
A method and system for accessing crude refinement
related information stored in a database for assessing
and optimizing crude refinement are provided. A fuzzy
search engine searches a database storing records of
crude refinement related data, each record having at
least one field. The fuzzy search engine receives at
least one search request, respective search requests
including search criteria including at least one
search parameter specifying a field of the at least
one field and a search criteria type corresponding to
each search parameter specifying a target value and a
relationship to the target value. The fuzzy search
engine 



further includes are algorithm for computing for each
respective search parameter a degree of membership
value for individual records in accordance with at
least one continuous varying function describing a
degree of meeting the search criteria type
corresponding to the respective search parameter by
data stored in the field specified by the respective
search parameter. The fuzzy search engine further
includes an algorithm for computing a closeness value
for each individual record in accordance with a
function combining the degree of membership value for
each respective search parameter. 


