a
container for snoking articles conprising at |east two hingedly connected
packs, each for housing a separate bundl e of snoking articles, wherein in
an initial position the container conprises: a first pack having a first
wal | wi th opposed first and second edges and an integral connector
extending across the first wall, theasintegral connector conprising a first
section hinged about the first e&ge of the first wall and a second section

hi nged &35 PehEe LaghRbthe byje sush thaha freg unpr ¢hge pf theyspgong section irdhisadeRlehavi ng a

first V\Ialllrbugﬂltﬁdhoﬁﬁﬁ@&@ﬁbltf d)fTaﬁichﬁfg(ﬂo He ﬁ‘@ﬂﬂm@ﬁ&@éofﬂlﬁlﬁirﬁ@edtxﬂﬁ egral connector
ector corrpr| Si ng a first

extendi ng acrposs th t wal_l i nt eg con

section hi ngf[erge gfﬁfdﬂg p?@i?é’ﬁﬁi“ %%Beepaﬁ]fag? Scl“f’?ds‘f‘ Peeifigaipnand HeERd

secti onih it}mg:ealmagmftwoheztﬂowmm@dge cOinetth® if & ma:bbs\/\addlder ahagaiet: bhe first
section of n r connector of t ack i xed to the
first s8I Olmfngtoﬁgk ti}'@ggF%ﬁrat% ﬂ]?ésc[tagﬁl?er&tfm (}I} ¢ KiPEthe second
section scp‘aratehemmgtbezgk al eitharfrxeaktcouhe Gifst drideseddnd mckpamlhe ﬁst afdf deded phakst he
second cti f tegra oL of he second .nack so that the
first eé%e‘gsosﬁfmtﬁ H"é‘ | S s S%H ? 'ﬁ‘%ﬂ 3Tt "8“"%‘816‘ SRR & arht%dj acent
and t he Jwebdrddesdigesrof the first walls of the first and second packs are

adj acent . rgsgglg] t S |." denot es
that the connewcotm(gl;IE)Igél1 tﬁ{e6 fr(ls‘Jr?%t 0\%&1 nglj %Q% %t&?%r%&fe crlé%?&ngl%’r second
packs oflacebptadioner smils emmatirent thet qan be manKEisturasiin eslelpmvawed froma single

pi ece of mat aciRding {oocgneeiéﬁézpl)?the Iﬁ%grb%e%iﬁeprm&ﬁl% contamer for oy F St and
second packs of contalners according to one enbodi nent of the iInvéntion

are hi ngdislst eomreipige pileast yodingedn semmesicdamnskit cach frhpysing asdppeaie bndletod £ r st

wal I's ofkmbitigy driidl&! wiRAGHKin%A Gnitid) PoSEEARTcRAGEr RBIWREMN fli@alihabingh fR@si tion
and a sec? p05|t|on In the initial position the first edges of the

first waell Grorpesed firs aqd serepdsedgesrmd ﬁadwggr%lrfem&aﬁoaeemdmgﬁer%@e distond
edges Ofwallfife ihiegi@l condclop c@[ﬁpntsiﬁg affirdt Sécﬂ&ﬂlﬁinéeﬂ@@diﬂth@@ﬁdﬂ sdg@loethadiraGaenmt . 1 n

t he secon 05|t|on§3€‘,Sk rst ede@g hl&éjlrs IIs of the first and
second C%I'rdéecé‘(‘ﬁl 8 8W&hetsr‘? &l Va5t ﬁeseqqngigfc YP&2 of t he
first alﬁd;t salt ot opmksﬁrar@dsmﬁ@ddmmdta dihiatefrar Shnqese kxtatithst @ssmeond pack

of cont 's?x% (fC

n the inve on _ar eable relative to
one another atbout“%?he Ogréef%ﬁﬁo%ws% tﬁmtﬁ%cnof‘%%ff%ﬁ}‘ﬁ@gﬁet“? eéi‘?lfti’f and
second [t ksl bed weennd b’ﬁetwmhmfgesll abpwsth¢ ion edgadhf ahet firstr wlalp odieteinothe fksn 3 t he
third p L.edges. ; . S d second
packe orubd 8t M S EOM G Re Risy WIS i i Wl BPlectfiCor il e, 22C 20
second pawketoraf de serandphck prad the second sectionref tha ént¢andl cprakctgron itttei fost padkas f i r st
wel I's of it fifiofile sé&n@e@tl@%@%%pgakcamemr RahALL ﬁ 8&;390 &&Hﬂé@gtseggg N the

second and third positions the Tirst walls of t Irst an nd packs

are subBrednt N’aﬂﬁl of thedjsst apchsecond packs arcpdiscqnt prskthgygedad siggs phibe Sstwalld opack of

cont ai Nfk FirsR GRS Back@ar@ﬁﬂ}&@ht%ﬂ‘ﬂé figkk whiltV? s mﬁfsecafla E&k@ﬁ}\é ahbhipgeously
hi ngedly connected I n a_Jacob | adder arrangenent e affixed first

sect i onddPROEhHSVISF @?%Hrsk%iogﬁﬂmg&%k? aringpat erfélaPYFttE@P“éFn"@@ﬁ?’@é*t@? s. Since
the fir st e Fakand Me&frﬁ aﬁ@wa@ﬁit;ﬁ@ks BYiwedt (B Akl fooiRRe&IdQsSoond

cont ai ner s, accv@dﬂ@g g ngnts t he mvgntl on can adyant ageously be
formed PEOIORALWEF glfﬁEﬁ g5% oot dst ‘géheoff‘rs &epaq packsAte pdiseni 2Bk ages
desc ][ i bed séd&nd/\gﬂgés aﬂﬁﬁfﬁ&? svfmeof thénifisst aﬂ&a&:ﬂqgﬂ&&lre}/smeﬂnbm hiRISthé st

manuf act ur e of . cont ers, accordin t|on

s or et 20 e RCB et Pt SR MRkl RERE B e BRACERH of ¢ he
first ppeks fra lhmg@bleceimtpzlemsene avothld abdutstee tdcam eldgemgﬁdxeabﬂlﬁaﬂﬁ betht ifisst  edge
of the r G econ ther c ri.ses a
third sgeﬂgts?%)ﬁ %élrfs Be)e B?he l%ﬁﬁé’ei}@%‘ong%ﬁ% P kl|m?s © are s g? e second
pack, athdftShUalismfﬂd ﬁsse@mdsewndﬁ)a&haelade@ﬂﬂmd’um&gemfthﬁﬁrshmmpfm pack is -
af fi xed t n econd pack. -
Prefera IILSpaﬁd C&nge%gﬁgl%:gedg%ﬁo m(-)tfa!Hg ﬂg’ {ilﬁ‘tggevgdrsa on%{eg{d &EO@%%I%@ ‘lg)rst pack
is di sp%@@ﬁltlb@tmb\nart he first section and the third section of the
integral connector of the first pack, and the second section of the

i ntegral connector of the second pack is disposed between the first
section and the third section of the integral connector of the second
pack. Preferably, the first, second and, if present, third sections
of the integral connectors of the first pack and the second pack of
containers according to the invention are detachably connected to one
another in the initial position. Mire preferably, the sections of the

integral connectors are detachably connected to one another along |lines of
weakness in the initial position. Mst preferably, the sections of the



4 | f desired, containers according to enbodinents of the invention
may conprise first and second packs having integral connectors conprising
nore than three sections. For exanple, containers according to enbodi nments
of the invention may conprise first and second packs havi ng integral
connectors further conprising a fourth section, a fourth section and a
fifth section, or a fourth section, ; fifth section and a sixth secti on.
The further sections nay be arr ed simlarly to . either. the fi t section
or the secondw§%@?5@ﬁm%PmV%@“T¢ﬁ{§%%W“@%%W@Ef QViged 2 cRtaiper Tan SMORE s 0 c ond
packs. Wigle cd?ﬂi;ﬁ‘ﬁﬁgl f, Iee_fsowotmngamgl cGinsitdd Selet baeh ﬁr@buﬁﬂg& Sepﬁraegbxaidleoﬁn nectors
of the first an ﬁ cks of coqéaln ts_ accardin ) nQ%d| nts of
the i nvERPRRATHEeS. hetsn ) IVﬁﬂﬁﬂag%l ST The PR & é?d%zlkﬁe r st

wal | s ofwatl hethf oplpsded d@ind ankeeod gigekadan itthgalr@spent extendigconss thedirstons of
the inte ctor theraof. Wh n i.f t he

i nt egr aI athehlélga onn §0tr RTprising a ﬁrstg %org ﬁlﬁ%ﬂ% aBOLk fthe f]}g e?ﬁ%&%}h%gi?% walécor di ng

t 0 enbodidesscendoctioh @ngmmmtm tMSeaqmd epgeedfelneafb’sw&ﬂs agecseednd packttaengane edges
of the f|r first
and thi r g’élcl:\tl\?ié nép Og)efi i %gmli énec%l(f} rea gg‘:ﬁ%g@t ?chgt g?i%g elﬁ%né gé&g?%fﬁgs’?abl Y,

t he opposdhé integtal eondecte comgrivniye Srsofectidneinged ghoupe [second edge of thedistpack and
the oppQgg q?]f{ én %F&ndg%oﬁ ﬁl?\:lgé?ldab&qg%sﬁr& cdg R tﬁe' ffrs%twawaxlvﬂere@x{ il Rt REGRANE pack

are longitu erably, the opposed first and second
edges aﬂ@lm@ﬁyﬂwmuﬁﬁapf¢@ﬁ3¥3%$1%@§§§t®ﬂwﬁ#%Sﬁﬁekgfﬂwlﬂmg“IEH@E%W“ﬁoth of

the firsfe LRGKp@RGAnd dﬂ@se%&s‘@ga&m%%e HicoRd BEAEAGH T HRGHP [JEBanafﬁibdmedl ment s
of the invention may be a slide and shell ack co r shel

risin n

and an 98¢ seeton@bthiinigerah conpgcter pf e segrrd pac ?satP@rt gﬂp ?t\ff@ge?g%tﬁ f“ﬁt §i tion,
one or RPY figk atdRcdnl padks BRCGHKjaBME arldtBe SEEANG R AE the st ©@N i tReefust aagcor di ng
to an aspect of the invention may be a hinge-lid pack conprising a | ower
box por 78R RS B5AYA5%r 1id portion hinged to the | ower box portion.
Where the fi metougacknhd ﬁaeﬁﬁ&dﬂbﬂ&eaﬂﬂl ‘Shredrdl” naﬁies thiahthe cotinegérand dorfitect or of

the first_pack. i re fer f sub St a tial me dimensions.as the
first wiefle gf’ achy ﬂ% e an 4% %m? C% E\E R %/Oé&?%%’ t@e%%%%““barék"| ®da sl de
and sheﬁbm@aﬂ@b;mheohﬁﬁﬁgl&hammmﬁeﬁbmﬁhnﬁmmbbmsecond pack is preferably of
substantial |y, t nme dlnen t.h t pack.
Where the fi ?fl‘gef slec;son% |k?1 og c{?ltag%rs 4C Oi‘él ghl.% on\lé]\%lnbo rFent(t; gﬁ%lgcqlg@gg f the
first packhingsabbr efaaveailoloyle arﬁoﬂm Blgunihe rﬁes!t b@gei plcthg ‘émaWdiSrTé thei e packsanthe | ower
box por ttﬁeosEco% pzic'ﬂ%ettwjeé St}’l %ﬁl ](:)ﬁ%{tloﬁ Elgi eII gl’?{sozlg f&% Inslhg}ull@ar l:u(ysmo%‘?erfﬁstt he

second pac hi'nge- nnector of the second pack
i s pref edged bgfth@firsswﬂb tofiHe ;ﬁwt pyd seepad sagleare adiegen 4 e secopdalepsaiigie fissx

portion T_l&tklﬁe firkt a?ih sé’(\ﬁllci peks AdGRERONAND &L posmon the Bfs€dagEAltkne firdthe first

pack an e second pack of contalners according to enbodinents of the

i nventi o\ﬁllwféh%@mné pecered rasks aspusiidcens gedde &ﬁcor@dadaesmf H'@érfit palspidhedinst) ¢ wil |
be appr grd ab&H padkQWR\piced ARl THROM:GIaDEM tl@csﬁéﬂhﬂl bﬂﬂ of ébntah@rsla&\éﬁﬂﬁg @n nmay
conprise a first pack and a second pack pr er pes of
openlngﬂ&ﬁﬂ“@?%ﬁ?ﬁ@“ﬁ@%ﬁﬁmeFﬂ?”%%&ﬁﬁ@@mmFﬁ'm? §?mﬁ @%ﬁﬁﬁ§mb m@”ﬂ nge-lid
pack andr ihb @rss HRARRENPRls BERYeeh Brednitd] pet@ioaned SMhel bosaekin - S I n one
preferred enbodi nent of the invention, the first pack and the second pack
are both slide and shell packs and the outer shell of the first pack and
the integral connector of the first pack are forned froma first blank and
the outer shell of the second pack and the integral connector of the
second pack are fornmed froma second bl ank. I n anot her preferred
enbodi nent of the invention, the first pack and the second pack are both
hi nge-1id packs and the first pack and the integral connector of the first
pack are formed froma first blank and the second pack and the integral
connector of the second pack are forned froma second bl ank.




Where both the first pack and the second pack of containers according to
enbodi nents of the invention are hinge-lid packs, the first pack may have
a hinge-lid pivotable about a hinge |ine extending across the first wall

of the first pack and the second pack may have a hinge-lid pivotabl e about
a hinge line extending across the first wall of the second pack. In
alternative enbodi nents of the invengion, the fn-st pack may have a

hi nge-1id pivotabl e about a hinge line extending across a second wal |l of
t hekf i 1 $fe tRAGHositibthe 'se‘éoﬂ@l%ﬂ@és |oﬁ{he ﬁﬁdwﬁl&ﬂﬂﬂ@?ﬁ% end el | |p|£c$[§ ar\g@dijhceﬂtf aﬁﬂ he fi : rst
pack ang t a ve i nge- i iV e about a hinge line
extendrﬂ&fg%F%§ 1§g%@§6ﬁﬂsﬁé??E%Vm?ﬁgmgg?gﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%fgﬂﬁg is parallel and
opposed to t hethé initist poaiibn theﬁrst hellsséﬁwrfdstpatkcond packs arc Ppgfle pabdpposed he fir st
secti on,, FRGANG.REGH ffkd A VAR of 8 Girsk ASseQhd bAkRs i b@RLALang ONNect or
of the first pack are ad ere o t e first section, second section and any
furtherC@%%@ions of the integral connector of the second pack,

(r]I es l|r;|ect i vel ther\ﬁItsrpacrE &1d tﬁ@(seemﬂde:acmmcomhérs &fdb‘lﬁﬁfg V(Eemiﬁﬁﬂﬁeaﬁéof adheishve or

oubl e sji S i i
vari ety o?ﬁbgtaﬁ gﬁ \Serri/?{r%m s Comecyeg B 4 Jacf)ws : ékk?o af gg tngit & r rae&g:lgl Xoeﬁgim
sectronSﬁbmmUhéﬂwnﬁ@qﬂaﬁmmbﬁnemﬁef§moﬁw oftactsts. dhm£§btﬁﬁﬁmﬁa€%§dto one

?nOE her ,guche @éytne&&rby%@gmlcemeaa@ i%oﬁ\ﬁﬂeljsk Q&Qrd% @@?rﬁrﬁ,aﬁeﬁe loBthe ltfmgﬁieﬁl c
as eners or mati n OoCKe ena eners
Cont ai né’i“‘sadé{%r&?ﬁ"disgfd’et W&rﬁ@ %r’é ‘gfmg? OF PfReT] Pﬁ\?@rﬂfrngf‘ﬁ‘%f‘g?’e%ﬁlﬂ? SFag8r t her

conpri sdescitied it IWORAFPHAGIGTOVED. hi\ad chdtagesisls biaipdiBest the ot and hsstrhidy f i r st
and secgnc Bﬁﬁﬁﬁfuiﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁﬁhﬁ%ﬁha' position to the second position and from

the initral posi Ird position, such that a positive force
nust be appl fred prsfereed cavadiment of ghe invgrsioph e finteesel songrcioe ot tracRaskr el at i ve

E ﬁ one ?ﬁ@llm%rn ﬁ{e@ mﬂ{l{a%edtuﬁh hjtn%éd ADORithd M dife ﬁi&dﬁemd)fﬁe%a ipgdk, @8d from
einitia sitjon to.the osr ion i,re

accor di Ag° ‘i“b&@ﬁ%‘& TR LY thrf%“r?r@&?ﬁe BRPURS 5% 8%’1%#%%‘%% eér)' 8ﬁ{hﬁeans

whi ch ps@undjmsk angths itird vectibooitthe integtal emgesor obthe ihpachfs affived tq thethirpack and
the sec g‘r.g:gorp(éq‘glll(et h &@lrc%?negtgleof{ﬂ%' sEr%oﬂh p:ﬂ:ﬁ%s !Plle'fé?e%iy the second Se@fon®X ﬁgﬂltggralt he

first p e second contai ners "according to enbodinents of
the i nvEYRNEGRr gfeihe Hot Perkéaéermsyd CeRacthe dint feqting apg ﬂreu third setion poteby t he
r el easabli®rs ogAGRFRI the Gitst f)ack,sdnd tietsedohd guamsmﬁrﬁe ipegyli cdedconoftiesefdnd st pack
and secan ent rovrded n.gt Seco ck.. The

retenti B%Qﬁ%g‘ﬁ s dn%t‘ﬁ?g lrogtmelcrrﬁl I"on rrseeg[hoél '%‘Ehe e A comeec%’ﬁ Oﬂehﬁr tabl e
known meggnet pack.f ast ener s, mechanr cal fasteners, adhesr ve fasteners or

conbi nat i ons pfRefh8Ofhe fird sEBhd ST Bl eSont, (AR bitosd ofr'cl?etﬁt@érhlcbﬁnﬂ%'@t@ﬂ%fﬁi@d the
second retention neans % qc%) yrse ong or nmare

rel ea L
pr essur &s5pick pbde proeid BigInERs AeFording 1 fhelavenign are (?% %’We‘i"gne(ﬁred ot her
mat i ng B &g ahdthdr ) thaiitiab paiieh. Moenmtfemhblyythe sekémib efibe fitegral connedBonamai ner s
di
aCor ot ol UBRUIPN! Lo ol S0 G RACOTBE 9t 0,00 B8, |
for exanysfezabbi, @]@rseqtmssof the jBteralsCORRASIPES RIS e%@hahlx ¢onpaspd d¢ g&raeethesﬂmg

ci gar et {iRS of fdrfoHiSndth tHR i1 pdsitiomal snoki ng systems (for exanple cigarettes

of the type disclosed i ars or.. Ci arrII

Pr ef erablys gb Fﬁ%@fg?g%?tﬂ‘gﬁec?‘ép@éﬁ ?gneoa[notlhﬁ ?‘ﬁ\%erﬁftgﬂgeéorrprr se
two or Mesd@bmmlgéswfmmmmofpbmmwnéacmnd packshipars tha gnitel sesgamad thebundl e
of ci gage%gr%cﬁfofsmon or frmI fﬁre%gﬁ @ngalparﬁrp Eﬂiﬁtﬁs1ﬁ§&9'r&ﬁecﬁtrel} faeaarerrﬁra%gns

t her eof second pack contai ners according to
enbodi nﬁﬁ?@@s@fﬂleh’@egfﬂ\ﬁéﬂleﬁ% ofriy 5 2prburuacs domglisecadpsichns 0Bﬁlﬁdl es of
di f rl‘( ere gﬁegﬁﬂ' e&m&&o@f)f 6 GRf ﬁidtseéi)nd plcker wakre goebem, Ginging o thd ifikst @iy sebdn@ f i |h rst
pack an ec nd pac rs.acc t he

i nvent i 8% el % oS aﬁ"tg?i Om ous%aqg e’snécr'na pah Sec(glideD gsig T Ordﬂoénr e etnelgsga‘lof

differ emSltdmmeﬁns rrondsm@ﬁmai@ﬂamheethe @hlgieﬂeetouetsf thﬁfm@rgrﬁlf cerleqqtorSI o thgtthstor

di fferepty GLERUBERTFRC Bk secbl® ebiohh oParknBRd dohRcRRCAN ﬁ@gknd(%fec&ignt ai ners
according_ to enbodi nents of the invention may, for exanple, be designed to
house sB¥it-ate bundles of different nunbers of short (between about 70 nm
and about 75 mmin length), regular size (about 80mmin |length), king size
(about 84 mMmin length), super-king size, slim super-slimor w de
cigarettes. Through an appropriate choice of the dirmensions of the
first pack and the second pack thereof, containers according to

enbodi nents of the invention may al so be designed to hold different total
nunbers of snoking articles. For exanple, containers for cigarettes
according to enbodi ments of the invention may conprise a first pack and a
second pack for housing, in conmbination, a total of twenty or twenty-one




The I ength, width and depth of the first pack and the second pack of
contai ners according to enbodi nents of the invention may be such that,
when in the iniitial position, the resultant overall dinmensions of the
containers are simlar to, or substantially the sane as, the di nensions of
a conventional disposable pack of snoking articles. For exanple, the
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The first pack and the second pack of containers according to embodi ments
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Where both the first pack and the second pack of containers according to embodiments of
the invention are hinge-lid packs, the first pack may have a hinge-lid pivotable about a hinge line
extending across the first wall of the first pack and the second pack may have a hinge-lid
pivotable about a hinge line extending across the first wall of the second pack.

In alternative embodiments of the invention, the first pack may have a hinge-lid pivotable
about a hinge line extending across a second wall of the first pack that is parallel and opposed to
the first wall of the first pack and the second pack may have a hinge-lid pivotable about a hinge
line extending across a second wall of the second pack that is parallel and opposed to the first
wall of the second pack.

Preferably, the first section, second section and any further sections of the integral
connector of the first pack are adhered to the first section, second section and any further sections
of the integral connector of the second pack, respectively, with, for example, hot melt adbesive,
contact adhesive or double sided adhesive tape. However, it will be appreciated that, a variety of
other known means may be employed to affix corresponding sections of the integral connectors
of the first and second packs to one another such as, for example, hook and loop type fasteners,
magpetic fasteners or mating plug (male) and socket (female) type fasteners.

Containers according to embodiments of the invention preferably further comprise
retention means to provide resistance to movement of the first and second packs from the initial
position to the second position and from the initial position to the third position, such that a
positive force must be applied by a consumer to hinge the first and second packs relative to one
another from the initial position to the second position and from the initial position to the third
position. If desired, containers according to embodiments of the invention may comprise
retention means which provides a positive force that urges movement of the first pack and the
second pack towards the initial position.

For example, the first pack and the second pack of containers according to embodiments
of the invention may be releasably connected in the initial position by the releasable engagement
of first retention means provided on the first pack and second retention means provided on the
second pack. The first retention means and the second retention means may comprise any
suitable known magnetic fasteners, mechanical fasteners, adhesive fasteners or combinations
thereof.



Cont ai ners according to enbodi nents of the invention nmay conprise
connectors having one or nore wi ndows or cut-outs provided therein. In
preferred enbodi nents, the one or nore w ndows or cut-outs interact or
cooperate with inmages provided on the first walls of the first packs,
second packs or first and second packs of the containers to generate
further images. The invention will be further described, by way of exanple
only, with reference to the acconpanying drawings in which: Figure |a
shows aFeesimilnér fast comtpmeeans and the sesendd BN MSARS T5Y COMRIISE AVENET®H, whi ch
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shown i Bonkigts Rcordiflg @rehbbdifments of the invention comprise two or more hingedly connected
packs, each for housing a separate bundle of cigarettes.
Through an appropriate choice of the dimensions thereof, the first pack and the second
pack of containers according to embodiments of the invention may be designed to house separate
bundles of different numbers of cigarettes. Alternatively or in addition, the first pack and the
second pack of containers according to embodiments of the invention may be designed to house
separate bundles of cigareties of different dimensions (for example, cigarettes of different length
or different circumference). The first pack and the second pack of containers according to
embodiments of the invention may, for example, be designed to house separate bundles of
different numbers of short (between about 70 mm and about 75 mm in length), regular size (about
80mm in length), king size (about 84 mm in length), super-king size, slim, super-siim or wide
cigarettes. '
Through an appropriate choice of the dimensions of the first pack and the second pack
thereof, containers according to embodiments of the invention may also be designed to hold
different total numbers of smoking articles. For example, containers for cigarettcs according to
embodiments of the invention may comprise a first pack and a second pack for housing, in
combination, a total of twenty or twenty-one regular size cigareties. Alternatively, containers for
cigarettes according to embodiments of the invention may comprise a first pack and a second
pack for housing, in combination, a total of seventeen or eighteen wide cigarettes.
The length, width and depth of the first pack and the second pack of containers according
to embodiments of the invention may be such that, when in the initial position, the resultant
overall dimensions of the containers are similar to, or substantially the same as, the dimensions of
a conventional disposable pack of smoking articles. For example, the length, width and depth of
the first pack and the second pack may be such that, in the initial or first position, the resultant
overall dimensions of the container are similar to the dimensions of a conventional disposable
hinge-lid pack of twenty cigarettes.
Containers according to embodiments of the invention may advantageously comprise first
packs and second packs for housing separate bundles of smoking articles of different types. A
wide variety of different types of cigarettes are produced and sold. For example, different types of

tobacco having unique characteristic tastes and aromas, such as Burley, Oriental and Virginia



Figure 3 shows the inner surface of a blank for formng the inner shell of
the first slide and shell pack and the inner shell of the second slide and
shel | pack of the container shown in Figures la and | b; Figure 4a shows
the inner surface of a first blank for formng a first hinge-lid pack of a
cont ai ner according to a second enbodi rent of the invention, which

conpri ses two hingedly connected hinge-lid packs; and Figure 4b shows the
i nner surface of a second blank for form ng a second hinge-lid pack of the
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rectangular, square, angulr;r “pentagonal, hexagonal, D-shaped, semi-circular or semi-oval in

cross-section.

Preferably, the first pack and the second pack of containers according to embodiments of
the invention are substantially parallelepipedal. More preferably, the first pack and the second
pack of containers according to embodiments of the invention are substantially cuboid.

The first pack and the second pack of containers according to embodiments of the
invention may have one or more right-angled longitudinal edges, one or more righi-angled
transverse edges, one or more rounded longitudinal edges, one or more rounded transverse edges,
one or more bevelled longitudinal edges, one or more bevelled transverse edges or any suitable
combination thereof. 7

Preferably, the first pack and the second pack of containers according to embodiments of
the invention are of substantially the same shape. The dimensions of the first pack and the second
pack of containers according to embodiments of the invention may be the same or different.
Preferably, the first pack and the second pack of containers according to embodiments of the
invention are of different dimensions. More preferably, the first pack and the second pack of
containers according to embodiments of the invention are of substantially the same length and
width, but of different depth.

Preferably, the first wall of the first pack and the first wall of the second pack of
containers according to embodiments of the invention are of substantially the same dimensions.

Preferably, the first wall of the first pack and the first wall of the second pack are major
walls of the packs. Preferably, the first wall of the first pack is a front wall or a rear wall of the
first pack. Preferably, the first wall of the second pack is a front wall or a rear wall of the second
pack.

The first pack and the second pack of containers according to embodiments of the
invention are preferably formed from one or more folded laminar blanks, more preferably from

one or more



An elongate blank 10 for formng the outer shell 3 of the first pack 2 is
shown in Figure 2a. The blank 10 conprises a rear wall panel 11, a left
side wall panel 12, a front wall panel 13 and a right side wall panel 14
which are separated fromone another in the longitudinal direction of t he
blank 10 by vertical fold fines (shown by dashed lines in Figure 2a). A
pair of rear wall flaps 15 are connected to the upper and | ower edges of
the rear wall 11 al ong horizontal gfd lines and a right side wall flap 16
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section pgtas, second packs or first and second packs of the containers to generate further images.
The invention will be further described, by way of example only, with reference to the

accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1a shows a container according to a first embodiment of the invention, which
comprises two hingedly connected slide and shell packs, in a position between the initial position
and the third position;

Figure 1b shows the container of Figure laina position between the initial position and
the second position;

Figure 2a shows the inner surface of a first blank for forming the outer shell and integral
connector of the first slide and shell pack of the container shown in Figures 1a and 1b;

Figure 2b shows the inner surface of a second blank for forming the outer shell and
integral connector of the second slide and shell pack of the container shown in Figures la and 1b;

Figure 3 shows the inner surface of a blank for forming the inner shell of the first slide
and shell pack and the inner shell of the second slide and shell pack of the container shown in
Figures 1a and 1b;

Figure 4a shows the inner surface of a first blank for forming a first hinge-lid pack of a
container according to a second embodiment of the invention, which comprises two hingedly
connected hinge-lid packs; and

Figure 4b shows the inner surface of a second blank for forming a second hinge-lid pack

of the container according to the second embodiment of the invention.
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30 shown i fpEFiahi&iRer2dbeoridng to the first embodiment of the invention shown in Figures 1a

and 1b comprises two hingedly connected cuboid slide and shell packs. The container
comprises a first pack 2 having an oufer shell 3 and an inner slide 4 within the outer shell 3 and
a second pack 5 having an outer shell 6 and an inner siide 7 within the outer sheli 6, which are
connected in a Jacob's ladder arrangement.
An elongate blank 10 for forming the outer shell 3 of the first pack 2 is shown in Figure
2a. The blank 10 comprises & rear wall panel 11, a ieft side wall panel 12, a front wall panel 13
and a right side wall panel 14, which are separated from one another in the iongitudinal
direction of the blank 10 by vertical foid fines (shown by dashed iines in Figure 2a). A pair of
rear wall flaps 15 are connected to the upper and lower edges of the rear wall 11 along
horizontal fold lines and a right side wall flap 16 is connected to the side of the rear wall pansl
11 along a verfical fold jine. As shown in Figure 2a, the blank 10 aiso includes an integral

~connector panel 17 comprising first and third sections 15, which are connected o the right side

wall panel 14 along vertical fold lines, and a second section 19 disposed between the first and
third sections 18, which is detachably sonnected to the first and third sections 18 along
horizental jines of perforations (shown by dashed and dotted lines in Figure 2a). A left side wall
fiap 20 is connected fo the second section 19 of the integral connector panel 17 along a vertical
fold line.

An elongate blank 30 for forming the outer shell 6 of the second pack 5 is shown in
Figure 2b, The blank 30 for forming the outer shell 6 of the second pack 5 is of largely similar
construction to the blank 10 for forming the outer shell 3 of the first pack 2 and comprises a rear
wall panel 31, a right side wall panel 34, a front wall pane! 33 and a left side wall panel 32,
which are separated from one another in the jongitudinal direction of the blank 30 by vertical
foid lines. A pair of rear wall flaps 35 are connecied to the upper and lower edges of the rear
wall panel 31 along horizontal fold lines and a left side wall flap 40 is connectad to the side of
the rear wall panel 31 along a vertical fold line. Like the blank 10 for forming the outer sheli 3 of
the first pack 2, the biank 30 for forming the outer shell & of the second pack 5 also includes an
integral connector panel 37 comprising first and third sections 38 and a second section 39



horizontal fold lines. The left Side wail flap 40 rear mall panel 31,

right side wall panel 34, front wall panel 33, left side wall panel 32,

i ntegral connector panel 37 and right side wall flap 36 are fol ded through
90 degrees about the vertical fold lines and the outer surface of the left
side wal | {oapechssks adhered to the inner surface of poEmzakberside wal l
panel 32. The inner surface of the right side wall flap 36 is affixed to

t he outer surface of the right sidel@all panel 34 so that in the erected
outer shell 6, the first 38, second 39 and third sections 38 of the
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across the rear wall panel 31.
¥ desired, the inwardly folded rear wall flaps 15, 35 may be affixed to the inner surface of
the rear wall panels 11, 31 of the blanks 10, 30 during eraction of the outer shells 3, 6 of the first
pack 2 and the second pack 5.
To connect the erected outer shell 3 of the first pack 2 and the erected outer shell 6 of
the second pack 5, the outer surfaces of the first section 18, second section 19 and third section
} 1B of the integral connector 17 of the first pack 2 are affixed to the outer surfaces of the first
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5 The bundles of smoking articies in the inner slides 4, 7 of the first pack 2 and the second pack 5

advantagecusly improve the stability of the container.



slide and shell "pack 2 and the second slide and shell pack 5 of the
cont ai ner according to the first enbodi nent of the invention shown in
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cont ai ner accor to the second embodi ment of the invention is connected
to a left side mell panel 72 along a vertical fold |ine and detachably
connected to a right side wall flap 76 along a vertical |ine of
perforations and the first and third sections 78 of the integral connector
panel 77 of the blank 70 are connected to the right side wall flap 76

al ong vertical fold fines and detachably connected to the left side wall
panel 72 along vertical lines of perforations. During erection of the



. ( nge-1id pack the out
ths first section 58, second section 59 and thPrd section gg irrzﬁges °
;Erfgral connector 57 of the first hinge-lid pack are affixed to the outer
aces of the first section 78, second section 79 and third section 78

respecti veLysp09hisksie i ntegral connector 77 of the s 0SIgPR76b |
_ : e cErTiB o sige sk
as previ ous?{y escri bed above. In the initial connected positi onI ((jng?Ck’

shown), the rear wall of the first-18i-n [ i
, : st-1Bi-nge-1id pack is parallel a
to the rear wall of the second hinge-lid pack. The coP\nect ed hi zge?ﬂogsed

packs, ar,e NNGSABLS fELEGY VEr (hOBRNRNS, roishoROMIFiges doary duaermet cdges
and t bietachaplysionnestas o e P Seclions 58 48 ta\'ﬂglﬂlxeg@x@e? eckail BOSHldr b RRgrapecond
2009/ Q&%@&ZP ﬁﬁeﬂs&%@ﬂ%&@ﬁiﬁﬁomm lines of perforations. Instead the second sections 59,
79 of the integral connector panels 57, 77 of the blanks 50, 70 are sepaka&éd from the first
sections 58; 78 and the third sections 8, 78 of the integral connector panels 57,77 by cut lines.
As shiown in Figure 4a, the first and third sections 58 of the integral connector panet b7
of the blank 50 for forming the first hinge-iid pack of the container according to the second
embodiment of the invention are connected fc a right side wall panel 54 along vertical fold lines
and defachably connected fo a left side wall flap 60 along ‘vertical lines of perforations and the
second section 59 of the integral connector panel 57 of the blank 50 is connected to the left side
wall flap 60 along a vertical fold line and detachably connected to the right side wall panel 54
along a vertical line of perforations. During erection of the first hinge-lid pack from the blank 50
shown in Figure 4a, the inner surface of the 16t side wall flap 60 is affixed to the outer surface of
a left side wall panel 52 so that in the erected hinge-id pack, the first 58, second 59 and third
sections 58 of the Integral connector panel 57 averlie and extend across the rear wall 51 of the

pox poriion of the hinge-iid pack.

As shown in Figure 4b, the second section 79 of the infegral connector panel 77 of the
nlank 70 for forming the second hinge-lid pack of the container according to the second
embodiment of the invention is connected to a left side wall panel 72 along a vertical fold fine
and datachably connected to a right side wall flap 76 along a vertical fine of perforations and the
first and third sections 78 of the integral connector panet 77 of the blank 70 are connected to the
right side wali flap 76 along veriical fold Tines and detachably connected to the left side wall
panel 72 along vertical lines of perforations, During erection of the second hinge-lid pack from
the blank 70 shown in Figure 4b, the inner surface of the right side wall flap 76 is affixed to the
outer surface of a right sicie wall panel 74 so that in the erected hinge-iid pack, the first 78,
second 79 and third sections 78 of the integral connecior panel 77 overiie and extend across
the rear wali 71 of the box portion of the hinge-fid pack.

To connect the first hinge-lid pack and the second hinge-lid pack the outer surfaces of
the first section 58, second section 58 and third section 58 of the integral connector 57 of the

| first hinge-lid pack are affixed to the outer susfaces of the first section 78, second section 79 and
third section 78, respeciively, of the integral connector 77 of the second hinge-lid pack, as
previously described above.

in the initial connected position (not shown), the rear wall of the first hinge-iid pack is
paraliel and opposed to the rear wall of the second hinge-lid pack. The connhected Ringe-lid

3  packs are hingeable relative fo one another about the jongitudinal edges of their rear walls
between their initial connected position and second and third positions in which the rear walls of
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hlnge I|d packs relatlve to one another fronlthe |n|t|al p05|t|on to the
second position or the third position separates the first and third
sections 58 of the integral connector 57 of the first hinge-lid pack from
the left side wall flap 60 thereof and separates the second section 59 of
t he i nt egrwb 6@peRet or panel 57 of the first hinge-lisgcpmeéosbeem the right
side wall panel 54 thereof along the lines of perforations. Hi nging the
connected hinge-rid packs relative-tH one another fromthe initial
position to the second position or the third position also separates the
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of t hetgé ?r%tséndm}ddsec%% 78 of éhe BiegRCenteRack dishd slnzgorai ifingesid paek irorw(;heh
- oppose i,rst. an gral connector extending

acr oss®t f¢e W?W%¥Buéﬁﬁ‘gﬁﬁgfﬁ%%3§%gP é%ﬁﬁtgéﬁr conprising a first section
hi nged about the second edge of the first wall and a second section hi nged
about the first edge of the first wall, wherein the first section of
the integral connector of the first pack is affixed to the first section
of the integral connector of the second pack and the second section of the
integral connector of the first pack is affixed to the second section of
the integral connector of the second pack so that the first edges of the
first walls of the first and second packs are adjacent and the second
edges of the first walls of the first and second packs are adjacent and
the first walls of the first and second packs are parallel and opposed,
wherein the first and second packs are hingeable relative to one another
about the first edges of the first walls of the first and second packs
between the initial position and a second position in which the first
edges of the first walls of the first and second packs are adjacent and
t he second edges of the first walls of the first and second packs are
spaced apart and the first walls of the first and second packs are
substantially copl anar, and wherein the first and second packs are
hi ngeabl e rel ative to one another about the second edges of the first
wal I's of the first and second packs between the initial position and a
second position in which the second edges of the first walls of the first
and second packs are adjacent and the first edges of the first walls of
“the first and second packs are spaced apart and the first walls of the
first and second packs are substantially coplanar. 2. A container
according to claim1l wherein the second section of the integral connector
of the first pack is detachably connected to the first section of the
integral connector of the first pack and the second section of the
i ntegral connector of the second pack is detachably connected to the first
section of the integral




15 connector of the second pack. 3. A container according to claim1 or 2
wherein the integral connector of the first pack further conprises a third
section hinged about the first edge of the first wall of the first pack;

and ~the integral connector of the second pack further conprises a
third section hinged about the second edge of the first wall of the second
pack, the third section of t i ntegral connector of the first pack

being affixed to the third section of the integral connector of the second
pack. LLAAMSont ai ner according to claim 3 wherein the third section of
the integral connector of the first pack is detachably connected to the

d ti . ' ifol i
secort e, el LG A0 ot a1
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the firgtouP@ekechiiliod & tRATR Vol land@ SbcORIROERA hined dB6ut ftier it cli@! df tteffirsthe first
pack and the second pack has a hinge-lid pivotable about a hinge |ine

ext endi 8§ "across a second wall of the second pack that is parallel and
opposed to t hhergip thet firgiesedtiopfof thisdntegrelsinenepiat kE thofirsipagk i adfixse fo Bedsitdi ng to
any precebmgf Gk dhtdzihesnadctortdiand bdceid pakkananiet fdamdseabnbiphe kntare of
differ e@(gnngét%? tHe MR pack is affixed to the second section of the integral connecior of the second
pack so that the first edges of the first walls of the first and second packs are adjacent and the
second edges of the first walls of the first and second packs are adjacent and the first walls of the
first and second packs are parallel and opposed,
wherein the first and second packs are hingeable relative to one another about the first
edges of the first walls of the first and second packs between the initial position and a second
position in which the first edges of the first walls of the first and second packs are adjacent and
the second edges of the first walls of the first and second packs are spaced apart and the first
walls of the first and second packs are substantially coplanar, and
wherein the first and second packs are hingeable relative to one another about the second
edges of the first walls of the first and second packs between the initial position and a second
position in which the second edges of the first walls of the first and second packs are adjacent and
the first edges of the first walls of the first and second packs are spaced apart and the first walls of

the first and second packs are substantially coplanar.

2. A container according to claim 1 wherein the second section of the integral connector of
the first pack is detachably connected to the first section of the integral connector of the first pack
and the second section of the integral connector of the second pack is detachably connected to the

first section of the integral



15
connector of the second pack.

3. A container according to claim 1 or 2 wherein the integral connector of the first pack
further comprises a third section hinged about the first edge of the first wall of the first pack; and
the integral connector of the second pack further comprises a third section hinged about
the second edge of the first wall of the second pack,
the third section of the integral connector of the first pack being affixed to the third

section of the integral connector of the second pack.

4. A container according to claim 3 wherein the third section of the integral connector of the
first pack is detachably connected to the second section of the inte gral connector of the first pack
and the third section of the integral connector of the second pack is detachably connected to the

second section of the integral connector of the second pack.

5. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the first pack and the second pack
are slide and shell packs.
6. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the first pack and the second pack

are hinge-lid packs.

7. A container according to claim 6 wherein the first pack has a hinge-lid pivotable about a.
hinge line extending across the first wall of the first pack and the second pack has a hinge-lid
pivotable about a hinge line extending across the first wall of the second pack.

8. A container according to claim 6 wherein the first pack has a hinge-lid pivotable about a
hinge line extending across a second wall of the first pack that is parallel and opposed to the first
wall of the first pack and the second pack has a hinge-lid pivotable about a hinge line extending
across a second wall of the second pack that is parallel and opposed to the first wall of the second

pack.

9. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the first pack and the second pack

are of different dimensions.



