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I NVO CE MANAGEMENT PROCESS FI ELD OF THE | NVENTI ON The
present invention broadly relates to a nethod for
worawagpaegs paynent for the supply of goods or SPCTAUR®E/000255
and a nmethod for managi ng thejsupply and provision of
credit to purchasers. BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON A
significant cost to many busi nesses whi ch supply goods

busi nessce. pr o HECYCE ATRACERRE AT RERESS o1 ce 1 ne

reci pient of those goods and services for paynment. In
FIELD orstHe INVENTIONCONMpani es, invoices are rendered
periodically to recipients of the utility services.
Significant costs are incurred in processing unpaid
Theprssae srventian kreadly gelated to p merhaddor menagies payre¢na orife supply of
' [ d.reco nci. t .
e o PG o TP oy e e BB A P b recic o
pureledefsor a system which reduces the costs associ ated
wi th debtor managenent. Reasons that consuners or

rvices fail to pay invoices
Bw@@%@ﬂﬁﬁmm‘?m&% the supplier's debtor
managenent costs, include a tenmporary |ack of
Afsighaficantost RSRbEBSsiRRsesdbith Siply gbdiiskaaBEMNeb IPdedbtdf
the billing cycles and invoices fromthe various o
mapaggRicsh Coamaomly.disingssen Prdvéde gands aydseypisasanghigvoice the recipient

[ one .
e
reneéhd gedi@ticaligna gicigepa yirert utflioy sdritiees Spglificaok cooas indurred in

servjces tqQ.a purchaser by supplier, the nethod
PROGTRSIESTIRY i1 il sHHng e ekt iegrindegs. ¢hpging debtors and
sRAS ARG HIRIN: A k&tohlife il LRGP 1& Of oERRRIHRGvEE dtterd R therefore

be extended to the purchaser; I? cefgw ng a record
a heesl foda sgptanm whiacherededeaithescasts askeriged/ withtdebtor bmnagambeent.

for the supply of the goods or services to the

BRI e B 0P b ST L B o RO BT MRice o e,
thetbf 68 aseéashfibe Supplgr's HéBor MekhAzaiest dodtst elude GQEdpadiry lack of

the | ast day fonjpa¥nent, ) )
financial resources and difficulty in keeping track of the billing cycles and invoices from

the various organisations from which they receive goods and services.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the present invention there is provided a method for managing
payment for the supply of goods or services to a purchaser by a supplier, the method
comprising the steps of:
maintaining a credit arrangement with the purchaser for enabling credit to be
extended to the purchaser;
receiving a record including invoice details of the payment to be made for the
supply of the goods or services to the purchaser;
paying at least part of any outstanding amount indicated in the record on behalf of
the purchaser before any time indicated in the record as the last day for payment,

thereby increasing the credit extended to the purchaser by the amount paid.
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t hereby increasing the credit extended to the
purchaser by the anount paid. The step of paying at
wo e@sed t of any outstandi ng amount may i nvOP@BEAU2006/000255
payi ng the anmount one (1) or pore days before any tine
indicated in the record as the last day for payment.
T}ﬁ’ars%éﬁﬁﬁgﬁlfgldﬂ sSR! Aty Qu¥mdRAY ARGl Ry 2RI p:%ﬁﬁ% the amount
(1) day before any time“indicated in the'record ds the
oned$} omagrefdays pefpreeany. tivRaindiratedrinyheatesordme tialdes daiytfbr payment.
7. days..of receiyving the.record. It i S referred. .
Prf RS ol b oS Py e i gas (0 3 BiGrrSlbEiah didigpted n
th@ Uit ad thy DisV &Sy fat! b@}'i‘ﬁéﬂt.clad}lménpﬁmify AotHaenATOWifin YRRFS of
recei pt of the record. The step of nmintaining a

reeqiwae thesererdg divs mosiwiereradd! ferstapaafanayinget lnagimayt of any
o FARHE BT 18 LAkl I el BEIRTR o e o

preferably the step of paying at |east part of any

Theuttet eindaintpirdn® & nteddaonangeraettt ovitit the ahitchasen pyeferhbly involves
i.ncreasin he credit extended to the purchaser. by the

S AIRE LD TR R WIS & Pisc (i SARIERrd § o Borchaser,

préRADHINTEIe sted FPPagRg at REstGladftank oistandfy! ARREt bQukdfutomatically
purchaser. Preferably the purchaser is notified of the
ondw ifiipereasingibe oredieridntled o thh@umbasshn by dhe armpyng paid will not cause

oS Rl 1 S DAl

within a preceding tinme period. Preferably the
Proferatiipderpurchasdrdonoified ofatle piyrhdme niaole @h bahaifiof thefpurchaser. This

credi.t extended to the purchaser. The step of
NARICAHIR FgY flig Hb@mgwnsfthq REcHisgretl ks BRupAys made on
belhAlf O RSy GAYESTitHIE aRRYXRIM: tBhe flrid£ P%ferﬁ@léfﬁtgés’élgkﬂgser is also

total armount of credit extended to the pur
nofifieflef disl tptah amewnti ofwreslit extendde tothe phechasenunt t o be
pai d of the next record from previously received

records. .It.is als referable if an esti.mate i s made
TS P iopitink Bt REFOrhe Bifaim oo SRR o R B Re payment
ofalt leakt paficsfansiony atlienesfdidit extbritdad thedpurtiRis@ur chaser

by the estinmated anount to be paid of the next record.

Preferably the purchaser is contacted if the estimated .
Prefeé%ﬁy ap REHMYYP 13 pde @hthe AREENtte be paidgf theagd reqogd from previously

reBiGad REorddd aRistldy Fehﬁﬂmfrbﬁ%sﬁﬁ‘#é% madl 6f f?l'é%gegfittetgﬁ‘ii \ggﬂ)e

anmount 1s preferably the cred imt assign
expendetl &3 the puiidhesqraftehasrasing yheoaredio e tamdeddo e purthager, by the

.el ephone | ectronic nai short nessagi ng service or
eshf‘}?g ARf fool?ﬁ W%Pﬁﬁ‘?_neﬁ 694t ng to anot her aspect of
the present invention there is provided a method for
P&y A fuiehadéray cohtadle®{f thé edintatéDcrddiP tHa€ Wal$ BE eXtehded to the
the paynment of a record including ) )
purchaser is greater than a predetermined amount. The predetermined amount is preferably
the credit limit assigned to the purchaser. The purchaser may be contacted by letter,

telephone, electronic mail, short messaging service or other electronic alert.

According to another aspect of the present invention there is provided a method for
managing the provision of credit to a purchaser for the payment of a record including
invoice details issued by a supplier of goods or services provided to the purchaser, the

method comprising the steps of:
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i nvoi ce details issued by a supplier of goods or
services provided to the purchaser, the nethod
W@ oimp9B0ng t he steps of : mai ntaining a credit PCT/AU2006/000255
arrangement with the purchasel for enabling credit to
be extended to the purchaser, the credit arrangenent

i ncl pEin@niger @edit atdnFeineASWwitld fRGuréhakdiEoPeabAS BFcdit to be
estimati n%dt he amobunt to be paid of the next record

f r on$PeRAEddn shapurehasety e arediviepngement inelufling atdnedit limit assigned
credjl il] be extended to the purchaser if the
cred#?hégggﬁg%%’to the purchaser is increased by the

est i esinedingixtimhoin thbe paddf die ndxerdzed frémGREdoustbceived
contacting the purchaser if the estinmated credit that

wi | 1 T%58%xt ended to the purchaser is greater than a

or ed : . Sl .

o TR B A B et P Bt i R PEended o
i f tthe pesthasatiethcrmaedi by thx catdated hmoasisio dpe edidosfabié hext record,;
limt.. The consuner may be contacted by letter,

teleﬂﬁ%ne, el ectronic mail, short nessaging service,

or o¢diicti@betd pathsmerdf eid estiBRtdalerEESER Fill 63 EEndEiRo the
FIGURES I n order to achieve a better understandi ng of

t he PRHERser sfgredier thanes predeterminnd posepagd eff the dredit limit assigned to
e”boﬁkQBﬁ&ﬁmﬂf nmet hods for nmanagi ng paynent for the

suppl’y of goods or services, and for nmanagi ng the

supply of credit to purchasers or consuners, wll now
Piséeraledy che pradhdsat iskogntaezd if the kstimdted orellyt entdells thefagsignaicredit
1.to t he acconpanying figures in which: Figure 1 is a
Whematic representation of a nethod for nanaging

paynment for the supply of goods or services according
Th@ccﬂﬁuﬁﬁbﬁﬂz e Rbnt@éted bl ldit, taePIRsie, Abcthdiic kA eHoktHessaging
and Figure Is a schematic representation of a methodg
sergiee.Aa pHr slpctrpricalespl v of credit to a purchaser

according to an enbodi nent of a second aspect of the

B BEER R PN SETH EIRIRES) ront of o f1rot aspect

of the present invention, an internediary enters
In order to achieve a better understanding of the nature of the present invention preferred

- embodiments of methods for managing payment for the supply of goods or services, and

for managing the supply of credit to purchasers or consumers, will now be described but

by way of example only with reference to the accompanying figures in which:

Figure 1 is a schematic representation of a method for managing payment for the supply of

goods or services according to an embodiment of a first aspect of the invention; and

Figure 2 is a schematic representation of a method for managing the supply of credit to a

purchaser according to an embodiment of a second aspect of the invention.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

In a preferred embodiment of a first aspect of the present invention, an intermediary enters

into arrangements with suppliers of goods or services and purchasers of those good or

services.
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into arrangenents with suppliers of goods or services
and purchasers of those good or services. The
WO nioenymod ary enters into arrangenments w th sup@i/AB2®6/000255
of goods or services, for exapple utility service
provi ders, whereby the suppliers send a record to the
THeNhREABH A Shtdrd M6 Abrhfnfbatsab IS siplidrsRHIBA o @ri€es, for example
made for t'he supply of  the goods or services to the
utiifly sdreice previderssherelry. thd beppliesmedd amedond to baivudinmeliery indicating

i ncl udes an extract, of correspopdi ng i,nvoi ce detajls
aeldlfio! F Sn RS T AR e 18 ol BE eihout S53eF ey s Surchaser or
cohfiemérYRE e oftBinathisenitbdal ke irk [ RS tan R adt OF cHPKFBAIn® Invoice

the invoice by the purchaser or consumer. Subject to

details spifrfeern s suppliertedhepirelpser Qreoabumen khe inyoick detadls include a

ok P At of LIRS B BB Py R PRSLbBE: @it purchaser
nap ﬁf{méinghﬁzrbdis Ii;rghagitrg e 1ﬂammﬁlzhy ﬂhg eitehyediarg hmeyssﬂhe gupplier at
the creqit rovi ae )y the interpmediary to e
legtiA PRR S oA Siafrsunthejareice hrferping st dax %ar PaKpnt, thereby
GRS PRy DRy SR Rakgal] BURLBORReL B Heghidy pi.
goods or services are utility providers, providers of
Thyaweeess forgbisweintwslimen obthednyensiop ps ilkistratbdm Bguredl Whalst in the
o PRI Bl PR P AR ST BBy Bdvicers of

gdods bf sercieeetah. beyi safiplidr SfoR exdmple Risupplieg of tdc®mnRunications
suppljer or utility conmpany will issue their _jinvoice

sefices: Iogrlqpnael services sdvgiipn shsalthease seraicas. pay Ve dsurance etc.
supplied to the purchaser, or consuner. In the

DR £ AithaS BRRAE BRI, 1k é}lnﬁ of ﬁﬁﬁfé{l{onﬁ&%}ﬂ? Wil %u&“ﬁﬁ{rtqﬂvoice toa

the internediary maintalns a cre angenent w
purttesgnorcloasiener fohgoals ppil savicas supphied o the putahaseneor consumer. In

i nt er medi .the record indicating,details of the . .
i, AT OO TR PeEstl TGP Ve Db Lerisghary maintains
cré@if ¥ir&2Sndeat Wit tRUHEPRRET, the APl GNohrERed® thdintdihediary the

form of a paper invoice, but |sa(§)referably an

regprd dpioing dasailsrad Uy pAyImeattods pade fopthessugplyzpfgeeds dndmervices to

l4wer t [N I ary. n_recej of
R R R A G
eledtromityrepaddtprotidedys patt St odia fogd Frombl tHe suppliicrad €t interhbdiary.
record on_behal f of the purchaser to whomthe goods or
Uit iFeeipt ol ibe seconshihe idermedispeehieckniorseg sihsther paymasnd gf any part of

m@?u@ﬁgﬁﬁiné anﬁgllﬁtiﬁtﬂﬁﬁg&lﬁgtge Patobd6n Bgﬁ%l‘l’{]ﬁf R hoh et 1o \gh%m the

use the cre ext en to the purchaser*to excee
gapde di servicas wemssipghet] theoehyheciparichteeredid dxtdrued ¢o theipurchaser by

limt wll not b ded he int di .
the AmgHER P P! op P ETon setenett o B Dlfyatsa L pgred hgredit imit

asgizREdto the Purchb ey, ¥ithd d6dif BRArw1adt BEBRlkded, the intermediary
automatically pays at least part of any outstanding amount indicated in the record on behalf

of the purchaser and increases the credit extended to the purchaser by the amount paid.

Preferably the process of checking the credit limit and paying at least part of an amount
indicated in the record takes place automatically and shortly, typically less than 7 days,
after the intermediary receives the record. In any case, payment by the intermediary to the

supplier is effected before a time indicated in the purchaser's invoice as the last day for
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of the purchaser and increases the credit extended to

t he purchaser by the anount paid. Preferably the
wEe@ens®0Hf checking the credit limt and payi POI/AU2006/000255

| east part of an anmount indicated in the record takes

place automatically and shortly, typically less than 7

pa¥méas , REfeBIbly Bfe (1Vugy PEdithY 14568 féﬁ%a%u'ﬁ@ntf RGPprdferable that the
any case, paynent by the |nterne lary he supplier

full @n@ﬂlﬂbmsie“@teld@s ovtstandinigrie thﬂTGP@étléﬁaldlbthemmm r'hés has the

adzl%tgl ggf 1d1n tbg §u;rp?’§¥ w &g f@]?%ln%géf )P ngnﬁ{eﬁt, ?{1@ gésr}érzﬁﬂl accelerated

pagfehs( fﬂﬂhﬁng ﬂw suppRerfsutsta@aigdebitdre afi@ i€l caBection costs.
outstanding in the record is paid by the internediary.
Thi s ha& t he adyantage of providing the supplier with

Thedptegnadigrygintela e the cretibrgangsmgnt Vyith thegrashipserpr consumer,
o BRI gk SRRt B SHRLS QA S
provitled tchibe pusdtinger as; irathg @llﬂ:ﬂﬂedl\EMhOdlmnp lﬁmcmaxenﬁcqxurpose that is the

cons r,...extendin e e urch
po§ Rt o B4 BL RS 2P aB POy S Paer s ity
prBvia¥iséed)), bRhéuM iPiag BASAIrsd o pﬂoﬂ1deﬁ¢01pth3fs&§fp153 gf other goods or
enbodi ment, for a specific purpose, that is the
Seﬁé‘}qﬁfent for utility goods or services fromutility
conmpani es (water, gas, electricity providers etc.),
L AR 4 ORISR IR SRR ich i
d1rea;1y ﬂlabexytot the pmmhaserheahcanm witla tltehatermbraaﬂy dtheunthaser can

s dlrec | inked t cha S,..ac
QP EREEh B2 AESRIRR PO ARG AGHER SEN i nge 4ol pelance of
th@i@)ﬂccﬁ)uﬂ‘t R AT HRADPM HetvR@N ARG antiidls. TR Iﬁﬁ&ﬂhér may set up an
facility, the full balance of their account, or “any

aummaﬂnpﬁb’@tanémtmﬁwmﬂmnn@rmﬁm@rmur chaser may set up
an automatic paynent instruction with the
[ . Thenint e i odi cal
AR oA PR T A R SRR R porcasero

C(ﬁl@lﬁlﬁWpaQﬁleﬁﬁ)tﬁmt(ﬁl behalE ob theljridet akeraindeilge mmhastarement or
since the previous statenment or_w.thin a precedin

withigg me‘fqdatg tirppy geid@ch L Bpstafernagnd glspArgieaieseihe tofal %tw of credit
e3R8 o e rr&ﬁkér ﬁ&ﬂt ?ﬁje%% th® ﬁﬁﬁafﬁ:&‘ Ecﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁf{o thé ermediary at least a

requestst e purc tore aytot ternediary a
plbp¢a$ibn af hrad prediti EF he 6dllavwiag actindgi €nd plinehabeyl skavemhergs are examples of
C nd purc er state ts are exanpl es of
se e et Ry RSNSOI PRF s t o t he
purchaser. Internediary Activity JAN FEB MAR APR

Intermediary Activity

JAN

Payments made:

FEB

Payments made:

MAR

Payments made:

APR

Payments made:

Electricity........... $150 Gas....coeererennenn. $120 ISP.cciiiienriinennns $100 Electricity........... $150
Telecom............ $100 Water................ $200 Mobile......ccoreneeee $150 Telecom............ $100
Council..cccvvnnenn. $250 Telecom........cu..... $250 Foxtel.....cceeennanns $ 90 Council.......ce..... $250
Total ................ $500 Total....ccoruemnnena $570 Total..oiieirveennna $340 Totaliieicienierenns $500
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Paynment s made:
Electricity $150 Gas $120 ISP $100 Electricity

made:

Paynment s made:

Paynment s made:

Paynent s

WG 1®6/0T®becom $100 Water $200 Mbbile $150 Tel erOmB1®6/000255

Counci |
Tot al
St at ement

St at enent dat e:

Billing Peri

$250 Tel ecom $250 Foxgel
$500 Tota

$570 Tota

od: Jan 1 -
od: Mar 1 -

$340 Tota
FEB MAR APR St at enent date:
10- Mar - 05 St at enent dat e:

31 Prior

$ 90 Counci l

10- Feb-
10-

3 1Billing Period: Feb 1 -
nont h bal ance:

$250

$500Pur chaser

05

Apr - 05

28
$0

Billin er i
PPF?'&?S%Wemnénce:. .$500 Prior nonth bal ance: $1045

Total Credit

Tot al

Due dat e:

pays $25] [Pu

0 g "
exanpl e the gupplier, such ag an I nsurance canpany, _
my Send t he | AVBLEESES Eud i S AP R A g 17
ext ended ser\ji ce period, such as a yearly inyoice. The

cust oner

Debi ts

Endi ng Bal ang
$1235 M ni nmum en@edntd: dHue:31 $25
$52.25 M ni ml
24-

may
internmedi ary makes on their
i nternedi ary mHEyurghécesys @Ent hl yPushysennps sim) t he

$0 Total Credit
#8680 Tot al Debit
Estahr O 4l GH-#280sB4

MBrigHRM Jaladbl € 50 $6
Niiel-0p8its Dye..da&b e:

e e Y $eop L

el ect to nmake péd

S $25 Tota—Crea
MAB570 Tot al Del
l's@aﬁﬁ&t AR 1

BivhgwenadanreR N Nt
Prick RofRiadaiseso 2
TQtﬂ-CAgm..l..f..05$2§ Py
g

Mg Ao W

riodi c paynent \

s $150———]
inps $340

%Rl ARG 0-Apr-05

i8] Period: Mar 1 - 31

4ridr B QRance: $1045
ITothl @8dis. ............... $150

Wi ch the

behal 1.

FOr eXa

e, the
[ete]

supplier on behalf of the customer who may repay a

PR AHePiht®bx Ankié theCuplidr, %h 46 bh iRLAR AR

debit facility. The second aspect of the

Pﬁ | YalisEffthe invoice
nvent

on can

toppecugtpsapr ion putshpsen fer aprexiginded sereice pesod,asgheat 3 yeanly invoice. The

olsF Rl e
pu

appreci ate

supply

béHaH. [Fo@ Sﬁﬁﬁdp

he

i i - with, .
e R S R S

18/ tBe intbrafldiay afdyleffetd @bARIpayniend ROME Suifier on
that this second aspect of managi ng the .
beha\af dhepristsmer v may, espay Agertina fdheinersdit bywtilibiag a monthly direct

A5 g{}pg first aspect of managi ng paynent for the
) From the purchaser's

of goods or services.
billing history (or spending history),

t he

Thaseepmi aipactyofehe invantém dahde used in conjunction with the first aspect, and

relates to managing the credit account with the purchaser or consumer. The steps in this

embodiment of the process are illustrated in figure 2. It should be appreciated that this

second aspect of managing the provision of credit need not be dependent on the preceding

first aspect of managing payment for the supply of goods or services.

From the purchaser's billing history (or spending history), the intermediary estimates the

outstanding amount that will be indicated in future records to be sent from the supplier to

the intermediary. If payment by the intermediary of the estimated outstanding amount on

behalf of the purchaser or consumer (thereby increasing the credit extended to the

purchaser by the amount paid) will cause the credit extended to the purchaser to exceed the
credit limit assigned to the purchaser, the intermediary contacts the purchaser to inform the
purchaser that it may not be able to make any further payments for goods or services on
behalf of the purchaser. The intermediary invites the purchaser to make a payment to it to

reduce the amount of credit extended to the purchaser (thereby enabling the intermediary
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out standi ng anount that will be indicated in future
records to be sent fromthe supplier to the
WO nioeoymod ary. | f paynent by the internedi ary BET/ALZ006/000255
esti mat ed out standi ng anount ®n behal f of the
pur chaser or consuner (thereby increasing the credit
toP4al BRABELUNE bR aRUNf RASRLs iPMcéiNEs RERURDpIRES ) thwifhthre).
cause the credit extended to the purchaser to exceed
Alt¢rpatelye thetintermediarysoayyagree todnereaseghe ctedifdimit agsigned to the

intermedi ary contacts the pur.chaser t informthe
ST A % YueBORb Aiock I s PR Sl Fhg AT Ry lsp be
cadersat Saynfdnt BY GEtSin@meaiam} wHBex@Bedg Pddbtethined @mount being the

purchaser. The internediary invites the purchaser to

IAHRBITHEPRTHE ARif ripurehgsere Wit evhome therplgrnedprydiag gicredit
arfh QIBQI%QTI'I@ %Jh%te@ﬂﬁ aa?l?(;un{ is B&Qg?/ ﬁraﬁgpéghﬁ%e Bf]ﬁle aasigned credit
In ernedlary 0 pay the amount¥s I ndicated I fi records”it
limiceick @s 80 tooP0%Buppl iers in the future). Alternately,
the internediary nay agree to increase the credit

[imt [ dtoth h t t th
T RirEE G OGRIBBTERY B THGE Y Bemnadoe Ry Teiessr
clB@rdnR416€ B Ehd HreRMEIRMbINMEN SF i KIPRBAbfahy itdbhtion the purchaser is

exceed a predeterm ned anount being the maxi mum
camgstesihyerapidmneans guctpasy tielspkencs empil Br YhertrMdssaging Service (SMS).

internediary has a credit arrangenent. This
[ e
NEEHE pEERE e of (RERRICRL PR Ao Havd B
degonitdalaia eome etadriswitbbe agpardne tecthndeagidiieti inythamy thae éismethodology
inclgﬁllilon by |letter or electronic alert. In the
hasthg &’g“ge#déaﬁaﬁ%%t of this aspect of the invention
the purchaser is contacted by rapid nmeans such as

1.t el epROARpIETRCh atheSNMY ¢ MGeQ{VY b& it MAcceldiRited
that preferred enbodi nents of the various aspects of
t he pavment from theyicivecsiary s dehabef tha pyahaseémpiaving cash flow for
mﬁllhg§ arent to those skilled in the art that this
nmet ho P@’S& ‘has the foll owi ng advantages: 1. The
supplier such as the utility conmpany will receive

2.cer t Thasupptedesetdicat edligayneadts is orastthef thetintermmediady\providing
on behalf of the purchaser inproving cash flow for the
suppfsremty of payeend ehHieiigecidsideduced col | ection costs
as a result of the intermediary providing certainty of

3 pay MRl in@drmehRdly pfoBE@Vely mahsbesd thelfiPply Ve EBtiodhdr customer by
proactively manages the supply of Crédit to their
cust faenasting ef&pleeg)asc basgdongasidiical spendinged on

hi stori cal spending.
It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that numerous variations and/or
modifications may be made to the invention as shown in the specific embodiments without
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention as broadly described. For example, the
intermediary need not send a statement to the purchaser or consumer. The present
embodiments are, therefore, to be considered in all respects as illustrative and not

restrictive.
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It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art

that nunmerous variations and/or nodifications may be
wora@e/ 092004 he i nventi on as shown in the specifiPBCT/AU2006/000255

enbodi ments wi thout departingg8romthe spirit or scope

of the invention as broadly described. For exanple,

the internediary need not send a statenent to the

TP 838l By SRR e RO ARSI et o

il ugt ' d_not trict] . THE Al DEFI. NI NG
L R B ek padipeps Bt i Sopply of 6o a5 Somisady Agurchaser
paynena sdppliet, ke SEPBY Yofprigd dige QEpsSEr Vi ces to a

purchaser by a supplier, the nethod conprising the

steps of: nmmintaining a credit arrangenment with the )
pur chas er MABFAIRRE 8| crotht AFangementovib the,pugshgsar fopenabling credit to

pur chaser e LeCRi it thepr&f:8&< 1 ncl udi ng i nvoi ce
details of the paynent” to be’nade for the supply of

the goods or services to the purchaser; and payi ng at

| east parteceivingrarecerdsncnding gnaniasudetails od teataythenntd teemade for
record onthbehal f f&@t hedgur chaser k{ﬁf or etP any time

i ndi cat ed™F SURRTS OF HEFOGIRET FRECTOIGRIYCRASET: 53¢ nent |

t hereby increasing the credit extended to the

pur chaserpdyng dideR0parodf @8 shtstdndidy ABbNAAn@ESated &l thedecord on
inclaiml V\ﬂerei n the step of paying at |east part of
any out st 2eait0d hermaeaserRedeieasy e iRdicatsd imthsuneord as the last

1) or no [ iad] '
i N
cl ai ned itheeimmiunt aidvherei n t he step of paying at |east

part of any outstandi ng amount involves paying the

anoupt e, (1) .day.bef or ti I ndLcated in the

2rec 08 é;goq éigegl?lg?? 3 8@?3&%%%&%&&9% PAYIRg pdgest part of any
cl ai srstandin@myio@Renelved Fiyi: the hRodnt¥iRI(€) & thbR &y Before any
of paying at |east part of any outstandi ng anount

i nvolie&ndicaiedig theveecardnsribe last dayforpatayentof recei vi ng

the record. 5. A nethod as clainmed in any one of the

precgqi ' b0 o : [Ag, at
3, SRS TRMIEERA L1650 S SOV RS
payi agsteddingamowmit involves paying the amount one (1) day before any time

indicated in the record as the last day for payment.

4. A method as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the step of paying at least
part of any outstanding amount involves paying the amount within 7 days of

receiving the record.

5. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein the step of paying
at least part of any outstanding amount involves automatically paying the amount

upon receipt of the record.

6. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein the step of
maintaining a credit arrangement with the purchaser involves assigning a credit

limit to the purchaser.
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upon recei pt of the record. 6. A nethod as clained in
any one of the preceding clainms wherein the step of
woreoongiond ng a credit arrangenent with the purPCEABL006/000255
i nvol ves assigning a credit I9mt to the purchaser.?7.
A nethod as clainmed in claim6 wherein the step of
7.Payi Qeheod RELmBANT c18fm 8Rvhepdth MR MU leREFH 8 any
automatically only if increasing the credit extended
t o tawstandingraseunt pgcurk eutamatisallyperlylifih¢reasimg the gossit exitended to
credit extended to the. purchaser to exceed the credit
1 e pEERGRERY s Sty BRERARER e R AL GRS e
cl aipilchakdt taBYceet Ehcdrelin Bnidt BeigdédD th plutBasat.SO
conprising the step of notifying the purchaser of the
paynent made ?n behal f of the purchaser, 9. A nethad
8-as” ch Methnd asslaimssl in gnypis ofithe prsseding plagps #se 9Rprgng the step of

pur CRALEPE B pfynab e PR Pherk BOL KRR bk PR,

purchaser within a preceding tine period. 10. A nethod
9.as ch aiethed dsrelaingd én cloim 8| vaienein BhegaterDofimntif wing theeurshaser of the

of notifying the chaser of the nt_inval ve

ot 1Ryt BRelvEE P GERE uthaef §; APULTRS s ¥hdgop bebal of
ext eféparchiset Bethiiva pleasdtig tikk pefod®t hod as cl aimed in

any one of clains 8 to 10 wherein the step of

notifying the purchaser of the gayrrent i.nvol ves

14 eque sty F50aBiet Torithar of elaims par ¥ vhreraim theysirpf notifying the
ano Uit 1ferdred af-[ﬁ]n? gﬂf;)‘ij%e%n gog#}ﬁ%%?tgk %ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ‘ of the tOtal amount of

nmet hod as cl al recedi ng cl alns

f ur tdredit edenpleid o tig punehas¢rep of estimating the anmpunt
to be paid of the next record frompreviously received
[ eco d

s.. 13. A.nethod as clainmedjn.claim.l o
1 Ga et i RIS g SR UTES 8P 10HeRiR fheystpmaf notifying the
cr edidrchab@tof\Whe paydeer® kivoms Qeq&sth{gqﬁ@ﬁ{eﬁhatsﬁ Nexdf p&E of the total
increasing the credit extended to the purchaser by the

est | Uy obersdit extepdasktodhg putehasehe next record. 14. A
nmet hod as clainmed in claim 13 further conprising the

te ind : i f. . ' .
18 AT U Akl DB AELIR! Spsin v s
gr eatfestitmh@mg themeaat triva paddlofth® uatt. record from previously received

records.

13. A method as claimed in claim 12 additionally comprising the step of estimating the
credit that will be extended to the purchaser after increasing the credit extended to

the purchaser by the estimated amount to be paid of the next record.

14. A method as claimed in claim 13 further comprising the step of contacting the
purchaser if the estimated credit that will be extended to the purchaser is greater

than a predetermined amount.

15. A method as claimed in claim 14 wherein the predetermined amount is a credit

limit assigned to the purchaser.



15. A nethod as clained in claim 14 wherein the
predeterm ned anount is a credit limt assigned to the
wpeorochedes . 16. A nmethod as clainmed in either oPCTAERIWS/000255
14 or 15 wherein the purchasgp is contacted by letter,
t el ephone, electronic mail, short messaging service,
1607 O BRfhofla8 elaiREY f éi{h%f bf clﬂ-1¥ns i\ mtmrélﬂrthgﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁs@ﬂls
the provision of credit to a purchaser for the paynent
of &ontacted &y ileiter,ucliepborienelocteeniciataili $horf messegingperyice, or other
suppkzgr of ods or services provided to the
purc? SHape a} nmet hod conprising the steps of:
mai ntaining a credit arrangenment with a purchaser for
17enald idehodrfetinkndgin HthePrbaside df trdithea purchhas €br, the peyment of a
credit arrangenent_ i1ncluding a credit limt assigned
5 to TPROTRHINC voige dptas iSﬁgeqlnéa SHAPIAK of 2p0dé obéﬁr&lce% provided

the tp&aﬁgerdthfe {Th6y £ W+$’t}{)%&g}b\‘>ﬁd records;

estimating t cre It t feénded to the
purchaser if the credit extended to the purchaser is
i ncr easedndytairies & steditarraoigems mitht opusehgsear r ehatling credit to be

next recor onta t| n t he .pur chaser

oot 1t odiendl fo BRARRer bk ORoR HERATR picd i a cregie imi
I s great eksitha@notthep @&pﬂ&i limt aSS|gned to the
purchaser. 18. A met hod as clainmed in claim 17 wherein

the purchaser is contacted if the estimted credit

10 exceeds toHBmaLdRg hsamaunkig e paidipk the noxt racerd drapy preyiously
clainmed ig &w(ﬂggmﬁg claims 17 or 18 wherein the
purchaser I'S contacted by letter, telephone,
el ectronic mail, short nessaging service or other
el ectroni astimlaéng the credit that will be extended to the purchaser if the credit

extended to the purchaser is increased by the estimated amount to be paid of

the next record; and

15 contacting the purchaser if the estimated credit that will be extended to the

consumer is greater than the credit limit assigned to the purchaser.

18. A method as claimed in claim 17 wherein the purchaser is contacted if the

estimated credit exceeds the assigned credit limit.

19. A method as claimed in either of claims 17 or 18 wherein the purchaser is
20 contacted by letter, telephone, electronic mail, short messaging service or other

electronic alert.



