PROCESS ABSTRACT A process for the production of fatty al cohol or alcohols
conprising: subjecting a fatty acid or fatty acid m xture to esterification
with a lower alkanol in an esterification reactor maintained under
esterification conditions to forma stream conprising the correspondi ng

| ower al kyl ester or esters; vaporising the streamfromstep (a);

subj ecting the vaporised stream of step (b) to hydrogenation in a first
hydr ogenati on zone operated under Pé&%ﬁgenati on conditions to forma stream
conpri sing f%gﬁa}:chohol or al cohb d an amount of unconverted | ower

al kyl ester or es"ters; subj ecting the streamfromstep (c) to
transesterification in a wax ester reactor maintained under

transest eri f iApiotanfoe ardirddu@ds of Rty ARoIM 66 886! @bm@ise@! dulljccting a fatty
transesteri fiagi tir g cg& alg%stt theqrfbénto cgnverl% a}, | east . _a portion of the

| ower al kyl &ty atfY BETEF 5B ErEr Whecr ehakee’ Rick Fgifedior&gpendi ng
amount of f atyntahaahddr exerifiadtion boldsiobno Fomersirednkaaplisig e t@regolg €St er or
esters deriv r t hol .and a f.att id . separatin atty

al cohol or fgﬁ% ag(mc%ﬁo segéaéﬁgia&gﬁsm stgeeﬁgre%? ﬁﬁ%f}ggz%e?ugjegwggliee"ﬁp”(’gﬁg by

di still ati on streanyioklsigp gbX it bydregemibolin @r fiml bpinadesatipn aouec bpesatal endsdt r eam
CONPri si Ng WayaBedhSonWon@RhE i forP 8 384a0c 4 hglf%&gggaéhgpgp%@{ag%w ester or

esters to a sécond hydrogenation zone operating con Tons to effect
hydr ogenat i of™PR PhBcpRgigdiovsmatel esisr prspisrst subjsetingdbe wsimefrompstep&d ors to

fatty al coholirafdestatfeaitflis a vaRdstbrGhAR B8 uh@t tinsAk SRR Qonaftloiohol s to
the separatiogn step (e

in the presence gf a slgllig transesterification catalyst thereby to convert at least a portion
of the Jower alkyl fatty acid ester by ester interchange with a corresponding amount of
fatty alcohol or alcohols to lower alkanol and to a wax ester or esters derived from a fatty
alcohol and a fatty acid; separating fatty alcohol or fatty alcohols and wax ester or wax
esters of step (d) by distillation to yield a fatty alcohol or alcohols product and a stream
comprising wax ester or esters; passing said stream comprising wax ester or esters to a
second hydrogenation zone operating under conditions to effect hydrogenation in the
liquid phase to revert the wax ester or esters to fatty alcohol or alcohols; and returning the

fatty alcohol or alcohols to the separation step (e).
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