Processing User Character |nputs Having Whitespace
ABSTRACT A net hod, conputer program product and
comput er system for processing user character inputs
havi ng whi tespace are described. A software
application (such as a web browder) pronpts a user
for a security question /security answer" pair. The
user ters the nforpati on pair as characgter_str,ings
whi ch eessmg)hlf ﬁgﬁwacansrhtpuﬁﬂaavang Whitespace
encodi ng for the browser for the | anguage sel ected by
the user. Each character string is converted to a

Uni versal Character Set (UQEBSTRATas UNI CODE. Al
whi t espace characters before the first non-whitespace
character and all the whitespace characters after the
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gn%g(lhgg Sf(lny thetbr(gvevs(?eri or %h arggal.ltagg 2Eeted 't:)ly e lelse%. Each character string is
converted to a Universal Character Set (UCS), such as UNICODE. All whitespace
characters before the first non-whitespace character and all the whitespace characters after
the last non-whitespace character are trimmed from the UCS string. All whitespace
characters (including spaces) between words/diagram characters are replaced with a
single instance of the ASCII space character hexadecimal 20. The UCS string is stored in

a database or is compared with a corresponding value previously stored in the database.
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