A nmet hod for washi ng pre-expanded particles prepared by a pressure
‘rel ease expansion nethod, to which a slightly water soluble 5 inorganic

conpound as a di spersant attaches, conprising washing the pr e- expanded
particles with an aqueous solution of a water sol uble conmpound havi ng
at | east one functional group capable gff bonding to the surface of the
slightly water sol uble inorganic conpound and at | east one hydrophilic

functional group in its nolecule. According to the 10 nmethod,
pre- expanded particles to which anAB\‘dT%ﬁ?’E di sparsant hardly
attaches can be prepared by the pressure rel ease expansi on net hod by
using the sanme equi pnment as in washing with water or warm wat er,

wi thout a | arge anpunt of water oy, warm water. .
A method for washing pre-expanded particles prepared by a

pressure release expansion method, to which a slightly water soluble

5 inorganic compound as a dispersant attaches, comprising washing the
pre-expanded particles with an aqueous solution of a water soluble
compound having at least one functional group capable of bonding to the
surface of the slightly water soluble inorganic compound and at least

one hydrophilic functional group in its molecule. According to the

10 method, pre-expanded particles to which an inorganic disparsant hardly
attaches can be prepared by the pressure release expansion method by
using the same equipment as in washing with water or warm water,

without a large amount of water or warm water.



