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CLAIMS

1. Skidding system (2) for an offshore installation 

or vessel, such as an offshore wind turbine installation 

ship (1), comprising at least one set of rails (5), and one 

or more carriages (6), such as pallets or carts, for 

supporting loads (4) and moving the loads (4) along the 5 

rails (5), e.g. from a storage position to an operating 

position and/or vice versa, characterised in that at least 

one of the carriages (6) is adaptable to different loads 

(4), wherein the at least one carriage (6) comprises a 

plurality of supports (12) for a load (4) and wherein at 10 

least two of the supports (12) are movable relative to each 

other. 

2. Skidding system (2) according to claim 1, 

wherein at least two of the supports (12) are 

interconnected, directly or indirectly, via at least one 15 

telescopic beam (9). 

3. Skidding system (2) according to claim 1 or 

claim 2, wherein the carriage (6) comprises a frame (7, 9, 

10) and at least one of the supports (12), preferably a 

plurality of the supports (12), is releasably attached to 20 

the frame (7, 9, 10). 

4. Skidding system (2) according to claim 3, 

wherein at least one of the supports (12), preferably a 

plurality of the supports (12), is bolted to the frame (7, 

9, 10). 25 

5. Skidding system (2) according to any one of the 

preceding claims, wherein the supports (12) are arranged in 

a triangle or square. 

6. Skidding system (2) according to the preamble of 

claim 1 or any one of the preceding claims, wherein the at 30 

least one carriage (6) comprises one or more fasteners (14) 

for securing the load (4) to the carriage (6). 
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7. Skidding system (2) according to claim 6, 

wherein the one or more fasteners (14) is (are) mounted on 

or integrated in a support or supports (12). 

8. Skidding system (2) according to any one of the 

preceding claims, wherein the at least one carriage (6) 5 

comprises one or more fasteners (17; 18; 19) for securing 

the carriage (6) or the load (4) to the rails (5) or to a 

deck (1A) of an offshore installation or vessel (1). 

9. Skidding system (2) according to any one of the 

preceding claims, wherein the system (2) is fixed to the 10 

deck (1A) of an offshore installation or vessel (1). 

10. Method of skidding loads (4) on an offshore 

installation or vessel, such as an offshore wind turbine 

installation ship (1), comprising at least one set of rails 

(5), and one or more carriages (6), such as pallets or 15 

carts, for supporting loads (4) and positioned on the rails 

(5), the method comprising the steps of selecting the 

load(s) (4) to be skidded, adapting the carriage(s) (6) to 

the load(s) (4), and positioning the load(s) (4) on the 

adapted carriage(s) (6), wherein the at least one carriage 20 

(6) comprises a plurality of supports (12), the method 

comprising the step of repositioning at least two of the 

supports (12) relative to each other. 

11. Method according to claim 10, wherein the 

carriage (6) comprises a frame (7, 9, 10) and at least one 25 

of the supports (12) is releasably attached to the frame (7, 

9, 10), the method comprising the step of removing at least 

one of the supports (12) from the frame (7, 9, 10) and re-

attaching the support (12) to the frame (7, 9, 10) at a 

different location. 30 

12. Method according to claim 10 or claim 11, 

comprising fastening the load(s) (4) to the carriage(s) (6) 

and/or fastening the carriage(s) (6) to the rails (5) or to 

a deck (1A) of an offshore installation or vessel (1). 

13. Method according to any one of claims 10-12, 35 

comprising moving the carriages (6) and the loads (4) along 
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the rails (5) from storage positions to an operating 

position, removing the loads (4) from the carriages (6) and 

reducing the footprint of at least one of the carriages (6) 

after its load has been removed. 
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