RELATI VE STI FFNESS FASTENERS Abstract A fastening nmenber has an inboard end
and an outboard end and a panel region, an end region, and a fastening

el enent. The panel region has a proximl edge and a distal edge. The panel
region is disposed adjacent to the inboard end and is nore extensible than
the end region. The end region is dispgsed adjacent to the outboard end.
The end region has a fastening el enent zone having a first stiffness and an
i ntermedi ate zone having a second stiffness. The first stiffness is greater
than the second stiffness. The internedi ate zone is di sposed between the
fasteni ng el enent zone andRELATIVEETIFFNESSFASTENERS to the di stal edge.
The fastening elenent is disposed in the end region and defines the
fasteni ng el ement zone. [Fig. 1A

Abstract

A fastening member has an inboard end and an outboard end and a panel region, an end
region, and a fastening element. The panel region has a proximal edge and a distal edge.
The panel region is disposed adjacent to the inboard end and is more extensible than the
end region. The end region is disposed adjacent to the outboard end. The end region has a
fastening element zone having a first stiffness and an intermediate zone having a second
stiffness. The first stiffness is greater than the second stiffness. The intermediate zone is
disposed between the fastening element zone and the panel region adjacent to the distal
edge. The fastening element is disposed in the end region and defines the fastening element

zone.

[Fig. 1A]




