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CLAIMS 

 

 

1.  An apparatus for retaining a plug within a receptacle, comprising:  

a receptacle body; and 

a retention device, the retention device including a face portion and at least one prong, 

each prong of the at least one prong including at least one barb, wherein the retention device 

is configured to retain a plug within said receptacle body by contact with a shroud of the plug 

from the at least one barb of each prong of said at least one prong of the retention device, 

each prong of said at least one prong of the retention device includes a ridge located on an 

opposite side of the at least one barb, the receptacle body includes a ledge configured to 

contact the ridge of each prong and prevent removal of the retention device from the 

receptacle body. 

 

2.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the receptacle body includes a 

receptacle. 

 

3.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said receptacle includes a female 

electrical fitting. 

 

4.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein said plug includes a male electrical 

fitting. 

 

5.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said receptacle includes a male 

electrical fitting. 

 

6.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein said plug includes a female electrical 

fitting. 

 

7.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the receptacle body includes a tapered 

interior wall which contacts the at least one prong of the retention device and forces the at 

least one prong toward the shroud of the plug. 
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8.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the at least one barb of each prong of 

the retention device is configured to release the shroud of the plug when said face portion of 

the retention device is forced toward the receptacle body. 

 

9.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said retention device includes at least 

four prongs. 

 

10.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein each barb extends from each prong at an 

angle of about 120-150 degrees from the prong as the prong extends from the face portion of 

the retention device. 

 

11.  An apparatus for retaining a plug within a receptacle, comprising:  

a receptacle body, the receptacle body comprising a receptacle, the receptacle 

including a female electrical fitting; and 

a retention device, the retention device including a face portion and at least four 

prongs, each prong of the at least four prongs including a barb on a first side of the prong and 

a ridge on a second side of the prong, wherein the retention device is configured to retain a 

plug inserted within the receptacle body by contact with a shroud of the plug from the barb of 

each prong of said at least four prongs of the retention device, wherein the barb includes 

metal. 

 

12.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein the face portion and at least four 

prongs of the retention device include plastic. 

 

13. The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein the receptacle body includes a ledge 

configured to contact the ridge of each prong and prevent removal of the retention device 

from the receptacle body. 

 

14.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein the receptacle body includes a tapered 

interior wall which contacts the at least one prong of the retention device and forces the at 

least one prong toward the shroud of the plug. 
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15.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein the barb of each prong of the retention 

device releases the shroud of the plug when said face portion of the retention device is forced 

toward the receptacle body. 

 

16.  The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein each barb extends from each prong at 

an angle of about 120-150 degrees from the prong as the prong extends from the face portion 

of the retention device. 

 

17.  An apparatus for retaining a connector within an inlet mechanism, comprising:  

an inlet mechanism, the inlet mechanism including a male electrical fitting; and 

a retention device, the retention device including a face portion and at least four 

prongs, each prong of the at least four prongs including a metal barb on a first side of the 

prong and a ridge on a second side of the prong, wherein the retention device is configured to 

retain a connector inserted within said inlet mechanism by contact with a shroud of the 

connector from the barb of each prong of said at least four prongs of the retention device. 

 

18.  An apparatus for retaining a plug within a receptacle, comprising:  

a receptacle body; and 

a retention device, the retention device including a face portion and at least one prong, 

each prong of the at least one prong including at least one barb, wherein the retention device 

is configured to retain a plug within said receptacle body by contact with a shroud of the plug 

from the at least one barb of each prong of said at least one prong of the retention device, 

each prong of said at least one prong of the retention device includes a ridge located on an 

opposite side of the at least one barb, the receptacle body includes a tapered interior wall 

which contacts the at least one prong of the retention device and forces the at least one prong 

toward the shroud of the plug. 

 

19.  An apparatus for retaining a plug within a receptacle, comprising:  

a receptacle body; and 

a retention device, the retention device including a face portion and at least one prong, 

each prong of the at least one prong including at least one barb, wherein the retention device 

is configured to retain a plug within said receptacle body by contact with a shroud of the plug 

from the at least one barb of each prong of said at least one prong of the retention device, the 
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at least one barb of each prong of the retention device is configured to release the shroud of 

the plug when said face portion of the retention device is forced toward the receptacle body. 

 

20.  An apparatus for retaining a plug within a receptacle, comprising:  

a receptacle body, the receptacle body comprising a receptacle, the receptacle 

including a female electrical fitting; and 

a retention device, the retention device including a face portion and at least four 

prongs, each prong of the at least four prongs including a barb on a first side of the prong and 

a ridge on a second side of the prong, wherein the retention device is configured to retain a 

plug inserted within the receptacle body by contact with a shroud of the plug from the barb of 

each prong of said at least four prongs of the retention device, the receptacle body includes a 

ledge configured to contact the ridge of each prong and prevent removal of the retention 

device from the receptacle body. 

 

21.  An apparatus for retaining a plug within a receptacle, comprising:  

a receptacle body, the receptacle body comprising a receptacle, the receptacle 

including a female electrical fitting; and 

a retention device, the retention device including a face portion and at least four 

prongs, each prong of the at least four prongs including a barb on a first side of the prong and 

a ridge on a second side of the prong, wherein the retention device is configured to retain a 

plug inserted within the receptacle body by contact with a shroud of the plug from the barb of 

each prong of said at least four prongs of the retention device, the receptacle body includes a 

tapered interior wall which contacts the at least one prong of the retention device and forces 

the at least one prong toward the shroud of the plug. 

 

22.  An apparatus for retaining a plug within a receptacle, comprising:  

a receptacle body, the receptacle body comprising a receptacle, the receptacle 

including a female electrical fitting; and 

a retention device, the retention device including a face portion and at least four 

prongs, each prong of the at least four prongs including a barb on a first side of the prong and 

a ridge on a second side of the prong, wherein the retention device is configured to retain a 

plug inserted within the receptacle body by contact with a shroud of the plug from the barb of 

each prong of said at least four prongs of the retention device, the barb of each prong of the 
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retention device releases the shroud of the plug when said face portion of the retention device 

is forced toward the receptacle body. 
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